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HADDOCK 

Total haddock landings tor the third-quarter ot 
1970 were 6.7 million pounds, which was 40 percent'oelow the 
same period ot 1969 (Table 1). Fishing during the: -third 
quarter was predominantly on Georges Bank, and'landings 
were 37 percent below the third qUarter, 1969. Browns 
Bank landings were up by 35 percent over the same period of 
1969; however, these landings amounted to only 286 thousand 
pounds and represents only 4 percent of the total 1andings 
for the quarter. 

Because recruitment has been low since 1965, land­
ings of scrod have drastically declined over time. On 
Georges Bank scrod landing showed a 75 percent drop trom the 
third quarter t 1969. Although landings of scrod from Browns 
Bank rose slightly during the third quarter, 1970 when com­
pared to the same period of 1969, about 32 percent more 
effort was required to increase the catch by 5 thousa~d pounds. 

The quota of 26.5 million pounds (12 thousand 
metric tons) for haddock from Subarea 5 was approached at 
the end of the third quarter. About 56 percent of the 
Division 4X (Browns Bank) quota was reached. Official ICNAF 
totals of landings through September are reported below 
(in millions of pounds, live weight): 

January - September 

SA5 DIV 4X 
(Quota 26.5) (Quota 40.0) 

US 18.4 3.1 
Other Nations 3.1 19.2 
Total 21.5 22.3 
Percent of Quota 81 56 
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Relative abundance of haddock from Georges-Bank 
for the third quarter since 1962 is shown by Figure 1. 
Abundance is predicted to decline steadily since there has 
been no noticeable increase in recruitment. Serodabundance 
has drastically declined and the average weight oi":Eish 
marketed as scrod is at an all time high. Abundance"on 
Browns Bank also is extremely low. Indicators '·refle~t a 
16 percent decrease when comparing third quarters, 1970 
with 1969. 
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TABLE 1 

HADDOCK THIRD QUARTER STATISTICS 

(Landings in thousands of pounds. Live weignt.; 

Market Third Quarter Accumulative 
Area Category 1970 1969 1970 1969 

Georges- Bank Scrod 397 1607 1474 8478 
Large 5455 7692 14304 22505 

Total 5852 9299 l5778 31253 

Browns Bank Scrod 113 108 l618 1908 
Large 173 104 1420 970 

Total 286 212 3038 2878 

Gulf of Maine Scrod 22 220 299 1049 
Large 460 907 2307 2783 

Total 482 1137 2606 3832 

Bay of Fun dy Scrod 19 217 22 565 
Large 51 306 62 511 

Total 70 523 84 1076 

Total Scrod 551 2152 4126 12270 
Large 6139 9019 18633 26769 

Total 6690 11171 22759 39039. 



FIGURE 1 
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YELLCMTAIL , , -

Total yellowtail landings on New England Grounds 
declined 0.7 million pounds for the third quarter' 1~70'when 
compared with the same period of 1969. Accumulative 1970 
landings, however, show a 3 million pound increase -o.ver 1969 
(Table 2). The main reason for the overall decrease in 
third quarter landings was the 16 percent drop in landings 
from Georges Bank. Landings from Southern New England 
gained 1 million pounds in the third quarter, 1970· over this 
same period of 1969. 

, Total catch of yellowtail, which includes estimated 
discard and industrial landings, exhibited similar trends 
as total landings (Table 3). The estimated discards, obtained 
by interviewing captains of yellowtail draggers, rose signifi­
cantly on both major grounds for the 1970 report period in 
relation to 1969. This rise was probably attributable toa 
large percent of the available population taIling immediately 
under the cull point rather than an increase in recruitment. 

Industrial landings of yellowtail from the Southern 
New England ground declined 20 percent (662 thousand pounds) 
tor the third quarter, 1970 over the same 1969 period (Table 3). 

Relative abundance, expressed as landings per day, 
decreased on both major fishing grounds tor the third quarter, 
1970 when compared with the same period of 1969 (Table 2). 
Southern New 'England grounds abundance was notably lower, and 
33 percent more effort was required to register the 13 per­
cent increase in landings tor the quarter. 

Survey cruise abundance estimates also show a 
decline of stocks for 1970 as depicted in the table below: 

So.N.E. Geo.Bank 
Year !:i.2!.. Wt. Nos. ~ - -
1963 50.6 32.1 30.1 22.0 
1964 60.8 41.9 22.5 23.4 
1965 38.7 28.0 15.0 15.7 
1966 50.2 20.8 14.8 6.7 
1967 57.7 31.0 18.6 13.0 
1968 40.2 22.1 25.6 18.1 
1969 5~.7 31.7 23.1 15.9 
1970 39.2 23.9 12.2 8.3 
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TABLE 2 

YELLOWTAIL THIRD QUARTER STATISTICS 

(Landings in thousands of pounds. Live weigi?t., 
~ 

LandinSils Land/Da2 Accumulative 
Areas 1970 1969 1970 1969 1970 1969 

Southern 
New ~ngland 5994 4972 5296 6537 19063 16514 

Georges Bank 10568 12583 5247 5986 27318 26524 

Mid-Atlantic 735 112 8754 6127 1262 1162 

Cape Cod 
GroUnds 287 632 5000 5254 1967 2470 

Total 17584 18299 5314 6063 49610 46670 

". 
"k 
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TABLE 3 

YELLOWTAIL CATCH FOR THE TWO MAJOR FISHING AREAS 

THIRD QUARTER,' 1969 and 1970 

(Landings in thousands of pounds. Live ·weigh:t.) 

So. New En!illand Geor~es Bank 
1970 1969 1970 1969 

.. 
Food Landings 5994 4972 10568 12583 

Estimated Percent Discard 47.1 30.4 41.4 21 .. 1 

Estimated Discards (lbs.) 2823 1511 4375 2655 

Estimated Catch*' 8817 6483 14943 15238 

Industrial Landings 2645 3307 -
Total Catch*'* 11462 9790 14943 15238 

*Estimated catch = food landings + est±mated discards. 
**'Total catch = estimated catch + industrial landings • 

. ' 



COD 

Cod landings from Georges Bank were 1.4 ~illion 
pounds lower for the third quarter, 1970 compared wr~ the 
same 1969 period (,rable 4). Landings per day, which- increased 
compared to 1969, probably does not represent any significant 
increase in population abundance over 1969, because of a change 
in fishing practice related to the haddock decrease. 

Cod stocks in other ICNAF areas and in the eastern 
North Atlantic have been fished exceedingly hard and are at 
a low .~vel. Additional fishing pressure on Georges Bank for 
cod W9uld probably exceed the sustainable yield; the current 
total catch is probably too high to maintain over the long run. 

TABLE 4 

COD THIRD QUARTER STATISTICS 

(Landings in thousands of pounds. Live weight.) 

Area 

Georges 
Bank 

Landings 
1970 1969 

9965 11371 

11 Based on Boston OiL's 

.' 

Land/DaylJ Accumulative 
1970 1969 1970 1969 

4570 3254 25087 26944 
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REDFISH 

Landings of redfish for the third quarter, 1970 
declined about 3 million pounds (15 percent) from :th~.tt1ird 
quarter, 1969 (Table 5). Total landings over the ni~e .month 
period of 1970 were equal that for the same tim~ inl1969~ 

Landings from the Gulf of St. Lawrence were 5 million 
pounds (35 percent) less, while Nova Scotian landings advanced 
by 2 million pounds for the third quarter, 1970 when compared 
with the same period ot 1969. 

-' Estimates of abundance remain high tor all grounds 
although there was a substantial decline during the third 
quarter~ 1970 in comparison with the third quarter, 1969. 
Indications are that good catches of redtish are still being 
made; however, the relatively low market price requires that 
landings per trip be high for all concerned to profit adequately. 

TABLE 5 

REDFISH THIRD QUARTER STATISTICS
I

/ 

(Landings in thousands of P?unds. Live weight.) 

Areas 

Gulf of 
Maine 

Nova Scotia 

Gulf of 
St. Lawrence 

Total 

1/ 5Z (Georges 

Landings Land/Day 
1970 1969 1970 1969 

4644 4487 13934 20720 

2128 75 34237 4546 

. ; 

. 9497 ·14593 30400 42224 

16269 19155 23911 33995 

Bank) not included. 
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Accumulative 
1970 1969 

26068 17810 

3117 2319 

12352 ·20925 

41537 41054 



SILVER HAKE (Food Fish) 

Total landings of silver hake used for food 
decreased about 1 million pounds (3 percent) in the ·th~rd 
quarter,· 1970 compared with the third quarter} 1969· ,(lTable 6). 
Gulf of Maine landings registered a 8 million pound -(32 per­
cent) decrease while Georges Bank landings increased 7 million 
pounds. Over the nine month period, 1970 landings were 1 
million pounds ahead of the previo~s year. 

Abundance estimates were higher on both major 
grounds .. during the third quarter, 1970 than for the same 
perio~n 1969. Stock levels, however, are still low because 
of poor recruitment in the Gulf of Maine and heavy fishing 
pressure.on Georges Bank. 

TABLE 6 

SILVER HAKE THIRD QUARTER STATISTICS 

(Landings in thousands of pounds. Liy,e weight.) 

Landings 
Areas 1970 1969 

Gulf of Maine 16744 24567 

Georges Bank 9835 2779 

Total 26579 27346 

Land/Day 
1970 1969 

17143 16802 

36925 12232 

21115 16367 
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Accumulative 
1970 1969 

21088 28520 

14119 6094 

35207 34614 



INDUSTRIAL SPECIES 

Third quarter industrial landings we~e down. 6 
million pounds in 1970 compared with the third quari~r,~1969; 
the nine month total landings were off 20.8 million ,pounds 
(Table 7). 

Total red hake landings for the quarter were 28 
percent under that for the previous year's third quarter,. 
while silver hake landings increased 44 percent. 

, Some rise in catch/day is noted for red hake in 
the t.~d quarter when compared with 1969; however, it is 
doubtful that this represents any significant upward trend 
in abundance. Overall estimates (including survey data) 
indicate no appreciable change in abundance is likely before 
1971. 

Species composition, in percent, of industrial 
landings for the third quarter is given in Table 8~ Consid­
erable variation in percentages is noted between the two 
major industrial grounds. 
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TABLE 7 

INDUSTRIAL RED AND SILVER HAKE THIRD QUARTER STATISTICS 

(Landings in thousands at pounds. Live wei.ght~.~r 

Landingsl! LandIDal?! . Accumulative 
$pecies 1970 1969 1970 1969 1970 1969 

. Southern New England 
.,.) 

Red hake 3990 5494 49911 31937 7253 9102 
Silver hake 1292 610 11164 20928 1759 2730 
Total Red and 

Silver hake 5282 6104 61675 52865 9012 11832 
Total Industrial 8788 14197 36333 51373 

Mid-Atlantic 

Red hake 335 526 13357 26280 418 1050 
Silver hake 154 394 1220 19272 231 802 
Total Red and 
Silver hake 489 920 20571 45552 649 1852 

Total Industrial 1691 2240 5816 11532 

Total Red hake 4325 6020 47185 31288 1671 10152 
Total Silver hake 1446 1004 11201 20119 1990 3532 
Total Industrial 10479 16437 84158 109018 42149 62905 

1/ Southern New England and Mid-Atlantic only. 

y Based on using unweighted basket samples. 

.' 
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TABLE 8 

INDUSTRIAL FISHERIES 

Species composition from Industrial Samples for the Th~rd.Quarter 

1969 and 1970 (figures are in percents). 

Mid. Atlantic S. N. Englatld 
1970 1969 1970 1969 

.-
Red hake 19.8 23.5 45.4 38.7 

Silver hake 9.1 17.6 14.7 4.3 

Yellowtail 37.1 15.3 11.7 36.0 

Blackback 9.3 11.6 9.0 6.3 

Sculpin 0.7 3.2 3.2 0.6 

Ocean pout 0.8 0.2 2.6 1.0 

Other 23.2 28.6 13.4 13.1 
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