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HADDOCK

~ Total haddock 1andings from Géorges Bank in the first nine
months of 1968 (Table 1) was 29 pefcént less than in 1967, La.rge
haddock landings mcreased about 4 rmlhon pounds, not enough to
offset the 54 percent dechne in scrod.

Poor recruitment for three successive years-(64'-63 ye.ar
classes) on Georges Bank is the immedi'ateA cause of the presént
‘decline in the US haddock fiéhery. The 1962 and 1963 year _classes.
are the major contfibutors to the fishery at this time (Figure 1), and
they have been fished down to the level where they will support the
fishery at a much lower level in 1969.

The annual Groundfish Survey aboard the Albatross IV this

past fall found the 1968 year class of haddock to be another poor
one (Figure 2). Because of the absence of fish less than five years
old on the Bank (Figu;eA 1) and another poor year class, 1971 would
be the earliest any relief could be 'felf, providing of course, the 1969
jear class is a sti'tmg one, | . o : |

There has been much speculation as to why there hasn't beeﬁ
4 succegsful year.vclass since 1963, | b'ﬁt as yet @s question has not

been answered.
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Scrod abundance (Figure 3) on Georges Bank for the Third
Quarter was down about half compared to the Third Quarter of 1967.
Large haddock, on the other hand, was slightly more abundant this

year (Figure' 4). La.rge haddock abundance however, should begin to

decline in 1969 and continue downward into the 1970's.

Earlier it was predicted that the 1963 year class, when it

- was fully recrulted on Browns Bank, would do much to bolster laggmg : -

Georges Bank landings. Browns Bank landmgs (Table 1) have mcreased o |
slightly but not nearly as much as expected A preliminary analysis
of Browns Bank age frequencies 1nd1cates that the 1963 year class

has been fished quite heav:tly smce 1966 (by countrles other than the | .
US). This year class supported 60 to 70 percent of the landmgs from

Browns in 1967. Data for 1968 is not available so if is impossible to

tell what the 1963 year class looks like this year. | :
| - From all indications it now appears that New England haddock

fishery is in store for a lean period which should extend well into the

10's. New England haddock 13.ndings will reach 71 million pounds in

1968, and much less in 1969.




TABLE 1 -
HADDOCK THIRD QUARTER STATISTICS
(Live Welght)
— T Third Quarter _____________ Accumulative
: Landings in thou- Landing/ Day Landings in thou-
, o . sands ofpounds °~  in pounds ~_sands of pounds
| irea T T968 1967 1968 1067 1968 1967
Fa Serod - 5,915 13,061 1,723 3,423  20,076.43,457 /.
Large 10,242 7,925 2,609 2,068 - 27,083 22,835
. Total 16,157 19,986 4,332 5,491 47,159 66,292 -
frowns : o v ‘ _—
fak Serod . 13 . 231 -- . 8,718 3,303 2,965
 Large 10 . 50  -- 1,455 1,663 1,479
~ Total 23 281 -- 10,173 4,966 4,444
laine ~ Scrod 660 - 1,831 = -- . == 3,298 5,334
Large 1,007 863 — - 2,029 2,794
Total 1,667 2,694 -- - 6,227 8,128
By of S P B ‘
fady  Serod  .-833 2,767 3,249 7,062 969 3,211
Large 424 508 1,385 1,287 474 630
Total 1,257 3,275 4,634 . 8,349 1,443 3,841
% Scrod 7,421 16,890 1,930 3,820 27,646 54,967 |
*z Large 11,683 9,346 2,555 1,990- 31,148 27,738
Total 19,104 26,236 4,485 5,810 59,795 82,705 . .
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YELLOWTAIL

Total yellowtail iand'ing (9 months) in 1968 (Table 2) was
46. 5 million pounds. ThlS was about 9 mllhon pounds h.].gher than -
for the first nme months of 1967. Landmgs should reach 65 xmlhon
pounds thxs year. | | | 'V
Abundance on both grounds was hlgher in the Third Quarter
of 1968 (Figures 5 and 6) than in 1967 and almost as high as in 1965,
This year's increase in abundance and landings was a result of the

large 1964 and 196 5 year classes (Figﬁres 7 and 8). These two year

classes were comparable in strength to the 1960-1965 average, the
period of highest landings and abundance in the history of the yellow-"
‘tail fishery. 'The 1966 year class (two's) does not appear as strong - |

as the two previous year classes (three's and four's) on either grounds

but it ig about‘average on Geofges _Banl; for the Third Quarter.
Because o£ the smalle/rﬁ size of this year class on Southe.rn New Englan(i
grounds,. v}e ‘can probably expect slightly lower abundance in 1969.
Landings could remain high if‘ the effort increases.

The Middle Atlantic grounds (off Long Island) contribution
to landings in 1968 is about one-sixth of what it was in 1967. I think
however, that this is a resﬁlt of é. shift in effort to the more desirable 7

Fy

and abundant large yellowtail found on other grounds. |
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TABLE 2

i YELLOWTAIL THIRD QUARTER STATISTICS
. (Live Welght) B

— - — Third Quarter Accumulatlv'e o
Landings in thou- I..andmgs/ Day Landings in thou=-
. sands of Eounds in pounds sands of pounds
Area 1968 1967 1968 1967 1968 1967
~ So, New . _ ‘ o ‘< - R ’
. England - 6,805 | 7,187 . 6,156 5,706 22,320 17,170
~ Georges , S S
~ Bank 11,698 6,419 7,002 5,386 20,625 11,433
Mid- - o o . «
Atlantic 222 886 6,891 13,398 . 889 6,279
Cape Cod : : o ~ : o
Bay 560 583 3,521 3,174 2,694 2,593
« Total 19,285 15,075 - 6,757 5,721 46,528 37,475
COD
Cod abundance and landings have increased somewhat in 1968
(Table 3). This increase, While not great, has been steady'throxigh
1967-68 and is expected to continue in 19689, -

' TABLE 3

..COD THIRD QUARTER STATISTICS
(Live Weight)

Third Quarter

Accumulative
Landings in thou- Landings/Day Landings in thou~
sands of pounds in pounds sands of pounds
1968 1967 1968 1967 1968 1967
9,594 8,890 3,437 3,014 25,242 21,806




REDFISH

Total landings of redfish (Table 4) were down about eight

percent through the Thl]:‘d Quarter of 1968 This is contrasted by " .
the fact that abundance (Flgure 9) m the Gulf of St Lawrence and o

the Gulf of Maine has increased.

TABLE 4 B
+ REDFISH THIRD QUARTER STATISTICS
. (Live Weight)

‘ - Third Quarter - Accumulative
Liandings in thou- Landings/Day Landings in thou-
sands of pounds in pounds sands of pounds

- 1968 1967 1968 1967 1568 1967
1,136 3,831 32,738 22,217 8,150 12,066

474 . 1,264 . 15,474 15,231 9,293 13,162
19, 011 - 19, 137‘ 50, 534 61, 943 26,594 22, 4489
20,621 24,232 48,748 42,624 44,037 47,677
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SILVER HAKE

The silver hake fishery in the Gulf_o,f Maine has made a ;
significant come-back in 1968 but has deteriorated on GeOrges Bank -

(Table 5). Total landmgs in 1968 will probably be lower than in 1967 :

(but the increase in silver hake abundance in the Gulf of Ma.me may P

help to increase landmgs in 1969.)

A b p

"TABLE 5

SILVER HAKE THIRD QUARTER STATISTICS
(Live Weight)

“Third Quarter - Accumulative

Landings in thou- "Tandings/Day  Landings in thou-

sands of pounds in pounds = 'sands of pounds
19681967 . 1968 _ 1967 1968 1967

44,133 24,937 - 37,825 : 25,241 49,724 42,415

12,402 24,434 34,294 38,716 15,930 33,423

56’:535 49, 371 37,024 32,733 65,654 75,838 -




INDUSTRIAL FISHERY

Industrial landings (Tabié 6) from Southern Néw England
grounds were down about ninke‘percent fpr‘_the first nine months of
1968. Thié decrease occurred among 'sp:ecies other tha_ﬁ red and‘.
silver hake, whbse-iaﬁdings were abou{ the‘ same as 1ast year. |
‘Silver hake abundance (Figuré 10) was up for the Thifd
Qué.rter compared to 1967 as vs}asAred hake ‘abundax‘ace (Figure 11).
Further agreerﬁ_enté for reducing foreign fishing agtivity in soiither;i }
New England waters is a requisite for the continuance of incréaéing' .

abundance in 1969,

T




TABLE 6 |
INDUSTRIAL RED AND SILVER HAKE THIRD QUARTER STATISTICS :
' (Live Weight)
— — ’ THrd Quarter ' Accumulé,’tive
- Liandings in thou- Landings/Day = Ladndings in thou-
srea and . - sands of pounds : in pounds sands of pounds
Species _ TTT968 1967 1968 1967 1968 1967
g@ New _ o ‘ o o . ‘ o : /
Red Hake ' 5,185 4,385 29,919 24,212 9,519 9,143
' Silver Hake 4,203 3,120 24,254 17,247 6,016 4,514 N
Total | 9,388 7,505 54,173 41,459 15,535 13,657 _ - |
id-Atlantic
Red Hake 15 991 5,491 25,410 72 1,026
Silver Hake 13 590 . 4,936 17,211 246 710
Total . 28 1,581 10,427, 42,621 318 1,736 n
%l Red Hake 5 zoo 5,376 20,848 24,414 9,591 10,169
vl Silver Hake 47216 3,710 24,194 17,221 6,262 5,224 L
tal Industrial 17,392 17,464 99,415 79,340 60,632 66,660 o
]
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©  SEA SCALLOPS

The decline in sea scallop landizigs and fishing success on

Georges Bank (Table 7) continued through the Third Q_ﬁarter. - Middle o
Atlantic landings v}hile slightly higher in 1968, are styillb.far beiow the / .
record levels achieved in 1965 and 1966, Aburidan’ce o_h both grounds ; :
| (Figuréé 12 and 13) continue’s» to trend dov%nwafd, reﬂecting "che' lack : o
of recruitment in the past few years. 7 | '
The 1968 séallop survey aboard the Albatross 8% iﬁdi‘cated | ]
that a. contiriued lo‘w‘ level of abundance can be expe»c‘:ted on George Y
Bank in 1868. “ , | | |
TABLE 7 )
~+ SEA SCALLOP THIRD QUARTER STATISTICS
- (Meat Weight)
Third.Quarter B Accumulative
Landings in thou- Landings/Day Landings in thou-
sands of pounds in pounds sands of pounds R
o 1968 1967 1968 1‘%77 1968 1967 ’”
760 1,109 1,213 1,578 1,563 1,714 |
. 1,968 1,400 1,202 ‘l‘, 505 5; 939 4,595
2,728 2,509 - 1,269 1,536 - 7,502 6,309
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