
SOME STl~TISTICS 
on the 1/ 

S~ SCALLOP FISHER("'" 

In reSpdllSa. to a nUlilber of inquiries regardiug the present 
status of the New England Sea Scallop Fishery, available data concerning 
this fishery hav~ been tabulated and summ.arized. 

Fairly CO£lPlete records of landings in l.Iiddle Atlantic and 
North Atlantic states extend bacl~ to Ij29 and there are sporadic records 
:f'O~~lyears back to 1889. Th:€Se are tabulated in Table 1 by states. 

The importanc,e of New Bedford as the prinCipal sea scallop 
port in recent years is shown by Table 2 in which the landings at that 
port are compared with the landings for the entire Atlantic 'coast for 
the-years 1938 to 1950. 

In Figure 1 are outlined the principal grounds which are now 
fished for sea scaIIop~. The variation in production of these various 
grounds from 1944 to 19.50 is presented in Tetle 3. 

An indic8.tion of the intensity of fishing is ShOTf.Jn' by Table 4 
in vlhich the number of trips made is tabulated for the years 1944 .. 1950. 
This table als~ gives an expression of the relative abundance (catch 
per boat per day) of scallops on all banks as a i;lhole for that period. 

Table 5 presents relative abundance data {catch per day} 
for the various areas fished during the 1944-1950 period. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service has no records of areas fished 
for scallops previous to the year 1944 and the data for years subsequent 
to 1950 have not yet been processed. 

11 Prepared by the North Atlantic Fishery Investigations, Fish and 
Wildlife Serrice, U. S. Department of the Interior ~ \'~ood's Hole Station, 
Woods Hole, Massachuaetts, Hay 1952. 



..L.ALd .. :I.i!I ~ ...... -.l::anc,Jni~s 01· sea scC!.-!:.~ol?S by 

.. --.--.. -.-----.~---.-.--- .. ---- Total ---.------- Total Total 

Year Haine flIass. Rhode Conn. New New New Middle ChesQT)oake 
Island Engla_r.:.~ ____ yo~~ __ ._ Jersoy ____ At~~ntic ___ l/ __ 

1889 295,299 28,550 323, 81~9 * * * * * 
1898 / 166,509 . 198,4/1-0 - 36/h 9~ .. 9 * * * * * 
1902 114,656 19,200 .. 133,856 * * j';.. * * 
1905 415,600 15,005 - 430,605 * * * * * 
1919 72,512 42,300 114,812 * * * .* * 
1924 200,511:- 132,600 339, Ill" *" * * * * 
1926 * *. * .r.- * 1,067,961" 1~7,436 1,115,400 * 
19~8 326,178 119,124 29,970 475,272 * * * * * 
1929 35B,570 446,2&0 824,850 1t.610,310 56,700 1,667,010 2,191,860 
1930 436,416 510,738 . 947, 15/}· * * * * * 
1931 586,870 493,663 423 1,030,956 1,097,868 154,]64 1,252,232 2,333,188 
1932 607,780 869,631" 9/u 527 1,571,9411,531,587 240,-234 1,771,821 3,3L!-3,762 
1933 1,073,172 1,029,097 55,926 2,158,195 1,823;1,,92 373,589 2,.197,081. 72,645 4,427,921 
1934 * * * * * ' * * * * * 
1935 7A3,200 921r,300 2,600 1;670,1002,213,500 426,600 2,640,100· -.. 4,310,200 
1936 * * * * * * * * * * 
1937 679,400 1 .. ,976,900 2,700 5,659,000 2,818,700 234,100 3,052,800 10,.809 8,722,600 .. 
1938 792,900 5,057,200 400 5,850,500 2,9ir~,,800 114,000 3,058,800 8,999,300 

..... 1939 593,500 6,584,400 7,177,9002,590,500 20,100 2,610,600 9,788,500 
1940 199,100 5,191,700 100 5,390 ,900 2, 18LI-, il-OO" 67, 500 2,251,900 7 , 6/~2, 800 

1941 ** ** **.. ** . ** ** ** ** ** 7 ~ 864, ~OO 
1942 1)2,100 6,007,200 100 25,000 6,164,400 962~200 '56,400 1,018,600 7,183,000 
194.3 232,700 4,609,500 4,8L .. 2,200 686, LrOO 300 686,700 5,528,900 
1944 77,800 4,158,700 26,500 4,263,000 605,600 100 605,700 4, 86B,700 
1945 71,400 3,920,200 2,600 3,991h 2OO 1,6/! .. 8,100 6g,500 1,716,600 5,710,800 
1946 136,800 9,43g,300 3,000 9,578,100 1,96~,100 6P,800 2,049,350 11,h13,OOO 
19L",7 507,100 12,52/1'1600 1,600 6,000 13,039,300 1,L""~1,OOO 173,000 1, 6JJ\-, 800 14,fJ5!"9100, 
191}8 453,686 11,638,057 12,091,7Lj.3 3,318,200 83l),100 4,153,300 100 16,24 .. t)~ 11:..3 
1949 508,916 13,178,905 13,687,821 2,521,863 /~2P,$72 2,950,735 16,63R,t)l)6 
1950 52/} , 824 1),186,177 17,000 13,728,001 1+1 045,437 693,123 4, 738, 560 1P., 4.66, 561 
---, .--- ------ •• - ____ .- ..... ' ___ • ____ ·~ _____ • ___ ··~-.----___ '_ ... ______ ,.. __ 4 ______ _ 

1/ Virginia and r:iary1and 
* No data available 
7H<- No brealcdoy!n by state or reeion 



---''"Percent 

. Year l Nevt . Bedford Atlantio Coast Landed at 
Hew Bedford . 

----- ~,-~ 

1938 4,255 8,909 47.8 

1939 4,733 9.'789 48.4 

1940 4,414 ~ '1. 643 57.8 

1941 5, 579 7,865 70.9 

1942 5,446 7,l83 75.8 

'1943 3,832 5,529 69.3 

1944 4~OO9 4,869 82.3 . 
1945 3,897 5,711 68.3 . 

~ 

1946 8;940 11,613 71.0 

1947 10,675, 14,6.54 72.8 

1948 10,082 ... 16,245 62.~ 
I . 

1949 11,70'1 16,639 70.4 

1950 11,982 ~8,467 63.9 



TABLE ',3. --PrC'ductjcn of see !!.S.r 110Ds b'.r fisld.hg; a.re£) £is 1en~ed s.t New Bed-ford, 1V18KS., 'lS<.l:<.I:-~O. 

l
" '! 't t, ' ...... -~~--- . I 

, , ,: /19'.1:'.1: .... "", 19'.1:0 I '. t 19<.<6. IS'J:7 ,.' . " i9':l:E:i, ','! , 19'19 .. 1 1£'50 

iis:...1n,q: Area , _. ~_':.l1nd.',:".t~.f:~._n .. ~~._~?~~~~,_,_,~.:rCEnti . pounds __ ~e:...:~~_t,.~~' _,~p. 0unds ~ercentj Founds /)FJr.sen:~_'· PoUnds' Percent' Founlis FE:rcent 
, t· ,I ,.1 I ' . ' Ii "I ; 

Stellwegen or ~11dd1e '~ ;40tOe8~ ,hOI -,~! 0.0, \ 4':&-,700 0.5 r 85,400; 0.8 30,246\ 0.3 8l,950 t 0.'1' 203,6C?7! 1.7 
" Bank (XXIt-E) I. I' I I' I ' 

, t· " I 

'q. Side So.' Chenne1 t. ,240,529 ': 6.0: iJ31,22>0 8.5 ,562>,221 '. 6.3,11366~414,; 12.8 1.492,107 14.8 2~41lt€761 .2C.6 : 2,048,955 17.1 

flO Buoy, :i Moon Sbl. " i I I 
& Ii.. Channel (X:::II-G) .I' ,/, / ; ~ I , t· ' 

'. ,,\ ' , . ",' , .'" ,\ I . 
Cultivator f:.c.oels) , ,I 40L,.B,Bl i , 10'-d, 701,430 18.0 992.:342 h.l tl,lS5,612! 11.2' hl,l4S :, 1.4 "iof:S,286. 01.1:.0 59',910 I 0.5 
(XXII-H) . ,I I,' -, ;. I 
Northern Edge 
(JlXII-'-J) 

scutheast Georges 
(XXII-wI) 

• Southwest Georges 
(XXII-N) 

Nr ntucl':e'~~~alc 
(XXII-O) . 

Off Fire Island Inlet 
C S'L of An:brose Lt.) ~ 
(XXIII) , 

Tdel ell araBS 

; 

-I 

,; 

1/ 

i 
! 
I 
i 
I 

\ ' " i 

! ' 
7,<[i25,S5-0.! 70.5 3,77tJ,59,5 

, .,' , 

I 

! 

i . 

,37;.4 , 4.237,994 
'(, I "', ' 

36.2 ; 2,180,758; 18.2 
, ! . 2,325.111 5,8.0;1,987,385 . 51. 0 '~1,OE:5 .588' 45. '( 

40(),.t:81: ,'. 10 . Oj '1361;j~() , 3.5 ; 11143.040 l..S 0.~ : 2,27L,'.I.8b: 1.3 "2;02<.1:,989 

I 
''1' 

~6.'O?6' ! 22.6, 152,193 'I
i 

,I, 
16.9 

( ",J !:, :'1 

90,736 " 0.9 'i' <:68 1287 . 

( ..... 

'i2I1.'~5 '3.0:1 

1l~i£'05 

<lE~1t057 . 12.(), 5'i5,~$7 

Lo ! 2 ,369 ,10 i ,l: 

, 
l~f.() 'N2,021 

26~5 , 

81.~ 

.. ! 

, 

il 
-:-.1 I, 

394,979 

, 1 22.9 I 0.0 <1.0 l2;7-13.920 

! 
20.7 3,816,536 1 

, ' , '. 21.3 I 
Ii. I 

32.6 : 2.552,205 
I I 

I 
3.'1 \ 2,01;6;934 : 

O 0 , 77.936 2 0 (I.() 10,675. U.1 '!' El,b5<.t ,r 1.9 I '70,243 0.6 167;7b1:. l..o! I 
• II ,. I ( It. . 

';' : 'I i·' I I I' . -'. ,- /., 

-, ._'--------.' ....... ---...,..., .. -.. :cI!!:;'lI'_d.!lC!!.!t:Jt_aa~Z;--· ====-~. ::=~. 
,- :.. . ;.: • . , j I', ;.. . i I 

'1,n08,812100,.0.3,896,833 100.0 8.9'10.016 )OO;O:!O.~5~lOO_I,ll'O.0 ~o,mn,B051100.b '11,707,165 flOd.? jll,9f32,lb5 i 100.0 .1 
I . , ___ ~:m.."""..1......;... .,) I . . I I . 

I 



,, 

Table 4: Number of triEs and catch' per day tor New 
- _ "Bedford sea scallop fl:!et s 1944-1950. 

Tear-'-N::::um--:b-e-r--of~T::-n-:-·-p-s. -. --=-ca-t~c-'h-p-er-'b-o-a""t-p"'e-r"-d-ay':"'" 
(in pounds) 

1944 

1945 

1946 . 
I . 

19M7 

1948 

1949 

1950. 

325 

296 

766 

1,435 

1,404 

~,494 

1,393 

i '\ 

1,807 

l,6;8 . 
1,790 

1,669 

• 

l,32Q 

1,389 

1,646 



E 

Mass. 

; 

1,022 

-----
1,102 

945 

1948 906 

1949 1,021 

1950 1,286 

Table .5: Catch per day of Sea Scallops by area 
1944-1950 
(in pounds) 

0 G H J M 

l'Tan. Shoals W. Side E. Side Northern o ent ral 
& South South Edge & & S.E. 

Lightship Channel Channel N.E .. Peak Georges 
Grounds 

1',596 . ~t7'68 1,609 1,886 1,842 

I1456 1,670 17624 1,698 1,727 

I,.505 1.,365 1,677 1,870 1.782 

1,194 1,436 1,,.642 1,,734 1,.626 

~t389 1,229 1,336 1,307 1.,392 

1,456 1,350 It525 1)364 1),411 
~ 

1,806 1,456 1,463 1,606 1,658 

.-

\\ 

N 

Southwest Off 
Georges tong 

Island 

2,054 -II1II." . 
4 633 1,080 

1,990 ..--

-- 450 

1,260 1,035 

1,323 1,026 

1,766 1,3~9 
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