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INTRODUCTION 

The success of any effort to assess the environmental impact of an oil 
spill depends largely on having adequate baseline data and being able to 
conduct long-term investigations. The studies initiated at the time of a 
spill can answer questions regarding immediate effects of the spill. 
These are necessary. However, it is the 10ntler:msu~blethaljmPa"~1~ of 
chronic exposures of an ecosystem to petroleum hydrocarbons that need to 
be evaluated. Such effects can be detected or recovery measured only 
through long-term monitoring. 

The Northeast Fisheries Center of the r~ational Marine Fisheries Service 
carries out marine ecosystem research off the Northeast coast including 
the Gulf of Maine, Georges Bank and the Mid-Atlantic Bight. In addition 
to providing assessments of the status of fish stocks, information is 
also obtained on the. physiological condition or health of the marine 
ecosystem. Population estimates are obtained largely through interviews 
with fishermen and analyses of fish catches combined with fishery independ
ent survey information. Surveys of fish and ichthyoplankton are.carried 
out through the f1ARt1AP (Mari ne Resource, Honi tori ng, Assessment and 
Prediction) program. There is also a growing concern about the effects 
of marine pollution, not only on the yield of fisheries resources, but 
also on the health of human populations. Current studies of pollutants 
in the marine environment are site specific and of short duration. 
Through the Ocean Pulse program the NEFC coordinates its studies and the 
studies of other groups to determine the wide, long-range effects of 
marine pollution on the ecosystem and to distinguish between effects due 
to contaminants and those due to natural factors. 

These tl'lO programs, ~lARr'lAP and Ocean Pul se, are carri ed out by six pri n
cipal Divisional elements located within the NEFC. They are Resource 
Assessment, flari ne Ecosys tems, Resource Util i za ti on, Envi ronmenta 1 
Assessment, Aquaculture, and Pathobiology. These activities are carried 
out at six laboratories: Woods Hole, ~lA; Gloucester, f1A; Narragansett, 
RI; Milford, CT; Sandy Hook, NJ; and Oxford, ~1D. The Atlantic Environ
menta 1 Group, t·lanned Undersea Research and Technology program and Nati ona 1 
Systematics Laboratory support the divisional investigations. 

In addition to long term monitoring of fishery resource distribution, 
abundance and health, the NEFC also has the capabil ityof making short
term risk analyses of an oil spill through the expertise of the Atlantic 
Environmental Group and the Fishery Oceanography Investigation of the 
Narine Ecosystem Division. Long-term environmental information on 
currents, eddies, winds. Gulf Stream meanders and warm core eddies along 
the Slope and Continental Shelf are used to make predictions on the 
expected movement and fate of an oil spill. Through these predictions 
it is possible to plan the appropriate short- or long-term studies to 
assess the impact of a spill. 
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RESEARCH PROGRAflS 
National Marine Fisheries Service 

Northeas t Fi sheri es Center 

Research to support fisheries management focuses on predicting changes in 
the size, composition, and structure of the fisheries resources off the 
Northeast coast. This research is carried out largely through the MARMAP 
program. t·1ARr~AP information, when combined with data on the effects of 
natural and man-made environmental' factors, permits the prediction of the 
production of fish stocks. Relevant social, economic, and/or ecological 
factors are incorporated into these estimates. 

The principal elements of ~1ARt'1AP include resource surveys, analyses of 
commercial and recreational fish catches, fishery oceanography, and 
fishery engineering'. Each is necessary, but none of them is in itself 
sufficient for resource assessment. Data analysis tasks combine the 
results of surveys, catch statistics, biometric data (age, growth, . 
fecundity, recruitment, and mortality rates) plus information on, environ
mental conditions and food chain dynamics to produce updated stock 
assessments. 

TVIO types of r~ARMAP Surveys are currently bei ng' conducted. One type of 
survey (S-I-Ichthyoplankton Appendix I) monitors changes in distribution 
and abundance of fish eggs and larvae. These data are used to estimate 
size of spawning stocks and to forecast annual recruits. Fish are 
sensitive to environmental changes during their early life stages, and 
the mortality for each year class can affect future harvests. These 
survey operations are conducted cooperatively with the USSR, Poland, 
Canada, FRG and GDR on a bimonthly basis in the Atlantic. A detailed 
list of cooperative surveys for 1978 is shown in Figure 1. 

A second type of survey focuses on the abundance and distribution of 
fish and shellfish species which live at or near the bottom when they 
reach harvestable size, (e.g., cod, flounder, scallop, lobster, crab, 
and shrimp). Bottom survey operations (S-II-Ground Fish Appendix II) 
are conducted vlith several foreign nations in the tlorthvlest Atlantic 
from Greenland to Cape Hatteras (Figure 2), and under contract with the 
State of South Carolina from Cape Hatteras to the Florida Keys. Two 
NOAA fleet vessels, the Albatross IV and the Delal'lareII, support MARt·IAP 
surveys. Surveys are also conducted by charter vesselS-from states, 
universities, and private industry. 

Fishery Analysis 

Assessing the condition of fisheries resources and making forecasts 
requires analysis of data collected from commercial and recreational, 
fisheries and from reSOUI'ce surveys. These statistical analyses of . 
population dynamics and ecology make possible the measurement of fishing 
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Figure 1. TENTATIVE CRUISE SCHEDULE OF NEFC JANUARY - SEPTEMDER FY 1978 
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and natural mortality rates, and of annual changes in abundance caused 
by fishing or environmental changes. These analyses are used to construct 
yield curves and population models, to make stock abundance forecasts, 
and to produce status-of-stock reports for input to management decisions. 
~lAR'·1AP reports include two nationwide summaries, one on the annual 
conditions of the principal stocks off the US coasts that provides 
assessment information on 31 species and groups encompassing 99% of the 
volume and value of the US marine fishery resource. The other is a 
summary of annual environmental changes that have actual or potential 
effect on the distribution and abundance of fish stocks. Assessments 
are based on a series of investigations which begin with the identification 
of a resource, its distribution, and number of component stocks and 
procedes through measurement of mortality rates and other parameters. 
The synthesis of such data provid~s the basis for yield forecasts and 
management recommendations. MARr·1AP assessments are provided to the 
nel'lly estab1 ished Fishery t·lanagement Councils, international, State
Federal and industry commissions, and associations charged I'lith the 
development or management of the various fisheries. Assessments are 
made both on individual species and on the total biomass. In addition, 
approximately 400 technical and scientific reports are produced annually 
which provide assessments of fish species and the more abundant plant· 
and invertebrate populations that support the fish stocks of the region. 

Fishery Oceanography 

Changes in physical and chemical properties of the ocean (currents, 
temperature, nutrients, etc.) affect not only long-term yields and 
annual abundances of fish stocks, but also their distribution. The 
impacts of man's activities (fishing, pollution, environmental modification) 
and of natural environmental processes on the annual production of fish 
crops need to be accurately predicted. MARt·1AP oceanography activities 
include' the analyses of physical, chemical, and biological oceanographic 
data co 11 ected duri ng nARr·1AP surveys and from oceanographic resea rch 
activities of other agencies. Special MARMAP studies are conducted with 
the USSR to obtain organic production and larval survival data and to 
develop ecosystem models for the Northwest Atlantic. 

Physiological Effects of Pollution 

Research for environmental management provides information on the natural 
variability and pollution caused by man's activities in the Northwest and 
Middle Atlantic. This information obtained by NMFS/NEFC program called 
Ocean Pulse comes from conducting baseline studies of the occurrence of 
marine contaminants and their effects on commercially, recreationa1ly, and/or 
ecologically important species, and from monitoring changes in water move
ments, temperature, and dissolved oxygen concentrations. These baseline 
studies and monitoring efforts often include sewage sludge dump sites, 
dredge spoils, industrial ~hemica1s, power plant thermal effluents, and 
oil spills, in order to determine the effects of site-specific contamination 
on the health of the marine ecosystem and its fisheries resources. 
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Ocean Pulse monitors the physiological condition of marine comfllunities in 
both clearr and impacted areas ~p to six times annually (Figure 3). This 
includes physiological, biochemical, behavioral, genetic and histopathologic 
studies as \'Iell as syster:1atic monitoring of pertinant environmental 
variables. Changes in condition due to stress caused by pollution can be 
detected, characterized and evaluated against the long-term monitoring by 
the rlARi,IAP program. 

Short-term site-snecific studies carried out in the wake of an oil spill 
must be integrated Vlith and compared to 10ng-term,populatiOli monitoring 
baseline data supported by physiological effects studies if the impact of 
acute events on an ecosystem are to be evaluated. 

, 
The principal research activities of NEFC are conducted within a divisional 
matrix. A brief description of each of the Center operational elements is 
given belovi and a summary is presented in Appendix III. 

1. RESOURCE ASSESSMENT DIVISION 

The role of the Resource Assessment Division is to assess the effects 
of harvesting on fisheries resources. To do this assessment, the 
Division estimates the relative and absolute abundances; spatial and 
temporal distributions; and harvestable numbers, sizes, and Vleights of 
finfish, shellfish, and crustaceans in the Northwest Atlantic; and 
determi nes the producti vity of these renevlab 1 e mari ne resources from 
an ecosystem standpoint. To accomplish these tasks, the Division 
analyzes both domestic and foreign data from commercial fisheries, 
recreational fisheries, and research surveys. Additional economic and 
biological studies provide data for modeling the fisheries to aid in 
their management for optinum sustainable yield. 

1.1 Resource Surveys Investigation 

Each fall, spri ng, and summer the Resource Surveys Inves ti ga t ion 
surveys with bottom trawls the fisheries resources of the con
tinental shelf from Nova Scotia to ~orth Carolina. These surveys 
are part of the rlarine Monitoring, Assessment, and Prediction 
(W\RHAP) Program I s Survey- I I effort to document the re 1 a ti ve 
abundance and distribution of these resources in the area. Supple
mentary surveys of the area occur regularly, many as cooperative 
efforts with other nations that fish in the ~orthwest Atlantic. 
These suppler,lentary surveys often gather inforI;lation that is not 
gathered in the semiannual surveys such as the seasonal/areal 
distribution of surf clams. 

The standard data that are recorded on these various surveys are the 
length, i'leight, age, and maturity.of the fish, and the temperature 
and depth of the water where captured. Icllthyoplankton samples and 
other hydrographic data are also often collected. Such data reveal 
changes in the size, canposition, or structure of the fisheries 
resource. Some of the hlportant speci es for whi eh these data are 
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PortlMld to :'~?ntreill pipeline. _ 
2. Site of 7 million gallon no. 60ii from AreQ :""'-c,..·}!'.t. 

Dece:;:;ber 1976. -- ----
3. Deepwater site for dumping waste chemicals. he21vy 

rr.etals. nuclides, and sluoge. 
4. Shoal ~;dter site for du[;ming r;--unicircl slud~es. 
5. Acid dumping grcur.cs . 
6. Highly eutropilic areil in offing of Chesapeake 5q. 

Unstressed ~reas 
--r.-lJnstresscd, n:ltural area. habitat of Pandalid shrir~p 

and groundfish sto~ks., 
8. Spilwning ar~J (herring). unstressed natufa1 area. 
9. 'r.',ncr i'nass (slcj)t' '"Jt[;t ir.trvsion). 

10. Currcnts. \'lJtCr r::asses U:~'lFS current meter array. 
slope water intru5io~). 

11. Io.'atcr mdSS (LahraclGr CoastJI ---.> Slope water). 
12. Sp<lwning arca (hJdjock-~H,r!"ing). 
13. Oepth (1500 (,I. cunyon). w.l.tcr mass (ther~Jl 

front). fish cO~:~!"Jnitlcs (dpe:o; pr!.'dators). 
14. Spawning area (hJd~oc).;. cod, yclloi-ltclil floundt'r). 
15. Currents (advci:l1on), nutrients (t;pwelling), 

sPd~;ning ilred (tl,'.t!~OC~.). 
16. iudlJ':.trldl fhh cO~(1'unity habitat. 
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collected are haddock, Atlantic cod, yellowtail flounder, 
silver hake, red hake, white hake, Atlantic herring, Atlantic 
mackerel, spiny dogfish, long-finned squid, and American lobster. 

To complement the bottom trawl surveys, the investigation works 
on the development of hydroacoustical methods to survey pelagic 
fishes. Such vlOrk ranges from the study of the echo strength 
and pattern of a given size and species of fish, to the correla
tion of the hydroacoustical survey of an area with the actual 
net catches of fish from that area. 

Finally, the investigation researches and develops systems for 
improving the efficiency'of such surveys. One system currently 
under study will automatically log data while at sea. This 
automatic data logger records data systematically from on-board, 
automatic sensors, and stores them on magnetic tape in a form 
that can be di rectly interpreted by di gi ta 1 computers once on 
·shore. Such a system permits an ins tantaneous correIa ti on of 
biologica1 data with physical and chemical data. 

1.2 Age and Growth Investigation 

The objective of this investigation is to determine species/stock 
growth rates and the age compositions of both the harvested and 
total populations. Information on this aspect of the population 
dynamics of various species/stocks is needed to assess produc
tivities of species/stocks of the Northwest and Middle Atlantic. 
The investigation also works on the development of systems to aid 
in its research such as a computerized system for automatically 
determi ni ng age and growth from scales and otoliths. Among the 
species aged in this investigation are bluefish, butterfish, haddock, 
yellowtail flounder, Atlantic herring, Atlantic cod, silver hake, 
redfish, pollock, white hake, and Atlantic mackerel. 

1.3 Fisheries Statistics Investigation 

Fisheries statisticians,perform both data reduction and data 
analysis. These data come from catch and effort statistics of 
research surveys and recreational and comnercial fisheries, and 
from biological statistics of fish sampled in such sUl'veys and 
fisheries. Foreign surveys and fisheries also contribute data 
for the reduction and analysis processes. With this information 
the investigation assesses the size, composition, and structure 
of the individual fish stocks and the total fisll biomass of the 
Northwest and Middle Atlantic. 

These assessments form the'basis for a finer analysis. 
investigational staff anillyzes the effects of different 
management regil;les such as optimum sustainable yield on 
and biomass. The researchers also evaluate the effects 
eot levels of catch and effort on the fishing mortal ity 
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stock. Since these analyses and evaluations often require the 
analysis and evaluation of the ecosystem as a whole. this investiga
tion relies heavily upon other investigations for information on 
the various aspects of the ecosyste~. 

1.4 Fisheries Socioeconomics Investigation 

The Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 1976 requires that 
the optimum sustainable yield of a fishery be determined by 
modifying the estimate of maximum sustai>nable yield by "relevant 
econo~ic. social. or ecological factors." The Fisheries Socio
economics Investigation establishes and maintains a socioeconomic 
data base and conducts the analyses needed to define optimum 
sustainable yields. surpluses, and allocations of fisheries 
resources to both commercial and recreational interests. The 
investigation develops economic profiles for various fisheries. 
including the economic value of the fishery. the recreational and 
commerci ali ncome of the fi shery. and the capacity for harves ti n9 
and processing the catch. Econometric models are also constructed 
to evaluate the economic consequences of various management options. 
Sociological factors are a significant component of these.models. 

1.5 Sandy Hook Investigation 

Several of the Resource Assessment Division's key people operate 
out of the Sandy Hook Laboratory. These people serve as a critical 
link to personnel and problems in the f1iddle Atlantic area by 
performing a variety of the duties with the Division in that area. 
Currently. these individuals are analyzing data from a creel 
survey of party and charter boats in New Jersey to estimate 

> biostatistics from that important recreational fishery> and to 
develop iiilproved survey techniques. They are also monitoring 
specific fisheries. such as a study of the Middle Atlantic fisheries 
for the Atlantic cod and an investigation of fecundity and other 
biological parameters for the Atlantic mackerel and the Atlantic 
croaker. Sandy Hook individuals are also deeply involved in 
deve lopi ng mi d-wa ter trawl ing procedures for moni tori ng inshore 
summer fish abundances. 

1.6 Fisheries Analysis Investigation 

This investigation focuses on modeling both the population and 
ecosystem dyna~ics of the comnercially. recreationally. and 
ecologically important fishes in the Northwest and Middle Atlantic. 
Of the traditional fields of population dynamics--population size. 
age-growth. mortality-yield. and stock-recruitment--the first three 
under~o pri~ary study by other investi9ations in the Division ' 
(Resource Surveys. Age and Growth. and Fisheries Statistics. 
respectively). The Fisheries Analysis Investigation integrates 
the results of these studies and primarily or secondarily investi
gates all four fields. 
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For the ecosystem dynamics approach, the staff considers the 
effects of natural and man-made environmental factors on 
interspecific competition and any resultant changes in the 
size, composition, or structure of the biomass. Socioeconomic 
interactions developed by the preceding investigation are also 
included in these fisheries models to aid fisheries managers in 
determining optimum yields. 

2. r1ARINE ECOSYSTEr·1S DIVISION 

Studies of the population dynamics of each species within a fishery 
do not by themselves provide the necessary information to manage 
effectively a multispecies fishery, especially one in which the 
sought-after species occupy different trophic levels. It is important 
to understand the population dynamics of individual species, but it 
is also important to understand the effect that the change in the 
distribution, abundance, and age structure of one species has oh the 
other species in the ecosystem. 

The 50% decrease in the number of finfish off the Northeast an.d 
Middle Atlantic States during the past decade, principally due to 
increased fishing effort, raises some significant questions. Does 
the reduction due to fishing of major predatory species such as 
Atlantic mackerel, haddock, Atlantic herring, yellowtail flounder; 
and Atlantic cod release major prey specie's such as certain zoo-
pI ankters to be consumed by shorter-l ived, faster-grOlvi ng, sma 11 er
sized, and less desirable predatory species? And, I'lhat are the 
probabilities of a return of over-exploited fish species to former 
abundance levels and former habitats? 

St~dies in th~ Marine Ecosystems Division address these questions. 
The studies focus on the critical links between the principal sources 
of fish food and the survival, recruitment, and productivity of the 
principal fish stocks sought after by fishermen. The availability 
of fish stocks to domestic fishermen is an end product of a complex 
series of events and interactions located: at the ocean bottom with 
the benthic food of groundfishes; in the water column with the zoo
planktonic food of pelagic fishes; and in the changing physics and 
chemistry of moving water and weather conditions. 

2.1 Ichthyoplankton Investigation 

I chthyop 1 ankton s tudi es dea 1 Ivith the comI:lun i ty dynami cs of 
larval fishes in the Continental Shelf waters from western Nova 
Scotia to northern North Carolina. To understand these com
munit'y dynamics, the ichthyoplankton biologists are investigating 
the factors that control species dominance in larval fish 
communities, including the influences of competition, predation, 
and hydrography. The staff has the principal responsibility 
for preparing annual forecasts of changes in the abundance, 
levels of the principal fish species in the area. 
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~nother area of responsibility of the investigation is to conduct 
and coordinate the ichthyoplankton surveys of NOAA's Marine 
Monitoring, Assessment, and Prediction Program (MARMAP). This 
coordination involves interaction with American universities and 
state agencies participating in the program, as well as several 
foreign nations (Poland, Soviet Union, East Germany, and West 
Germany). The investigational staff serves in a liaison capacity 
and monitors the ichthyoplankton sorting in the Polish-American 
Plankton Sorting Center in Szczecin, Poland. 

The staff provides annual abundance indices of ichthyoplankton 
and the spawning biomass of selected species. They develop 
taxonomic keys for the identification of larval fishes, prepare 
monography on diagnostic features of fish developmental stages 
from egg through juvenile, and coordinate all NEFC taxonomic 
studies with the tlational Systematics Laboratory. 

2.2 Benthic Dynamics Investigation 

The Benthic Dynamics Investigation monitors and predicts changes 
in the kinds, abundances, and availability of food organisms 
for such bottom-dwelling fishes,as Atlantic cod, haddock, and 
yell~wtail flounder, and for such open-water fishes as Atlantic 
herring and Atlantic mackerel. The investigation studies the 
consequences of such changes in benthic food organisms on the 
distribution and production of demersal and pelagic fish stocks 
in the Georges Bank Gulf of Maine, and Mid-Atlantic Bight 
ecosystems. Staff members identify and enumerate important 
benthic food organisms, and define their environmental require
ments and interrelationships with important fish stocks in the 
area. Another area of interest is the study of the trophodynamic 
relationships between pelagic and demersal species, focusing on 
the role of competition as a contributor to species dominance. 

2.3 Plankton Ecology Investigation 

The thrust of this research is the study of the influences of 
the abund'ance and availability of looplanktonic prey on the 
major pelagic and demersal fish populations on the Continental 
Shelf, including such commercially, recreationally, and ecologically 
important fish stocks as the Atlantic mackerel, Atlantic herring, 
silver and red hakes, pollock, and sand launce. Specific 
research activities include: (1) the preparation of bimonthly 
indices of looplanktonic abundance from western Nova Scotia to 
Cape Hatteras; (2) investigation of the mesoscale and microscale 
relationships between looplanktonic production and larval fish 
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survival; (3) monitoring areal and seasonal changes in zooplank
tonic prey availability along the migration routes of Atlantic 
herring and Atlantic mackerel as part of a study of the factors 
controlling areal and seasonal availability and abundance of the 
biomass of these stocks; (4) investigation of the impact of 
changes in the composition and abundance of the zooplanktonic 
biomass on the productivity of fish in the Georges Bank, Gulf 
of Maine, and Mid-Atlantic Bight ecosystems; and (5) monitoring 
effects of seasonal and annual changes of currents and water 
masses on the distribution and abundances of zooplankton and 
their predators. 

In addition, staff personnel serve as the principal liaisons in 
the ongoing joint studies of secondary production with the Soviet 
Union, poland, and West Germany, as well as oversee the operations 
of the Polish-American Plankton Sorting Center. The staff also 
develops and operates an electronic data processing system for 
quality-controlled data storage and analysis of zooplankton and 
i~hthyoplankton data collected by the NEFC and other cooperating 
groups. 

2.4 Larval Physiology Investigation. 

The Larval Physiology Investigation studies the energetics of 
larval fishes. Through laboratory experimentation and field 
studies the larval fish physiologists develop theories of larval 
growth and survival. Laboratory experiments look at, among other 
things, the effects of changes in the densities of zooplanktonic 
prey on the survival rates of larval fishes under controlled 
temperature conditions. Other studies focus on the linkages, 
both theoretical and actual, between the survival of larvae and 
the recruitment of harvestable-sized individuals into the fishery 
for such popular species as haddock, Atlantic cod, yellowtail 
flounder, winter flounder, and scup. 

2.5 Apex Predators Investigation 

This NEFC research effort looks at the effects of changes in the 
biomass of large predators, including sharks, tunas, and billfishes, 
on the commercially, recreationally, and ecologically important 
stocks of finfishes in the Gulf of Maine, Georges Dank, and the 
Mid-Atlantic Bight ecosystems. Species-specific studies of apex 
predators deal with age-growth relationships, -mortality rates, 
popul at i on recruitment, mi gratot'y beha vi or and patterns, and 
trophodynamics as they relate to requirements for growth and 
reproduction. The investigational staff \'lOrks closely \vith 
fisher~en by: (1) conducting extensive tagging experiments in 
cooperation with recreational and commercial fishermen from 
Maine to North Carolina; (2) serving as the principal liaison 
between the NEFC and recreational fishermen in the same region; 
and (3) monitoring the annual changes in abundances of certain 
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shark populations through in-depth studies of catch data from 
fishing tournaments conducted off the Northeast and Middle Atlantic 
States. In addition, the staff coordinates cooperative studies 
on apex predators with other governmental agencies, private 
groups, and foreign countries such as Poland, Canada, West Germany, 
and the Soviet Union. 

2.6 Oceanography Investigation 

Migrations of fish are not random, but are initiated and guided by 
environmental cues. Although fisheries scientists have been 
moderately successful in describing the movements of pelagic and 
demersal species in response to environmental changes, they have 
been less successful in forecasting the specific times and places 
(patterns) of fish movements. To forecast such fish movements, 
the Oceanography Investigation monitors currents, temperatures, 
salinities, and movements of water masses and water types to 
understand the influences of such oceanographic conditions on 
movements of those species that contribute significantly to the 
fish biomass (Atlantic herring, Atlantic mackerel, Atlantic cod, 
etc:). Research focuses on those environmental conditons that 
optimize survival and growth of the dominant finfishes in the 
Gulf of t1aine, Georges Bank, and -the Mid-Atlantic Bight ecosystems. 

Observations are made on two scales, mesoscale and microscale. 
The mesoscale ~lARHAP surveys from western Nova Scoti a to Cape 
Hatteras occur six times a year. Such mesoscale observations are 
made at sufficient intervals to monitor the movements of such 
fishes as the Atlantic herring, Atlantic mackerel, and Atlantic 
cod, and their zooplanktonic prey. Microscale studies are 
conducted within a given water mass to define the oceanographic 
factors controlling the dispersal and survival of fish eggs and 
larvae at selected spawning sites. Even slight changes in the 
transport of larval fishes by currents can influence the .size 
of a species' entire incoming year class. Studies are also 
conducted on the effects of warm-core rings from the Gulf Stream 
and fluctuations in slope water on the oceanography of the three 

. ecosystems mentioned above. 

The investigational staff also serves as the principal liaison be
tVleen NEFC fi sheri es oceanography stud i es and cooperati ve 
investigations conducted with other governmental agencies, private 
groups, and foreign nations (Soviet Union, West Germany, East 
Germany, and Canada). Additionally, periodic reports of 
anomalous oceanographic conditions are provided to the fishing 
industry and other interested parties. 

2.7 Ecosys tem Dynami cs I nves ti ga ti on 

This investigation develops recruitment models for both pelagic 
and demersal fish species, including haddock, Atlantic cod, 
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yellowtail flounder, Atlantic herring, and Atlantic mackerel. 
Models of larval fish behavior are also developed to assess the 
effects of variations of larval and juvenile growth and mortality 
on these stock-recruitment relationships. The information 
generated by these studies permits the development of candidate -...w' 
models of the marine ecosystem. The models are then compared 
with the empirical structure, standing crop, and production of 
specific finfish and benthic invertebrate communities. The 
models of selected population processes and 'biological interactions 
are used to provide practical advice to fisheries managers in the 
Northwest and Middle Atlantic. 

Multispecies models are developed that take into account the 
energy requirements of the major fish populations under different 
simulated management regimes. These studies will lead to the 
development of more efficient management strategies for dealing 
with the three principal marine ecosystems of interest, the Gulf 
of Maine, Georges Bank, and the Mid-Atlantic Bight. Initial 
emphasis is on the development of a mass energy model for Georges 
Bank. Refinements of this model will be made over the next 
several years. 

3. RESOURCE UTILIZATION DIVISION 

This major NEFC resource component assists the American fishing industry 
and consuming public in increasing the quantity and improving the 
quality of finfish and shellfish products. By I'lorking closely with 
representatives of the fishing industry and consuming public, the 
Resource Utilization Division applies available technology towards 
increasing the production of commercially processed fish and finds 
ways to use the' large variety of relatively unused marine species. To 
improve the quality of seafoods and assure their safety, staff members 
study the changes that occur during storage, and design various handling 
processing, and preservation techniques that reduce adverse changes 
and enhance desirable characteristics in the product. The Division 
also coordinates the fisheries engineering and conservation gear 
development programs within the NEFC. 

3.1 Shellfish Resource Development Investigation 

The primary purpose of this investigation is to develop new or 
modified methods of handling, processing, and preserving shellfish 
for increasing yields and improving economics. Current activities 
include the development of: (1) a new technique for roller 
extraction of crabmeat that covers all phases of processing and 
produtt quality; (2) a method for identifying crabmeat to species; 
(3) handling and processing n~thods for underutilized offshore ' 
crab speci es (red crab, rock crab, and Jonah crab); (4) a test 
to determine the amount of shell fragments in crabmeat; and (5) more 
efficient processing methods for squid including handling at sea, 
grading, skinning, eviscerating. stripping, and new product: 
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development. A secondary purpose of the investigation is to 
.provide technical advice to the blue crab and oyster industries. 

3.2 Finfish Resource Development Investigation 

This investigation attempts to develop or modify methods of handling, 
processing, and preserving all types of finfish for increasing 
yields and improving economics. The investigation contracts with 
industry to evaluate the effectiveness and commercial potential of 
prototype machines to handle silver hake, or \vhiting, that are 
smaller than can now be processed economically. . 

Another study seeks to upgrade the value of silver hake by develop
ing new products and ne\'i' product forms. Studi es of three new 
sil ver hake products are currently unden'iay. The i nvesti gation 
guarantees some fresh New England fillets as "US Grade A" to 
determine the effort needed to assure consumers of quality, how 
much consumers will pay for the guarantees, and the cost of such 
guarantees. Other tasks include research into the effects of 
feeding animals with irradiated fish, and on the future of 
irradiators in fish preservation .. 

3.3 Resource Engineering Development Investigation 

This investigation is a mechanical engineering support of fisheries 
development activities. Since there are presently no mechanized 
processing lines for underutilized species like silver hake, 
long-finned squid, red hake, goosefish, and ocean pout, the staff 
adapts and modifies presently available machines or designs and 
builds new machines to accomplish this task. Ongoing projects 
include: (1) developing a device to meter additives to minced 
flesh; (2) designing and building a machine for eviscerating and 
skinning squid; (3) designing and building a machine for grading 
any species into several size categories; and (4) designing and 
building a machine for sorting a mixed bag of fish into three 
selected size categories. This Investigation is also concerned 
with the development of fishing geal' to improve efficiency, 
selectivity, and safety, and to protect the quality of the catch. 
Typical developments include a quick-release branchline clip for 
longlining, an improved trawl door hook-up, a trap that discon
tinues its ability to operate when it is lost, and a removable 
deck-block mounting pad. 

3.4 Product Standardization Investigation 

The development of standards and specifications of quality for 
fisheries products is the principal goal of the Product Standardi
zation Investigation. Current efforts involve the development of 
standards for minced fish blocks, shrimp, and fillets, and fulfilling 
assignments for the "Codex" international standards as designated 
by NNFS. Standards are developed according to the follOl·ling 
steps: (1) conduct an industry survey; (2) prepare a draft of 
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proposed standards and distribute to interested parties; 
(3) resolve any comments and publish the proposed standards in 
the "Federal Register"; (4) after amendment of the proposed 
standards based on the comments, republish them in the "Federal 
Register"; and (5) upon finalization of the standards, make 
available instructions and other inspection aids for using 
them. Another goal of the investigation is to recommend or 
develop if necessary standardized analytical procedures for 
evaluating the criteria of the standards. 

3.5 Product Quality Investiaation 

This investigation tries to solve the problem of quality deteriora
tion of fisheries products that results in resource and economic 
losses. The diminishing supply of frozen Atlantic cod blocks 
has stimulated industry interest in minced silver hake as a 
substitute. However, minced silver hake can become rancid and 
tough during frozen storage. This task minimizes this qual ity 
-deterioration through proper packaging, storing at optimal 
temperatures, using chemical additives, or combinations thereof. 
Certain parameters such as fat content which vary seasonally 
are studied to determine their effects on storage stability. 
Because the mincing operation provides an excellent chance for 
microbial contamination, surveys are made on the microbial and 
organoleptic qualities of commercially minced blocks to aid in 
establishing standards. 

3.6 Product Safety Investigation 

Within this study investigators determine the possible chemical 
hazards in fisheries products that can result from processing or 
environmental conditions. One class of chemicals und~r study is 
the volaiile N-nitrosamines, potent carcinogenic compounds that 
have been found in many varieties of cured foodstuffs ranging from 
pork products to fish. These chemicals are formed by the action 
of nitrite preservatives on amines occurring naturally in food. 
Marine fish can contain significant quantities of amines which 
can react with nitrites encountered either during processing or 
possibly from industrial contamination of their environment. In 
previous N-nitrosamine studies, hot-smoked sablefish, hot-smoked 
salmons, and hot-smoked \'Ihitefi shes were tested to determi ne the 
effectiveness of sodium nitrite in inhibiting the outgrowth and 
toxin production of the bacterium Clostridium botulinum, types A 
and E. After defining the inhibitory range of sodium nitrite, 
more detailed experiments were conducted to show the minimum level 
of nitrite needed to inhibit the bacterium. Samples from these 
experiments are nol'l being analyzed by a multidetection method 
that identifies 14 volatile N-nitrosamines found in foods. 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT DIVISION 

This NEFC effort concentrates on the physical, chemical, and biglogi
cal interactions I'lhich affect the estuarine, coastal, and marine 
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environments of the Northwest and Middle Atlantic. Research 
stresses the impact of man's activities on the productivity 
and biomass of benthic, demersal, and pelagic organisms. The 
Division emphasizes the effects of these activities on the 
interrelations between biotic and abiotic elements of the 
environment. Results of these studies document the impact of 
man on commercial and recreational stocks and their forage 
species. Behavioral, physiological, and biochemical studies 
determine both subtle shifts in normal behavior and biological 
processes which can indicate sublethal but significant damage 
to resource reproduction, recruitment, feeding, migration, and 
other activities. 

4.1 Environmental Chemistry'Investigation 

This investigation studies the temporal and spatial distributions 
of toxic chemicals, their environmental life spans, their 
cycles through food chains, and their effects upon the biology, 
habitats, and uses of marine resources. Emphasis is currently 
on heavy'metals and petroleum-derived and halogenated hydrocarbons 
like DDT and PCBs. To monitor the presence of trace metals, 
routine measurements of their concentrations are taken in 
various finfish and shellfish species from intertidal and 
coastal waters; in apex predators collected from Deepwater 
Dumpsite 106; in water; and in sediments, organic debris, and 
other solid components of the marine environment. Measurements 
are also taken of trace metals in various tissues, gametes, 
and other cell types from organisms exposed to known lethal 
and sublethal levels of toxic metals. The hydrocarbon research 
consists primarily of the measurement of petroleum-derived and 
halogenated hydrocarbons in Middle Atlantic and Gulf of Maine 
species in 11aters contaminated by urban, industrial, and 
agricul tural I'lastes and runoffs. The data gathered by this 
effort are used to model the movement of these potentially 
toxic materials through benthic, demersal,' and pelagic food 
webs. 

4.2 Biological Oceanography of Stressed Environments Investigation 

The objective of this study is to determine the effects of urban 
areas upon adjacent estuarine, coastal, and marine ecosystems and 
their species. This program began in the Lower Hudson Estuary and 
New York Bight Apex and has expanded to cover the entire Con
tinental Shelf from Cape Hatteras to Georges Bank. Studies under 
various conditions of river flow, temperature, planktonic blooms, 
and metabolic activity will show the extent and magnitude of the 
effects of New York City and other metropolitan areas on Continen
tal Shelf I;aters. The investigation studies phytoplankton pro
ductivity and standing stocks, species ecology and diversity, 
nutrient levels, hydrography, rates of water column and seabed 
oxygen consumption and organic matter decomposition, bacteriology, 
and contaminant identification. Surveillance and laboratory 
activities stress the frequent recurrence of phytoplankton blooms. 



Emphasized in these activities are nutritional and physiological 
capacities of causative organisms, and phytoplankton succession 
and bloom development in response to nutrient supplies from 
pollution. 

The work of the investigation is broken up into four different, 
but interrelated efforts. First are studies of production rates, 
photoassimilated carbon cycles, and phytoplankton standing stock 
variations. The investigational staff relates the data from these 
studies to man-made and natural sources of nutrients and pollutants 
in the Mid-Atlantic Bight. Ultimatel~, this res~arch will define 
the relationships betvleen primary productivity and the abundance 
of finfish and shellfish resources on the one hand, and between 
waterborne toxins and the distribution of such resources on the 
other hand. Second, analyses take place on the causes and effects 
of plankton blooms. Among these analyses are studies of the 
macronutrient and micronutrient requirements of dinoflagellates 
involved in red tides, fish kills, and other bloom-induced 
phenomena. The investigation monitors and describes such plankton 
blooms and associated physical and chemical factors to determine 
the impacts upon various marine resources. Third, the staff looks 
into oxygen utilization by sediments and waters polluted with such 
organic materials as sewage sludge, dredging spoil, and petroleum. 
Tha uptake rates are correlated with temporal and spatial distri
butions and standing stocks of benthic, demersal, and pelagic 
organisms. And fourth, the investigation determines the cell 
numbers and identities of significant aerobic bacteria in the 
Mid-Atlantic Bight. Such determinations qualitatively document 
the health of this ecosystem and reveal the functions of micro
organisms in the marine environment. The metabolic rates of this 
heterotrophic activity are compared, particularly on a long-term 
basis, with the presence of various organic contaminants and the 
occurrence of various environmental factors. 

4.3 Physiological Effects of Pollutant Stress Investigation 

This investigation determines how and to what degree pollutants, 
individually and in combination, affect various marine animals 
at different 1 ife stages. New laboratory rearing techniques permit 
studies of pollutant effects upon embryonic, larval, and juvenile 
stages, as well as upon the adult stage which has been the focus 
of most past research. 

The gradual reduction or elimination of a species by sublethal 
levels of pollutants is no less serious than the demise caused 
by lethal levels. Possibly it is more serious, since sublethal 
effects are less likely to be detected and traced to their source 
before irreparable damage has occurred. The decreased productivity 
of fish stocks due to sublethaJ pollutant exposures that impair growth, 
reproduction, and survival is a principal concern of this inves
tigation. 
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These effects are slow and do not cause immediately obvious 
changes in populations, but cause subtle"alterations in physio
logical functions and behavior that affect migration patterns, 
responses to temperature change, egg viability, and/or growth 
rates. The results are slow changes in reproductive rates and 
population sizes. Because chemical contaminants occur in the 
marine environment at higher concentrations than those that have 
been shown to cause adverse effects in the 1 aboratory, it is 
probable that these pollutants are now adversely affecting the 
productivity of important fish, Shellfish, and crustacean 
populations. 

Accordingly, staff members research the physiology and biochemistry 
of selected species of marine animals common to the Mid-Atlantic 
Bight and other Northwest and Middle Atlantic environments, and 
determine experimentally the effects of heavy metals on their 
survival, development, and normal life functions. They have 
established tolerance ranges and the sublethal concentrations at 
which metabolic disturbances can be detected in embryonic, larval, 
JUVenile," and adult stages of mollusks, crustaceans, and finfish, 
particularly those of commercial, recreational, and ecological 
importance. Biological models may be useful in future evaluations 
of pollutant-related stresses in marine environments, and this 
inVestigation will provide the necessary input for these models. 

This investigation is also concerned with those microorganisms 
capable of growing under reduced oxygen tension (anaerobic 
conditions) in the fisheries environment and on living marine 
resources. The major goal is to determine the presence of 
pollutant and disease-producing anaerobes in the fisheries 
environment, their persistence and cycling through the food 
chain, and other possible interrelated toxin transfer"mechanisms 
and chemical conversion mechanisms which can adversely affect 
fish stocks and their habitats. • 

4.4 Behavior of Marine Fishes and Invertebrates Investigation 

To define the phYSical, chemical, and biological requirements of 
marine fishes, this investigation studies species behavior and 
ecology in both the field and laboratory. Research concerns the 
role of various environmental factors in the life habits of 
selected species, how man-made and natural n~difications of the 
environment affect those life habits, and the capabilities of 
species to detect and avoid potentially lethal conditions. 
Field studies focus on feeding habits, habitat requirements, 
relationships with different substrates, seasonal patterns of 
activity, distributions, and interspecific and intraspecific 
relationships of such inshore demersal species as tautog, cunner, 
and winter flounder. These studies help to define life habits and 
environmental requirements of various life stages of each species. 
Laboratot'y reseat'chers record normal activity, feeding, and social 
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behavior (aggression, territoriality, and reproduction) in such 
species as adult tautog, cunner, red hake, juvenile bluefish, and 
other fi nfi sh, as we 11 as phys i cosensory and chemosensory responses 
in such brachyuran crustaceans as blue crabs. Data from this 
research defi ne the effects of env,i ronmenta I conditions and 
stresses on life habits, recruitment, and survival. Another task 
pools previous research findings on normal behavior to gauge the 
effects of selected environmental stresses on schooling, feeding, 
and activity in juvenile striped mullet and bluefish, and on 
territoriality, feeding, reproduction, and activity in adult 
tau tog and brachyuran crustaceans. 

4.5 Coastal Monitoring, Assessment, and Prediction Investigation 

The Coastal Monitoring, Assessment, and Prediction (COMAP) 
Investigation routinely surveys the fish, plankton, and benthos of 
the inner coastal region (20-100 meters in depth) from Block 
Island ,Sound to the Bay of Fundy. Among other things, these 

, monitoring surveys assess the impact of man's activities on the 
inshore environment and its organisms. Specifically, staff 
members make these assessments by noting changes in the distribution 
and relative abundance of fish and invertebrate species in response 
to changes in the physical and.chemical environment. ,These 
environmental changes range from oil spills, to thermal pollution, to 
disposal of dredging spoils. Investigators also collect data on 
recruitment mechanisms for such commercially important species as 
American lobster, Atlantic herring, Atlantic mackerel, and winter 
flounder. They also assess the inshore distribution and relative 
abundance of speci es sampled semi annua 11y in NEFC offshore bottom 
trawl surveys. 

A significant and increasing portion of COMAP activities involves 
serving ~s an NEFC liaison to individuals and groups (such as the 
New England Fisheries Development Program) with diverse interests 
in inshore waters. COMAP cooperates with outside scientists in 
assessing fish stocks off the Northeast and Middle Atlantic States, 
and revievls research proposals by the private sector for siting and 
impact studies for power plants, dredging spoil disposal areas, 
and other operations that could potentially adversely affect fish 
stocks and other renel-Iab 1 e mari ne resources. 

4.6 Coastal Ecosystems Investigation 

The major objective of this investigation is to collect baseline 
geological, physical, chemical, and biological data to assess 
changes in benthic and demersal populations in Long Island Sound, 
Gulf of Maine, and Mid-Atlantic Bight estuaries and coastal zones. 
The'program is integrated among state, interstate, and other 
federal research organizations. In the estuarine research, the 
investigation emphasizes population studies. Long Island and 
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Block Island Sounds, Raritan and Delaware Bays,'and numerous 
s~aller embayments of the Mid-Atlantic Bight are the primary 
study areas. The investigational staff works'on the interrela
tionships bet'.'leen various benthic and demersal species that live 
all or part of their lives in the estuaries. The staff also 
models the pollutant path'clays from contaminated embayments to 
coastal zones. 

In the separate but related research on coastal zones, the 
investigation studies those offshore popul~tions in the Mid
Atlantic Bight that are affected by oce~n disposal of sewage 
sludge, dredging spoils, and industrial wastes; by energy develop
ment; and riverine runoff from the Hudson and Delaware Rivers. 
This population informat'ion helps to document the causes and 
effects of extensive coastal anoxic conditions. The investigation 
also compiles data on contamination of Northwest and Middle 
Atlantic waters by various bordering states, and provides this 
information to various international organizations involved with 

. the fi she.ri es resources and water qual i ty of the area. 

5. AQUACULTURE DIVISION 

The effects of nutriti on, poll utants, and geneti c processes upon 
growth and survival of commercially important marine species are the 
research responsibility of this Division .. Studies concern the algal 
food nutrition, genetic selection, and disease and predator control 
associated with larval molluscan culture. 

5.1 

5.2 

Spawning and Rearing of Mollusks Investigation 

Oyster culture methods are adapted for the hatchery cultivation 
of other commerclallY important bivalves. This' research and 
development program progresses logically from gametogenesis, 
through spawning the adults, rearing the larvae and growing the 
post-set stage immediately after metamorphosis, to growing the 
juveniles. The bay scallop and surf clam are currently being 
studied because of their potential for aquaculture. 

Aspects of Nutritional Requirements of Mollusks Investigation 

A priority of the research into commercial aquaculture methods is 
the development of an economical and nutritional supplement to 
the diets of animals in an aquacultural program. The investigation 
contributes to that cause by: (1) assisting in problem solving; 
(2) introducing innovative procedures; (3) studying phytoplankton 
foo~-chain organisms; and (4) researching molluscan food utiliza
tion. Another task is the support of all the molluscan research 
projects by providing a high quality and large quantity of algal 
food. 
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5.3 Aguacultural Genetics Investigation 

This investigation develops genetic information to anS\'fer the 
questions of industry on how to develop profitable strains of 
hatchery shellfish. The investigation also advises industry on 
various aspects of aquacultural breeding without specific requests. 
A major goal of the program in aquacultural genetics is the 
creation of special gene pools at NMFS laboratories or under NMFS 
auspices. Industry and consumers would benefit from the improved 
management of wild shellfish beds that would result from the 
increased knowledge of the genetic potentials of wild shellfish 
populations based on studies o'f the special gene pools. 

5.4 Control of Molluscan Di~ease Investigation 

This investigation's work is an integral part of the NEFC's 
research on shellfish aquaculture. However, by the nature of the 
scientific expertise needed to conduct the investigation's research 
activities, the research is supervised by the Pathobiology Division. 
Thus, two Divisions are directly involved in this investigation. 

Molluscan disease research focuses on the prevention, diagnosis, 
and control of disease, particularly in hatcheries and nurseries. 
Objectives are to: (l) monitor, isolate, identify, and culture 
micropathogens, and characterize their pathologic effects; (2) 
determine mechanisms of micropathogen transmission, penetration, 
infectivity, and host specificity; (3) study qualitatively and 
quantitatively micropathogen activity and host responses; and (4) 
evaluate the use of various chemicals including ozone gas to 
deactivate biotoxins and control micropathogens. A primary use 
of these methods is in the study of diseases of larval mollusks. 
The investigation seeks to develop physical methods, including 
ionization, to eliminate microbial pathogens and toxins in larval 
mollusks. The investigators on this project also provi,de con
sultation to industry and Sea Grant institutions involved in 
aquaculture. 

6. PATHOBIOLOGY DIVISION 

The Division works with all aspects of diseases, infectio us and 
noninfectious, biotic and nonbiotic, that affect marine resources. 
Not only is there an emphasis on the impacts of diseases on marine 
populations, but also on the influence of natural and man-made 
environmental factors on the occurrence of those diseases. 

6.1 Disease and Environmental Stress Investigation 

Disease, environmental changes, and pollutant stress act syner
gisticallywith those factors that induce death in marine poikilo
therms. For this reason the investigation studies the pathologic 
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effects on marine organisms caused by natural and man-made changes 
to marine ecosystems. Such man-made changes include habitat modi
fication by ocean waste disposal, dredging activities, recreational 
activities, and petroleum development. Field and laboratory 
research establishes the causes of death, abnormality, and tissue 
and cellular pathosis (anatomical, physiological, and biochemical) 
in the affected marine organisms. The investigation concentrates 
on five specific research topics to achieve these goals. First, 
fin rot disease is studied in the rlew York Bight. Researchers 
try to determi ne the prevalence and pathogenes is of fi n rot in 
~Iinter and summer flounders in the Bight. Trawl surveys and 
entrapment studies provide the diseased specimens for histopatho
logical examination. Second, immunity in marine fishes is 
researched. The two principal goals of this study are to deter
mine whether pollution reduces the immunity of fishes to bacterial 
disease, and to correlate fish diseases with raised levels of 
serum antibodies for specific bacteria in the fishes. The study 
operates through examination of antibody responses and cellular 
defenses of fishes in both the field and the laboratory. A 
variety of immunological and cytochemical tests analyze systems 
of fish immunity under the combined stress of pollutants and 
bacteria. Third, the microstructure of normal and physiologically 
stressed crabs, fish, and mollusks is studied. Normal and patho
logic tissues of such species as blue crabs, winter flounder, 
striped bass, and Mlantic mackerel are studied by electron 
microscopy. In addition to examining ol'ganisms I'lith naturally 
occurring diseases, the staff also conducts experiments on new 
pathological and immunological procedures. Fourth, the investiga
tion catalogues, maintains, and provides curatorial and custodial 
services for a permanent National Registry of r·1arine Pathology. 
This registry contains type specimens, photographs, and published 
literature on pathology in marine and estuarine poikilotherms. 
Additions to the registry are gathered by solicitation of the 
scientific community. ~1aterials are available for study by 
qualified scientific and technical worker~. And fifth; diseases 
of commercially and recreationally important fish species are 
studied histologically. The first objective of this research is 
to determine the causes of mortality in various fishes. The 
second objective is to analyze the lethal and sublethal effects of 
introduced chemical contaminants upon various species and life 
stages of fish. 

6.2 Comparative Pathobiology Investigation 

Infectious and noninfectious diseases limit the abundance, dis
tribution, and utilization of marine organisms. Therefore, a 
knowledge of the causes and effects of these diseases is funda
mental for successful management of fisheries resources and 
habitats. In this investigation, normal and abnormal organs, 
tissues, and cells are intensively observed for comparative his
tology, cytology, and epizootiology. Light and electron microscopy 
reveal pathologic conditions induced experimentally, occurring 
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naturally, or found in aquacultural processes. Nicropathogen 
"activities are defined and described quantitatively and 
qualitatively and infectious agents and microparasites are 
identified and characterized. 

To achieve these goals one of the first steps is to study the 
health status of mollusks, crustaceans, and fish. For mollusks, 
the investigation studies the microstructure of tumors, describes the 
morphology and cytopathology of oyster vii'uses with light and 
electron microscopy, and describes the microparasites of domestic 
and exotic species, For crustaceans, ~ost of the effort is on 
blue crabs, rock crabs, and shrimp. Research on the crabs involves: 
(1) the study of the epidemiology of viral infections; (2) the 
study of the transmission mechanisms of protozoan viruses, and of 
such protozoa as Paramoeba; and (3) the preparation of an atlas of 
blue crab histology. Ilith respect to shrimp, other crabs, and 
lobsters, the staff concentrates on the pathobiology of the 
exoskeleton and gills. 

Another "area of study within the investigation concerns the 
microfauna associated with fish, crustaceans, and mollusks. Staff 
members isolate and identify the protozoa of both the water column 
and sediments of the New York -Bight, identify gill-fouling organ
isms of New York Bight crustaceans 'by microscopic examination of 
stained gill sections, and determine the prevalence of sporozoan 
parasites in the blood tissues of Atlantic mackerel and of other 
parasites in other fish. 

6.3 Health of Ocean Finfish and Shellfish Investiqation 

The integrity of oceanic ecosystems is directly reflected in the 
health and well-being of their inhabitants. Except in the most 
unusual circumstances, the presence of healthy animals signifies 
a healthy encironment and vice versa. Thus, the purpose of this 
investigation is to assess comparatively the health of . 
several selected target species of ocean fish, crustaceans, and 
mollusks from selected ocean sites. 

The presence and abundance of infectious microorganisms (viruses, 
bacteria, and protozoa), some of which also produce highly toxic 
substances, are magnified in unbalanced ecosystems. These 
organisms can cause disease and abnormalities among resident 
species either directly or indirectly as secondary invaders 
acting in concert with other environlilentalstresses. Similarly, 
the health of ocean species can be profoundly affected by man
introduced noninfectious agents, such as petroleum and its 
byp,roducts, vilrious agricultural and industrial pollutants, and 
substances leached fi'om dredged materials. 

Approaches used to ascertain the health of target species will 
include: (1) studies of fish immune systems to determine if the 
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animals produce the necessary defense mechanisms to combat or 
overcome disease (that is, these mechanisms operate normally and 
hovi they are affected by natural and man-induced stresses); 
(2) observations on the prevalence Df gross and microscopic 
lesions and descriptions of same on the tissue, cellular, and 
subcellular levels, using light and electron microscopy; (3) cyto
chemical and clinical chemical analyses of cellular and 
humoral responses to infectious and noninfectious diseases; and 
(4) use of microbial and cellular systems (bacteria, fungi, and 
animal cell lines) for mutagenic and carcinogenic assays and for 
indicators of pollution (viruses, bacteria, and protozoa). 

7. tWlNED UNDERSEA RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY PROGRAH 

The ~lanned Undersea Research and Technology (HURT) Program functions 
as both an autonomous and support research group. MURT deals with 
sampling needs and ecological studies that are difficult, costly, or 
impossible with conventional surface research vessels. ~lURT's 
dive team works to: (1) develop an efficient research diving capability 
to and beyond the edge of the Continental Shelf with conventio.nal and 
advanced di v.i ng technology and research submers i b 1 es; (2) s·urvey the 
macrobenthos of the outer Continental She'1f; (3) study in situ the 
early life stages of Atlantic herring and the ecologica~factors 
affecting their eggs and larvae; (4) define the sampling efficiency of 
standard surface-oriented sampling hardwaie; and (5) monitor the 
abundance and ecology of bottom-oriented fauna and flora at specific 
locations on the New England Continental Shelf as an index to ocean 
hea lth. 

8. ~lP,T~ONAL SYSTEr·1ATICS LABORATORY 

The National Systematics Laboratory is administered by the NEFC, but 
serves the entire Fisheries Service. It studies the systematics of 
commerci a 11y, recrea tiona 11 y, and eco 1 ogi ca 11 y important ma ri ne 
oryanisms. Included in these studies are projects on taxonomy to 
facilitate the identification of species, on anatomy to document species 
classifications, and on the characterization of biogeographic complexes. 
Emphasized are epipelagic, deep pelagic, and benthic fishes; peneid 
shrimps; and crabs and other decapods. 

9. ATLANTIC ENVIRONl,lENTAL GROUP 

The Atlan.tic Environmental Group (AEG) supports the )'esea)'ch programs of 
the NEFC and other NOAA components operating in the Atlantic Ocean by 
monitoring and studying environmental conditions and by analyzing 
environmental data acquired from various governmental agencies, private 
and academic institutions, ilnd archives. Analyses pel'forilled by the 
AEG include portrayal and interpretation of oceanic and iltillosph.cric 
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data for environmental and fisheries foretasting. The AEG also 
develops techniques, models, and indices for such forecasting. 
And, it advises liMFS's Office of Scientific and Technical Services, 
NOAA's Office of Marine Environmental Protection, and the National 
Ocean Survey's Ocean Dumping Research and Monitoring Office on 
marine environmental studies. 
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PROPOSED PROJECTS 

In the event of an acute oil spill on the Continental Shelf, personnel, 
facilities and equipment of the Northeast Fisheries Center will be made 
available so that sampling programs and physiological analyses can be 
conducted in timely fashion at regular intervals to monitor the immediate 
effects of oil contamination. 

The projects described in the following section will be carried out in 
addition to the ongoing long-term population monitoring and physiological 
studies of NEFC. Results of thes~ projects will be compared against the 
long-term baseline data collected by the Center over the past fifteen 
years and an evaluation of the impact of acute oil spills on the marine 
ecosystem will be made. 
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1. Project Title 

Ichthyopl ankton Survey - r1ARr·1AP Survey I 

2. Project Description 

Standard ichthyoplankton and neuston samples are taken during all 
Bottom Trawl Surveys - MARMAP II (Figure 2). The description of 
sampling methods and techniques is found in Appendix I - r·1AR;·IAP 
I Survey. In additi on to the three survey peri ods, speci a 1 
plankton cruises are bimonthly, often in cooperation with the 
USSR, Poland, FRG, GDR, and Canad~. Ichthyoplankton and zooplankton 
are monitored for temporal and spatial variations in species 
abundance and succession. 'In the event of an oil spill particular 
attention will be focused on the impact of the oil to the food 
web and overall productivity of the marine ecosystem including 
larval fish and their zooplankton food. 

3. Performing Organizati on 

NMFS; NEFC Marine Ecosystem Division 

4. Applicable Habitats 

Continental Shelf waters including Georges Bank, Gulf of Maine, 
and the Hid-Atlantic Bight. 

5. Applicable Conditions 

Studies should be limited to major oil spills. 

6. Applicable Oil Type 

All types of spilled oil should be studied. 

7. Time Frame 

8. 

Sampling will be initiated as soon after an oil spill as possible. 
Additional monthly or bimonthly sampling would be conducted to 
ensure an-adequate time series of samples. 

Cost 

Sorting, volumizing and identifying major taxa $200/sample 
@3 samples/station (neuston, 0.505 ichthyoplankton, 0.333 
zooplankton) $600/station. 

Assumin9 a minimum of 10 stations in the vicinity of a spill 
(30 samples) for each of 3 Ilionths (30 X 3 = 90 samples) $54K 
Analyzing data, preparing reports 5K 
Total $59K 

Hydrocarbon analyses of zooplankton samples is an additional 
S 1400/samp Ie - see Hydroca rb.oll Ana lyses proj ect. 
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9. Equipment Needs/Equipment Available 

Standard MARMAP I sampling equipment 

10. Facility Needs/Facilities Available 

NMFS, NEFC, Polish Sorting Center, Szczecin, Poland 

11. Personnel Needs/Personnel Available 

NMFS, NEFC, Polish Sorting Center, Szczecjn, Poland' 

12. Support Services 

Several Investigations within the Marine Ecosystem Division 
are involved with collecting and analyzing ichthyoplankton data. 
In addition the Ichthyoplankton Survey "piggybacks" on all groundfish 
survey cruises. 

13. Payoffs 

The MARMAP ichthyoplankton survey serves as a baseline against 
which we will measure changes in species abundance, composition 
and succession that might be caused by a major oil spill. 

14. Limitations 
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1. Project Title 

Bottom Trawl Survey Operations - MARt·1AP Survey II 

2. Project Description 

Investigate variations in the abundance and species composition in 
the oil spill area. Compare variations in stock abundance with the 
same area for other seasons and other years. Conduct Survey Opera
tions at least three times a year and initiate special cruises at 
the time of the spill and monthly or bimonthly thereafter in order 
to provide an adequate time series of samples. Collect fish and 
invertebrates for geneti cs, phys i 01 ogy, bi ochemi stry, and pathology 
investigations listed in the follOlving fishery projects. 

3. Performing Organizations 

Nt·1FS-NEFC Bottom Trawl Survey Operati ons NEC-004. ~Joods Hal e, ~lass. 

4. Applicable Habitats 

Continental Shelf waters including the Gulf of ~laine, Georges Bank, 
and the Mid-Atlantic Bight. Figure 2 illustrates the Survey 
Operations coverage three times a year. 

5. Applicable Conditions 

Any major oil spill. 

5. Applicable Oil Type 

All types 9f oil should be studied. 

7. Time Frame 

Sampling will be initiated as soon after an oil spill as possible. 
Thereafter a minimum of three surveys a year would be made of 
groundfish in the oil spill area. Special monthly or bimonthly 
cruises would be initiated to augment spatial and temporal sampling 
in the vicinity of the oil spill. 

8. Cost 

NEFC annual support for Survey operations is $452.8K. 
funds would be required in the event of an oil spill. 
cruises at $5K/day for: 

10 days \'lOuld be 

Data analyses 

Total 

30 

Additi ana 1 
Three special 

$150K 

50K 

$200K 
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9. EquiDment l!eeds/EauiDment Available 

See MARMAP II Survey Operations and Appendix II 

10. Facility Needs/Facilities Available 

111'1FS, IlEFC 

11. Personnel ,'jeeds/Personnel Available 

NMFS, NEFC 

12. Support Services 

Each fall, spring, and summer the Resource Surveys Investigation 
surveys I'lith bottom trawl s the fi sheri es resources of the 
Continental shelf from Nova Scotia to North Carolina (Figure 2). 
These surveys are part of the marine Monitoring, Assessment, and 
Prediction (r'1ARMAP) Program's Survey II effort to document the 
relative abundance and distribution of these resources in the 
area. Supplementary surveys of the area occur regularly, many as 
cooperative efforts with other nations that fish in the Northwest 
Atl anti c (Fi gure 1). These suppl ementary surveys often gather 
information that is not gathered in the semiannual surveys such as 
the seasonal/areal distribution of surf clams and the tagging of 
fish for stock estimates and migration studies. 

The standard data that are recorded on these various surveys are 
the length, weight, age and maturity of the fish, and the tempera
ture and depth of the water where captured. Ichthyoplankton 
samples and other hydrographic data are also often collected. 
Such data reveal changes in the size, composition or structure of 
the fisheries resource. . 

The role of the Resource Assessment Division of which the Survey 
Operations is a part, is to assess .the effects of harvesting on 
fisheries resources. To do this assessment, the Division estimates 
the relative and absolute abundances, spatial and temporal dis
tributions, and harvestable numbers, sizes, and weights of finfish, 
shellfish, and crustaceans in the Northwest Atlantic; and determines 
the productivity of these renewable marine resources from an 
ecosystem standpoint. To accomplish these tasks, the Division 
analyzes both domestic and foreign data from commercial fisheries. 
recreational fisheries. and research surveys. Additional economic 
and biological studies provide data for modeling the fisheries 
to aid in their management for optimum sustainable yield. 

13. Payoff 

The NMFS has developed fisheries independent methods for monitoring 
changes in fisheries abundance and distribution. In addition to' 
survey data. it uses fishermen intervie\"s, age and grO\'lth studies, 
cohort analyses, as \,e11 as commercial and recreational catch data 
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to assess fish stocks .. With this information multispecies yield 
models are developed. By monitoring temporal and spatial variations 
in fish populations over long periods of time it is possible to 
separate the complex influence of naturally occurring variation 
from variations caused by pollution such as oil. 

14. Li mi ta ti ons 
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1. Project Titl e 

Demersal Food Chain Investigations 

2. Project Description 

During Survey Operations stomachs will be excised from key predator 
species. Stomachs will be labeled with date, station, cruise, 
species, length, sex, and maturity, and preserved in lO;~ formalin. 
Laboratory examination of the stomach contents will reveal volume 
of food, species composition of prey items, presence or absence of 
oil. If oil is present the sample \;i11 be designated for hydrocarbon 
analysis. 

3. Performing Organization 

NMFS-NEFC Benthic Dynamics and Demersal Food Chain Studies 
NEC-016. Woods Hole, Mass. 

4. Habitats Applicable 

Continental Shelf waters including Georges Bank, Gulf of r,laine and 
the Mid-Atlantic Bight. 

5. Conditions Applicable 

Studies should be limited to major oil spills. 

6. App 1 i cab 1 e Oi 1 Types 

All types of oil spills should be studied. 

7. Time Frame 

Sampling should be initiated as soon after an oil spill as possible. 
Additional special sampling should continue on a monthly or bimonthly 
basis until no oil attributable to the spill is detected in the 
stomach/food chain. 

8. Cost 

Annual NEFC support is S17G.1K. Special sampling in the event of 
an oil spill would cost $4.9K per 10-day sampling cruise, assuming 
three such cruises, the additional cost would be $14.6K plus $2K 
for data processing. 

9. Equipment Needs. Equipment Available 

Equipment needed for sampling stonachs is scissors, labels, gauze, 
jars, formalin. ties. These are provided by the Food Chain Inves
tigations pl'ojects. Additional equipment necessary for stomach 
analyses is avail~ble within the project. 
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10. Facility Needs/Facilities Available 

Ni·1FS, I~EFC 

11. Personnel Needs/Personnel Available 

12. Support Services 

The Survey Operations project collects the sa~ples routinely and 
would collect additional special samples in the event of an oil 
spill. If oil is detected in the sto~lach, the sample would be 
contracted to N~lFS Analytical Laboratory, Seattle, ~lashington; 
the Univ. of Rhode Island, Kingston, RI, or some other organization 
for a detailed hydrocarbon analysis. 

13. Payoff 

The Demersal Food Chain Investigation is continuing a systematic 
examination of stomachs. to date over 30,000 have been examined. 
This provides a baseline of what is expected to be present in a 
demersal food web. After an oil s·pill this investigation can pro
vide reports on the potential impact on fish stocks in terms of 
hydrocarbons in the benthis food vleb. 

14. Limitations 
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1. Project Title 

Physiological and Biochemical Effects of an Oil' Spill on Selected 
Fish and Shellfish 

2. Project Description 

Selected tissues and blood samples will be taken and analyzed for 
biochemical shifts in activity and ion balance. Oxygen consumption 
rates will be determined. Initial studies I-lill be conducted for 
two purposes: (1) selection of those animals and tissues that can 
be successfully prepared, packaged and stored frozen for transport 
to a shore laboratory without significant change in physiological 
character or biochemical attivity, and (2) exploratory biochemistry 
to di seover metabol i c "yardsti cks" that are both ana lyti ca lly 
feasible and environmentally significant. Sampling protocol is 
listed in Appendix IV. 

3. Performing Organizations 

NMFS, NEFC Physiological Effects of Pollutant Stress NEC-037. 
t~ilford, Conn. 

4. Applicable Habitats 

Continental Shelf waters including Georges Bank, Gulf of Maine; and 
the Mid-Atlantic Bight. 

5. Applicable Conditions 

Studies should be limited to major oil spills. 

6. ~'2pl icable Oil Type 

All types of oil spills should be studied. 

7. Time Frame 

Sampling will be initiated as soon after an oil spill as possible. 
Additional monthly or bimonthly sampling would be conducted until 
results indicate a return to "baseline" or control conditions. 

8. Cost 

NEFC annual support is $261K. In order to study the effects of 
an oil spill these funds \'1111 need to be augltlented by an additional 
S20K, the cost of ilnalyzing samples collected on three la-day 
cruises. 
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9. Equi-pment Needs/Equipment Available 

Equipment for collection of samples is found on all NMFS vessels. 
Laboratory equipment, chemicals, glassware is available at the 
NOAA-iH1FS ~'li 1 ford, Conn. Laboratory. 

10. Facility Needs/Facilities Available 

N~lFS, NEFC 

11. Personnel Needs/Personnel Available 

Nt·1FS, NEFC 

12. Support Services 

Notification would be required so that special instructions or 
personnel could be available for oil spill sampling cruises and 
standard survey cruises. 

13. Payoff 

The purpose of this project is to monitor the physiological 
condition of key populations and to determine rates of recovery to 
more normal conditions following an oil spill. It will establish 
metabolic norms for indicator animals and will select key parameters 
for detecting stress in these animals thus providing a model for 
monitoring the health of our living marine resources. 

14. Limitations 
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em
ployed 

are 
the sam

e 
as 

those used 
by 

anim
al 

(experim
ental), 

and 
hum

an 
pathologists during 

the 
past 

50-100 years. 

3. 
Perform

ing 
O

rganizations 

NM
FS, 

NEFC 
D

isease 
and 

E
nvironm

ental 
S

tress, 
L

ife S
tudies 

C
om

parative 
P

athobiology N
EC

-038, 
039. 

O
xford, 

~1d. 

4. 
A

pplicable H
abitats 

C
ontinental 

S
helf w

aters 
including 

the G
ulf of M

aine, 
G

eorges 
Bank 

and 
the M

id-A
tlantic 

B
ioht. 

5. 
A

pplicable 
C

onditions 

S
tudies should 

be 
lim

ited to m
ajor o

il 
sp

ills w
hich 

have 
im

pacted 
large populations and 

organism
s l'ihich 

can 
be 

id
en

tified
 by location. 

6. 
A

pplicable O
il 

Type 

A
ll ·types of o

il 
sp

ills 
should 

be 
studied. 

7. 
Tim

e 
Fram

e 

Sam
pling 

w
ill 

be 
in

itiated
 as 

soon 
as 

possible after an 
o

il 
sp

ill 
and 

contillued 
at regular in

terv
als 

u
n

til 
no 

fu
rth

er effect w
hich 

could 
be 

attrib
u

tab
le to oil 

is detected. 

8. 
C

ost 

S
lide preparation 

and 
histopathologic analysis of the slid

e runs 
anyw

here 
from

 
S12.00 

to 
S

IS
.O

O
/slide. 

It w
ill 

cost $12K
 

per 
species 

for a 2-year study, 
S5K

/species 
for a 6-m

onth 
study. 

T
ravel 

and 
preparation of reports 

-
$50K

. 
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9. Eguioment rleeds/Eguipment Available 

A-field model kit contbining fixatives, alcohol for storage of 
specimens, bags, shucking knives, etc. has been constructed by 
the Ilistopathology Unit of ERL-N. Some improvements will be made 
and it is hoped that these kits will then be made available for 
histopathologists who respond to oil spills. 

A manual for the preparation of aquatic animals for histopatho
logic examination has been prepared by the Histopathology Unit of 
ERL-N and Vii 11 be di stri buted throughout the country to interested 
people. -

A histopathologic technique manual prepared by the Pathology Branch 
of the NHFS, NEFC Laboratory, Oxford, Md., will soon be available to 
interested people. 

Necessary equipment for the preparation and analysis of microscopic 
slides is available at NHFS,-NEFC. 

10. Facility Needs/Facilities Available 

Nr1FS, NEFC 

11. Personn~l Needs/Personnel Available 

NMFS, NEFC and contractors 

12. Support Services 

In order for this project to function properly the histopathologist 
should be informed as to the possible oil spill impact, etc. by 
the on-scene coordinator. Also close coordination should be 
maintained with the analytical chemists who will be doing hydrocarbon 
determinations of the animals. In fact, when specimens are collected, 
they should be collected from the same time, area, species, etc. 
as those collected for the analytical chemists. 

13. Payoff 

Very 1 itt 1 e is known about the hi stopa tho 1 ogi c effects of oil on 
marine populations. Long-term observations of animals exposed to oil 
\~ould provide information about effects and recovery rates. Studies 
mus t be corre 1 a ted with 1 abora tory tox i city experi ments in order 
to evaluate the impact of oil on marine populations. 

14. Limitations 

Histopaihology would be of use only on animals which have come 
into contact \'Iith the oil in SOllie form 01- manner. Results of 
field studies can be evaluated only if there are also controlled 
laboratory studies to provide baseline infol-mation. 
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1. Project Title 

Hydrocarbon Analyses of Fish, Shellfish, Zooplankton 

2. Project Description 

Selected tissue samples of fish, stomachs suspected of containing 
oil, and zooplankton samples from selected stations will be 
analyzed for petroleum hydrocarbons. Samples will be collected 
by survey crui ses and other speci a 1 crui ses. A tin]e-seri es of 
samples will be established starting with those collected immediately 
after the cruise and thereafter at regular intervals for a year 
or until no hydrocarbons attributable to a particular spill are 
detected. 

3. Performing Organization 

NMFS, NEFC will be responsible for collecting the samples on 
Survey and special cruises. -Samples designated for hydrocarbon 
analyses wlll be contracted to Nr'IFS Nati ona 1 Ana lyti cal Laboratory, 
Seattle, Washington; University of ~hode Island, Kingston, R. I.; 
or some other institution. 

4. ApplicaBle Habitats 

Continental Shelf waters including Gulf of Maine, Georges Bank 
and the Mid-Atlantic Bight. 

5. Applicable Conditions 

Any major oil spill. 

6. Applicable Oil Type 

All types of oil should be studied. 

7. Time Frame 

Samples will be collected immediately following an oil spill and 
thereafter monthly until analyses indicate no detectable amount of 
the spilled oil in tissues or food chain components. 

8. Cost 

The cost of tissue analysis is $700 (NMFS, Seattle, Washington) 
and the cost of analyzing plankton is $1400. 

Assuming 20 tissue samples/month for 
the first three months: 14,000 x J = $42K 

Plankton 4 samples/month for 
the first three months: 5,600 x J = $16.8K 

Total $58.8K 
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9. Equipment Needs/Equipment Available 

Necessary equipment for collection and storage of samples is 
available on Survey and special cruises. Equipment necessary 
for analyses \vould be the responsibility of the contractor. 

10. Facility Needs/Facilities Available 

N~\FS, NEFC; N~IFS National Analytical Laboratory, Seattle, Washington 
or other 

11. Personnel Needs/Personnel Available 

N~1FS, NEFC; NMFS National Analytical Laboratory, Seattle, Washington, 
or other 

12. Support Services 

In order for this project to function properly, one individual 
must act as coordinator to select fish and shellfish samples for 
analyses as well as plankton samples. Food chain investigation 
people must also be informed of the procedure to follow if oil is 
found in the stomach of any fish. The'coordinator should maintain 
good communications with the analytical chemists doing the 
hydrocarbon analyses. 

13. Payoff 

The results of these studies will indicate the fate of petroleum 
hydrocarbon in the food chain. It will also give results con
cerning the. possible tainting of marine resources which would 
affect their use for human consumption. The time series will also 
provide information on the persistence of oil in the environment 
after a major spill. 

14. Limitations 
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1. Project Title 

The Genetic Effects of an Oil Spill on Developing Fish Embryos 

2. Project Description 

Preserved eggs from plankton and neuston tows will be sorted by 
species and stage. They can then be examined for genetic damage. 
Using the methods of Longwell (1976) the extent (~) of damage can 
be estimated, i.e., morbidity, moribundity, abnormal embryos, 
chromosome damage, for that sample. The results can be compared 
for samples from clean and impacted areas and for historical data. 

3. Performinq Organization 

Nt·1FS, NEFC Cyto 1 09Y, Cytogeneti cs, Embryology and Development of 
Fi sh Eggs. Fi e 1 d and Laboratory NEC-089. r~i Hord, Conn. 

4. Applicable Habitats 

Continental Shelf waters including Gulf of Maine, Georges Bank and 
Mid-Atlantic Bight. 

5. Applicable Conditions 

Any major oil spill. 

6. Applicable Oil Tyoe 

All types of oil should be studied. 

7. Time Frame 

Samples I'lill be collected immediately following an oil spill and 
at regular intervals thereafter until water column analyses indicate 
control levels of hydrocarbons in the \'1ater. 

8. Cost 

NEFC support annually is $195K. In order to study the effects of 
an oil spill these funds will need to be augmented by an additional 
S16.2K, the cost of analyzing samples collected on three 10-day 
cruises. 

9. Eguipment Needs/Equipment Available 

Samples \'lQuld be collected using standard r'i,~Rr·1AP I Survey equipment. 
Equipment necessary for sorting samples and analyzing them cyto
genetically is available \'1ithin the Cytology Investigation. 

41 



10. Facility Needs/Facilities Available 

Nt-iFS, rlEFC 

11. Personnel Needs/Personnel Available 

liHFS, !jEFC 

12. Support Services 

The Survey Operations and Ichthyoplankton Investigations would be 
in charge of sampling and allocating subsamples for experimental 
examinations. 

13. Payoff 

14. 

Experimental and field studies have shown developing embryos to be 
particularly susceptible to genetic damage when exposed to various 
classes of toxic substances including oil. Samples taken in the 
vicinity of the ArCiQ. ~Ierchant spill showed high percentages of 
mori bundity, morbi d ity, abnormal deve 1 opment and chromosome damage. 
Results of such genetic studies are good indicators of environmental 
stress and can be used to assess the impact on the success of 
ichthyoplankton in the area of an oil s~ill. 

Limitations 
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1. ProJect Title 

Toxicity Studies: The Effects of Oil on Developing Fish Embryos 
and Larvae 

2. Project Description 

Toxicity studies can be carried out for both egg and larval stages. 
Laboratory produced embryos \-iill be brought out to sea and exposed 
to ~iater pumped from areas beneath the slick, at the periphery 
of the slick and in "clean" areas. Water samples will be collected 
and analyzed for petroleum hydrocarbons. Samples will also be 
collected for dissolved oxygen and salinity determinations. Embryos 
will be exposed at different stages of development, and subsamples 
will be preserved at regular intervals for later genetic studies. 
Observations of the developing embryos ~Iill be made including 
heartbeat, sinking (due to osmoregulation difficulties) respiration, 
yolk utilization.- Similar studies will be conducted under labora
tory conditions using known concentrations of fuel oil types (e.g., 
crude, nos. 6, 4, 2) and the water ~oluble fractions. 

The same procedures, both field and laboratory (excepting genetics 
studies) can be carried out for larvae. When larvae are used, 
feeding initiation, feeding, s\vimming behavior, respiration, 
RNA/DNA ratios, protein synthesis, growth and yolk utilization can 
be used to determine the effects of hydrocarbons on the larvae. In 
addition, histopathological studies can be carried out on preserved 
specimens. 

3. Performing Organization 

~!'1FS, NEFC Physiology: I~orth Atlantic Larval Fish NEC-012. 
Narragansett, R. I. 

4. Applicable Habitats 

Continental Shelf waters including the Gulf of Maine, Georges Bank, 
and the Mid-Atlantic Bight. 

5. Applicable Conditions 

Studies should be limited to major oil spills. 

6. Applicable Oil Type 

All types of oil should be studied. 

7. Time Frame 

Field studies should be initiated as soon after an oil spill as 
possible and continued until no effect is detectable on the developing 
embryos and lilrvac. Laboratory studies can be carried out at the 
discretion of the investigators. 
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8. Cos t 

The annual NEFC support is $154K. In the event of an oil spill 
these funds would have to be augmented by an additional S16K. 
This assumes that the field studies can be carried out using ship 
ti me tha t has a 1 ready been accounted for in the Survey Opera t ions 
project (i.e., $5K/day). 

9. Eouioment Needs/Equipment Available 

Equipment is available in the Physiology p'roject. 

10. Facility Needs/Facilities Available 

W'lFS, NEFC 

11. Personnel Needs/Personnel Available 

N~lFS, NEFC 

12. Support Services 

In addition to Survey Operations and special cruises arranged in 
the eVE,:nt of a major oil spill, the Cytology (NEC-089) and Disease 
and Environmental Stress (NEC-039) investigations would augment 
physiological studies carried out by this project. . 

13. Payoff 

Results of in situ and laboratory toxicity studies would provide 
information-on the impact of oil on fish embryos and larvae. 
Cytogenetic and histopathology studies on the exposed organisms 
could give further indication on the kind of damage that occurs. 

14. Limitations 

These studies vlOuld be limited by the availability of laboratory 
spa\'ined eggs. 
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1. Project Title 

Phytoplankton and Other Microorganisms 

2. Project Description 

Changes in species composition and abundance will be determined by 
comparing them with baseline data already available. Health of the 
phytoplankton communities exposed to oil will be determined using 
ch1orophyll-phaeophytin relationships. Successional elements will 
be followed. Primary productivity of impacted populations \'Iill be 
estimated and photosynthetically available radiation, nutrients and 
other hydrographic factors will be measured. 

3. Performing Organization 

NMFS, NEFC Biological Oceanography of Stressed Ecosystems NEC-036. 
Sandy Hook, N.J. 

4. Applicable HabHats 

Contfnental Shelf water~ including Georges Bank, Gulf of Maine and 
the Mid-Atlantic Bight. 

5. Applicable Conditions 

Studies should be limited to major oil spills. 

6. App 1 i cab 1 e Oil Type 

All types of oil spills should be studied. 

7. Ti m" Frame 

Sampling will be initiated as soon after an otl spill as pdssible. 
Additional monthly or bimonthly sampling would be conducted until 
results indicate a return to "basel ine" or control conditions. 

8. Cost 

NEFC annual' support is $214.8K. In order to study the effects of 
an oil spill these funds will need to be augmented by an additional 
$17K, the cost of collecting and analyzing samples collected on 
three la-day cruises. 

9. Equipment Needs/Equioment Available 

Equipment necessary to carry out this rroject is available at the 
Sandy Hook, N.J., laboratory and is part of standard equipment on 
all Nt·1FS vessels. 
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10. Facility Needs/Facilitie~ Available 

W'lFS, NEFC 

11. Personnel Needs/Personnel Available 

N~·iFS, NEFC 

12. Support Services 

Sampling would be carried out during Survey Cruises. All samples 
\'iould be analyzed by the Investigation. 

13. Payoff 

Because the lower trophic levels produce and consume 90-95% of the 
biological energy. which passes through the marine ecosystem and 
because they are the base of the marine food web all other marine 
organisms except certain bacteria are dependent upon them. They 
have short generation times (0.5-10 days) and rapid growth rates 
and consequently are sensitive anq responsive to alterations in 
the marine ecosystem. As such they are good indicators of environ
mental stress . 

. 14. Limitations 
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1. Project Title 

Fishery Oceanography: Environmental Studies 

2. Project Description 

Hydrographic and nutrient Investigations will be carried out in 
the area of an oil spill. Temoerature, salinity, and dissolved 
oxygen structure of the area will be determined. Current meters 
will be deployed to determine surface and bottom circulation in 
the area of the spill. 

3. Performing Organization 

N~lFS, NEFC Fi shery Oceanography: Envi ronmenta 1 Stud i es NEC-OOS. 
Woods Hole, Mass. 

4. Applicable Habitats 

Continental Shelf waters including Gulf of Maine, Georges B~nk and 
Mid-Atlantic Bight. 

5. Applicable Conditions 

Any major oil spill. 

6. Appl icable Oil Type 

All types of oil should be studied. 

7. Time Frame 

Studies should be initiated as soon after an oil spill as possible. 
Additional sampling will continue on a monthly basis for at least 
three months. 

S. Cost 

Annual NEFC support is $467K. The cost of augmenting these studies 
in the event of an oil spill assuming three lO-day cruises would be 
$39K. 

9. Equipment Needs/Eguipillent AVililable 

Most of the equipment needed for samoling is available on NMFS 
vessels'or within the Investigation. 

10. Facility Needs/Facilities Available 

N~lFS, NEFC 
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11. Personnel Needs/Personnel Available 

12. Suoport Services 

Fishery Oceanography sampling operations can be carried out on 
Survey Cruises. Additional information \"/i11 be obtained from the 
National Weather Service (NWS). 

13. Payoff 

Kno\"lledge of temperature, salinity, dissolved oxygen regime in the 
area of a spill as well as the surface and bottom currents based 
both on baseline data from previous years and from-the time of a 
spill-Jlll oVIS_~SJ:.iilliLt.g_;i_o.Ll':.i.sk.aUilJyses. Pred i cti ons of impacts 
on fi sh stocks and -the anti ci patedlnlOVement of the surface oil can 
be made. \ _ 

14. Limitations 
,""r- c" 

r;.,"" 
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. BUDGET 

Fund Augmentation Needed by the IIEFC in the Event of a rtajor Oil Spill* 

Bottom Trawl Survey 

Demersal Food Chain Studies 

Physiological-biochemical Effects 

Histopathology (4 species--2 years) 

Report 

Hydrocarbon Analyses 

Physiology-larvae 

Ichthyop]ankton 

Genetics 

Fishery Oceanography 

Biological Oceanography 

Total 

200K 

16.6 

20 

48 

50 

58.8 

16** 

59 

16.2 

39 

17 

540.6K 

*Assuming all sampling is completed on three 10-day cruises or already 
scheduled cruises. 

**Estimate made assuming ship time on a scheduled special cruise; if ship 
time is scheduled the additional cost would be 5K/day. 
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sur,111ARY 

The projects proposed are those which would be conducted by NEFC in the 
event of a major oil spill in Continental Shelf waters from Nova Scotia 
to Cape Hatteras. They would be carried out within the background of 
r1AR1'IAP Survey I and II baseline data collected in the ~lorth\,lest Atlantic 
over the last 15 years. Standard methods of collecting would be employed 
according to standardized operations of Survey I and II (Appendices I and 
II). At each collection site hydrographic conditions would be monitored 
also. 

The Ocean Pulse program data provides a baseline of physiological measure
ments against which impact on the health of fish stocks can be monitored. 
The projects proposed within the NEFC Fisheries Plan are those which would 
be carried out in direct resoonse to a major oil spill. However, in'order 
to assess the impact of an oil spill on renewable marine resources, long
term experimental and monitoring studies must be conducted to determine 
what the chronic effect of hydrocarbons on the marine ecosystem are~ 
Therefore, in addition to in situ sampling and monitoring several projects 
are recommended which are TOng-term and experimental: 

1. Behavior of fishes under environmental stress (NEC-033) NMFS, 
NEFC, Sandy Hook, NJ. 

2. Physiology of North Atlantic larval fish (toxicity studies, in 
situ and laboratory, selected soecies) (NEC-OI2) N~IFS, NEFC,-
r~arragansett, RI. ' 

3. Physiological Effects of Pollutant Stress (toxicity studies, 
biochemical or physiological effects on adult fish and larval 
and adult invertebrates). 

4. Disease and Environmental Stress (toxicity studies, histopathology, 
larval and adult fish and invertebrates) (NEC-038, 039) NMFS, 
NEFC, Oxford, MD. 
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APPEtiDIX I. nARt~AP SURVEY I OPERATIOtJS 

A high degree of uniformity and standardization in Survey I Operations 
is essential to achieve t1ARtlAP objectives. It is recognized, hovlever, 
that some latitude in details of technique or procedure is desirable or 
even necessary because of regional variations in ecosyster,l parameters such 
as biota distribution, abundance, diversity, and environment. This docu
ment specifies procedures to be followed in the at-sea collection and 
laboratory analysis of Survey I data. Its provisions will be met by all 
activities and organizational elements of the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NI1FS), and other organizatlons participating in MAR~lAP Survey I 
under sponsorship of NMFS. It also describes the techniques for collecting 
concurrent environmental data, and for the quality controlling of all data. 
It should be understood that not all of these operations may be cond~cted 
on every cruise and that additional t·1ARt1AP Operations (Survey II, and/or 
Fi shery Oceanography) may be calTi ed out. 

The 1,1ARI1AP Sta ti on 

A t-lARr'lAP Station is defined as a location in the ocean I'lhere data are 
collected. It has, for all routine operations, one position but may involve 
a number of activities. Stations are numbered consecutively beginning with 
the first station of a cruise. Following precedents set at a number of 
W1FS 1 aboratori es, bathythermograph (BT) 1 oYleri ngs wi 11 be numbered 
separately; and betl'leen-station BTs will not be assigned station numbers. 

The 1·1AR1'1AP I'laster Station Record (MSR) is the only log sheet l'ihich lists 
the station position, This is done deliberately to prevent the prolifera
tion of divergent data. Following each cruise the MSRs will be used to 
produce an accepted list of station positions for the voyage. This list 
I'lill be [;lade promptly available to all I-Iho are to be involved l'lith the 
analyses of the cruise data. 

Zooplankton - The Bongo Sampler 

The standard sampling gear for all MARMAP Ichthyoplankton (Survey I) 
Operations is the Bongo net (Posgay and flarak, In Press) (Figul'e 1-1). It 
consists of two cylindrical mouth pieces, 61 cm in diameter, (the to'cling 
wire passes betlleen the cyl indel's and is therefore not in the sampl ing 
path) inside of l'ihich are fastened flovlmeters. To obtilin flowmeter 
readings representative of the entire mouth the [;leter must not be closer 
to the l'lall thiln.6 tiEles the I'lall thickness. The nets are of acyl inder
cone configuration, 3.G m long. The mesh aperture of one net is 0.333 mm 
and of tile otller net 0.505 mn, and the ratios of their mouth areas to 
total netting aperture arous arc 1:7.3 and 1:7.9, respectively. Cod ends 
are routinely folded and tied off in the manner of a fishing net cod end. 
HO'dcvcr, cod end beakel's or socks "lay be used if des ired. 
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A depressing force is necessary to achieve desired results. At tOl-ling 
speeds of 1.5-2.0 knots a 45-kg dead weight depressor is. sufficient. At 
speeds higher than 3 knots a 1.2-m V-fin depressor is necessary. TOI-ling 
\vire must be at least 6.4 mm (1/4 inch) diameter and of 300 m length 
plus that necessary for all rigging and a safe mount on the vlinch. 
Although tension during towing is about 250 kgm it can reach as high as 
1,000 kg under dynamic loads. A Bendix ~Iodel T-l, or equivalent, time
depth recorder (to record tow profile) must be attached to the towing 
wire just above the attachment of the net. Each instrument must be 
calibrated at the beginning and end of its use. 

For special studies the 20 em mouth diameter Bongo sampler may be used 
in addition, or in place of, the 61~cm Bongos. If the 20-cm 80ngo is to 
be substituted for the 61-cm Bongo during regular Survey I cruises, 
prior approval must be obtained from the ~1ARnAP Program Office (MPO). 

The standard tow for all t'IARt-IAP Ichthyoplankton (Survey I) Operations is 
the double oblique. This is a tow during which the sampler describes.an 
oblique path and fishes during both descent and ascent. There should 
not be time spent at depth (horizontal sampling), and all depth strata 
should be sampled equally (i.e., the paths of descent and ascent should 
be straight lines). . 

The des i red depth of the tOlv is to withi n 5 m of the bottom or to a 
maximum of 200 m. Figure 1-2 shows the amount of wire out to achieve 
des i red depths. Routi ne checks of ti me-depth re.cords mus t be made and 
wire-outs to desired depth ratios adjusted accordingly. 

TOI'Ii ng speed is between 1. 5 and 2 knots. Hi gher speeds introduce vari ab 1 es, 
particularly extrusion, and make inclusion of the data with those from 
standard tows difficult. For those vessels without adequate speed 
control a valid tow -may be achieved by monitoring wire angles during 
retrieval. . 

At the beginning of each tOl'1 both flowmeter readings are recorded ("Flow
meter start") to the nearest whole revolution. Care must be taken to 
prevent this reading from changing prior to the commencement of fishing, 
e.g., "vlindmilling." 

NOTE: Flol'nneters are calibrated at the beginning and end of each cruise. 
Calibration can be done at sea by towing the flowmeters, attached to a 
suitable frame, in tlvo directions over a kno\-m distance. lIt least 2 
tows in each direction at several towing speeds between 1.5 and 2.0 
knots must be made. A calibration factor is calculated for the length 
of a column of water needed to affect one revolution of the meter (meters 
per revolution)-at each towing speed. The units of the factor (meters 
per revolution) were chosen so that the factor would be applicable to 
nets of different mouth area for obtaining volulile of I-later filtered: 
(r-1eter Rcvolutions)(Calibration Factor)(llouth Area) = Volume Filtered. 

When the ship is on course and steaming at 1.5-2.0 knots the Bongo array 
is launched. Start time for the to\~ is the time the flowmeter begins· 
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turning (nate any "windmilling"). The tawing wire is payed-out at a 
rate of 50- m/min. As saon as the necessary length is reached retrieval 
begins. Retrieval rate is 20 m/min. The ship should maintain a speed 
that keeps the taw wire clased to. an angle af 47°. Wire angle is measured 
by an inclinameter which can be af the telemetering ar nan-telemetering 
type. If a telemetering inclinameter is used, the angle of stray can be 
controlled from the bridge. When a nan-telemetering device is used an 
officer of the watch or the recarder observes the wire angles during the 
tow and signals the bridge if the desired angle is nat being maintained. 
'In both cases an abserver on deck recards wire angles far each 10 meters 
of wire during retrieval. Bath the "time gaing aut" and the "time caming 
in" (to the flowmeter's exit from vlater) are recorded. Standard tows 
result in zero "time at depth." EQter zero unless difficulties are en
countered. 

After getting the sampler aboard examine the TDR trace to determine its 
acceptability. If the trace does not fall in the envelape apprapriate for 
its depth range the tDl; mus t be repeated. 

Record the readings'of bath flowmeters ("Flo.wmeter end") and note any 
abserved ar suspected reasons for values to be in question (excess 
windmilling, damage, fouling of meter or apparent clogging of meshes of 
the net). . 

The nets are held off the deck by hand or by tackle and their contents are 
. rinsed to their cod ends by a gentle spray of salt I'later directed from 
their autsides. The samples are then quantitatively transferred to 
appropriately labeled (for the 0.333 mm and 0.505 mm mesh apertures) 
buckets unless a cod end sock or beaker is used. 

NOTE: The buckets often contain a great deal more water than is desirable 
to preserve. This may be eliminated by the use of a draining pan with 
meshes smaller than thase of the callecting net. Also, on same occasians 
the sample may cantain large quantities of jelly fish, salps, etc. They 
may be too large to fit into the sample jars pravided. On such accasions 
separate these organisms, rinse any small, adhering organisms into the 
bucket cantaining t.he sample, log the large organism's description and 
estililated valume and discard them. 

Quantitatively transfer the sample from the bucket to the draining pan. 
After the water has drained off, transfer the sample to a one quart 
sample jar(s) using a minimum of sea water fram a rinse bottle directed at 
the back side (the mesh) of the pan. Use extra jars \'Ihen necessary so 
that no. jar is mare than 1/2 full of suspended plankton or 1/4 full of 
drained organisms. Add sea water to about 3/4 full befare intraducing the 
preservative, to avaid "burning" the delicate specimens. 

Add 50 ml of buffered concentrated farmalin to each quart sar.lple and top 
off with sea water. 
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NOTE: Preservative used for fill ing the original sample jars and in any 
subsequent sample container is 3-5;~ buffered formalin. (Formalin is a 
saturated aqueous solution of formaldehyde gas, about forty percent 
formaldehyde by I'leight.) The preferred buffer is marble chips. These are 
added to the formalin supply container, not the sample container, in a 
quantity to produce an excessive bllse. This results in sample containers 
receiving a preservative which is basic but which will not remllin so 
indefinitely. Investigators working on samples containing delicate 
calcereous specimens may \'Jish to alter the preservative they use. 

Fill out and apply outside and inside jar labels which are preprinted and 
color coded for the gear and mesh used. Inside labels are written I'lith 
waterproof ink (Higgins Engrossing Ink, No. 892, which does not clog the 
pen--Kohinoor Rapidograph No. 0 or OO--or equivalent). Outside labels, 
due to their oily surface texture, are written with ball point pen. 

Fill out appropriate parts of the I1SR and r·1AR~lAP Zooplankton Sample Logs 
(ZSL and ZSL-ADP). 

Zooplankton - The Neuston Sampler 

For neuston, near surface zooplankton, and. contaminants such as tar and 
plastics the standard gear is the I1ARI,lAP neuston net (Figure 1-3). It 
consists of a rectangular mouth constructed of 3.2 cm (1 1/4") 10 standard 
wall aluminum pipe I'lith opening dimensions of 0.5 m high by 1 m wide. The 
net is of conical configuration, 4.9 m long. The mesh aperture is 0.505 mm, 
and the ratio of mouth area to total netting aperture area is 1 :7.8. 
Presently the cod end is being folded and tied-off similar to the Bongo net 
cod ends. A cod end sock or beaker may be used if desired. A simple 
bridle, most of which is out of the water during fishing, precedes the 
net mouth. Towing I,Jire must be at least 0.6 cm (1/4") diameter steel and 
of 40 In length plus that necessary for all rigging and a safe amount on 
the ~Iinch. \·Iire or 1.3 cr.J (1/2") diameter nylon line may also be used on 
a warping capstan if a regular winch setup is not available. Tension 
during tOlving is about 250 kg but may reach 1,000 kg during dynamic loads. 

The standard MARMAP tow is made with the net 1/2 submerged, and with a 
vessel speed of 2.0 knots for a duration of 10 minutes. In subtropical and 
tropical areas or for studies of species of relatively low abundance tows 
of longer duration may be made. 

The vessel should be executing a SlOlv turn in the same direction as the 
side of the ship from which the tow is being made. Tows made in the 
Ivake of the vessel are unsatisfactory. Also, any sanitary discharges Ivhich 
may contaminate the sample must be secured during the tow. 

The start time for a neuston tow is taken when the net begins fishing 1/2 
submerged. The end time is taken Ivhen the net exits the water. 

The sample is quantitatively transferred from the net to a sample jar(s) 
in a manner similar to the Bongo samples. 
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NOTE: Tar ball s may be encountered. If poss i b 1 e preserve them vii th the 
res t of the sample. If, hO\'lever, the tar ba 11 s are too 1 a rge for the 
sample jars, place them in plastic bags with an inside "Biological Sample 
Label" and place the bags in a freezer. 

Fill out and apply outside and inside jar labels which are preprinted and 
color coded for the gear and mesh used. 

Fill out appropriate parts of the MSR and ZSL. No wir~ angle data need 
be recorded for neuston tows. 

Processing of Ichthyoplankton 

The processing is carried out in several steps: removal of all tar con
taminants; measuring the volume of plankton in each sample; sorting out 
and enumerating all. fish eggs and larvae and plastics; identifying all 
larvae; measuring certain larvae; identifying certain fish eggs and staging 
(aging) some; and curating all fish eggs and larvae. 

All data are standardized and subjected to automatic data processing. for 
final analyses and.publication. 

(" 
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APPEND I X 11. r.1ARr,lAP SURVEY II OPERATIONS 

Survey coverage proposed for implementation in FY 1978 and 1979 are 
described in this section. A map of the management areas to be surveyed 
is presented in Figure 2. Standard Survey II biological and environmental 
sampling will be performed in these areas. 

Trawl Survey Sampling Design 

A stratified sampling design is utflized on Survey II. The principal 
operational features as applied to the groundfish survey are: 

A) The Continental Shelf and Slope to a maximum depth of 500 
fathoms are subdivided into sampling strata corresponding to 
geographic and hydrographic subdivisions significantly related 
to fish di~tribution. 

B) Locations of trawl stations are pre-selected within each ~tratum. 

C) When die1 movements are not biased, s~mpling is conducted on a 
24-hour basis with the entire region being covered in the minimum 
time possible using a systematic cruise track that ignores stratum 
boundaries and tends to minimize steaming time. 

NOTE: The maximum depth 1 imits for Survey II Operati ons vary accordi ng to 
management areas and the types of demersal resources being investigated. 

Selection of Stations 

The selection of the cruise stations in each sampling stratum is made in 
conjunction with the preparation of the cruise plan. The precise location 
of each station is also plotted on the navigational charts to be used at 
s~a. The number of stations is proportional to the area of the stratum, 
with a minimum of tI~o stations in a stratum. The average for the New 
England Groundfish Survey Operations, for example, is about 4 1/2 stations 
per stratum. The range is from 2-10 stations, depending upon stratum size 
and pri ority. 

Random selection of stations in very narrOI'I, deep strata along the edge 
of the shelf is actually a two-stage process both ashore and at sea. That 
is, a station is first located with respect to latitude and longitude and 
then a specific trawling depth is selected. The second step is necessary 
because the design specifies that tra\~ling be done along depth contours, 
and navigation alone is not sufficiently accurate to pinpoint a depth 
contour along a steep edge. As an example, for a stratum in the 100-200 
fathom zone, one of the depth intervals (101-125, 126-150, 151-175, 176-200 
fathoms) is randomly selected for each station in the stratum. Selections 
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are without replacement since no more than 3 stations are allocated to 
suc~ narrow strata, The selected trawling depth interval is recorded 
beside the station on the navigation. chart for convenient reference at 
sea. 

ACquisition of Vessel Services 

NOAA vessels shall be acquired for Survey II Operations in accordance 
with current version of the NOAA Fleet Operational Plan, Services of 
non-NOAA vessels on a contract basis shan be acquired by the two through 
regular contracting procedures. The Program Manager or his designee shall 
ascertain the compliance of candidate vessels with t1,~RMAP Survey II 
requirements as described in this plan and by the HARrlAP System Description. 

The MPO shall maintain a current listing of vessel service requests and 
commitments and the pertinent ship operating schedules. 

Standard Sample and Data Acquisition Procedures 

Tral'll samples I'/ill be processed on-board .. Only secondary samples 
(stomachs, gonads, scales, otoliths) and unusual specimens requiring special 
study Ivill be returned to shore. The minimum routine data obtained in 
processing tral'/l catches is the total I'/eight and length frequency of each 
finfish species in the catch, plus scale or otolith samples for a few 
important commercial species (particularly haddock) (Table II-l). A few 
invertebrates (lobsters, shrimp, scallops, and squid) are also recorded 

·routinely. Depending upon the specific data requests and the availability 
of personnel, other common kinds of samples or observations performed 
include: . 

stomach contents 

frozen or preserved specimens 

parasites 

gonads 

meristic or morphological observations 

Processing the trawl catch is accomplished by dumping it into a waist
high checker. The fish are sorted into steel baskets of one and two 
bushel capacity, usually according to species. The catch of each species 
or sample of it is weighed to the nearest \'/hole pound on a simple balance 
(steelyard) having a single point of attachment. (The accuracy of this 
method is ±10~ for 10 lbs of fish. It is only ±25~ for less than about 
10 lbs of fish, however. Therefore, small catches are usually weighted 
in a small plastic pail attached to a simple spring scale. 
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Measuring boards (some fitted with punch strips for large numbers of fish) 
are used fur obtaining length frequencies to the nearest vJhole centimeter. 
Fork length is used except where not applicable, and then total standard 
length is recorded. Carapace lengths are taken for lobsters, mantle 
lengths for squid, wing-vJidth for rays, and shell lengths for scallops, 
carapace length for pandalid and carapace width for crabs; peneid shrimp 
are weighed only. 

Whenever practical, the entire catch of each species is weighed and 
ineasured. Hhen sampling is employed, the follo\vif)g three re'quirements 
must be met: 

A representative sample of each species must be obtained. 

The sample must be large enough for a good estimate of the 
tota 1 viei ght and 1 ength frequency of each speci es. 

The size of the sample (weight, volume, number) relative to 
the total catch 'must be clearly indicated. 

An outline of instructions for all types of sampling should be provided to 
all members of the scientific party and posted on the appropriate ship's 
bulletin board, as a number of different biological samples are taken on 
every survey cruise. Some of these are routine, e.g., scale and otolith 
collections, but many are not routine, particularly if visiting scientists 
are aboard. These instructions provide details on methods of sampling; 
e.g., stratified sampling by length for scale and otolith collections, 
sample sizes and preservation methods. Tally sheets should be posted 
for keeping a tow-by-tOl·J tally of the samples collected to improve the 
efficiency of the sampling and particularly to help ensure that all the 
required samples are obtained. An outline of sampling procedures' 
appljc~ble to the basic catch data should also be posted on,a bulletin 
board near the area where fish processing occurs. 

TravJl specifications and groundfish survey equipr;]ent list are found in 
Figure 11-1 and Tables 11-2 and II-~ respectively. 
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Figure II-lSchematic dral·ling of standard travil used on groundfish 
survey by 8ureau of COn111ercial Fisheries, 8iological 
Laboratory, Woods Hole, r·iassachusetts. 
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Tab1e II-2 

SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE STA:lDARD GROUtlDFISH SURVEY TRAIIL CURRE,ITLY 

IN USE BY THE NEH HlGLArlD GROUtlDFISH SURVEY 

TRAWL PAnT 

1',1:l.terinl :J.nd mesh sizes (stretched mesh" 
certi~ed) 

'Trawl 

Uner_ 

Headrope (totallength.l 

Head~ope hanging 

Square (Easom) 

Wings 

Footrope hanging 

Lower belly 

W!D~S 

Rollers 

Flo a.t s 

:-. . 

64 

cm;STRUCTION DET.\lLS 

. .IIpproximiteiy 98 

154 Tan Nylon throughout. 5 ft mesh i~ wings, 
squ;l.re and fOrv.'<lrd section of bellies; 4-1j2" 
mesh in aft section of bellies. 

1102 white Nylon, 4-1/2" mesh. 80 ",eshes 
around. 50 meshes long. 

#147 Knotiess White Nylon, 1{2 1f mesh, in 
two pieces; one piece attached 35 mes~es up 
from tl.ft end of top belly which lines c.~o·st 50 
m~shes across center of top beUy. and '.vhich 
extends about 2' imo cod end; and one piece 
llmng entire cod end and extended about 2t 
outside of cod end when open. 

60" 'in th;ee 201 sections, 7/8\1 Cia. comb. 
wire rope, eye at each end and joined by 
7/8" patent (split) links. 

14' 

23' 

80' in five sectious: 22-Jj2t. 10'1 IS', 101 

.. nd 22-1/2'; 3/4" dia. S" 25 galv. wir~. 

10' 

3S' 

Hard rubber, Sft wide by IS" di::HT'.<!ter 
GCp::u'3tcd by rubber sp.:lcef's 6-7 11 wide by 
5-1/'2" di~Inetcr - center' scc!.lon of 15 ' with 
9 rolJcrs SCp:H:~tert by two sp3.ccrs - two 
10' sections each with:' rollers 6cp;:OJ;lted b? 
three spacers. 

aU diameter :d\lminum (spherical-no c:oilJ.r-) 
deep 3CJ. type, 20 r.O;).!.5 along center 20' sect 
of hf!adropt!, and 8 fi03tS evenly spaced on 
c3ch· 20 1 siue scction~ 

1 
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Table II-3 REPREm:TATIVE GROUNDFISII SURVEY EquIP,mlT Llol 

Equip~i~nt Description/Type tlotes 

StJndard Survey Trawl Specification for standard ground fish PriOr to each survey it is rr.anJatory 
Survey #36 YJnkce tril .... l developed by that the cruise coordinator and the 
r;EFC at iloods Hole, Hassachusetts. m3te in charge of trawl gear ccrr:pare 
is contained in Appendix D. asse~'bled tfa'clls with the standard , specifications. Experience indicates 

.--...... _._"',,- .... ~~ ...... -" -.- .,-, .. it is too easy for undesirable 
modifications to 51 ip in as , resu 1 t 
of temporary repa; rs becoming per-
manent, or because. of a lack of proper 
spare net sections or other parts. 

Other Nets Bongo net adopted as standard 
plankton gear for Survey I (Speci- . 
fications are available from 
Survey 1 ~·lanag(!r 

Dredge Candidate device for sampling 
infauna has not been selected 

Ins trumen ta t ion ~B a th y the rmOQ ruph Ali of these instrun~2nts requil"e 
Echo sounders· maintenance, <cd their condition, 
Salinity/Depth/Temperature (Measurement including supplies of slides for BT's 

System) ,nd paper for echo sounders, should 
~j; sce 11 aneous instruments including: be checked before each cruise. 

Thermometers 
Stop watches 
Counters 
~leter wheels 

Paper Suppl ies Fi eld log:: 
Del ta shee ts , 
Envelopes ond 1 abels 
Cardboard boxes 

. .. .. . 

Hisce 11 aneows HarC ... are Assorted jars, and vials plastic ond cloth 
bags and cheesecloth for preserving sJmples 
;·teasuring bOJ.rds and punch strips. Spring 
scales and steel yard:; ',lith weights. 
Steel baskets and plastic buckets and 
garbage pLlils. Knives. forceps and 
other dissecting ins trumcn ts . 

Chemicals Formalin 
Glycerine 
A 1 coho 1 . 

Reference Oooks Identification of fishes is fJ.cilitated 
by references on fish~s found in the 
d re..l 

~1~terololJical As described in SurY(Y 1 PI.)n 
Instru:-:ent-ltion 
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Appendix III 

Ncrc - '!'ask Ucvclo~nt JlttU1S - FY 1980 
r./lge 1 of 4 

By nlvision 
I1Y • 1 
Turget DY ~ 1 

TIll' No. Task No. Task Name Lender Oivlslon Location Allowance Incrcase 

NEC-U-12- 8U·AQ-A- 5 88E4Pl Aquaculture Genetics Longwell Aqu3cu,lturc MIl ford 5/261.1 

til.e· 0-13- 80- AQ-A-S S8E4P2 Aspects of Nutritional Ukclcs Aquncu!ture Mi I ford 5/273.7 
Rct{ulremcllts of ~lo11uscs 

HLC· 0-' $¥ 80·AQ-A-S B8E·IN Spawning Ii Rearing of Lanucrs Aquaculture M1 J ford 6/272.4 
Ho lJusc s 

NIT ·{l39· 80· E I·A·5 88C2F2 Cytology. Cytogenetics. to.'1gwoll Aquacu 1 ture ml ford 0/25.0 6/195.0 
Embryology Ii Development 
of Fish Eggs - Field t; 
Laboratory 

'" '" NI:C-()~3-80- E r -A-S New experimental Approach to Ukeles Aquaculture MIlford 2/100.0 
Environmental Pollutants 
"llat Affect PhytOjllnnkton 
Populat ions in the Ocean 

NCC--096-B O-AQ-A-S 88E402 Training - Molluscan Hanks. J. Aquaculture ~III ford .-!!i.67 •5 
Aquacul ture 

TOTAL 16/tt99.7 8/295.0 

NLC-084-80-fO-A-5 7BMY4 Ocean Climatology and Cook/lnf!hllm Atlantic Narrngansett 5/214.2 3/102.8 
B8flH~ ~Iol\ 1 tor 1 ng Envlronmcntlll 

Group 

" 

:"':~7""""~", 'i. ".J. .-K~.~' _".9". -,,,,,_,.,~,,., ,·,R· + . .1 !4 .'i!.,"_ .J t·" "-\,,,\·,'>"V', ,;~"~,.~r;k'<';~'?!f'!!!"':·.'" .".,~i;("'-QA- '.F~i@'J,,_, t, .~, -o';f:f'Y~}Yj&IJ:9',,<t":>"l""-
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Appendix III cant. ~Jsion U,( • I 
Tar~ct Ul • 1 'J -

Tul' No. TLlsk No. TasK Name LC~lljC,· DIvision LocatIon AI.~~\~~~ __ l~~~!~~e __ _ 

N.:C- [Ju 1 -8 O-/.: I -1\-5 

NU: - OH - 80- E r -11.- S 

Nl:C-03~-80-EI-A-S 

NI:(:-()36-SU-EI-A-S 

ULC-Ol1-BO-EI-A-5 

fIFr:-O~O-80-EI-A-5 

N[C -(18S-RO- E 1-11.-5 

m.:t:- U86-80- E 1-1\-5 

l,te-l OU-80- E f _11._ 5 

NCC-006-80-FO-A-S 

t<EC-007-BO-SI-A-S 

NI:C-O!l8-BO-FO-A-S 

Net> 009- 80- Rr -/1..- 5 

tu!C-1l12-80-S1-A-S 

NEe -0 14 -80-5 l-A-S 

N[[-OI6-80-S2-A-5 

tIEC-031-BO-Sl-A- S 

SHelFl 

BBC2Pl 

88C2P2 

BBC2f'5 

I!BC2PB 

BBC2Q4 

New 

New 

New 

SBMG! 

88fo.2F2 
7BA2Fl 

88A4Gl 

88F9F1 

8BA21'5 

BBi\2r3 

8BA2F4 

B8A21'2 

Coastnl .~nit0rin~ Assossmcilt 
and l'reJic-llon (COHI'IP) 

ncil;l'odor of Fi shes UnJcr 
Er\vJruIlm"lltnl Stress 

Coastal Ecosystems 

Biological Oceanography 
of Stressed Ecosystems 

rhysiologicnl Effects of 
Pollution Stress 

Ellvironmcntal Chemistry 

Ocean Pulse Contract: At 
5(';) Q I.aboratory E.xperilllcntn
tfon & Vessel Support 

O~can Pulse Contract -
Bcntllic Sample Processing 

Environmental Statistics 

Ecosystem Dynamics 

Recrul tment Processes 

ri~hery Oceanography: 
EnvIronmental Studies 

Oceanic Gamefish 

Physiology: North Atlpntic 
Larval Fish 

Plnnktoll Ecology 

Ill'nthlc Dynamic & Demersul 
Food Chain StuJies 

H"ltMAP I: DIological 
AS'3cssmcnt 

Kelly 

Olta 

Reid 

Thomas 

Calabrese 

Greig 

Chang 

Grosslein 

Lough 

Wri ght 

Casey 

Laurence 

Sherman 

WIgley 

Smith. W. 

cnvironmcutal 
Assessmcnt 

Environmental 
AssesslIlent 

Envirolltnental 
Ass(:ssnlcnt 

Euvi.rOlHnentnl 
AsseSSlllcnt 

I3nvirollmcntal 
Assessment 

Environmcntul 
Assessment 

Unvirorllllental 
Ass,esslllcnt 

[!nvlronmental 
Asses;:;t!lcnt 

Unvlronmclltal 
Assessment 

Marine Ecosystems 

Harine ECOSystCiAS 

~farine ecosystems 

Nn.rtnc ecosy,Hems 

~Iarlne Ecosystems 

~lurlno Ucosystcms 

Nilrine ecosystems 

Marine ~cosystems 

Wonds IluI" 

SanJy lIook 

Sandy !look 

.SnnJy Hook 

mlford 

f.li Hord 

Sandy 1I00k 

TOTAL 

Woods lIole 

WooJs lIole 

WOOlI s 110 I e 

Nurragunsott 

Narragansett 

Narrllgllllsct t 

Woods !lute 

Sandy IInok 

TOT"!. 

3/1·16.5 

5/110.5 

7/168.B 

7/2H .8 

10/261.0 

2/66.6 

---1100 . 0 

35/%8.2 

3/122.2 

4/413.3 

B/4()7.2 

3/149.0 

S/lS4.6 

10/531.5 

5/116.1 

~.:ye4~~ 

50/2,362.7 

2151.5 

3/14·1.4 

5/139.0 

6/290.2 

6/453.5 

4/424.3 

0/1000.0 

0/560.0 " 3/160.8 

2:;/3.229.7 

1/10.3 

O!uo.(} 

2/47.5 

J/.19.4. 

3/122.1 

1/116.6 

1/76.0 

_Ji ~ ! '-"--
)0/('32.9 

•• 

-~.~-~ ..... , .. -. ...,..,.,..~",~.~.--,..~.. ;-.~,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,",",".~~.,., 
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Appendix III cont. 

11lP No. Ti!sk No. 

NrC-OSU-8(!-EI-A-S 88C2Wl 

tlf'C-038-80-[[-A-5 SBC2I'!} 

NLC- 039- BO- El-A-5 BBC2Q2 

w.c- 0·t·1-80-AQ-A-5 88E.tP3 

Nr(-O~2-80-SP-A-S Ncw 

NEC-IOZ-80-RF-II.-S Ncw 

tIEC-003-80-EI -1\-5 B8A3FI 

NEC-004-80-S2-1\-5 88A2F[ 

NEC-005-80-FE-~-S BBA3PJ 

Nr:I.-ot 9-.80-SJ-A- 5 8BA2FI 

NEC-016-Bo-nF-A-5 BBF9P[ 

N[C-05S-80-EC-~-5 BBFon ~J 

Tn:;.k tl:imc 

Systematics of Sclectctl 
FisllCS & Crustaceans 

Disease and Envir(lfllOcntnl 
Stress 

t.ife Studies: Compnrative 
I'nthoblo!ogy 

A'1t!3culturc: Control of 
~'olluscan Uiscase 

Facilities (BIJg Extension) 
(llealth of Oceanic Flslt 
anJ Shellfish) 

Striped Bass Disease 

Pishery Analysis: 
~!ll1tispccies Northwest 
Atlantic 

Bottom Trawl Survey 
Operations 

Automutic Age Render System 
Development 

By Division 

LcaJcr 

Cohen, D. 

~lu rchc 1 ano 

RosenfJeld 

Dlogos1awskl 

Rosenfield 

Rosenfield 

Brown 

Azarov1t:z: 

Nichy 

relagIc Fish Survey Assessment Anderson 
Research (Ilydroncoustlcs) 

Blologlcal Assessment:" 
Sport fish 

Fishery Annlyds: Econotlli~s 

WlIk 

Brown 

lCurrently 8/196.6 (3/400 • fY 79 incre~~e) 

Dlvision 

National 
Systematics 
Laburatory 

Pathoblo1ogy 

Pathobiology 

Pothobiology 

Pilthohiology 

rllthobJology 

Resource Assessment 

Resource As!:cssment 

Resource Assessment 

Resource Assessment 

Resource Assessment 

Resource Assessment 

lioge 3 of 4 

IIV ... ) 
Target OY • 1 

LOJ;ut iOIl Allowance Ino;!:.~~~ __ _ 

Washington. ue 9/236.2 0/21.6 

Oxford 7/[2B.4 4/265.2. 

OxforJ 7/153.1 4/303.9 

~H lfon] 5/180.9 

Oxford 0/690.0 

Oxford 4/2[2.2 

TOTAL 19/462.4 12/149l.3 

Woods lIolc 23/8IB.3 10/111.6 

Woodg 1101 e [2/462.8 . 7/17".0 

Woods 11010 0/1[0.0 

Woods lIolc 1/133.4 1/100.0 

Santly 1I00k. 3/1 [I.B 

Woods 1I0ie .-!.!l~~}6.(.1 4/296.6 

TOTAL Sl}/2232.9 22/13B4.2 

------'---------------------------_ .. __ . 
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Appendix III c~nt. 

___ TllP.J~C!. Task No. 

ta:c· 0 1 o· 8{). Fl!-A-S 8SASG2/-lC 

w:c ~ 070- 80-I'T -/1.- 2 BRra10 

1IlC-072-Ro-rT -/\-2 88F719 

NEC-079-8U-RF-A-S New 

M:C -0 13 - BO· S2-1'1-5 88A2F6 

~rC-017-80-S2-A-S 8RA2F7 

NrC-020-RO-S"_A_ S 9000·10 

','IX-OJ 2-80- FA-A-S 88AJPl 

m:C-OSQ- 80- fA-J\-S 8BA3F2 

w:c- OS 1- 80-nr-A-S SBr9F2 

Nrr.-1l5J-80-00-I\-U New 

Nr.C-05~-80-00-A-O New 

Nr.C-056-Bo-rA-/\-S 88A3P4 

N[C-IOI-RO-EI-A-S New 

NEC-I03-BO-OO-A-O New 

IiEC-104-80-00-A-0 New 

Er IJivision 

Task Name Lender 

Snmpl inf! <lnJ Ibrvcstlng 
Gear r)cvcl0IJm~nt 

rroduct QH:tlity. Snff'!ty fr 
St;lthlaru5 

RC'sollrce Development ::tnd 
Improvcm(,l~t 

Sportfisllitlg Utilizntion 
T~clln0logy 

DloclicmiC011 Stock 
IdctltifJcntlon 

nanllet! IJI1Jcrsca Research and 
Technology 

GCllcrnl Support 

Dnt:1 r·lanngf'ment 

Northeast Fisherics Data 
rroccssing & Infonnation 
System Developmcnt 

Aquarium 

Vessel Construction 

Facility ,..,JllitJotl - Building 
Construction 

Fl~hcry Analysis: 'Managemcnt 
Counell Li a 1 son 

Rcha~ilitntlon of Seaw3tcr 
nnJ Aquarium System 

Construction of Vessel Pier 

Acquisition of Two 'Inshore 
Research Ves5cl~ 

Corhett 

GnJLois 

I.earson 

Lc:tl'son 

RiJgway 

Cooper 

Stern 

Pacheco 

lIeycrdahl/ 
lIandy 

Wheeler 

Smith. K. 

Sindermann 

JCUTrClltly 10,(.80.2K (3/400 w rv 79 inCTCr1S0 NEC-OSS) 

BY f I 
l':l~e ., of ·t 

,ii 

Tu!:t't flY .. I 
D1 vi s l.o}' Location t-ll!!~ .. ,!!~_~ ___ l!l£T~~~_e __ _ 

Resource Ut II izntlon GloHcester 

Resource- Ut 11 i zat i on Gloucester 

Resource IItilization Gloucester 

Resource Utlli2ntion Gloucester 

TOT,..,!. 

Unattachcd Woods lIole 

Unattached NlJo<ls 11010 

Unattnchcd WOOl!!;: Ito I e 

Unattachetl Sandy Ilook 

Unntt,'1chco WooJs !lole 

U!lattl1ched Woods. Hole 

Unrtt tnched 

Unattached 

Unattached Woods lIole 

Una t tachClI Sandy flook 

Unattached 

UllnttnchctI 

TOTAl. 

Gllf\!m TUTtd. 

4/118.3 

9/U,7.2 

1<'1/'10:). !J 

27/7%.4 

0/3 _ I 

5/132.7 

72/2012.5 

4/I~R.7 

B/~'6.S 

3/97.5 

2/67.S 

!l.1/29flA. !i 

3/.200.0 

3/200,U 

2/1011.0 

~L19"p __ 

11/579.11 

2/150.0 

21·\ t. 6 

~/H\j'.O 

0127 _ 0 

O/3500.fI 

0/125U.0 

1/20.8 

Ofl67.0 

O/IO!J8.0 

O/llOO.O 

Itl/79S1.1 

3tJS/II,lHHI.11 lO!>/15.f,!HI.!1. 

II 

, , 

• 
• 



-< , 

• 
• 

APPENDIX IV - PHYSIDLOGY-BIOCHEMISTRY, MILFORD, CONN. 

Sampling Protocol 

Samples of organisms will be taken from both "clean" and impacted areas. 

Teleosts 

A. Sampling: 10 individuals per sp at selected clean and impact 
stations. 

B. Treatments: 

1. Excise kidney, brain, and 1-2 g gonad 

2. Place each in small plastic bag, pinch and fold to get out as much 
air as poss.ible; wrap tightly with masking tape and label (use 
cod~; sample data sheet is enclosed). 

3. Freeze at as low temperature as possible. 

4. Take blood samples from winter flbunder and yellowtail flounder 
and any other species where 10 or more individuals are available. 
Centrifuge blood and save and freeze serum. Discard cells. 

C. Species, in order of importance: 

Flounder (yellowtail, winter), Gadoids (cod, haddock, pollock), 
Clupeids (herring, alewife), and Mackerel 

Crustaceans 

A. Sampling: as for teleosts 

B. Treatments: 

1. Excise, package (as shown above), and freeze gonads (all), 
digestive gland (1-2 g), and blood. --

2. Return live specimens from end-of-cruise stations to the 
laboratory. 

C. Species, in order of importance: 

Lobster, Jonah Crab 

Holluscs 

:- A. Sampling: as for teleosts 
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B .. Treatments: 

1. Excise, package (as above), and freeze gills, adductor muscle 
(1-2 g), mantle, and gonads. 

*2. Return live specimens as for crustaceans. 

C. Species in order of importance: 

Ocean Scallop, ocean Quahog, other spp. of opportunity 

D. Sampling procedure for sea scallop (Placopecten magellanicus) 
Adductor muscle, taken at sea:' 

1. Sampler per station = An optimal number would be at least 12 
animals taken at each station, if possible. 

2. Data needed = 

a) .Keep accurate log of station number (sal inity, temperature, 
depth) and date, and please make copy for me. 

b) Please note size (cm) and sex (relative ripeness of gonad would 
also be helpful) of each animal from which adductor muscle is 
taken. 

c) Use your own code, but samples for each station should be 
numbered, to keep track of size and sex. 

3. Sampling procedure proper: 

4. 

a) Excise adductor. muscle as cleanly as possible .(so no gonad 
tissue, digestive gland~ or whatever, will contaminate the 
muscle tissue); cut away the outside of the muscle, if necessary 
or if it's easier, we only need about 2 grams. 

b) . Place tissue in small plastic bags (home-made from Zip-Lock 
bags, supplied in box with tape and marker) and squeeze around 
to. eliminate as much air as possible, then 

c) Mrap tightly with masking tape, number (or whatever your system 
is), and freeze-store** by station groups, as was done on the 
Sept. '77 cruise. 

When off-loading ship, the best treatment would be to store the 
samples with some hunks of dry ice in a freezer, to al'iait pick-up 
and transport to the ~li 1 ford Laboratory. 

*Please b)'ing back to the laboratory live lobsters, crabs and bivalve 
molluscs caught during the last three days of the cruise. 

**The 101'ier the tempe)'ature, the better--20°C ~lOuld be very good. 
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