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Figure 3.6.1.2. Total project smolt survival by flow for the month of May provided by Alden
Research Laboratory, Inc. for 15 FERC-regulated hydroelectric facilities on the Penobscot River.
Survival at low flows is typically variable as operational changes with increasing flows (e.g.,
engaging additional turbines) alter the proportion of flow passing via the turbines versus the
spillway and downstream bypass and, therefore, alter the proportion of smolts passing via the
turbine, where mortality and injury rates are often higher than alternative passage routes. Note the
facility-specific x-axes for all graphs, the y-axes are set from 0.6 to 1.0, and that the minimum and
maximum predicted flow is identified by the beginning and ending of the data series.
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