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Appendix A7.  History and basis of natural mortality estimates for surfclams. 
 

Natural mortality is an important uncertainty for surfclams.  This appendix 
contains an excerpt from the surfclam stock assessment in 2000 (NEFSC 2000) that 
reviews the information available at that time concerning natural mortality of surfclams.  
In particular, it documents the basis for the current estimate of M=0.15 y-1.  This 
information is provided solely for the convenience of Reviewers. 
 
The excerpt is from: NEFSC.  2000.  Surfclams, p. 311-477.  In: Report of the 30th 
Northeast Regional Stock Assessment Workshop (31th SAW): Stock Assessment Review 
Committee (SARC) consensus summary of assessments.  Northeast Fish. Sci. Cent. Ref. 
Doc. 00-03.  It can be downloaded from the web site: 
http://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/nefsc/publications/crd/crd0004.pdf. 
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