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“ A U.S. Atlantic Salmon Assessment Committee
J‘ BRIEF of Annual Report of Report No. 22 - 2009 Activities
Q Portland, Maine March 1 — March 4, 2010
1. Status of US Stocks
a. Returnsto US = 2,336 adult salmon: ranked 17 of 43 year time series
i. Marine Phase 1991 to present: return median = 1,791
1. 2008 returns ranked 6 of 19 year time series
ii. Benchmark - Conservation Spawning Escapement = 29,199 spawners
1. returns were 8% of CSE
b. Contributions of each stock complex to US total - Fundy (<1%), Gulf of Maine (93%), Central
New England (4%), Long Island Sound (3%).
i. Penobscot River population accounted for 84% of total
ii. US seaage composition. - 10% 1SW and 89% multi sea winter (MSW)
1. MSW mostly 2SW — 26 repeat and 3SW fish (35 last year)
iii. Origin of returns - 84% hatchery smolt origin and 16% naturally-reared from fry or
parr stocking and natural reproduction.

2. Fishery Reporting
a. Recreational Fisheries — Closed
i. Exception Merrimack Retired Brood Fishery(about 1,400 licenses sold annually)
b. Commercial Farm production — 6,028 mt
i. Production in 4 of the last 8 years < 50% of highest 13,202 t produced in 2001

3. Hatchery Production
a. Atotal of 11.6 million juvenile salmon stocked in 15 river systems
i. Totalis low relative to decade
ii. Frystocking— 10.6 M in 15 systems
iii. Parr stocking —230K in 3 systems
iv. Smolt stocking — 782K smolts in 8 systems (high number)
1. 560K in the Penobscot River
b. Adult stocking — 4,011 stocked mostly post-spawn
i. pre-spawn adults - Merrimack, Sheepscot, East Machias, Machias, and Hobart
Stream (produced redds)
ii. support sport fishery - Merrimack River

4. Emerging Issues
a. Regional Assessment Products — expanded status summaries beyond adult to provide
regional time series of large parr densities and smolt abundance
i.  Parr Subsidy- all unmarked hatchery returns were credited to smolts this discounts
the contribution of unmarked parr and overestimates the smolt return rate. New
marking program to measure impacts.
ii. Regional juvenile production indicates declining productivity but some variability
b. Fish Health - Richard Cronin National Salmon Station (RCNSS) -S700K Biosecurity update —
what about ME and NH? (reminder of USASAC statement about pre-planning for IPN: /PN
may represent a critical threat to Atlantic salmon recovery. The introduction and discovery
of IPN at any hatchery facility will result in loss of genetic diversity and the loss of one to
three year classes. Current procedures for screening and isolating fish are inadequate to
protect against an IPN outbreak. Options for IPN mitigation, prevention and screening need
to be investigated immediately and this should be a fish health priority.
c. Marine Survival Acoustic Telemetry Studies in Penobscot Bay, uncovering ecology and
survival to Nova Scotia, data used in marine planning and Section 7.




