TENTATIVE PROGRAM FOR RESTORATION OF SALMON IN NEW ENGLAND WATERS
Prepared by William C. Herrington and George A. Rounsefell of the Fish and

Wildlife Service. Discussed and approved by the Fisheries Commissioners

of the North Atlantic States or their representative at a meeting in
Cambridge, Mass., during October 1939.

In times past, the salmon fisheries of New England have been of great
economic and recreational value. However, in recent years, the value of this
regsource has approached the vanishihg point due to progressive depletion of the
salmon stock resulting from the blocking of rivers to spawning salmon by dams and
log jams, pollution, overfishing, and perhaps destruction of speawning areas. The
relative importance of each of these destructive factors is not generally agreed

upon.

Numerous attempts have been made to maintain the salmon fisheries through et

regulatory laws, construction of fish ladders, artificial propagation, and through

introduction of pink salmon from the Pacific Coast; but these efforts have not
served to restore past abundance or even to halt the gradual reduction of the
stock, 'Many‘observers conglder that these negative results are not conclusive;
beéause in no case ﬁas it possible to carry through the measures under adequately
controlled conditions§. Furthermore, it is believed that at present, due to
removal of lumber mills andabandonment and destruction of dams, and to the con-
struction of fish ladders in permsnent dams, conditions on many of the rivers are
more favorable for salmon than has been the case for many years past.

From a survey of reports and other available information on the subject,

we believe that it should be possible to rebuild self-perpetuasting salmon

" stocks in many of the New England rivers, granted the requisite cooperation

of the anglers and commercial fishermen, the states, and the Bureau of Fisheries.
Judging from the size of the rivers, extent of potential spawning areas, and magni-

tude of the salmon runs in the early history of the fishery, it should be possible

throﬁgh careful study and adequate regulation, to develop salmon runs of a
magnitude far beyond that visualized Wood 0 aboratorv
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I1I. Un the basis of the &bove survey, select the most suitable streem
for restorstion end smensgement expericents.

I1I1. Obtsin Stete lews prohibiting or severely limiting the capture of
selmon anywhere cn this river or within s suitsble distence from 1is mouth
foxr e period 6£ 10 years (or such other period as the survey indicates is
necessary).

IV. Provide zeans fur determining the number of fiaﬂ which spewn
naturelly. This cen be sccomplished in verious ways, such &g counting at
& fieh ledder, weir, or on the spswning prounds.

V. Obteln & supply of Atlantic eslmon egys for hatehing snd plenting
sach yeer for at leest § years to aseist in reluilding the nsturel stock,

Vi. Msrk wild parr sud smolte in the different trihuﬁ&riem, sng
hatﬁhary—réared perr ané smolts to determines

1. Relstdve velue of the tributeries for spawning and
| pursery groundg.

Z« The best sge to relesse hatchery stock.

8. Optimum size of syswning run for each tributary.

ViI. After 10 yesrs or lees, should results be sufficiently successful,
open the stream to coatrolled fishing. The smount of fishing to be permitted
in subseyuent yesrs to be cetermined by results of snnusl observaticus. The
begic coneideration in limiting fishing w»1ll be to require an snnusl spewning
run sufficient to bulld up &nd msintein s self-perpetuating stock at the
most productive level., This ig the busis of the Buresu's Alesksn progrem whieh

has proved so succesesful in regzitoring end maintsining the Alasksrn salmon runs.



VIiil. $Study the possible adventages and disadventeges tc be derived
from introducing s more desireble species of West Cosst selmon thsn thet
previously tried in Meive waters. It is believed that & species sould be
selected which would be of velue to both sports and commercisl fishermen mnd

whose early life history is such that it would offer & minimum of ecompetitdon
to native palmon.



