
TENTATIVE PROG~! FOR RESTORATION OF SALMON IN NEW ENGLAND WATERS 

Prepared by William C. Herrington and George A. Rounsefell of the Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Discussed and approved by the Fisheries Commissioners 
of the North Atlantic states or their representative at a meeting in 

Cambridge, Mass., during October 1939. 

In times past, the salmon fisheries of New England have been of great 

economic and recreational value. However, in recent years, the value of this 

resource has approached the vanishing point due to progressive depletion of the 

salmon stock resulting from the blocking of rivers to spawning salmon by dams and 

log jams, pollution, overfishing, and perhaps destruction of spawning areas. The 

relative importance of each of these destructive factors is not generally agreed 

upon. 

Numerous attempts have been made to maintain the salmon fisheries through ~'.~' 

regulatory laws, construction of fish ladders, artificial propagation, and through 

introduction of pink salmon from the Pacific Coast; but these efforts have not 

served to restore past abundance or even to halt the gradual reduction of the 

stock. Many observers consider that these negative results are not conclusive, 

because in no case was it possible to carry through the measures under adequately 

controlled conditions. Furthermore, it is believed that at present, due to 

removal of lumber mills and abandonment and destruction of dams, and to the con-

struction of fish ladders in permanent dams, conditions on many of the rivers are 

more favorable for salmon than has been the case for many years. past. 

From a survey of reports and other available information on the subject, 

we believe that it should be possible to rebuild self-perpetuating salmon 

- stocks in many of the New England rivers, granted the requisite cooperation 

of the anglers and commercial fishermen, the states, and the Bureau of Fisheries. 

Judging from the size of the rivers, extent of potential spawning areas, and magni-

tude of the salmon runs in the early history of the fishery, it should be possible 

through careful study and adequate regulation, to develop salmon runs of a 
\AI _ .. ~- aboYatO'rv 

magnitude far beyond that visualized ."'100 .. '" '.~t. . 
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. Such 'r~.lU$,On~ .. pr6p&rlY develcrped,.ould supply 4mostunlilll1~d nwab4rB of .. 

fi.sh ~ fO:rth&8POl'tflPn",ndift8.dditJ.0n1i~6 prov1(fea~Pl)ie~~tary in.cOM ' 

of:trn.nendoul!I. valu~to ·the atrugg;u.D.g co~tJ. •• ot'. cOlR:.r~itid fishermen'" .. 

·alongthfil,CoEi.6lt, ~h.re the. -.aU boat tlshe~ ar.$~ng Jt.d1ftl~t .or 
- ' , -- '. . ',"_: . -~ 

",', 

1.m.po6sible: to'8u"~veiJt coltpet1 t10tl w1ththe ma6~pr:oduet1onof thG.off"Oflt 
- " i" " . . 

QonD~quer.dJ.l1. 9n.y .pI"Ogr8mt()~:J;'estQ:reti.:~n of. the edmon h.:8great 
.' , 

8(}c1u eo well ~sr~qreat1i,m,~l iIlplicati,.on....! 
,- , . . 

In line. 1'dtnt.tl& a.bov~eoncl:~l1don., .weprQPosei;ha.t.
i

• c&r(Ji'\U.ly 

wperv1sed eXpe~1:m.ltbe cfil'r.1 "'<1 •... ou. t 1Ioi dh·' ~11' defln1tllll:yprova or ··cU eprQve 
". _ . . ". -, . , 

. .. 

fil~ld rvatote-.tiOfl could, bf: eltt$iid~ to lii.WldM'aret;,~ll!fQO,nt.ftpi8.tad fl;t, 

p~e8ent •..• · 

, " . 

l ~ , A comp,rehen~ive .,uTvey (l>l$~·perj;enC&d persoIDlsl) f CO'flttiia I£' th~ JfiO$t 

prom_ing lie~ ingl($d r1V($1·~trom mouth- tQ.·,oul"rie "toebcwth~ tQllowin" 

1 .. c' IiUllher' Nld kinc;.otOQsti:rliCtiOtlfS w salmon ~~U.Ofi. and. 
- ," '. '. 

the'adeque.oy . ot:tl$ ladd.ere. or other devieea t.op~mi to -. 

the fr'ee UP:-'3:ndtown"'$~e!lmmgnt.10nOfmmltruld~~g 
~. 

2. '. EJttent,end degl'~$.of t~llut1on and t() what, p.)l:t~ntitlim1 ts 
, ",_ " • • _ • : '-, L' , • 

. . , 

~D, lI.OVCmsl~t.a ~nd BpalP.1d.ng •• 

$ •• 1IItJ:~ctiUQnend s);..tent Qf ,~~g $.l'.8.8.,; 
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II. On the baei. of the above auney, .. elect the T~O.t WIll. table .tree. 

for rellJtorat.1on anet s!uul.gement experiJ.lient. •• 

III. ObWn State hwa pI'ohib1 tine 01: .everely IUd tillt the capture ot 

aalaon an7Where on this r1 Vel' or .i thin iii! aui table dilluno. from 1. ts lIlOU th 

tor 8, period ot 10 Te .. rs (or 6ucllotuer period all the surY81 indicate. 1. 

nee ••• ar,). 

IV. Provide ll';;ems f~)r deter.uning the number of fish whieh epawn, 

!latur&.ll,.. Thi8 een be accompllshfllcl in varloUft way/!, sueh I.e counting fit 

Ii fie.h ladder, weir, Qr on th. 8pa1lning grounds. 

v. Obtdr.i li I'JUpply of Atlantic:: seJ..mon eg;!." tor ha.tching !ind :plentin, 

e&eh year for at least b 16l:U"S to a..siat in reblildi.ng the n¥turl1J. stock. 

VI. Mark wild parr fmc smolts in t.,~. d1tferefft tr.:l.ootar1(l1$, end 

tartoh"l"i-t'eared perl' Md sol t:& to det&l"llinfn 

1.. l'i.el",tive y~u. of ttle tri 1;al't.$riel tor spawning atld 

nuraery ground •• 

i. The beet tlgEl tC) release ha.tche17 stock. 

5. Opti,wm a11~ of spawning run for 6I6l.ch tributary-

VII. .uter 10 years or l •• s, Jhould nsult& 00 sufficiently sueeestd\ll, 

open the atream to controlled :f1ah1ng. The Q.ount 'Of fishing to be penni tted 

in wbeequent ;years to be determined by rosul ts of &nnUJ!1 obsern:t'.1olls. The 

batric cone1deraUQu in 11m Ung f1fihing 'rill be to require an mmue.l .,pawning 

run sufficient to build up and &8int&in & self-perpetuating .tock at the 

most productlve level. 'lbJ.s ilS the boliu,is ,of the Bure,.u'll Alaskan progrem .niGh 

h ... proved BO successful in rest.crinfx Md m&intaining the Ala.ken au.1.nton runs. 
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YIli. Study the poaa1ble advent.&ge. INld di.ad'Y~ntage8 to be deriyed 

fl'OI'l introducing e. Ilorft a •• lra.ble .peel •• of , •• t Co.at ulao.I! than that 

previouflly trieo in Maine water.. It. i. believed that e spades could be 

llIelectliJd "h1c.b wct1ld be of value to both .porte ~r"d commercial &heften .a.n.d 

whose 8-41'17 life historl is JiUch that it "ould offer fi. lUlUlIlUIl of eompetition 

to native •• laon. 


