I—REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER,

PRELIMINARIES OF THE INQUIRY.

The importance to the United States of the fisheries on its coasts can
scarcely be exaggerated, whether we consider the amount of wholesome
food which they yield, the pecuniary yalue of their prodacts, the num-
ber of men and boys for whom they furnish profitable occupation, the
stimulas to ship and boat building which they supply, and, not the
least of all, their service as a school for seamen, from which the mer-
chant-marine, as well as the Navy of the country, derive their most
important recruits.

A few years ago, in view of the enormous abundance of fish originally
existing in the sea, the snggestion of a possible failure would have been
considered idle; and the fisheries themselves have been managed with-
out reference to the possibility of a future exhaustion. The country
has, however, been growing very rapidly ; the construetion of railroads
and the use of ice for packing have furnished facilities for sending fish
in good condition ali over the country, and the demand for them has
increased in proportion. The object of those engaged in the fisheries
has heen to obtain the largest supply in the shortest possible time, and
this has involved more or less of waste, and, in some cases, reckless
destruction of the fish.

The discovery, teo, that fish can be made o supply a valnable oil by
boiling and pressing, and that the residue, a3 well as the uncooked fish,
furnish a valuable manure, to be applied eitber directly or after special
preparation, has constituted an additional source of consumption on a
very large scale.

Ag might have reasonably been inferred, the supply, which formerly
greatly exceeded the demand, now, to a certain extent at least and in
cortain localities, has failed; and the inpression has Lecome prevalent
that the fish themselves are diminishing, and that in time some kinds,
at least, will be almost or quite exterminated. This assertion is made
with reference to several species that formerly constituted an important
part of the food supply; and the blame has been alternately laid apon
oue or another of the causes to which this result is ascribed, the fact of
the decrease being generally considered as established.

The first ofticial notice taken of this state of affairs, with the view of
adopting measures for relief, was on the part of the States of Massachu-
setts and Rhode Island, both being especially interested in the ques
tion, as the greatest depreciation was alleged to have occurred on their
gouthern border. The cause assigned by those who complained most
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of the result was the multiplication of “traps” and *pounds,” which
captured fish of all kinds in great numbers, and, as was supposed, in
greater quantity than the natural fecundity of the fish could make good
year by year, especially in view of the fact that these catches were
made during the spawning season, thereby destroying many of the
tertile fish and preventing others from depositing their eggs.

Petitions were presented to the legislatures of both these States
in the winter of 1869-'70, asking that a law be passed prohibiting the
use of fixed apparatus for capturing fish ; and the whole subject came
before special committees of the legislatures, and was discussed in all
its bearings. The Massachusetts committee, of which Captain Nathan-
iel Atwood, of Provincetown, was chairman, after considering the evi-
dence adduced, decided that there was no reasonable ground for the
complaint, and that any action on the part of the State was inexped:i-
ent. (See page 117 of the present report.)

On the other hand, the Rhode Island committee, after giving a much
greater amount of personal attention to the matter, came to the con-
clusion that the prayer of the petitioners was well founded, and they
reported in favor of a very stringent law, prohibiting the further use of
“traps” or “ pounds,” excepting within a limited distriet. (Page 104.)
So far from agreeing with the Massachusetts committee on this subject,
they gave it as one result of their inquiry that the difference in abun-
dance of food-fishes between the present time and that ten years ago.
involved an increase in expense of at least $100 per annum to one thou-
sand persons, resident on or near the sea-coast; or, in other words,
that one thousand families were taxed to the amount of $100 a year for
the purchase of food which previously was readily taken by one or
other of its members, at odd moments of time throughount the season.
So totally different were the conclusions arrived at by the two com-
mittees.*

The report against the prayer of the petitioners, made by the com-
mittee of the Massachusetts State senate, settled the question for the
time, and no further action was taken. The report of the Rhode Island
comimittee, however, was presented to the legislature, but nothing defi-
nite was done, In this State it became a political question rather than
an economical one, and shared with the regular issues in determining
the result of elections. Rhode Island being strongly republican, the
republican ticket was usually elected without any question; but the

* This remarkable contradiction in the results of the two commissions showed Ehe ne-
cessity of a special scientific investigation on this subject, to be prosecuted in the way
of direct experiment upon the fish themselves, their feeding and breeding grounds. It
will be observed that the conclusions depended generally upon the evidence of fisher-
men alone. The same was the case with the British commission, of which Professor
Huxley was & member, and which in the course of its researches visited eighty-six
places on the coast of England, and had before them large numbers of persons engaged
in the fisheries, some of them using nets and trawls, and otherslines. These gentlemen
reported that there was no proof adduced to show that the supply of fish in the Brit-
ish seas had decreased, and therefore they opposed any restrictions.
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nominee of that party for lientenant-governor, being looked upon as
opposed to the abolition of the trapping of fish, was defeated by the
popular vote, although subseguently elected by the legislature. The
prevailing sentiment throughout the greater part of the State appeared
to be in favor of the prohibition of traps, a measure which was confi-
dently anticipated by all parties, although the propriety of such a course
was contested by many persons whose judgment was entitled to consid-
eration. Among these was Mr. Samuel Powel, a member of the State
senate, who insisted that the question was too little understood to war-
rant such action, and that it should first be made the subject of inquiry
on the part of sciéntific men before a proper decision could Le reached.

In the accompanying foot-note I present a communication from Dr.
Hudson, received as this report is going through the press, in regard to
the action on the same subject taken by the State of Connecticut.*
This has more particular reference to shad and salmon, but has a
part in the general inquiry.

*STATE OF CONNECTIOUT, DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES,

. Hartford, Connecticut, January 2, 1873,

Drar Sik: You ask for a short history of the efforts made to secure a law prohibit-
ing pounds used for the taking of shad, or prospectively of salmou. In 1866 the Commis-
sioners of fisheries of the New England States met at Boston to discuss measures for
restoring salmon and increasing the number of shad in the different rivers of the
States. The Connecticut River of our State was the only stream under special diseus-
sion, as four of the States, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, and Connecticut
were all equally interested. An agreement was finally made that the comiissioners
of Vermont and New Hampshire were to furnish all the salmon-fry necessary to
restock the river, Massachusetts was to furnish fishways for all dams on the river in
the State,and the Connecticut commissioners were to procure a law abolishing pounds
at the mouth of the river. In aceordance with this agreement, our commissioners suc-
ceeded in having a law passed in 1863, approved July 31, 1863, section 2 of which is as
follows: “That from and after the year 1871 it shall be unlawful for any person to
erect, construct, or continue in the waters along the northerly shore of Long Island
Sound, in this State, any weir or pound for the taking of fish.” You will notice that
no penalty is provided in case of non-observance of the law. To remedy this defect a
law (which I inclose) was passed in 1871, approved July 24, 1371, making a penalty
of $400, but giving a majority of the commissioners authority to grant permits. As
Massachusetts had built no fishways, aud New Hampshire and Vermont did not pre-
tend to live up to their promise in coasequence, permits were granted under certain
restrictions, and in 1872 the legislature passed a new law by which pounds may be
allowed to fish except from sunrise on Saturday until sunrise on Monday, with a fow
hours’ allowance for tides. All restrietions on fykes have been repealed.

Yours, very truly,
‘ WM. M. HUDSON.
Prof. 8. F. BAIRD, Washington, D. C.
AN ACT in addition to an act for encouraging and regunlating fisheries.
Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives, in general assembly convened :

SectIoN. 1. That upon a written reqnest of the fish commissioners, or amajority of them
the selectmen of any town in the State shall appoint two or more such persons as shall
be approved by such fish commissioners to be fish wardens, whose duty it shall be to
assist the fish commissioners in detecting and prosecuting oftenses against the fishery
laws of the State, and who shall be paid a suitable com pensation from the treasurer of
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In view of such considerations as were adduced by Mr. Powel, and of
the contrariety of opinion on the part of State committees, it was deemed
desirable that the whole matter should be investicated by some scien-
tific officer of the general Government presumed to be competent to the
inquiry and entirely uninfluenced by local considerations. Indeed, as
the alleged diminution of the fisheries was in tidal and navigable waters
of the United States, and over which the Federal Government exercises
jurisdiction in other matters, it was maintained by many that the State
governments had no control, and that any enactments on the subject
must be made by Congress; especially as, if left to the States, it would
be impossible to secure that harmony and coneurrence of action neces-
sary for a successful result.

It wiil be observed that in all these cases the guestion turned upon
the evidence of men who were interested in one way or another, and
whose daily bread might depend largely upon the conclusions arrived
at. Many of them had made large investiments of money in nets and
boats, while others who had no such interests acted upon the natural
antipathy that seems to exist between those using the net and those
fishing with the line. It was also shown, by some of the testimony, that
in many instances persons were biased in their evidence by intimidation,
cither expressed or understood, on the part of the owners of nets. Ad-
the town; and in addition thereto shall have one-half the penalty that may be recov-
ered and paid into the treasury tor any offense detected by them.

SEC. 2. Chapter 27 of the session laws of 1269, approved June 21, 1869, is hereby
appealed.

Stc. 3. After the year 1571, any person who shall set, use, or continue, or shall assist
in sctting, or using any pound, weir, set-net, or other fixed or permanent contrivance
for catching fish in any of the waters within the jurisdietion of the State witliout the
written permisgion of the majority of the fish commissiouers, shall forfeit and pay the
sum of $400 to the treasnury of the State,

Sizc. 4. All the provisions of the third and fourth sections of the act entifled “An
act in addition to an act for encouraging and regunlating fisheries,” passed Muay session,
1867, and approved July 26, 1867, are liereby extended and shall fully apply to this
act; and all parts of acts heretofore passed which are incousistent with this act are
hereby repealed.

Sk, 5. In addision to the penalties provided in section three, any justice of the peace
for the county in which such pound, weir, set-net, or other fixed or permanent contri-
vance has been so0 set up, used, or continned, or where any persons shall violate any of
the laws of this State by fishing at such times as are prohibited by law, is lereby au-
tliorized and directed, upon the written request of any fish commissioner or fish warden,
to issue his warrant commanding the sheritf, constable, or any other proper person or
persons in such warrant named, to cause the same to be seized forthwith, together with
all the parts thereof, and all nets, seines, boats, oars, sails, tackle, ropes, and other
articles ewployed therewith, or used in vielation of the laws of this State as aforesaid,
and to be removed and sold at public anction to the highest bidder, and, after paying
out of the proceeds of such sale all the expenses of such seizare, removal, and sale, to
deposit what remains in the treasury of the State. The provisions of this act shall not
apply to any pounds set for the purpose of catching white fish between the castern
boundary of the town of Clinton and Poud Point, in the town of Milford.

SEec. 6. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith arve hereby repealed.

Approved July 24, 1871,
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mitting, however, that the use of nets of certain kinds has done a great
part, or even the whole, of the mischief complained of, it was a matter
worthy of serious inquiry whether so positive a measure as absolute
pronibition was expedient or necessary, and whether by limiting the
time during which the use of nets is allowed, the interests of both
parties may not be reconciled, by giving to the fish the opportunity of
spawning undisturbed, and also by regulating the size of the mesh, so as
to catch only the oldest and largest fish. All this, however, was only to
be ascertained by a careful study of the habits of the fish, so as to de-
termine the nature of their food, the growth of their spawn, and other
circumstances bearing upon the solution of the problem in question.

The following bill for this purpose was therefore introduced into the
House of Representatives by the Hon. H. L. Dawes, and became alaw on
the 9th of February, 1871:

RESOLUTION OF GENERAL NATURE—No. 8.7

JOINT RESOLUTION for the protection and preservation of the food-fishes of the
coast of the United States.

Whereas it is asserted that the most valuable food-fishes of the coast and the lakes
of the United States are rapidly diminishing in number, to the public injury, and so as
materially to affect the intevests of trade and commerce : Therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Uniled Stales of America
in Congress asscmbled, That the President be, and he hereby is, authorized and required
to appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Sepate, from among the civil
officers or employés of the Government, one person of proved scientific and practical
acquaintance with the fishes of the coast, to be commissioner of fish and fisheries, to
serve without additional salary.

Src. 2. cAad be it farther resolved, That it shall be the duty of said commissiouer to
pi'osecuto investigations and inquiries on the subject, with the view of ascertaining
whether any and what diminution in the nurmber of the food-fishes of the coast and
the lakes of the United States has taken place ; and, if so, to what causes the same is
due ; and also whether any and what protective, prohibitory, or precautionary meas-
ures should be adopted in the premises; and to report upon the same to Congress.

Sec. 3. And be it further resoleed, That the heads” of the Executive Departments De,
and they are hiereby, directed to canse to be rendered all necessary and practicable aid
to the sail commissioner in the prosccution of the investigations aud ingniries afore-
said.

Swec. 4. dnd beit further resoloed, That it shall be lawf{ul for said commissioner to
take, or canse to be talen, at all times, in the waters of the sea~coast of the United
States, where the-tide ebbs and flows, and also in the waters of the lakes, such fish or
specimeus thereof as may in his judgment, from time to time, be needfal or proper for
the ecouduct of his duties as aforesaid, any law, custom, or usage of any State to the
contrary notwithstanding.

Approved February 9, 1871,

As passed, the resolution provided for the extension of the inquiry to
the lakes, at the insvance of some of the western members, who desired
that the subject of the diminution in the supply of white-fish and other
species in the western waters should be investigated.

To carry out the provisions of the law, an appropriation was made by
Congress to meet the necessary expenses of the investigation, and the
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position of commissioner (without salary) having been tendered by the
President, Tacceptedit, with the determinationof giving to theinquiryas
much consideration as the time at my disposal would permit; and, receiv-
ing the necessary leave of absence from Professor Henry, the secretary of
the Smithsonian Institution, I proceeded to Vineyard Sound early in
June, 1871, as it was in that region that the alleged decrease was most
clearly manifested, and established my headquarters at Wood’s Hole,
a village on the coast about eighteen miles from New Bedford, and
directly opposite Holmes’s Hole, (now Vineyard Haven.) From this
center I could readily reach all such points on the adjacent coast,
as were most likely to furnish important facts bearing on the question.
About the same time Mr. J. W, Milner, of Waukegan, Illinois, a gen-
tleman of scientific training and ability, proceeded to Lake Michigan and
spent the entire simmer and antumn in prosecuting his labors in refer-

" ence to the fisheries of the lakes, the results of which will be presented
hereafter.

The provision of the law directing the executive officers of the
Government to render all the aid in their power to the required investi-
gations was found to be of great value. By the direction of the Secre-
tary of the Treasury, and through the courtesy of Mr. J. A. P, Allen,
collector of customs at New Bedford, I was enabled to obtain the use of
the small yacht Mazeppa, belonging to the New Bedford custom-house,
as well as the services of the captain of the vessel, John B. Smith, esq.,
then janitor of the custom-house. A substitute in the way of a boat and
captain was, however, furnished to the custom-house from the appro-
priation for the inquiry. The Treasury Department also instructed the
collector of customs at Newport to detail the revenue-cutter Moccasin,
belonging to that station, and in command of Captain J. G. Baker, for use
in my investigation whenever her services were not required in any other
direction. The Light-House Board granted the occupation of some vacant
buildings and of the wharf connected with their buoy-station at Wood’s
Hole; and the Secretary of thie Navy placed at my command for the sum-
mer a small steam-launch, belonging to the navy-yard at Boston, and
gave me the use of a large number of condemned powder-tanks, which
gerved an excellent purpose in the preservation of specimens. I am
also indebted to Professor Henry for permission to use the extensive
collection of apparatus belonging to the Smithsonian Institution in the
way of nets, dredges, tanks, &c., and thus saving the considerable out-
lay which would otherwise have been necessary.

Due use was made, in the course of the summer, of all the facilities in
question, and I beg leave here to express my acknowledgments to the
Treasury and Navy Departments ; as also,among many others, to Captain
Macy, of the Newport custom-house; to Captain J. G. Baker and officers
of the Moccasin; Mr. J. A. P. Allen, collector of customs, New Bedford;
to Captain John B. Smith, of the Mazeppa; to Captain Edwards, of the
light-house buoy establishment at Wood’s Hole ; as also to various other
gentlemen whose names appear in the report.
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CHARACTER AND PROGRESS OF THE'INVESTIGATION.

The plan adopted for the inquiry was determined upon after careful
deliberation, The great contrariety of opinion developed in the State
investigations as to what should have been the best-known facts in
the life-history of the fishes and their associates in the sea, made it
necessary to study the natural history of these species as thoroughly as
possible, 8o as to have a more complete knowledge of the facts, and con-
sequently better means of arriving at satisfactory conclusions. Works
already published upon American fishes proved to contain compara-
tively little of value as to the bLiography of the coast species; and the
evidence of fishermen and others, whose judgment ought to be reliable,
~ was found to be entirely contradictory and unserviceable. A systematic
plan of inquiry was therefore drawn up, with the assistance of Professor
Gill, embracing the points in the history of the fishes information rela-
tive to which was desirable, and a series of questions was devised, (see
page 1,) answers to which, if satisfactory and complete, would leave lit-
tle room for future inquiry. These were printed for the purpose of giv-
ing them a wide circulation, and include queries in reference to the
local names of each kind of fish, its geographical distribution, its abun-
dance at different periods of the year and in different seasons, its size,
its migrations and movements, its relationship to its fellows or to other
species, its food, and its peculiarities of reproduction ; also questions
relative to artificial culture, to protection, diseases, parasites, mode of
capture, and economical value and application—eighty-eight questions
in all, covering the entire ground.

As the history of the fishes themselves would not be complete with-
out a thorough knowledge of their associates in the sea, especially
such as prey upon them or in turn constitute their food, it was con-
sidered necessary to prosecute searching inguiries on these points,
especially as one supposed cause of the diminution of the fishes was the
alleged decrease or displacement of the objects upon which they subsist.

Furthermore, it was thought likely that peculiarities in the temper-
ature of the water at different depths, its chemical constitution, the per-
centage of carbonic-acid gas and of ordinary air, its currents, &e., might
all bear an important part in the general sum of influences upon the
fisheries; and the inquiry, therefore, ultimately resolved itself into an
investigation of the chemical and physical character of the water, and
of the natural history of its inhabitants, whether animal or vegetable.
It was considered expedient to omit nothing, however trivial or obscure,
that might tend to throw light upon the subject of inquiry, especially
as without such exhaustive investigation it would be impossible to de-
termine what were the agencies which exercised the predominant infla-
ences upon the economy of the fisheries.

As aiready stated, the preliminary arrangements having been made,
and the necessary leave of absence graunted by Professor Henry, I left

‘
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Washington and established myself at Wood’s Hole, where shortly after
my arrival I was joined by Mr. 8. J. Smith and by Professor A. K. Ver-
rill, of Yale College, who had kindly undertaken to conduct the inqui-
ries into the invertebrate fauna of the waters. With the facilities in the
way of steamers and boats already referred to, I repeatedly visited in
person the entire coast from Hyannis, Massachusetis, to Newport,
Rhode Island, as well as the whole of Buzzard’s Bay, Nantucket, Mar-
tha’s Vineyard, &e., and in addition to making collections and investi-
gations, I secured the testimony of a large number of persons who were
mnterested in the inquiry ; among whom were nearly all the leading fish-
ermen, both line-men and trappers, as well as those who had been
dealers in fish and engaged in supplying the markets of New York and
Boston for many years. Many of these persons eagerly embraced the
opportunity totell their story of alleged wrongs, to urge various methods
for their redress, or else to claim the possession of certain inherent rights
which it were rank injustice to deprive them of. A verbatim report of
this testimony was made by Mr. Hemry E. Rockwell, an accomplished
phonographer, and has been printed in part, beginning on page 7.

I also made the acquaintance of several gentlemen of literary ability
and research, who had previously given mueh attention to the various
questions connected with the fisheries, and who bad in a measure be-
come champions of the opposing sides, and obtained from them elabo-
rate arguments on the subject. That of Mr. J. M. K. Southwick, of
Newport, in behalf of the traps and pounds, will be found on page 76,
and of Mr. George . Palmer, of New Bedford, and Mr. J. Talbot Pit-
man, of Providence, as opposed to their continnance and in the interest
of the line-fishermen, on pages 88 and 196.

Many important facts were thus elicited by means of the inquiries
and testimony referred to, suggesting hints for personal examination to
be subsequently prosecuted. Nearly all the fish pounds and traps along
the coast, some thirty in number, were visited, and their location and
character determined. These have been designated on a map of Massa-
chusetts and Ehode Island, wiiich accompanies the present report.

The large number of pounds in the vicinity of Wood’s Hole rendered
it an easy matter to obtain material for investigation; and the oppor-
tunity was embraced for determining wmore satisfactorily, from the con-
tents of the stomachs of the different kinds of fish captured, the precise
nature of their food. For the facilities in the way of specimens fur-
nished by the proprietors of these pounds, always readily given, I beg
to render my acknowledgments ; especially to Captain Isaiah Spindel,
at Wood’s Hole; to Captain Rogers & DBrothers, at Quissett; to Cap-
tain Peter Davis, at Ram’s Head; to Captain Jasen Luce & Co., at
Menemsha Bight; to Captain Phinney, at Waquoit, and to others.

In addition to the material secured by thus sedulously visiting the
pounds and other localities for the objects mentioned, seines and
nets of different kinds were set or drawn almost every day, for the pur-
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pose of ascertaining facts connected with the spawning of the fish, therate
of growth of the young, the localities preferred by them, &c. Professor

Verrill and his parties wese engaged also throughout the summer in

making collections along the shores at low tide, as also in the constant
use of the dredge and the towing-net.

One important question connected with this investigation, in addition
to determining the character of the food available for the fishes, was to
ascertain its comparative abundance, a great diminution or failure of
such food having been’ alleged as one cause of the decrease of the
fisheries. Care was therefore taken to mark out the position and ex-
tent of different beds of mussels, worms, star-fishes, &c., at the sea-bot-
tom, and by straining the water at various depths and at the surface, to
ascertain the amount of animal life therein. Temperature observations
were also repeatedly taken and reecovded, especially from the revenue-
cutter Moccasin, under eommand of Captain Baker.

Having ample facilities at hand for making zoological collections, the
opportunity was embraced to secure large series, not only for the na-
tional museam at Washington, but also for other establishments; and
a sufficient quantity was gathered to supply sets (as soon as they can be
fully elaborated) to the various colleges and other public institutions
throughout the country. Large numbers of fishes, especially of the
more showy kinds, sucl as sharks, skates, rays, &e., in which the waters
abound, were secured for a similar purpose, and a partial distribution to
colleges and societies has already been made of the duplicates of this
portion of the collections. The occasior was also embraced by several
gentlemen to make special collections for establishments with which
they were connected. Among them we may mention more particularly
Professor Jeuks, in behalf of Brown University; Professor Hyatt, for
the Boston Society of Natural History; Professors Smith and Verrill,
for Yale College ; Professor Todd, for Taber College, Iowa ; Doctor Far-
low, for the Botanic Garden at Cambridge, &e. Facilities for such en-
terprises were always gladly furnished.

With a view of exhibiting the character of the fishes of tlie region
explored, and determining their rate of growth, an experienced photog-
rapher accompanied the party, who, in the course of the summer, made
over two hundred large negatives of the speciesin their different stages
of development, at successive intervals throughout the season. These
coustitute a series of illustrations of fishes entirely unequaled ; forming
an admirable basis for a systematic work upon the food-fishes of the
United States, should authority be obtained to prepare and publish it.

Among gentlemen interested in science who visited Wood’s Hole dur-
ing the summer for a greater or less period of time, either with special
reference to co-operation in the work of the commission, or on account
of the interest experienced in such investigations, may be mentioned
Professor 1. Agassiz, of Cambridge; Professor J. W, . Jenks, of Brown
University; Professers Verrill, Smith, D. C. Eaton, Willimin D, Whitney,
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. William H. Brewer, and Mr. Thatcher, of Yale College ; Professor Hy-
att and Dr. Thomas M, Brewer, of Boston; Dr. W, G. Farlow, of Cam-
bridge; Professor Theodore Gill and Dr. Edward Palmer, of Washing-
ton; Colonel Theodore Lyman, Massachusetts commissioner of fish-
eries; Mr, Gwyn Jeffries, of England; Mr. J. Hammond Trambull, of
Hartford; Professor Todd, of Mouunt Tabor, Iowa; Professor O. C.
Thompson, of the Technical Institute, Worecester, and several others.

As already mentioned, my own stay on the coast of Wood’s Hole ex-
tended until the early part of October; and, on my departure, I com-
missioned Mr. Vinal N, Edwards, of that place, to continue the investi-
gation as far as possible, by collecting facts in regard to the more im-
portant species, and especially us to the time of their leaving the shores.
This he performed with great fidelity, besides securing valuable speei-
wens of rare fishes and transmitting them to Washington.

An interestinig result of the labors at Wood’s Hole, daring the sum-
mer of 1871, consisted in the great variety of fishes obtained through
the pounds and otherwise, mnany of them of kinds previonsly unknown
on the New Ingland coast. The total number actually secured and
photographed amounted to one hundred and six species, of which
twenty or more are not included in the great work of Dr. Storer on
the fishes of Massachusetts., Nine species are mentioned by various
others as foundin the waters of Vineyard Sound, but which were not
secured ; making one hundred and fifteen in all now known to belong
to that fauna,

Among the more interesting novelties observed in the way of fishes
was & species of tunny, a kind of small horse-mackerel, (the Oreyrus
thunning,) a species weighing about twenty pounds, and which, although
well known in the Mediterranean and in the warmer part of the At-
lantic, had never been recorded as taken on the American coast. This
fish proved to be quite common, not less than five hundred having been
taken in the fish-pounds at Menemsha Bight alone. Two species of the
sword-fish family, never noted before in the United States, were also
captured. A complete list of the fishes taken, appended to this report,
will elucidate more clearly the richiness of the locality.

The variety of other marine animals secured was also unexpectedly
large. Most of these will be referrved to in the appendix, in the form of
a paper by Professor Verrill. A list of the algwe, furnished by Br. W,
G, Farlow, of Cambridge, will also be found therein,

After completing my field labors for the season of 1871, I had a con-
ference in Boston with Mr. Theodore Lyman, fish commissioner of
Massachusetts, and Mr, Alfred Read, comnissioner of Rhode Island, to-
gether with Mr. Samuel Powel, of Newport, when the results of the
season were discussed, and the dranght of a fishery bill presented, which
was proposed for adoption by the States of Massachusetts and Rhode
Island. The deliberations and disenssions of this meeting will be found
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on page 129,
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Simultaneously with the inquiries prosecuted during the summer of
1871, by mysell and companions, a careful study was made of the food-
fishes found off the coast of North Carolina, by Dr. H. C. Yarrow, acting
assistant surgeon United States Army, stationed at Fort Macon, The
value of the services of this gentleman in the collestion of facts and
statistics of the fisheries, and in adding to our knowlsdge of the natural
history of the species, as well as in makingeonllections of specimens, can
scarcely e overestimated. The conclusions arrived at by this gentle-
man and his notes upon the spacimens will be foand embodied in the
report.

During the summer and autumn of 1371, Mr. J. W. Milner, deputy
commissioner for the great lakes, made the complete circuit of Luke
Michigan, visiting every pound and giil-net station, and collecting a most
important body of information and material. This will be made the
subject of a special report, as soon as the data collected in 1872 ean
be properly arranged.

GENLERAL RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION. -

Having thus given an account of the cirecumstances which led to this
inquiry, of the method of research adopted, and of the steps taken to
carry out the programme, I now proceed to discuss, in a general way,
the results obtained by the investigation, premising, however, that this
is but the fruit of two seasons, and requires to be revised by a care-
ful comparison of results for several successive years. Hnough, how-
ever, has been determined to furnish a general indieation in regard to
habits of the fishes, and of the methods most likely to accomplish the
object of their restoration to their original condition.

As already stated, the objects of the investigation, as authorized by
Congress, were, first, to determine the facts as to the alleged decrease
of the food-fishes; secondly, if such a decrease be capable of substantia-
tion to ascertain the causes of the same; and, thirdly, to suggest
methods for the restoration of the supply. A fourth object incidental .
to the rest was to work out the problems connected with the physical
character of the seas adjacent to the fishing localities, aud the
natural history of the inhabitants of the water, whether vertebrate or
invertebrate, and the associated vegetable life; as also to make copious
and exhaustive collections of specimens, for the purpose of enriching
the national musenm at Washington, and of furnishing duplicates for
distribation in series to such suitable collegiate and other cabinets as
might be recommended for the purpose.

This research into the general natural history of the waters was con-
sidered legitimate, as, without a thorough knowledge of the subject, it
would be impossible to determine, with precision, the causes affecting
the abundance of animal life in the sea and the methods for regulating
it; and the record of these facts, accompanied by proper illustrative '
figures, it was believed would be a very acceptable contribution to the

3. Mis. 61 1T
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cause of popular education, and supply a want which has long been felt
in this country.

As the direct operations of the commission required the use of exten-
sive and complicated apparatus, the additional cost of securing speci-
mens enough for the principal cabinets was found to be trifling, and the
opportunity for enriching them with material usually so difficult of
acquisition it was thought should by no neans be lost.

Nearly all enlightened nations have devoted much time to the investi-
gation of precisely such subjects, the German government, in particular,
having now in progress, under the direction of the National Fishery
Association, an exhaustive examination of all its shores and the adjacent
waters, believing that, by a thoroungh investigation, a priori in this
direction, the various problems in reference to the culture and proteetion
of fish, oysters, lobsters, crabs, and the like, could be more readily
settled. .

I. DECREASE OF THE FISIL—DBearing in mind that the present report
has more particular reference to the south side of New England, and
especially to that portion of it extending from Point Judith on.the west
to Monomoy Point on the east, including Narragansett Bay, Vineyard
Sound, Buzzard’s Bay, Martha’s Vineyard, and Nantucket, I have no
hesitation in stating that the fact of an alarming decrease of the shore-
fisheries has been thoroughly established by mwy own investigations, as
well as by evidence of those whose testimony was taken upon the sub-
ject.

Comparatively a few years ago this region was perhaps the scene
o' the most important summer fishery on our coast, the number of
southern or deep-sea species resorting to its shoal bays and inlets to de-
posit their eggs being almost incredible. The testimony of the earliest
writers, as well as that given by witnesses examined, and set férth
in the appendix to the present report, as to the abundance of the
fish, is believed to be by no means exaggerated; and even within the
memory of persons now living, the mass of animal life was exceedingly
great. The most important of the fish referred to were the senp, the
tautog or black-fish, the striped-bass, and the sea-bass, in addition to
which there were species of less importance, althongh equally edible,
such as the sheep’s-head, the king-fish, the wealk-fish, &e.

The appearance of these fish was very regular, and their arrival apon
the shore could be calenlated upon with almost the same precision as
the return of migratory birds; varying ouly, year by year, with special
conditions of temperature and oceanic currents. Other species,
more capricious in their appearance, and belonging essentially to the
division of outside fishes, were the mackerel, the blue-fish, the Spanish
mackerel, the bonito, &c. The alewife, or gaspereaux, and theshad were
also included ; as likewise the salmon, at an earlier period, although this

. tish was exterminated at a comparatively early period. (See page 149
el seq.)
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In view of the facts adduced in reference to the shore-fishes, there can
be no hesitation in aceepting the statement that there has been an enor-
mous diminution in their nnmber, although this had already occurred
to a considerable degree with some species by the beginning of the
present century. The evidence of the fishermen, however, and of others
familiar with the sabject, as published in the present report, goes to
prove that the decrease has continued in an alarmingly rapid ratio dur-
ing the last fifteen or twenty years, or even less; and I can state of my
own personal observation that localities in Vineyard Sound where
nine years ago an abundance of scup, tautog, sea-bass, &e., especially
the former, could be caught, do not now yield ope-tenth part of
the weight of fish, in the same time and at the same season. As the
decrease is most strongly marked in the case of the scup, I refer for the
details to the chapter on that fish, (page 228.)

We may also refer to the testimony of the Rhode Island committee,
on page 104, in refergnce to the increase of the cost of living on the
coast of that State, in consequence of the diminution of the fisheries.
“QOne very intelligent man thought it made $100 difference in the
cost of living to those persons living on theshore and in the small towns
on the bay, and, from his own experience, he hadno doubt that there are
one thousand persons living near the shore to whom it made this differ-
ence, amounting to a loss to them of $100,000 each year, that of the
kigh price of fish in Providence market not being taken into aceount.”
(Page 105.)

The condition of things referred to is, perhaps, not felt uniformly
over the entire coast, but in certain regions the complaint in regard to
it is universal; and it will be our object to malke inquiry hereatter as
to the real causes of the evil. )

Many persons are in the habit of considering that the fish supply of
the sea is practically inexhaustible; and, theretore, that a scarcity ot any
particular location is to be referred rather to the movements of the fish,
in changing their feeding-grounds capriciously, or else in following the
igration, from place to place, of the food upon which they live. This
may be true to a certain extent, as we shall hereafter show, but it is
difficult to point out any locality where, near the shores in the Néw
Eungland States, at least, under the most favorable view of the case, the
fish are quite as plentiful as they were some years ago; and still more
so where, by their overlapping the original colonists of the sea-bottom,
they tend to render the abundanece appreciably greater than usual,
And, furthermore, if the scarcity of the fish be due to their going off
into the deep waters of the ocean, it is, of course, of very little moment
to the fisherman that they are as abundant in the sea'as ever, if they
do not come upon sueh grounds as will permit their being taken by his
lines or nets. '

It is by no means to be inferred from our reinarks as to the scarcity
of fish that fewer are actoally ¢aught now than formerly at any time;



XX REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES.

the contrary, perhaps, being the case, since by means of the improved
methods of capture, in the way of pounds and nets, an immense supply
is taken out at certain seasons of the year so as frequently to glut the
markets, The scarcity referred to is better shown by the great difficulty
experienced by line-fishermen in securing a proper supply throughout
the year on groands where they were formerly able to cateh all they
needed for their own use and for sale.*

The evil effects of the state of things hiere indicated, are felt in mauy
ways. Primarily on the part of many fishermen, resident on the coast,
who have been in the habit of making a living by the proceeds of their
occupation, not only supplying themselves with food, fresh and salt,
for the year, but also making a comfortable living by sales of their sur-
plus. At the present time this resource is cut off to a great degree from
this class of people in many places on the Massachusetts coast, where,
as on Nantucket, Martha’s Vineyard, and elsewhere, the deprivation
from the loss of profits by fishing is being most seriously felt. The re-
sult, of course, of the inability to make a living in this manner is to
drive the line-fishermen to other occupations, and especially to induce
them to leave the State for other fields of industry. In consequence
the population is reduced, and the community feels this drain of some
of its best material in many ways. Fuarthermore, property depreciates
in value, farms and houses are abandoned, the average of taxation is
increased, and many other evils, readily suggesting themselves, ard
developed.

Again, an important stimulus to the building of ships and boats is
lost in the decreasing demand for vessels of various grades; and, what
is more important to the country at large, the training of skilled sca-
men with which to supply our national and our merchant marine gener-
ally is stopped, or more or less interfered with. It is well known that
the line-fisheries, in their different manitestations, have always been
looked upon as of the utmost importance in a politico-economical point
of view, for which reason bounties were paid by the General Gov-
ernment ; and, although these have been lately withheld, it may yet be
necessary to restore them in order to regain our lost ground.

1I. CAUSES OF THE DECREASE.—AS the testimony and considerations
already adduced may justly be considered as establishing the fact of the
vast decrease in the extent and value of the summer shore-fisheries on
the south side of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, the question recurs

*In the article on scup in the body of the report (p. 228) will be found a detailed ac-
count of the oeccurrence of the young fish, to au envrmous extent, in the spring of 1871, and
thespeculationsastotheir origin. Thesercappearedin 1872, though in muchless nambers,
as two-year-old fish, and by autumn weighed from one-third to balf a pound, and will
doubtless be met with again in 1873 as marketable fish. There is, however, no evidence
to show that a renewed supply of young fish, or at least in anything like the same
numbers, was present in 1872; which tends to render the problem of theiv appearence
still more difficnlt of solution.
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as to the causes which bhave led to this result. These, as eommonly
given, are principally the following :

1. The decrease or disappearance of the food upon which the fish sub-
sist, necessitating their departure to other localities.

2, A ehange of location, either entirely capricious ov induced by the
necessity of looking for food elsewhere, as just referred to.

3. Epidemic diseases, or paealiar atmospherie agencies, sush as heat,
cold, &e. :

4. Destruction by other fishes.

5. The ageney of man; this being manifested either in the pollution
of the water by the discharge into ‘it of the refuse of mannfactories,
Le., or by excessive overfishing, or the use of improper apparatus.

These we will now proceed to diseass briefly in their order, beginning
with, first, disappearance of the food.

To this subject special attention was given in the course of the inves-
tigations of 1871 and 1872, as the suggestion was quite plausible, and
by many was believed to be of great weight. The dredging operations
under Professors Verrill and Smith, were admirably calculated to test
this question, as the sea-bottom was raked in every direction by the
dredges ; and the towing and drifting nets revealed the extent and
comparative abandance of animal life in the surface-water or throughont
its depths. : .

Fortanately for the proper solution of this question, an extensive
series of dredging operations had been conducted by myself in the
waters in the vicinity of Wood’s Hole, as long ago as 1863, when the
diminution in the abundance of the fishes had not made itself so palpa-
ble. As a general result, it may be said that, so far from there being
any scarcity of invertebrate life in the waters during the summer ot
1871, as compared with earlier years, its actual amount was such as to
strike with astonishment every one in our party engaged in the in-
quiry. The dredge was never brought up from scraping the bottom
without being filled with worms, star-fishes, sea-urchins, shellg, &e.
The location of numerous mussel-beds, of acres in extent, was estab-
lished ; the towingnetwould become almost filled, in a short time, with
embryos of c¢rabs, worms, ascidians, &e., and, on several occasions, in
dredging off the coast, to a distance of twenty or thirty miles, the water
was found to be so thick with animal life that a bucket of water drawn
up would contain hundreds of specimens, the sea indeed appearing
like a thick mush of organisms. It any difference were appreciable
between the seasons of 1863 and that of 1871, it was in favor of the
latter, possibly, indeed, becanse of the much less number of fishes calcu-
lated to reduce the mass,  The validity, therefore, of the assmnption of
a diminution of food may be denied in the most positive terms.

The sceond alleged cause, that of change of abode on the pavt of the
Jishes, has also received proper cousideration; but the most careful
inguiry failed to reveal any loeality or Jocalities along the const where
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these fishes were to be found in an increased abundance, such as would
result from the overlapping of the normal supply of any part of the
coastby thatfroma different region. The fish were certainly not displaced
in an easterly direction; and to the west of Narragansett Bay their
numbers, though perhaps not diminished to the same extent as east of
it, were decidedly less than formerly.

Thirdly, disease or atmospheric agencies.—The question of epidemie
diseases among fishes is sometimes suggested by finding large numbers
coming ashore, at times with and at others without any assignable
cause. Occasionally this may be referred to volcanie exhalations, which
charge the water.with sulphuretted hydrogen gas or other noxious sub-
stances, and thus produce death. Where no positive cause can be indi-
cated, the occurrence of some form of disease is frequently assigned as the
reason. Itisstated,forinstance,thatin thelastcentury theblue-fishabout
Nantucket, then in great abundance and of enormous size, so large
indeed that thirty of them would fill a fiour-barrel, were attacked by a
disease which destroyed them in large numbers; and that the Indians
of the island were nearly exterminated at the same time, either by
sharing in a common attack, or by eating the diseased fish. In the
course of time the Dblue-fish again returned to the Nantucket waters,
although of much smaller size than formerly represented; but the In-
dians never recovered their ground, their number being now ex‘remely
limited.

The agency of eold is also given as producing occasionally great
mortality, especially among the tautog. A very cold spell, occur-
ring at low tide some years ago, is said to have Kkilled the tautog
in sach numbers that hundreds of tons were thrown ashore at Block
Island and along the southern shores of Rhode Island and Massachu-
setts. This fact appears to be well attested, and, in all probability,
may have had a decided influence, and similar facts, though on a much
swmaller scale, have been adduced in reference to the young scup in the
late antumn, but this cannot have material influence on the number of
old scup, as may be the case with the striped bass and tantog, both of
which are known to be winter residents of these shores. Similar facts
have been observed even as far south as the Gulf of Mexico, where the
occurrence of a ¢“norther” not unfrequently produces more or less
mortality by chilling the water.

The jfourth cause of decrease, as alleged, namely, the vravages of

r ?" . - o . - -_/-‘
predaceous jishes, I am quite satisfied is one worthy of seridus con-
siderttion, the prineipal offender in this respect being the blue-fish.

No one who has spent a season on the coast, where this fish abounds,
can fail to have been struck with its enormous voracity, and the amount
of destructiveness which it causes among other kinds of fish. Wherever
it appears in large numbers it is sure to produce a marked effeet upon |
‘the supply of other fishes, either by driving them away {rom their
accustomed haunts or by destroying them in large quantities in any
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given locality. Ample evidence to this effect will be found in the tes-
timony presented in the present report, as well as in the article on the
blue-fish, (page 235.) As there stated, it is a pelagic or wandering fish,
going in immense schools, and characterized by a voracity and blood-
thirstiness which, perhaps, has no parallel in the animal kingdom.

The fish seems to live only to destroy, and is constantly employed in
pursuing and chopping up whatever it can master. As some one has
said, it is an animated chopping-machine. Sometimes among a school
-of herring or menhaden thousands of blue-fish will be seen, biting
off the tail of one and then another, destroying ten times as many fish
as they really need for food, and leaving in their track the surface of the
water covered with the blood and fragments of the mangied fish.

The blue-fish range in size, when two years of age and over, from
five to twelve pounds. I ascertained by a careful inquiry into the
number shipped by the dealers along the shore that about a million
and a quarter could be estimated as the naumber captured along through
Vineyard Sound and on the coast from Monomoy Point through Long
Island Sound and sent to market in 1871. Any one who has seen these
fish will judge that not one in a hundred is taken. If, now, we admit
the presence of 100,000,000 blue-fish in these waters referred to, we may
form some estimate of the number of fish destroyed by them. To esti-
mate twenty per day,as the number destroyed, if not devoured, by each
blue-fish, is by no means extravaganf, when we bear in mind the result
of my own examinations and the testimeny of others.

We all know that fish-spawn and fish in different stages of growth
constitute the principal source of food to other fishes in the sea, and
that the great proportion of fishes devoured are of tender age. The
blue-fish, however, will often attack species but little less than itself, and
the 100,000,000 referred to probably destroy fishies of two or three
ounces and upward ; that is to say, those that have passed the ordinary
perils of early life, and have a fair chance to reach maturity. There-
fore, if 12,000,660,000 are eaten, the number destroyed off the New Lng-
land coast in a season of one hundred and twenty to one hundred and
fifty days can be easily estimated. .

No other sea-coast than that of the Atlantic border of the United
States can show, as far as our information extends, so destructive a
seourge.as tlie Dlue-fisly oceurring in snch numbers, of so large a size, and
of so massive a frame; able to cope with and mutilate, if not devour, any
other fish of less size. Indeed, I am quite inclined to assign to the
blue-fish the very first position among the injnrious influences that
have affected the supply of fishes on the coast. Yet, with all this de-
struction by the blue-fish, it is probable that there would not have
been so great a decrease of fish as at present but for the concurrent
action of man, as we shall endeavor to show farther on.

Under the fifth head, that of human agencieé, we may consider first
the question of The pollution of the water by poisonous agencies.
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These may consist, as already stated, of chemical substances, which
exert a directly poisonous influence, or of mechanical objeets, such as
sawdust, which, 1t is said, gets into the gills of fishes, and ultimately
causes their death, or, falling to the bottom, with edgings, bark, &e.,
covers up the gravel and destroys the natural spawning-beds, and
thus prevents the development of the eggs.

These causecs, bowever, apply essentially to rivers, and their injuri-
ous action in such cases has frequently been substantiated, and has in-
voked, in many instances, legislative interference. They exercise very
little influence, however, in regard to the fishes of the sea. The testi-
mony before the Rhode Island legislature would tend to show that, in
the immediate vicinity of factories on the Narragansett Bay and its
tributaries, many of the smaller varieties of fish were as abundant as
ever, and that, even in the vicinity of gas-works, the discharge from
which, as containing creosote and other substances, might be expected
to produce a very injurious effect, the only resalt was the imparting of
an unpleasant, tar-like taste to oysters and other mollusks that oc-
curred in the neighborhood. It is by no means impossible that some
fish might be driven away from the vicinity of the discharge of such
an establishment; but that any marked effect could be produced on a
large scale is not to be admitted.

‘Whatever the condition of things may be in Narragansett Bay, we
know that noune of the agencies alluded to exist, to any considerable
extent, along other portions of the New Iingland coast, where the fact
of a similar scarcity of fish has been equally established.

‘We come, therefore, to the question of improper or excessive fishing,
The capture of the sea-fishes by man is usually prosecuted either by the
hook and line or by means of nets or weirs. Nets for the capture of fish
may be divided into those which are movable and those which are fixed.
Among the movable we may mention the seine, which incloses the fish
in bodies, and either hauls them to the shore or gathers them in the
open water, and the gill-net, in which the heads of the swimming fish
pass partly through the meshes of the net, by which, in their effort te
withdraw, they are beld securely. These gill-nets may be either fixed
or floating; if the latter, they are called « drifting nets.”

The apparatus for capture by fixed nets have various names and modes
of operation, as ¢ traps,” ¢“pounds,” “weirs,” *fykes,” &e.  The trap is
an apparatus peculiar to the Narragansett Day, and conpsists of an
oblong inclosure of netting on three sides and at the bottom, anchored
securely by the side of a chaunel. Into this the fish enter, and the bot-
tom of the net being lifted to the sarface at the open end, the fish are
penned in and driven into a lateral inclosure, where they are kept untit
needed. A net of this characterrequires constant attention, as the fish,
after making the circuit of the trap, can readily pass out, uuless pre-
vented. On page 10, in Mr. Southwick’s testimony, will be found a
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figure and diagram illustrating the construction of these two forms of
apparatus, as also in the special article on modes of capturing fish.

Tlre pounds and weirs are adapted not ouly for taking, but many of
them for retaining, the fish untilit is convenient to remove them, need-
ing no watching to prevent their escape. These are of various con-
struction, depending upon the depth of the water, the tide, the nature
of the shore, the kind of fish to be taken, &e. The most common form
on the south side of New England consists of a fence of netting, ex-
tending from the shore, and nearly perpendicular to it, for a distance of
50 or 100 fathoms or more, as the circumstances may require. The
outer end of this straight fence or wall is carried into a heart-shaped
fence of netiing, the apex of which is connected with a circular “bowl?”
of net-work, the bottom of which lies npon the ground, at a depth of
20 to 30 feet. The fish, in their movement along the coast, first strike
against the fence of netting and are directed outward, following the
fence or “leader” along until they reach the end, which, of course,
brings thein within the ¢ heart.” Here they wander around for a time,
their only easy avenue for escape being through the apex into the
*bowl,” and in which when entered they continually circle about with-
out ever finding the outlet. It is a peculiarity of fishes in their move-
ments, especially when in schools, that they do not turn a sharp corner,
but-move around in curves; and the nets in question are so arranged
that the curves they are likely to ftake mever bring them toward an
avenue of escape, but rather tend to conduet them farther within.

The “weirs” differ from the ¢ pounds” prin¢ipally in being constructed,
in whole or in part, of brush or of narrow boards, with or without net-
ting ; and they are sometimes so arranged that at low tide a sand-bar
cuts off the escape of the fish, leaving them in a basin inside, allowing
them to be taken at any time before a certain stage of rise of the next
tide. The variety of these modes of capture is very great, and I have
given in the appendix a description of the forms best known, accom-
panied by the figures necessary for their illustration, and to these would
refer for further information.*

*On the map accompanying this report I have marked the traps and pounds in
operation in 1871, on the south side of New England, cast of Point Judith, as fur as I
was able to aseertain their existence, Information concerning those in Rhiode Island was
furnished by J. M. K. Southwick. Notices of those farther east were, for the most
part, supplied by Captain Edwards, supplemented by my own observations. To
Captain Prince Crowell T am indebted for a list of the weirs in Cape Cod Bay, repre-
sented on a separate map. I also give a separate sketch of Seaconnet Peint, showing
the peculiarities of arrangement ot the traps in that region.

According to Mr. Sonthwick, there were in Narragansett Bay, in 1871, twenty
pound or heart nets, of which the map represents eight on Conanicut Island,
and eight on Rhode Island. There were sixteen traps—seven on Rhode Island and
nine at Seaconnet Point. Seven of the latter indecd are double, cach counting as
two, making twonty-three, or a total of forty-three. But few of these were fished
after the middle of June.

In Buzzard’s Bay and on the I3lizabeth Islands the pounds were as follows : One ab
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The propriety of authorizing the erection of weirs and pounds oecu-
pied the attention of the Canadian authorities a number of years ago,
and, in consequence of the results of special inquiries, and the general
impression on the part of the fishermen and others interested, the use
of weirs and traps was forbidden in eertain portions of the Dominion, as
in the vicinity of Miramichi, and they were placed under close restric-
tion in other localities. The amount of *offal usually thrown into the
water in the vieinity of the hérring-weirs was supposed to have an inju-
rious effect in driving away schools of herring; and a marked decrease
in the shad-fishery of the Bay of Fundy and the Gulf of Saint Lawrence
was ascribed to the action of the weirs in entrapping the young fish and
causing them to perish in immense numbers. In the appendix to the
present report I give the testimony of various English writers in regard
to the necessity of protecting the fisheries by restricting the time of
capture and the nature of the apparatus. Among these Bertram is
very outspoken in his views, taking direct grounds against the report
of the British commission, consisting of Professor Huxley and his asso-
ciates, .

As I have already remarked, the ordinary brush-weir arrangements,
as used on the coast of Great Britain, are not calculated to produce
very serious effects, owing to the fact that it is only species coming into
comparatively shallow water that are captured in them; and there is
abundant opportunity for the fish to escape from their toils, unless
attended to immediately. I am, however, inclined to think that with
the introduction of the improved American methods of traps and pounds

Clark’s Cove ; three on Sconticut Neck; one at West Island, near New Bedford ; one at
Mattapoisett; one at West Falmouth ; two at Quissett Harbor ; two on Long Neck, near
the guano-works of Wood’s Hole; one at Hadley Harbor, two at Ram’s Head, one at
Robinson Ifole, Naushon; five in Menemsha Bight; two at Tisbury, five at Lombard’s
Cove, two in Hohnes’s Hole, one west of West Chop, Martha’s Vineyard; one at }al-
mouth; one at Waequoit, and one at Colbuit, on Vineyard Sound; or a total of thirty-
five recorded, besides others probably omitted. OF these the greater number were
kept down only to about the middle of Jane. Among these known to have been
worketd till late in the season were at Jeast two near New Bedford; two at Quissett;
one at Wood's ole; twe on Naushon; four on Martha's Vineyard, and one at West
falmouth ; twelve or ore.

I am informed that the number of pounds and traps in Narragansett Bay, in opera-
tion in 1872, was about the same as in 1871, bub that theve was o considerable inereasc
to the eastward, Then there were four morve at Menemsha Bight; one at Lombard’s
Coves one ab Paintville, Martha's Vineyard; two or more ab Kettle Cove, Nanshon,
and one on the north side of Narhawena, an addition of at least nine to the thirty-five
previonsly enumerated.  More would doubtless have been crected if snitable locations
could have been found.

According to the chart furnished by Captain Crowell there were fifteen weirs in
Cape Cod Bay in 1871, extending from Barnstable to Welltleet.

1t is very probable that I have not learned the situation of all the traps and pounds
in Massachusetts waters, as Mr. Bassett, of New Bedford, in his testimony in 1872,
stated that there were soven between New Bedford and Mishaum Point, of which 1
have only ennmerated four.
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into Great Britain, a very different verdict would be given as the resunlt
of thirty years’ trial.

While the seines ensnare enormous quantities of certain kinds of fish,
under especially favorable circumstances, the pounds- and traps take
them in still larger numbers, because they act without the direct agency
of their owners, who can remain on shore during stormy weather, as-
sured that the very disturbance of the sea will conduce to the greater ex-
tent of the catch. Thousands of barrels of fishes are frequently taken at
a time, and I am myself cognizant of the capture of no less than 20,000
blue-fish, representing a weight of at least 100,000 pounds, in one weir,
in the course of a single night. In the appendix will be found an account
of captures effected at various weirs and pounds.

‘With this general explanation of the character of these potent engines,
we may perhaps realize their bearing upon the question of the fisheries.
As set in the waters of Rhode Island and Massachusetts, they are usu-
ally putdown in the early spring and keptat work for six weeks, or even
longer; not unfrequently throughout the whole summer, but are taken
up before the autumnal storms oceur, in order to prevent their destruc-
tion, The expense of a net-pound is very considerable, amounting to
two and even three thousand dollars, while four men at least are re-
quired throughout the season to attend to one. They are usunally in
operation by the 1st of May, sometimes being set a little earlier and
sometimes later, and they take generally more or lessin the order speci-
fied the following more important kinds of fish:

Alewives, (Pomolobus pseudo-harengus, Gill.)
Horned dog-fish, (Squalus americanus, Gill.)
Tautog, (Tautoga onitis, Gthr.) ‘
Mackerel, (Seomber vernalis, Mitch.)
Menhaden, (Brevoortia menladen, Gill.)
Scup, (Stcnofo;)ms argyrops, Gill.)

Sea-bass, (Centropristes furvus, (xill.)
Blue-fish, (Pomatomus saltatrir, Gill.)
Squeteague, (Cynoscion regalis, Gill.)

By the middie of June the supplies of some of these fish decrease to
sueh an extent that the traps and pounds are generally taken up for the
season. Some of the pounds, however, are kept down throughout the
summer, especially withh the objeet of sccuring menhaden, blue-fish,
Spanish mackerel, and squeteague, other fish being captured oceasion-
ally, but in incousiderable amount.

It is noteworthy in this connection that, with the exception of dog-
fish, m.ff(:kercl, alewives, and menhaden, the edible fish taken in the first
part of the season consist of those species which constitnte the great
body of the smmmer-cateh with the line, and which are known to find
their spawning-ground aleng the south coast of New Eugland. Itis
these fish to which the inquiries of the Rhode Island and Massachusetts
legislatures have been particularly directed, and which, with the excep-
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tion of blue-fish, make up the most important part of the summer fish-
eries.  They are still takeun in great numbers by the pounds and traps,
although fewer than formerly, and consist in great proportion of adalt
males and females, ripe with milt and with spawn. We can, therefore,
easily understand how a most injurious influence may be exercised upon
the fisheries by the capture of so large numbers under the circumstances
referred to.

In all discussions and counsiderations in regard to the sea-fisheries one
important principle should be carefully borne in mind, and that is that
every fish that spawns on or near the shores has a definite relationship to
a particular area of sea-bottom; or, in other words, that, as far we can
judge from experiment and observation, every fish returns as nearly as
possible to its own birthplace to exercise the fanction of reproduction,
and continues to do so, year by year, during the whole period of its exist-
ence. This principle underlies, as is well known, all effort looking toward
restoring to our rivers their supply of salmon, shad, and alewives; since
it is well known that it is not sufficient to merely remove restrictions that
had for years prevented the upward run of these fish, but a colony of
young fish must beestablished in the head-waters of these streams, which,
running down to the sea at the proper time, and returning again when
fully matured, shall fill the waters to the desired extent.

1t is an established fact that salmon, alewives, and shad, both young
and old, have been caught on certain spawning-beds, and after being
properly marked and allowed to escape, have bezen found to re-appear
in successive years in the same locality. The prineiple is rather more
difficalt to establish in regard to the purely marine fishes; but experi-
ments have been made by competent men on our coast and elsewhere,
which prove the existence of the same general principle in relation to
them. Thus, I was informed by an intelligent fisherman living at Rock-
port, Massachusetts, that he had himself, on several oceasions, marked
young and old halibut, and during several seasons they had been retalken
on about the same grounds.

A second law, equally positive, with a great variety of fish, is that
they pass from their spawning-grounds to the sea by the shortest route
that will take them out into the deeper waters, where they spend the win-
ter; and that coming and going to and from a given locality, they follow
a determinate and definite line of inigration.

Having in mind these two propositions, we shall then better appre-
ciate what takes place when fish are disturbed or canght up daring the
breeding-season. Should nets be set along their line of travel befove
they have spawned, so that when they strike the eoast they are imme-
diately arrested, first at one point and then at another, running a con-
tinued gauntlet of dangers in their ¢ourse to their final destination; and
should aun appreciable proportion of them be caught before the eggs have
been laid and fertilized, it is very easy to see why the stock should
rapidly diminish. It is not a sufficient argument in reply te this to
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point to the enormous rumber of eggs laid by a single fish in each sea-
son, amounting in some instances to perhaps from five thousand to hun-
dreds of thousands, or even millions, since this immense fecundity is an
absolute neecssity to preserve the balance of life under the water. The
exgs and the young fish farnish the appointed food to an immense
variety of animals, many species of fish as well as crustaceans and other -
animals depending entirely upon them for their support. Among the
particalar enemies of the eggs and the young fry may be enumerated
the small minnows or eyprinodonts, the atherinas, silver-sides or friars,
the cunners or chogset, the young of many larger fish, the different kinds
of minute crustaceans, includingalso the lobsters, &e. These are not in-
terfered with to any material extent by any form of net, as they are
too swmall to furnish profitable employment in their capture, snd they
pass readily through the meshes of any nets that would be set for other
purposes. Although, therefore, the amount of spawn and of young fish
may be materially less than a previous average, the predacious animals
just referred to will probably still destroy as many as ever, since they
have every opportunity for picking np their prey at all times; and what-
ever the scarcity at first, they are likely to get all they require. For this
reason, we cannot count upon the increase of the fish that escape the
perils of their journey to furnish a sufficient supply, since if half the
young brood is lost by means of the capture of the parents through
human agencies, before and during the spawning season, a very large
percentage of the remainder is prevented from attaining maturity by
other enemies.

As most fish require from three to five years of growth before they are
capable of reproduection, and in many cases remain in the open sea until
this period is reached, it will follow that for several years after the estab-
lishment of an exhausting fishery the supply may appear to be but little
interfered with, since there are several successive cropsof fish to come
on at the annual intervals, and not until the entire round has been com-
pleted do these injurious agencies begin to present the evidence of their
severity. It is easy, therefore, to understand why, after five or ten
years’ fishing, the supply of fish in a given bay, or along a certain stretch
of the coast, will be reduced to avery considerable degree, and although it
may be perfectly true that the sea is practically inexhaustible of its
fish, yet if the fish of a particular region are cleaned out, there is no
hope that others will come in from surrounding localities to take their
places, since those already related to a given undis turbed area continue
in that relationship, and have no inducement to change their ground.
It should therefore be understood that the exhaustion of a local fishery
is not like dipping water out of a bucket, where the vacaney is immedi-
ately filled from the surrounding body ; bat it is more like taking lard
out of a keg, where there is a space left that does not become occapied
by anything else. .

These considerations also furnish a sufficient answer to the objection
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against the necessity for any protection of the fisheries from disturbance
during the spawning-season ; namely, for instance, that should Massachu-
setts pass laws for their protection, it would be of no avail so long as
Rhode Island and Connecticut failed to do the same. The practical re.
sult of protection on the one hand and of license on the other, probably
would be, that after a few years’ interval fish would be as abundant as
ever on the Massachusetts coast, and would be almost exhausted on those
of the adjacent States, and an important market wounld be furnished to
the Massachusetts fisherinen outside of the limits of their own State.

Another fallacy, which vitiates mueh otherwise sound argument on
the question of protection, is in confounding regular shore-fish, that
come in tfrom the deep seas to the coast to spawn, with the outside fish
that come and go with more or less irregularity, and usually feed and
swim near the surface. In the one category we may enumerate the
porgies or scup, tautog or black-fish, and the sea-bass; while the other
ineludes such fish as the sea herring, blue-fish, mackerel, Spanish mack-
erel, and some others. The oceurrence of the latter group is, to a large
extent, determined by the presence of the former. Should the first
mentioned be decreased materially iu numnber, it becomes necessary for
their pursuers to seek other waters for their proper supply of food. The
case of the cod, that feeds largely upon ground-fish, as well as upon the
more surface-loving herring, is another instance in which the scarcity or
abundance of one fish is influenced by that of others.

It was formerly supposed that certain fish, as the herring, the shad,
and the alewives, with others of like habits, prosecuted an extensive
migration along the shores of the ocean, covering, sometimes, thousands of
miles in the sweep of their travels; and much eloquent writing has been
expended by such authorsas Pennant and others in defining the starting-
point and terminus, as well as the intermediate stages of the voyage.
The shad, too, which, as is well known, occupiesall the rivers of the Atlan-
tic coast from Florida to the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, was thought to begin
its course in the West Indies, and in an immense body, which, going
northward, sent a detachment to occupy each fresh-water stream as it
was reached, the last remunant of the band finally passing up the Saint
Lawrence, and there closing the course. We now, however, have mach
reason to think thatin the case of the herring, the shad, the alewife,
and the salmon, the journey is simply from the mouths of the rivers by
the nearest déep gully or trough to the outer sea, and that the appear-
ance of the fish in the mouths of the rivers along the coast, at succes-
sive intervals, from early spring in the South to near midsummer in the
North, is simply due to their taking up their line of march, at successive
epochs, from the open sea to the river they had left during a previous
season, induced Ly the stimulus of a definite temperature, which, of
course, would be successively attained at later and later dates, as the
distance northward increased.

The principle may safely be considered as established that linc-fish-
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ing, no matter how extensively prosecuted, will never materially affect
the supply of the fish in the sea. Asa general rule, fish, when engaged
in the function of reproduction, will not take the hook, whatever be
their abundance; but, as soon as the critical season has passed, they
feed very voraciously, and then can be readily caught by skilled fisher-
men. It therefore would be no evil should every fully grown fish of three
to five years old and npward belifted from the sea after the close of the
spawning season, in the course of a season, since the following year we
may look for a new generation coming into exercise the function of re-
production ; and ample provision will thus exist for a renewed supply
from year to year. As already explained, the case is entirely different
when these fish are caught before they spawn, all the evils that we have
depicted following in the train of such thonghtless destruction, precisely
equivalent to killing of all the mature hens in aifarm-yard betore they
have laid their eggs, and then expecting to have the stock continued in-
definitely. As well might the farmer expect to keep up his supply of
wheat, year by year, while he consumed all his grain, reserving none for
seed, and without the possibility of olbtaining it from any other source.

Objections have been wmade to the use of what is called the trawl-
line, trot-line, bultow, &e., in capturing fish of the cod family. This
consists of a strong cord of 18 or 24 thread, sometimes of several
hundred fathoms in length, to which are attached at intervals of
about six feet short lines of nearly three feet in Iength, having hooks at
the end. These, to the number of fouar or five hundred or more upon a
single line, are baited and sunk to the bottom by anchors, and at regu-
lar distance, the ends of the main line being buoyed so as to show their
locality. At intervals throughout the day these lines are examined,
being taken up and carried across a boat, the fish captured re-
moved and the empty hooks rebaited, and the whole again replaced.
Immense numbers of fish are taken by this method, especially on the
coast of Iingland and ou the banks ot Newfoundland, as likewise along
various parts of the New England coast.

Althongh this practice has excited the animadversions of some on
account of its supposed destructive nature, it seems hardly possible
that it cau be really injurious, since it does not take the spawning fish,
and merely represents the resalt of an incrcased number of hand-
lines.

Our remarks have been hitherto directed toward the practice of the
destruction of the parent fish betore the function of spawning has been
properly accomplished. It is equally reprehensible to interfere in any
way with or destroy the spawn after they have been laid, or the young
fry after they are hatehed. This result is said to follow the use of the
trawl-net, which, drageed cavetully and sedolously, day by day, over
that portion of the sea-bottom which constitutes the great nursery of
fish, bruises the eggs and harrows up the sea-weed or grass to which
the eggs have been attached, or among which the young fish are play-
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ing, and gathers it inside of the net, involving the destruetion of all
life that may beinclosed. This evil bas not manifesteditselfin Ameriea,
owing to the almost entire absence of trawlnet fishing, as it has in
Europe, where it is considered as deoing much more mischief than all
other modes of fishing put together, Should this engine of destruction
come into geaneral use on our coast and add ifs agency to those already
referred to in connection with the pounds and weirs, the diminution of
the supply may coutinue to go on in a vastly greater ratio than ever.

“We have now considered at considerable length the influences sepa-
rately exerted by the blue-fish and by human agencies upon the namber
of food-fishes on our coast; and we next proceed, as a sixth division of
the subject, to discuss the result of their combined action, especially in
view of the great destruction of the spawning fish.

While, perhaps,in view of the wonderful fecundity of fishes, the blue-
fish alone, or the traps alone, mightnot produce any serious consequences
upon the general supply, their combination in any locality cannot fail
to have a very decided effect; as what the one spares the other destroys
in large part ; and in the enormous consumption in addition of the eggs
and young fish by the minor inhabitants of the water, we can easily
imagine how speadily an approximation toward extermination may be
effected. ,

My explorations, as already referred to, have shown the existence in
the waters, in addition to the larger kinds and their young, of immense
numbers of small species of fish, such as the friar-or atherina, the vari-
ousspecies of eyprinodonts, &c., oceurring in great numbers, and feeding
almost exclusively upon the spawn and young of fish. These, it has been
shown, are not aftected by any modes of fishing, and in fact, if anything,
are moreabundantthan ever, in consequence of the diminution of larger
fish by whichthey are devoured in turn. Some are resident in particular
places along the shore, while others move along the eoast in large bodies.
Being always on the grounds and congregating upon the spawning-beds,
they areengagedin acontinual work of destruction, and whentheordinary
ratios have not been disturbed they simply tend to prevent an overpro-
duaction of the different species of fish; but if other canses of diminu-
tion co-operate when they have devoured their share, and the ditferent
crustaceans, star-fishes, &ec., have been kept supplied, the percentage
of eggs left for development and of young fish for attaining matarity
becomes less year by year until practical extermination may follow.

" As far as the Dlue-fish is concerned, however, if it were even possible
to drive it off by any human agency, the fishermen of the sonth coast
of New England wonld strenuously object, since, after its appearance
on the coast, in May or June, it is the most important food-fishh to be
taken; and, as will be observed by the testimnony presented, it was as
much the diminution of the blue-fish as of any other species that ex-
cited the apprehension and alarm of the fishermen. It is, however, in
all probability, the increasing searcity of the shore-fishes that has in-
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volved the reduction in addition of the blue-fish, since these require food
in large amount and of easy access, and they would naturally leave for
more favorable localities.

During the season of 1871, while blue-fish and Spanish mackerel were
comparatively rare in Vineyard Sound and the adjacent waters, they
abounded to an enormous extent in localities farther to the west, the
coast of Long Island Sound and the coast of New Jersey being supplied
with them to an unprecedented degree. Itisnota little suggestive that
while traps are scarcely known in the waters referred to, there has been no
complaint in regard to the scarcity of the shore fishes, nor but little of
that of such species as the menhaden, blue-fish, &e.

MEASURES SUGGESTED FOR RELIEFE.

In view of all these circumstances, therefore, the conclusion appears
warranted that if measures can be taken to preveut the present great
destruction of spawning-fish, the supply will again inerease beforelong,
and with the increasing abundance of the shore-fishes, the blue-fish
will also increase in number. At the same time, I am not prepared
to advocate the abolition of traps and pounds, as without them it
would probably be extremely difficult to furnish fish in sufficient quan-
tity to meet the present and increasing demaud of the country. Nor
is it probably desirable to suppress them during the whole of the
spawning-season, as it is in consequence ot the profits made daring
that time that the fisherinen are enabled to meet their expenses, and
very few would put down and maintain their traps for the summer-fish.
ing alone. The traps and pounds also perform an important service in
the capture of bait, especially of herring, alewives, and menhaden, for
the spring mackerel-fisheries, without which it is alleged that this latter
industry could not be successfully prosecuted. In this connection, how-
ever, it should be stated that the practice of carrying seines or gill-nets,
and of catching herring and menhaden for themselves on the mackerel
grounds, is rapidly increasing with the mackerel fishermen, who, conse-
quently, do not depend to the same degree as formerly upon the pounds.

There is, however, no reason why there should not be occasional in-
termission during the six weeks when most of these fish deposit their
eggs, of sufficient length of time to allow a certain percentage to pass
through to their breeding-ground; and, after consultation with various
persons interested, I have come to the conclusion that if the capture of
tish in traps and pounds be absolutely prohibited, under suitable penal-
ties, from 6 o’clock on Iriday night until 6 o’clock on Monday moruning,
even during a season of six weeks ounly, (thus requiring a close time of
three nights and two days, to enable the fish puss and perform their
natural function of reproduction,) the interest of all parties would be
subserved. Indeed, it would seem to be decidedly to the advantage of
the owners of thie pounds to enter heartily into such an arrangement,
as it is well known that in the height of the season the supply of fish

S. Mis. 61——111
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thrown into the market is so great as very materially to reduce the
price paid the fishermen. This, however, does not affect the consamer
in the least, as the fish are all sold to middle-mnen, who keep up the re-
tail price. Large numbers of fish, however, at this season become
spoiled, and are either thrown overboard or converted into manure.

By intermitting the catch as suggested, there is a greater certainty
that the entire supply will be put to its legitimate use as food; and
it is probable that, while less money may be made by the middle-men
referred to, the owners of the pounds and traps would receive quite as
large an-amount of money for less labor and for three-fourths the same
weight of fish. This arrangement wonld also furnish an opportunity for
persons connected with the fisheries to repair their apparatus, or attend
to other duties. I have, indeed, been assured by many persons engaged
in this business that they are fully aware that it would be for their in-
terest, in every way, to have the close time specified, and that they will
gladly welcome a law to that effect, if it be made universal in its
application.

In view of all these considerations, J have draughted a bill, which has
been presented to the consideration of the commissioners of several
States, and to several eminent lawyers, well versed in the local laws of
their respective States, and corrected to their satisfaction. A eopy of
this bill, as finally modified, is given on page 132. 1 sincerely trust that
this, or a somewhat similar bill, may become a law in the States of
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New York, as I amn sat-
isfied it would be for their benefit. Althoongh there may be no serious
question as to the right of the General Government to make enactments
in regard to the common waters of the United States, it is possible that
any attemnpt on its part, at the present time, to pass this law would meet
with considerable opposition; and it would be extremely difficult for the
United States to enforce any special requirement or penalty connected
with a close season.

The plan of licensing the pounds, 50 as to give the State more efficient
control, is considered one of great importance, and will, I believe, be
acceptable to the owners of these establishments, as it would give them
a security against interference from other parties that they do not at
present possess.

The penalty attached to fishing without a license, and the ability of a
State the more readily to punish an offender by depriving him of his
permission to fish, will render parties careful how they offend; and by
giving to the informer, in consequence of whose complaint the license
is withdrawn, the first choice of taking the station forfeited, an intense
vigilance will be induced on the part of those who may desire to secure
a favorite location, and thus supersede the necessity of an expensive
surveillance on the part of the State.

In the event, however, of the refusal of the States mentioned to
establish the very limited close time suggested, 1T would recommend the
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passage by the United States of a law absolutely prohibiting, until
further notice, the erection of fixed apparatus for taking fish, after a
period of one or two years, on the south side of New England and on
the shores of Long Island, which constitute the spawning-grounds of
the shore-fishes referred to. Although this would be a serious blow to
the pound and trap interest, yet the grace allowed would permit the
owners to use up their material in the way of nets, and render the en-
forcement of the law less onerons. The restoration of the fish to their
original abundance would be thus accomplished in a much less time
than by any merely palliative measures; and there is no reason to an-
ticipate that there would be, in the mean time, any material decrease in
the supply, or any rise in the price of fish to the consumer. There wounld
still be open to the fishermen the use of seines, gill-nets, &c., which
would capture fish in large quantity without overstocking the market ;
and the inducement to the use of the hook and line would furnish em-
ployment to large numbers of persons now needing if, while the markets
would be more regularly and equally supplied. The wholesale cost of
fish would probably be somewhat increased, but the competition being
distributed among a large number of persons would prevent an exces-
sive charge by the retail dealers; and the ounly difference would be that
a few men would not make large fortunes in a short time, as they are
now in the way of doing.

The erection of fixed apparatus requires a considerable amount of
time, generally several days, and, once set, its presence along the coast
could readily be determined by an occasional patrol by vessels of the
Revenue Department, any violation of the law to be met by confiscation
of all apparatus, including nets, piles, boats, &c. It would therefore be
comparatively easy to prevent, at little or no expense to the Government,
the infringement of the law of absolute prohibition, while it would
be impossible to exercise a sufficient oversight as to the violation of the
regulation in regard to close time, this requiring a multiplication of
officers to be had only from among the regular authorities of the States
themselves. :

As already explained, the suggestions and reasonings here are re-
stricted exclusively to the capture of fish by means of fixed apparatus
in the waters on the south side of New England. Whether it is ex-
pedient to enact regulations in reference to taking menhaden and other
fish in the waters of Long Island Sound, and elsewhere, by means of
nets, or of herring, &c., on the eastern coast of New England, I hope
to make the subject of a subsequent inquiry and report.

A potent objection to the abolition of pounds is the service they
render daring the spring‘in procuring bait (alewives, herring, mahaden,
&e.) for mackerel-fishing. I am assured, however, that this can be
done to a sufficient extent by seines or gill-nets, especially since the dis-
covery that the true herring can be taken in the coast of Maine and in
the Bay of 'undy in the spring, apparently to an unlimited extent. 1If,
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however, the States will pass the regulation requiring a close time of
two days and three nights, and for six weeks only, from the 20th of April
to the 15th of June, as proposed in the bill, severer measures will, 1
trust, be unnecessary, and we shall probably find a gradually increas:
ing supply of valuable food.

RESULT OF INQUIRIES IN 1872,

In consequence of an unavoidable delay in the publication of the
present report, I have been enabled to include in it the results of inquiries
respecting the fisheries on'the south coast of New England during the
Season of 1872, having revisited many of the localities of the investiga-
tions of 1871, and sending an assistant to others.

I found what I had expected, that with the exception of the scup,
fishes of all kinds in Vineyard Sound and Buzzard’s Bay were as much
scarcer in 1872, compared with 1871, as they had been in that year com-
pared with the preceding one. (See pages 183-194 ef seq.) The testi-
mony everywhere, with scarcely an exception, both from line-men and
trappers, was that the whole business of fishing was pretty nearly at an
end, and that it would scarcely pay parties to attempt to continue
the work on a large scale in 1873.

The pounds of Messrs. Jason Luce & Co., at Menemsha, took a larger
number of fish, as shown by their statement of catch kindly furnished to
me, (p. 173,) but only by increased exertion, and this during a very
short period. The other pounds, according to testimony taken by Mr-
Xdwards, searcely met their expenses in any single case.

At Nantucket most of the fishermen estimated the decrease at from
one-half to three fourths, compared with last year.

Very few blue-fish were taken on the north side of the island with the
line, the supply being furnished by means of gill-nets alone. Aceording
to some the supply was rather greater on the south side; but the differ-
ence between the two seasons was the greater, as the period for fishing
was longer this year than the last, and was less obstructed by stormy
weather. :

Several of the fishermen at Nantucket (all, however, personally inter-
ested in gill-nets) contested the statements of others as to the decrease
of fish, while many, both pound and line fishermen, stoutly maintained
the fact.

At Edgartown and Hyannis the testimony was absolutely unanimous
as to the fact of a woful diminution and the doubtful future of the
entire fishery interest. At various places on Martha’s Vineyard, as
already remarked, the evidence was in the same direction from both net
and line men.

Captain Hinckley, of Wood’s Hole, testified that fish were never so
scarce at his pound as this season, with the exception of menhaden, ale-
wives, and dog-fish. These he found it difficult to dispose of on account
of their nambers, and was obliged to turn many out of his nets unsold,
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He considered the number of blue-fish scarcely one-fourth as great as
usual, and these were of small size. Squeteague, also, were much scarcer.

At Newport the testimony was conflicting. Some persons, princi-
pally, however, fish dealers and trappers, maintained that fish were as
plenty as last season, or even more so; this being based, however, upon
the number of small scup and an unusual run of Spanish mackerel.
Such assertions were, on the other hand, strongly denied by numerous
line-men; and some of these testified that fish were never so searce;
and others admitted that they were no more plenty than last year, with
the exception of the catch in the traps, which was quite equal to the
usual average. .

There was, however, no exception to the impression that blue-fish
were much scarcer this year than last; this substantiating the opinion
that they have been gradually diminishing for many years past. (See
the article on blue-fish.) ) o

Tautog and sea-bass were also scarcer. The scup were perhaps less
numerous than last season, but made more show, as the small fish so
plentiful in 1871 had attained a larger size, and were in a certain
degree marketable, These, according to the testimony of some, were
as plenty as ever they had been before; buat this was certainly not the
case in Vineyard Sound and Buzzard’s Bay.

It is also noteworthy that whatever may have beeun the causes which
produced so large a crop of young fishin 1871, they were not persistent,
sinee comparatively few were taken in 1872 of the same dimensions as
last year.

Upon the whole, the decrease in the fish appeared to be more marked in
Vineyard Sound and Buzzard’s Bay than about Newport ; and this fact
may be of much significance, when we remember that the pounds have
multiplied much more rapidly in this locality than about Newport, where,
indeed, as I am informed, the number was about the same in 1872 as in
1871, In 1871 the number was thirty-five. There were four new ones
at Menemsha Bight, one at Lombard’s Cove, and one at Paintville, on
the north side of Martha’s Vineyard; two or more in Kettle Cove, and
one on the north side of Nashawena; making at least nine in all, in addi-
tion to the number there in previous seasons. The general result, as
already stated, was that scarcely one made sufficient profit to pay for
the outlay and labor.

The New York markets, as might be expected, were fully supplied
with fish during the season of 1872, no appreciable difference being re-
alized by the wholesale dealers. If anything, however, striped bass and
blue-fish were scarcer, while the small scup, from the waters south of
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, were shipped in large numbers, al-
though scarcely of a size to render them marketable, their average
weight being little more than from a quarter to half a pound.

In view, therefore, of all these facts I have no hesitation in saying
that all the arguments presented in the earlier part of this report, in
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favor of regulating the fisheries on the south side of New England by
law, are enforced by the experience of the season of 1872, and that it is
too evident that, unless some protective measures be adopted, the fish-
eries in these waters will be practically destroyed in a very short time.

This result will, of course, bring its own relief in time, since the ces-
sation of trapping will permit the fish to recover their ground; but
several years will be required for this, and doubtless as soon as there is
any show of increase the traps will be again brought into use.

For several days during the present season Spanish mackerel were
extremely abundant, so much so, in fact, that for a time they were sold in
Newport at fifteen cents per pound. At Wood’s hole pound five hundred
and ninety-three were taken in one day, (August 23,) being a larger
number than the entire eatch of 1871. The total catch at this pound
amounted to nine hundred and sixty-four.

Tautog, as already stated, were scarcer, and fewer striped bass were
captured. A few salmon were taken at Seaconnet and at Menemsha.
A marked increase in the abundance of shad and alewives was noticed,
the shad especially being so plentiful about Newport that, according to
Governor Stevens, they could not be sold in New York. When cap-
tared they appeared to be moving eastward. Alewives, too, were in
unusually large numbers, this being the natural result of the opera-
tions of the fish-commissioners of New York, Connecticut, Rhode
Island, and Massachusetts in protecting the alewives and opening the
rivers for their entrance, while the abundance of shad was doubtless
dne to the enormous number hatched out under the direction of the
Connecticut and New York commissioners and allowed to escape into
the water. This certainly is a speedy realization of all the anticipations
for the increase of shad, since fish, usually selling at a dollar a pair, be-
came so abundant as not to be worth taking to market. This abun-
dance, while rather unsatisfactory to the fishermen and dealers, is of
great moment to the consumer.

Of mackerel none were taken off the south coast of New England, as
in 1871. Messrs. Jason Luce & Co. secured a larger number of squeteague
than in any previous year, and the testimony in regard to them else-
where varied considerably, some maintaining that they were more
abundant, others that they were scarcer.

GENERAL SUMMARY OF RESULTS.

The general conclusions at which I have arrived as the result of my
investigations of the waters on the south side of New Eungland during
1871 and 1872 may be briefly summed up as follows :

I. The alleged decrease in the number of food-fishes in these waters
within the past few years has been fully substantiated.

II. The shore-fishes have been decreasing during the past twenty years,
gradually at first, but much more abruptly from abont the year 1865,
the reduction by the year 1871 being so great as entirely to prevent any
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successful summer-fishing with the hook and line, and leaving to the
traps and pounds the burden of supplying the markets. This state-
ment applies also, but perhaps to a certain extent, to the blue-fish, The
decrease in their numbers first manifested itself about ten years ago,
and is going on quite rapidly until now.

TI1. This period of decrease represents the time during which the traps
and pounds have been well established, their operations increasing year
by year, and their cateb, especially in the early spring, being always
very great.

1V. In 1871 and 1872 the decrease in the number of fish has been so
great as to reduce very largely the profit formerly derived by the traps.

V. The appearance, in 1871, of an unusunally large number of young
fish spawned in 1870 is a phenomenon only to be explained by the prob-
able escape of a larger number of breeding-fish than usnal during the
previous season, an- abrupt decrease in the ravages of blue-fish and
other species, or else by a spontaneous movement northward of newly-
hatched fish that ordinarily would have remained on a more southern
coast. While these fish will probably, for several years, constitute a
marked feature in the fisheries, there is no evidence of the existence of
a second crop of young fish corresponding to the one in question.

VI. The decrease of the fish may be considered as due to the com-
bined action of the fish-pounds or weirs and the Dblue-fish, the former
destroying a very large percentage of the spawning fish before they
have deposited their eggs, and the latter devouring immense numbers
of young fish after they have passed the ordinary perils of immatarity.

VI1I. There are no measures atour command for destroying the blue-tish,
nor would it be desirable to do this, in view of their value as an article
of food. The alternative is to regulate the action of the pounds so as
to prevent the destruction of fish during the spawning.season.

VIIL The quickest remedy would be the absolute abolition of the
traps and pounds. This, however, wounld be a harsh measure, aud their
proper regulation will probably answer the purpose of restoring the
supply, although a greater number of years will be required. Such reg-
ulation may consist either in prohibiting the use of traps or pounnds
during the entire season of the spawning of the fish, or for a certain
number of days in each week daring that season.

IX. As the principal profit of the poands is derived from the catch of
fish during the spawning season, it will probably be sufficient to try the
experiment of prohibition of the use of nets from Friday night antil
Monday morning of each week of the spawning-season, and after that
no restriction need be imposed.

X. It is desirable that the regulation for a close time during each
week be passed by the several States; and if this cannot be effected,
then the General Govermineut should enact absolute prohibition, or at
least during the spawning-seasou, as it possesses no officers who conld
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exercise tlie supervision required to enforce the partial closure, or be-
fore whom complaints could be entered and the penalty exacted.

XI. Any marked increase in the number of the shore-fishes, resulting
from their protection during the spawning-season, will probably tend to
restore the blue-fish to their original numbers.

XII. As there is reason to believe that scup, and to a less degree other
shore-fishes, as well as blue-fish, have several times disappeared at inter-
vals toa greater or less extent, within the historic period of New England,
we caunot be certain that the use of traps and pounds within the last ten
years has actually produced the searcity complained of. The fact, how-
ever, that these engines do destroy the spawning fish in so great numbers
renders it very probablle that they exercise a decided influence. No
vested interest or right will suffer by the experiment of regulating the
period of their use, as we have attempted to show that a better price will
be obtained from a smaller number of fish, by preventing the glutting
of the market, and the consequent waste of so perishable an article as
fresh fish.

XIII. A fecling ot bitterness entertained by the line-fishermen and
the general public against traps and pounds, and those who own and
profit by them, will in a measure be allayed if the experiment of regu-
lation and restriction be tried, at least for a few years.

CONCILUSION,

In preparing the present report, my objeet has been to consider the
subject of the New England shore-fisheries in a strictly dispassionate
mauner, not taking side with any of the different parties on the ques-
tion as a special advocate, and attempting to draw such general conclu-
sions only as the facts seemed to warrant. With the view, however, of
enabling any one interested to review the ground for himself, I have
given in detail the testimony (principally phonographic) collected dur-
ing the inquiry in which I have been engaged, and added the special
arguments of representative men on the opposing sides, prepared and
furnished at my request, or else reprinted from official sources. To
these I refer for the more local details and considerations of the subject,
and especially in regard to the movements of scup in the Rhode Island
waters.

As the entire questions at issue are most nearly related to the scup
and the blue fish, I have given on pages 228 and 235 respectively as com-
plete an account of their habits and peculiarities as the material at my
command will allow.

For a detailed account of the principal methods in use for capturing
fish in the United States by lines, nets, or otherwise, I refer to the
article in the appendix. The subject is by no means exhausted, and 1 hope
to refer to it again, and to inclode some important forms of such appa-
ratus used in other countries and especially applicable to our own, to-

3
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gether with some aceount of improved methods of curing fish for the
market as yet unknown in the United States.

In addition to a list of the fishes found at Wood’s Hole, amounting to
the large number of 116 species, I give a complete list of all the fishes
known to eccur on the eastern coast of North America, as prepared
and furnished by Professor Theodore Gill. I am collecting materials for
full deseriptions and biographies of these species, to be published here-
after, with appropriate figures, should such a work be called for.

The account of the natural history of the south shore of New England
is rendered much more complete by the memoir of Professors Verrill
and Smith on the marine invertebrates, with its excellent illustrations,
all executed in relief by the method of Jewett & Co., of Buffalo. The
list of the alge, by Dr. Farlow, will also furnish an important indiea-
tion in reference to the distribution of this group of plants.

An accompanying map of the south shore of Massachusetts and Rbode
Island is intended to show more particularly the distribution of animal
life—the fish-food—along the coast by indication of the results of sound-
ings, dredgings, and temperature observations, made by Professor Ver-
rill and myself during the season of 1871. On this same map is recorded
likewise the position of all the traps and pounds in use in 1871, as far as
I could ascertain their situation. There is also a separate diagram of the
traps at Seaconnet, where are taken, as is said, nearly nine-tenths of
all the fish caught by fixed apparatus in Rhode Island. I have also
given a diagram of the weirs on Cape Cod Bay, as furnished by Captain
Crowell.

SPENCER F. BAIRD,
Commissioner.
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, December 2, 1872,
S. Mis. 61 1v




IL—GENERAL PLAN OF INQUIRIES PROSECUTED.

For the purpose of securing greater precision in the inquiries pros-
ecnted in reference to the natural history of the fishes and the influences
exerted upon their multiplication, a general plan was drawn up, with the
assistance of Professor Gill, which was followed, as far as practicable,
in the investigations. For greater facility the same features were thrown
into the form of questions, answers to which were entered by their cor-
responding numbers, as shown in the testimony. This systematic ar-
rangement of the subject and the corresponding questions are as fol-
lows, it being understood that some particular kind of fish is usnally
under discussion :

MEMORANDA OF INQUIRY RELATIVE TO THE FOOD-FISHES
OF THE UNITED STATES.

A. Name of the tish in question in different localities.
B. Geographical distribution.
At present time.
Change of location with seasor? of year.
In former times.
Supposed cause of any permanent change.
C. Abundance,
At present time; in different seasons and localities,
Iu former times; in different seasons and localities.
Supposed cause of variation in abundance.
Probable change in the future.
D. Size.
Maximum length, girth, and weight.
Average length, girth, and weight.
Rate of growth.
Length and weight at age of one, two, three, &ec., years.
Ditterence of sexes in this respect.
E. Migrations and movements.
Arrival and departure.
Period of stay.
Certainty of arrival.
Route of movement coming and going.
Number and times of runs or schools in one season, and differ-
ences, if any, in the runs.
Difference in time of arrival of the sexes and ages.
Feeding of fish after arrival.
Summer abode.
‘Winter abode.
If anadromous; when they enter the fresh water and when they
leave it.
If anadromous; what the movements up and down fresh waters
of adults or of young.
Rate of progression of schools in fresh or salt water.

S. Mis. 61 1
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Relation of movements to tides.
Depth of water preferred by schools or single fish.
Temperature and general condition of water preferred.
Favorite localities in any region; whether bottom be sandy,
rocky, muddy, grassy, &c. .
F. Relationships.
To its own species; whether gregarious, solitary, grouped by age
or sex at any season, predaceous, &c.
To other animals; whether preyed upon by them, feeding upon
them, &e.
Special enemies, friends, or companions.
G. Food.
Nature.
Mode of taking it.
Time of taking it.
Quantity consumed.
H. Reproduetion.
Interference with spawning by lines, nets, &e.
Age of male and of female, respectively, when capable of repro-
~ duction.
Change in physical condition, (color, shape, fatness, &c.)
Date of spawning and its doration, as relating to the individual
as well as to the species.
Preferred localities for spawning, as to place, temperature, &c.
Special habits during spawning season.
Special habits before or after spawning.
Ratio of mortality in okl fish from spawning.
Number of successive years of capacity for spawning.
Nesting places. .

Avre nesting-places prepared? 1If so, whether of grass, stones,
sand, &c., or cleared areas, and whether made by one sex
only, or both.

If ridges or furrows are formed, how made?

The eggs.
: Mode of fecundation.

‘Where laid.

. Where and how attached, if at all.

Whether covered up, and how, or whether exposed in water.

Number laid by one fish at one time, and the number during
lifetime.

Size and color.

Special enemies,

Guarding of eggs by either sex,

The embryo and young fish.

Time necessary for development.

Ratio of fish hatched to namber of eggs laid.

Proportion of young fish attaining maturity.

Movement after birth; whether remaining on spawning-
ground, and how long, or whether changing from fresh to
salt, or salt to fresh water, &c., and when.

General appearance and successive changes.

Rate of growth,

Special food.

Enemies and diseases of eggs and young.

Relation of parent fish of either sex to young; whether pro-
tective, predatory, &ec.
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I. Diseases.
K. Parasites.
L. Artificial fish-culture.
M. Protection by law.
N. Capture.
Methods.
By lines.
By nets.
Floating or movable, (seines, gill-nets, &e.)
Fixed, (traps, pounds, weirs, dams, &e.)
Other methods of capture.
Bait.
Influence of modes of capture on abundance.
Season of capture.
By lines.
By nets.
Otherwise,
Time of tide when taken.
Statistics of capture.
By lines.
By nets.
Otherwise,.
Value of fish taken.
Disposition of fish taken.
0. Economical value and uses.
For food, (fresh, salted, smoked, dried, &e.)
For oil.
FFor manure.
For other purposes.
Price, in its variations with place, season, and year.
Export and trade, in their variations with place, season, and
year.
P. Remarks relative to foreign or domestic allies.

QUESTIONS RELATIVE TO THE FOOD-FISHES OF THE
UNITED STATES.

A. NAME,

1. What is the name by which this fish is known in your neighbor-
hood? If possible, make an outline sketch for better identification.

B. DIiSTRIBUTION.

2. Is it found throughout the year, or only during a certain time ; and
for what time ? .
3. If resident, is it more abundant at certain times of the year; and
at what times ? ’
C. ABUNDANCE.

4. How abundant is it, compared with other fish ¢
5. Has the abundance of the fish diminished or increased within the
last ten years, or is it about the same ?

s
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6. If diminished or increased, what is the supposed cause?
7. What is the amount or extent of the change in abundance ?

D. Si1zi.

S. What is the greatest size to which if attains, (both length and
weight,) and what the average ?

9. State the rate of growth per annum, if known; and the size at
one, two, three, or more years.

10. Do the sexes differ in respect to shape, size, rate of growth, &e.?

E. M1GRATIONS AND MOVEMENTS.

11. By what route do these fish come into the shore; and what the
subsequent movements ?

12, By what route do they leave the coast?

13. Where do they spend the winter season ?

14. When are the fish first seen or known to come near the shore, and
when does the main body arrive; are the first the largest; are there
more schools or runs than one coming in, and at what intervals ?

13, When do the fish leave shore, and is this done by degrees or in a
body ?

16. Is the appearance of the fish on the coast regular and certain, or
do they ever tuil for one or more seasons at a time, and then return in
greater or less abundance ; if so, to what cause is this assigned ?

17. How do the runs ditfer from each other in number and size ?

18. Which sex comes in first; and how far advanced is the spawn in
the female on first arriving ?

19. Will either sex, or both, take the hook on first arriving ; and if so,
is there any period of the stay of the fish when they refnse it ?

20, If they refuse the hook at first, how soon do they begin to take it
after arriving?

21. Do the schools of fish swim high or low; and is their arrival
known otherwise than by their capture; that is, do they make a ripple
on the water; do they attract birds, &e.?

22, What is the relation of their movements to the ebb and flow of
the tide ? :

23. Does spawn ever run out of these fish taken with a hook ?

24, Answer same question in regard to fish taken in nets or pounds;
is the spawn ever scen in any quantity floating about inside of nets ?

25. Are these fish anadromous ; that is, do they run up from the sea
into fresh water for any, and for what, purpose ?

26, If anadromous, when are they first seen off the coast; when do
they enter the mouths of therivers, and what is the rate of progression
up stream ?

27. It anadromous, what the length of their stay in fresh water,
and when do they return to the sea, or do they become exhausted by
breeding and die ?

28. Do the different sexes or ages vary in this respeet ?

29, Do these fish come on to the breeding-grounds before they are
mature ; or de you find the one or two year old fish with the oldest?

30, What are -the favorite localitics of these fish; say whether in
still water or currents, shallow or deep water, on the sand, in grass,
about rocks, &e.? :

31. What depth of water is preferred by these fish ?

32, What the favomite temperature and general character of water ?
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F. RELATIONSHIPS.

33. Do these fish go in schools after they have done spawning, or
throughout the year, or are they scattered and solitary 2
34. Have they any special friends or enemies ? :
35. To what extent do they prey on other fish; and on what species?
36. To what extent do they suffer from the attacks of other fish, or
other animals ¢
G. Foob.

37. What is the nature of their food ?

38. Are there any special peculiarities in the manner of feeding of
these fish ? »

39. What amount of tood do they consume ?

H. REPRODUCTION.

40. Is there any marked change in the shape or color of either sex
during the breeding-season, or any peculiar development of, or on, any
portion of the body, as the mouth, fins, scales, &e.?

41, Are there any special or unusual habits during the spawning-
season ?

42. Is spawning interfered with by lines or nets, or otherwise ?

43. At what age does the male begin to breed, and at what age the
female ?

44. Tor how many years can these fish spawn ?

45. Does the act of spawniug exert an injurious effect ¢

46. Where do these fish spawn, and when ?

47. Can you give any account of the process, whether males and
females go in pairs, or one female and two males ; whether the sexes are
mixed indiscriminately, &e.?

48. Is the water ever whitened or colored by the milt of the male ?

49, What temperature of water is most favorable for hatching ?

50. At what depth of water are the eggs laid, if on or near the
bottom ?

51. What is the size and color of the spawn ?

52. What is the estimated number for each fish; and how ascer-
tained ?

33. Answer the question for one season, and for the lifetime.

54. Do the eggs, when- spawned, sink to the Dottom, and become
attached to stones, grass, &e.; or do they float in the water until
hatched ?

85. Do the fish heap up or construct any kind of nest, whether of
sand, gravel, grass, or otherwise; and if so, is the mouath, the snout, or
the tail used for the purpose, or what ; and if so, how is the material
transported ; or do they make any excavation in the sand or gravel ?

56. Do they watch over their nest, if made either singly or in pairs ?

57. When are the eggs hatched, and in what period of time after being
laid ?

58. What percentage of eggs laid is usually hatehed ?

59. What percentage of young attains to matuarity ¢

60, What is the rate of growth ?

61. Do the parents, either or both, watch over the young after they
are hatched ?

62. Do they carry them in the mouth or otherwise ?

63. What enemies intertere with or destroy the spawn or the young
fish ; do the parent fish devour them ?
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64. Are the young of this fish found in abundance, and in what
localities %
65. On what do they appear to feed ?

I. ARTIFICIAL CULTURE.

66. Have any steps been taken to increase the abundance of this fish
by artificial breeding ?

K. PROTECTION.

67. Are these fish protected by law or otherwise %

L. DISEASES.

68. Has any epidemic or other disease ever been noticed among them,
such as to cause their sickness or death in greater or less number ?
69. When have these epidemics taken place, and to what causes have
they been assigned ?
M. PARASITES.

70. Are crabs, worms, lampreys, or otherliving animals found attached
to the outside or on the gills of these fish ?

N. CAPTURE.

71. How is this fish caught; if with a hook, what are the different
kinds of bait nsed, and which are preferred?

72. If in nets, in what kind ?

73. At what season and for what period is it taken in nets, and when
with the line ?

74. What would be the average daily catch of one person with the
hook, and what the total for the season %

7. Answer the same question for one seine or pound of specified
length. ,

76. Is the time of catching with nets or pounds different from that
with lines ?

77. 1s it caught more on one time of tide than on another ?

O. ECONOMICAL VALUE AND APPLICATION.

78. What disposition is made of the fish canght, whether used on the
spot or sent elsewhere; and if the latter, where ?

79. What is its excellence as food, fresh or salted ?

80. How long does it retain its excellence as a fresh fish ?

81. To what extent is it eaten?

82. Is it salted down, and to what extent ?

83. Is it used, and to what extent, as manure, for oil, or for other pur-
poses, and what?

84. What were the highest and lowest prices of fhe fish, per pound,
during the past season, wholesale and retail, and what the average ; and
how do these compare with former prices ?

85. Are these fish exported ; and, if so, to what extent ?

86. Where is the principal market for these fish 2

87. NAME AND ADDRESS OF OBSERVER.

88. DATE OF STATEMENT.



IIL—TESTIMONY IN REGARD TO THE PRESENT CON-
DITION OF THE FISHERIES, TAKEN IN 1871.

NEwPORT, RHODE ISLAND,
August 1,1871,
The following reports were all made by a phonographic reporter, Mr:
H. E. Rockwell, of Washington, and are intended to present the words
of the witnesses, without alteration :

HENRY O. TIFFT :

There are very few fish indeed now, to what there used to be. They
are growing scarcer every year; they are much scarcer this year than
last, I think. I hear people who fish say that they cannot do any-
thing to what they could once. One of them told me he had been out
and fished a week, and did not eatch a black-fish. The traps catch them
up in the spring of the year. The tantog are a species that go up the
Providence River to spawn ; it is salt water all the way up. We used
to catch scup and tautog, as many as we wanted, away up Providence
River; butthey don’t catch scup now. I don’t think they could go any-
where in Narragansett Bay and catch seup with a hook and line. I
don’t think they cateh them much in the pounds.

Mr. MAcy. If you were to take a vote of the people, I think it would
be ten to one against the use of pounds. All the people say to me that
the pounds are the cause of the diminution of the fish.

Mr. Tirrr. Most of the traps are in the river; none outside. They
are in the Fast and West Bays, and all the way up on both shoves
nearly half-way up to Providence. There is a trap-seine at Point Judith
now; there is a pound everywhere that they ean drive stakes. There
are three times as many pounds this year as last; it is a money-making
business, and all want to go into it. They say the legislature has no
power to stop them, and will keep on fishing if they are prosecuted.
The fish strike at Point Judith before they do in West Bay. It seems
as if they were coming from the south. Traps were put down first at
Saughkonet. In the spring of the year you will see little spring-bass
in the market, about six inches long, taken in these nets. The majority
of them are small when they, first come.

Mr. MAcy. Sixteen or eighteen years ago there were five vessels went
out from here, fishing for mackerel, but they sunk money in it and
dropped the business.

Mr, Trrrr. There are some pounds on the south end of Providence
Island, on both sides of the Canonicut, and through the east and west
passages, up as far as Tiverton. Scup are out of the question. All kinds
of fish are killed out, and the breeding broken up. I think, what the
pound men call small scup, that they say they catch so plenty this year,
are skip-jacks.* They look almost precisely alike when small. The skip-
Jjack is a small speeies; never grows large ; the only difference from the
scup is, that the skip-jack has finer scales than the scup. The skip-jack
grow about four or five inches long. They are caunght about the
wharves here; but no scup has a chance to spawn in our waters.

* This is a mistake ; the fish in question are small scup.—S3. ¥. B.
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Mr. Macy. The squeteague are four times as plenty now as I have
ever seen them before, and keep increasing.  In 1830 we caught the first
blue-fish in Nantucket; but in 1831 my uncle caught a barrel which he
salted. They became plenty afterward, and continued so up to the year
of the plague that killed off all the Indians but two children. They all
disappeared that year.

Mr. J. J. CURRY, dealer in fish:

The Spanish mackerel are canght in this vicinity. They are more
scarce this year than usual., The blue-fish run about as last year, but
larger. I have kept a fish-market here six years. 1 do not think the
blue-fish scarcer than they were six years ago. There was a time, six
yvears ago, when in August, for three days, we could not get any. I do
not know that there are any more traps used now than there were six
years ago. We get all our fish for market here in this neighborhood,
except halibut, round mackerel, and salmon; these come from Boston.
Six years ago the price of Spanish mackerel was forty cents a pound;
now they are worth a dollar a pound. Salmon are selling for fifty cents
a pound. I buy my fish from the pound-men, paying about fifty-five.
cents a pound for Spanish mackerel. Last year we had four times as
many Spanish mackerel as formerly. They were first canght here four
years ago. We get eight cents a pound for blue-fish; never sell them
for less than that. Tlat-fish we can hardly give away in this market.
We get eight cents a pound for weak-fish, (squeteague.) We do not sell
many round mackerel; we cannot get more than ten or twelve cents a
pound for them fresh, and, ¥hen salted, they sell for eighteen cents
Scup bring five cents apiece on an average; not more than six or eight
cents a pound. We get no scup scarcely.

SAMUEL ALBRO, dealer in fish:

We get forty cents a pound for sheep’s-head ; they are taken in the
West Bay. We get five cents a pound for flat-fish, (lounders ;) take
anything we can get for them; they are not much used here. We get
half a dollar a pound for salmon. There is one kind of flat-fish, that we
call pucker-mouth, that is better than the other kind. For lobsters we
get five cents a pound. I think blue-fish are more plenty than last year.
Tautogarescarce. George Crabb* makesfive dollarsaday catching tautog
with a hook and line the yearround. Ife will averagea hundred pounds a
day. Inthe spring our market would not be as well supplied with fish if it
were not for the pounds, because they can cateh them in pounds before
they will bite the hook. Down at Gooseberry Island they took in one
pound as many as 10,000 barrels of small*scup, so small that they did
not want them; the net was so full that they could not haul it, and had
to eatch hold of the bottom of it and tip them out. They were spawned
south. They never saw such a lot of yonng scup here before. It was
trom the 14th to the 18th of May that they caught so many young scup.
The big ones came along about trom the 1st to the 10th of May.

FRrRANCIS BRINLEY, esq., chairinan of the Commission on fisheries of
Rhode Island:

We had many meetings of the Commission in different parts of the
State to make inquiries, and found the people generally ready to answer
them, though some hesitated. As a general thing, the pound or trap
men here would not attend the meetings, although invited through the
notices in the newspapers. Mr. Stevens did not appear before the Com-

* See George Crabl’s testimony, p. 30, to the contrary.
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mission, nor did he respond to the interrogatories sent him. There has
been a new development of this question since our last report was made.
It is likely that the subject will come up next winter; it is largely a
political question here. There was a bill prepared last spring in the
senate, about which there is a good deal of fecling, as it varies from the
bill which T prepared, in applying to the whole State of Rhode Island.
Originally I took the ground that we would try the experiment of run-
ning the line in a particular manner. That was opposed because it was
unequal, and it was said, ¢ This is a partial line.” Now they say to the
pound-men, “You have had time to get out of this business and pull
up your traps; and having been forewarned, we will now run the line
the whole length of the waters of the State” It is possible there may
be some resistance on account of want of jurisdiction, as gentlemen ot
the profession are generally willing to embark in such matters. In
Connecticut they have passed a law prohibiting the eatching of shad in
pounds after this year.

Mr. LiymAN. In Connecticut they set their pounds to the west of
Connecticut River; they do not catch enough east of it to make the
business pay.

Mr. MAcy. I know that a few years ago you could go out back ot the
fort and catch as many scup as you wanted; but I would like to see
any one catch a scup there now. They said the people in Connecticut
~and Massachusetts are catching in nets, and why shonld we be cut off
here? We cateh shad very rarely here. Excepting very early in the
season we get them from the East. About fifty-five or fifty-six years
ago they caught shad plenty around Nantucket.

Mr. LymAN. That was a sporadic run, about which there was some-
thing very curious. i

Mr. BRINLEY. In the Providence Press, within two or three days,
there has been a very strong article, in which the writer speaks of the
great number of young scup which have been caught, even within the
waters near the city, except where the water was charged with impuri-
ties, these young fish having got the advantage of the net fishermen by
coming in two weeks earlier this year than usual.

Professor BAIRD. Does he mean to imply that these same young scup
come in year by year?

* Mr. BRINLEY. No; that they escaped the nets this year, in conse-
quence of coming in two weeks earlier than usual. Young scup have
been killed in Providence IBay by the impurity of the water.

General C. C. VAN ZANDT. 1 was chairman of a committee of the
legislature on the subject of the shell-fish, and I found that the impuri-
ties had a great influence. We found oysters with a perceptible odor
of coal-tar, that were taken five or six miles down the bay. This was
some years since.

Mr. SAMUEL PowEL. The people who are interested in this question
do not understand it at all as a whole. 1 think many facts are needed
before we can act correctly in regard to it. To attempt to stop the
trapping would not be useful in the end, as the traps gather great quan-
tities of fish in a short time—more than the lines could do in a long
time. The matter here is now fought off till next January. I am
wedded to no theory; but there is a curious fact that the fish come this
year, bringing their little ones with them.
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NeEwrorT, RHODE ISLAND, August 2, 1871.

J. M. K. SOUTHWIOK :

I am not now a practical fisherman, although I have fished many
years with traps and nets of different kinds. The question is one which
excites considerable feeling. We have two styles of nets; what is called
the trap, and the heart-seine or pound.

[These were illustrated by drawings in this manner :|
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There is no bottom to the trap-net, and it must be watched all the
time. [Fish, when not excited, will remain in it some time, especially
scup; but menhaden are apt to get out unless they are closely watched.

The first trap is set at Franklin Holiow, to catch the fish as they run
south, on the eastern shore of the West Passage. It has a leader of
something like a hundred fathoms. Traps have been tried on the west
shore, but no fish are caught there in the spring.

There is a heart-seine in Mackerel Cove, which has a leader of about
seventy-five fathoms, There are two set near Fort Adams. 1 set one
five years at Pine-Tree Beach, having a leader of forty-five fathoms.
The leader is generally set perpendicular to the shore. Thereis a heart-
seine at Coddington’s Cove. The rest are usually traps. 1 cateh fish
usually by the 10th of May. This year the fish came earlier, and prob-
ably could have been caught by the 1st of May. The fish were ten days
later at Coddingtow’s Cove than at Pine-Tree Cove. When the fish first
come in the spring, we catch a few at first, and then a hundred or two,
and then pretty soon several hundred barrels. The first runis generally
larger than the later. The first run of scup that comes in, is generally of
large scup, all large, weighing from two to three pounds. Then, per-
haps a week afterward, the smaller scup, two-thirds the size of the
others come in; and two weeks later they come that weigh from half to
three-quarters of a pound. The last run are smaller, and many not
worth saving, and many pass through the meshes of the net.
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There is a phenomenen that has happened this year not commonly
observed by fishermen before. The Saughkonet and all the other fish-
ermen—I come in contact with all—report to me that they saw the
small scup in vast quantities about the time they were taking up their
nets ; they described them as being from half an inch long up to three
1ucheb That was about the 1st of June Still later they were reported
to be further up the bays; and in July Mr. Arnold, of West Greenwich,
told me that the river up there seemed to be full of them.

From the middle to the last of May the heart-seines are put down at
different points along higher up the bays ; some of them may have been
put in about the 1st of May, but they do not begin fishing much until
a little later. I have a heart-seine now at Dutch Island Harbor, in the
West Bay.

Flat-fish are canght about here in the winter.

Captain Callioun stated to me that he saw the first scup caught here,
which was placed on exhibition at the United States Hotel. There is a
tradition that they first oceurred here about 1793, and the sheep’s-head
disappeared here about that time. 'There have been more sheep’s-head
caught here this season than I have ever known. I have seen a dozen
in the market at once.

Scup have been much more abundant this year than at any time
during the last five or six years; still, not so plenty as at some former
periods.

The blue-fish have not shown themselves very plenty yet this year;
they have been rather scarce. There have not been so many as last
year, up to the present time.

I think the squeteague have been as plenty as ever before; they have
been very plenty indeed.

About the time that the blue-fish come, the scup disappear.

There iz no doubt but that the great majority of the fish are destroyed
while in their spawn or small fry,

In May the spawn of the scup is found in different degrees of devel-
opment ; while some are quite ready to spawn, others have it developed
but little. Some have no spawn in them. I saw six cleaned in the
month of May, of whicih only one had spawn; there might have been
the same number taken, and every one had spawn in it.

‘We cateh in our trwpa and pouuds the scup in largest quantity ; next__
come the sea-bass; then, squeteague; then, blue- ﬁsh ; and then the
flat-fish, called the brail, the pucker- mouth, and the flounder ; then,
mutog.

The great bulk of the fish caught in the pounds goes to New York.

I have known scup sold as low as fifty eents a barrel, five or six years
ago. They sometimes sell fish for just what they can get, bécause they
cannot be kept long enough to get them to market. Sea-bass bring
about the same price as scup generally—about five centsa pound. Sque-
teague bring four cents; blue-fish, five cents ; flat-tish, from two to three
cents—many have been sold for two cents each. Very few fish are salted
here, except the herring.

Menhaden are second to scup in number of pounds caught; they are
used for oil and bait. One gang caught 1,500 barrels of menhaden last
week. There are three or four oil-works on this island. This season is
reported to be the best for many years for menhaden. For bait they are
sold for a dollar a barrel, and sometimes a dollar and a half. When
sold for manure, they bring about thirty cents a barrel. The purse-nets
supply the oil-works generally with menhaden.
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JOuN D. SWAN:

I have been fishing about forty-eight years, with hook and line; have
never used traps or seines of any kind—nothing more than agill-net for
herring for bait. Ihave fished about Brenton’s Reef, mostly for black-
fish, (tautog.) I think tautog is about as plenty this year as last; but
not so plenty as five years ago. Eighteen or twenty years ago, in two
hours I could get as many as I wanted. Then we got four or five cents
a pound at retail; now we get cight cents. If we get fifty pounds a day
now, and work hard, we do a pretty good business. I sell to families;
dealers give only about five cents a pound.

T have not seen a scup this season in the water., We used to catch
them when fishing for tautog. I have not seen the run of young scup
that there is so much said about; I have not seen young scup this year
in greater quantity than usual. ‘

We did not formerly catch scup with the hook until ten days after
they were seen. They used to run so thick that they would crowd one
another up out of water. There was one place where they run over a
point where the water was nine feet deep, and they were so thick as to
be erowded out of water. I went there thisspring in the month of May,
and did not see a scup there.

Mr. SouUTHEWICK. It was reported that scup have been seen there.

Mr. SwAN. Scup have been dwindling off ever since the traps ap-
peared, and I attribute the diminution to the traps.

Mr. SourHWICK, I think it is due to some inecrease of enemies, I
think all fish, if left alone, would multiply at certain periods and become |
very numerous, until their particular enemies increased and destroyed
their spawn. We know that all spawn has enemies. 1 do not think
there has been so much decrease as is asserted; I think it has been
principally in the bays and not in the waters generally. They are
scarce in the bay from over-fishing by the great number of fishermen
around the shores. In fishing tor bass, they will play with the bass they
hook until he drives all the other fish away. I think that has an effect
on the bass. The scup, I think, are affected by the impurities of the

rater in coming up the bay. The appearance of the blue-fish and the
impurities of the waters from the manufactories keep out the scup.

Mr. SwaAN. I have not caught a blue-fish this year except when fish-
ing for bass; they are not plenty enough to be worth fishing for.

Mr. SovTHwIick., My observation shows that the blue-fish have been
less than last year. They struck in very scattering.

Question. When were scup first seen this season ?

Mr. Sourawick. Somewhere about the third of May, at Pine-Tree
Cove. Trequently we do not see them, though they are in the water.
They swimn slowly and almost always with the tide. I think they drift
backward and forward with the tide; unless frightened, they never go
against the tide.

Mr. OBED KiNG. There is not three days difference between Watch
Hill and Gay Head. This season they caught scup at Gay Head first.

Mr. SovTHWIcK. I used to think it was safe not to put in my net at -
Pine-Tree Cove till I heard of the fish being caught down near the light-
boat, oft the mouth of the harbor, That was so well established as being
safe to act upon, that I should not hesitate now to aet npon it. TFor
three years, I think, the 10th, 11th, and 12th of May were first days on
which scup were caught., This year they seined them about the 3d of
May. Sea-bass were more plenty at Saughkonet this year than last.

Mr. SwAN. I have not found them so plenty.

Mr. SoutHwICcK. I fished at Pine-Tree Cove five years, and for the
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first four years 1 did not exceed four or five hundred pounds a month.
This year I got at some single hauls more than during the whole former
season, Last year I got as many as twelve or fifteen hundred-weight.
I do not know the cause of the diminution of the scup, but I think they
may have diminished from the same cause that many other fish have
that were never canght in our traps, such as the bull’s-eye; the old fisher-
men say they used to catch them in large quantities.

Mr., SwAN. They used to Le here every season. They disappeared
twenty-five years ago. There is not one to ten striped bass that there
used to be. They catch the small ones by hundreds, in the traps, early
in the season.

Mr. SOUTHWICK, We take up the traps after May, and do not put

them down again at all. The heart-seines are kept down through the
‘season, because the heart-seines do not need watching, and you can go
and get the fish out at any time, the fish remaining in them. The traps
are best when the fish come in large bodies. We catch menhaden in
the traps sometimes, but we have to work very qulck The heart-seines
are supposed to catch all the time.

Mr. KING. Nine out of ten of the fish have spawn in them in the
spring ; they are slow and lie around, and will not run out ot a square
trap. Gill- nets are used around here too; they catch blue-fish in them
outside, but they are much more scarce than formerly. They say scup
are blind when they first come, butit isnot so; they move slow because
they are full of spawn. Inrﬂfe bass are Latwht here in the winter, in
deep water, with elam-bait, but they are slow in biting. In one mnter
they were fhrown up in gleat numbers on Block Island frozen to death.
The pucker-mouth is caught in winter in shallow water; the other flat
fish go into deeper water.

Mr. SWAN. 1 canght a Spanish mackerel about twenty yearsago. We
should not get many now were it not tor the traps.

Mr. SouTHwICK. They are caught only in the heart-seines, because the
square traps are taken up before they come in.

Mr. SWAN. I can remember when the blue-fish first came in; they did
not catch them when I was a boy. It must have been forty years ago
when, at one time that I had been fishing for tautog, I trolled for blue-
fish, and got several that day. Twenty years ago we could eatch scup
in any quantity, but since the traps came in they dwindled off,

Mr. SouTHWICK. Nobody disputes the fact that scup have of late years
been less plenty than formerly. They showed themselves quite plenty
last year. Near Bristol I'erry they caught them in plenty.

Mr. KING. There were not o many bamds shippec to New York this
year as last.

Mr. Sourawick. That is no eriterion. The great bulk of the fish are
sent directly to New York from the traps in vessels.

Mr. KiNG. There have not been half so many vessels on the river as
last season. I have not caught three scup in three years.

Mr. Sourntwick. The ponnds about Point Judith have taken more
than in any year for three years; that is the general information. There
is one trap, near the Spouting Rock at Watch Hill, which has been more
successful in getting scup this year than for a number of years.

WiLLIAM DENNIS, Esq.:

Question. Have you paid anv attention to the political economy of
this fishing quustlon“?

Answer. I am a Newporter, and am here every year for about two



14 REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND FISHERIES.

months, and T fish all the while with a line. I have fished regularly
since 1828, and know something about it. Compared with the fishing
twenty years ago, under the same conditions, the number of tautog
caught now would not be more than one-eighth as many. There are no
seup now; I have not caught one this year. I have been fishing two
weeks, and fishing where szup ought to be very abundant; I have not
caught one or seen one, I consider them nearer gone than the Indians,
Twenty years ago I used to go outside for my fishing mostly, and my
car would hold from one hundred to one hundred and fifty pounds. In
the ordinary condition of weather I would fill it and be home by nine
o’clock in the morning; and when I left off fishing, having caught as
many as I wanted, I could have caught as many more if I wished. I
think that now, fishing the same time, under the same circumstances,
on the same ground, if I saved all that I could, and exhausted my ability,
and got twenty-five pounds of all kinds of fish, I should do well. 1
fished for nothing exeept tanutog. I first began to appreciate a difference
within ten or twelve years—a very sensible difference. I never saw
any difference until traps were set. I know that, after the traps had
been in snceessful operation a short time, there was a clear diminution
of the fish, the same that there always is in countries where birds are
trapped. You cannot shoot up the game—neither woodcock nor pin-
nated grouse; and you cannot exterminate the fish with the hook and
line. Consequently there was no diminution until the traps were set
here. Of course the fish are diminishing all the while. T dou’t believe
that to-morrow morning you can take a box of crabs, and go out and catch
a hundred pounds a day for a week. We don’t know what they take in
traps. They say they never get any, although other people have seen
them carried off by the cartload. They take everything from a shark
down to a large chogset. The very moment you sink your trap to the
bottom, you are sure to take shark as any other fish. Those who fish for
striped bass tell me they are very scarce. I have been here two weeks,
and have caught a few fine tautog, but I have caught them all in the
river; and of course that is no way to determine whether there are any
fish, because if there were one or two hundred fish here at this timne,
they would be sea-fish that came into the river. I remember very well
when the blue-fish came here.

My, SWAN. The blue-fish were small when they first came lere, not
weighing over a pound and a half. The biggest 1 ever caught weighed
fourteen pounds. I think I have seen one weighing eighteen pounds. -

Mr. DENNIS. I have my own theory about squeteague. I was fishing,
six or seven years ago, off Point Judith, when I hooked the first sque-
teague I ever caught here. 1 then took twelve large fish, weighing
seven or eight pounds. I take it they require a peculiar kind of bait,
which is becoming more abundant than it has been. There is only one
fish here that maintains its numerical integrity ; that is the chogset.

Mr. SouTHwICK. Nothing but menhaden are used for manure. In
the five years that I fished I never sold any to be put on land, exeept
about two barrels of waste fish. I have sold, perhaps, in that time,
seventy-five barrels of menhaden.

Mr. SwAN. Wefind the tautog two or three miles from land in winter,
and the chogset stow away in deep water. Lobsters are pretty scarce
now. Last year 1 averaged forty a day in my pots; this year not more
than twenty-five or thirty. They sometimes burrow themselves up in
the sand.

Captain SHERMAN fully indorsed the statement of Mr. Dennis. He
had been fishing with him a great deal. There has been a general de-
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preciation of the fish since the traps have been set. The bays are so
blocked up with nets that the fish cannot come in. It will not admit of
an argument. I can think of nothing else than the traps as the cause of
the diminution,

Mr. Sovtawick. If traps are the sole cause of the diminution of the
seup, what could have been the cause of the diminution of the bull’s-
eye, sea-bass, blue-fish, and squeteague, all of which have disappeared
almost wholly in this century, and again returned, with the exception of
the bull’'s ¢ye? 1 am told the sea-bass disappeared about thirty years
ago, and then came on again.

Mr. SwAN. I never knew them to disappear. About fifteen years ago,
one 4th of July, I trolled for blue-fish while going out to my lobster-
pots, and I got a striped bass that weighed thirty pounds. After I had
hauled my pots, I caught two more, one weighing nineteen and the other
twenty-one pounds. On the 8th of July I went again, and, after hauling
my pots, I cut up a little lobster and fixed my bait, and when I threw
my line it got snarled, and in trying to twitch out the snarl, I caught a
fish; and that day I got eight tha{ weighed in the aggregate two hun-
dred and seventy-six pounds after they were cleaned. I do not think
the steamboats have any influence in diminishing the fish. A steamer
coming within fifty yards of a fishing-place would not drive away the
fish. In former times, a commmon impression among the fishermen was
that if the heads and gills of the fish used for bait were thrown into the
water, it would scare away the fish, but I always throw them overboard.

I have no idea how old scup are when they spawn. I think scup as
large as a man’s hand will have spawn in them. We generally save
the spawn of the large scup to eat. Scup move with the tide; other
fish we do not see so much, as they keep near the bottom ; the scup are
seen when they go over shallow places.

I don’t think I ever saw scup ip blue-fish; I have found little mack-
erel and shiners something like a herring, and menhaden. Blue-fish
throw out all that is in their stomach when caught.

Before traps were put in we could see the tautog in the water about
the rock, and under the edges of the stones in a warm day. Some say
you eannot catch tautog in a thunder-storm. That is ¢ all in your eye.”
I caught more fish in one thunder-squall than T had caught all day in
another place. When tautog are plenty, the best bait for themis the
crab; but I always fish with lobsters. They eat the muscles off the
rocks. I have seen some of the rocks covered with muscles at one time,
and then the star-fish would come and eat them all off.

I think there are more hiand-line fishermen than there were fifty years
ago. The business has rather increased during the last twenty years.

Donito were never plenty about here. I never caught more than one
in a day and not a great many in all.

I have never seen any fish that appeared sickly except the cod-fish;
that is sometimes what we call loagy. I think those have the consump-
tion. Menhaden are very bad Lait for lobsters. If there is any in their
paunch when boiled, the oil comes right through the meat. Any strong
fish affect lobsters in the same way. The bull’s-eye fish was poisonous if
kept loug. It was a kind of chub-mackerel.

Twenty-five years ago, I think, I caught 165 blue-fish in one day and
three bass, trolling. That is the most I ever caught in one day.
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NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND,
August 2, 1871 A flernoon.
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR PARDON W. STEVENS:

I have only one pound; I do not trap at all. We thought we could
do better in buying fish. The trap is a Rhode Island institution entire-
ly; they are set only about three weeks. Previous to last year they
commenced trapping about the 20th of April, but this year not till the
1st of May. The trap is like an oblong box, with one end knocked out.
But in a heart-seine we can hold the fish we cateh. A brother‘of my
partner got a bass in his pound that weighed fifty-two pounds. The
leader of the trap must be long enough to get to a suiticient depth
of water. Over on the Sanghkonet side the leaders are two hundred
fathoms. The leaders run from east to west, with the mouth of the trap
to the north ; and where they set several traps, the leader of one runs a
little by that of another. The fishers there measure off the water and
draw for it. There is a sort of agreement among the trappers that the
leaders shall be two hundred fathoms. There is one place where they
allow them longer. On the southeast corner of the State they allow
them tc go out-dive hundred fathoms, so as to get square with the one
at Saughkonet Point.

‘We set the mouth of the trap up stream because, as the tide rans north,
the trap must be right across the tide; the open part to the northwest,
and the leader on the south side. The mouth is in some instances
leaded and goes to the bottom. I never worked a trap at Saughkonet;
what I know about the fishing there I learn when I go there to buy fish.
I never worked a trap except down in this bay.

I think the fish are bound eastward. I always took the ground that
if the fish were bound to the river the traps would not hinder them. I
think the heart-seine is much more injurious than the trap, if either.
There are many days when a man cannot attend to his trap. It requires
almost as much attention to fish with a trap as in the hauling of o seine,
Half a gang attend half a day and the other half the rest. It usually
requires six men to haul up the gate to a trap. I attend one with one
man.

I had a beart-seine at Sachuest Point, thinking that if the fish went
up the river there I would try and get some. The leader runs from the
shore sixty-five or seventy tathoms. We attended that diligently, and
all the scup we got was two. We got perhaps half a dozen tautog, a
few dozen codfish, and a few barrels of herring. We set to catch
Spanish mackerel or anything that would run in in the summer. T was
satistied that no fish went above, but they went across. Iknow the fish-
ermen do not go more than two and a half miles north of Saughkonet
Point; but we were two miles above them, _

As u general rule, we have to set our traps on the cast side of the
channel for the first run of scup. eI do not know so much about the
second run, because small seup stay here all summer. When you take
up a school of these, they are almost a calico-color; the first run are
almost white. I never saw any with regular bars on them. Some that
are called the third run of seup are caught up at the head of the bay.
I cannot tell whether the large scup have ever been caught up at the
head of the bay, because I never fished there. My idea is that the fish
come in east of Block Island and strike first at Watch Hill and Point
Judith. X don’t know how far into the Sound they go; but they catch
them firgt at Wateh Hill. I think tue big scup do not go up the West
River. [ have seen them running across Brenton’s Reef on their way
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eastward. Some say they arve blind at first, but I never saw any that
were s0; I never saw any that did not move pretty fair. They move
faster in warm weather than when it is cooler. Recently they have got
the first scup at Watch Hill; buat there used to be a trap west of Beaver
Tail light, which picked them up first. Now they have rigged it as a
ound.

P Theré would not be more than a day’s difference between the times of
catching at Fort Adams and Saughkonet. They caught scup in Vine-
vard Sound this year two days betore we did. On the 20th of April we
caught thirteen barrels, We caught some on the 18th of April; that
was sixteen days earlier than last year. Some of the run got by and
went down to the Vineyard Sound.

Scup are more scarce than they used to be.

There were two cold seasons a few years ago, and a great many tau-
tog were frozen, and it was a number of seasons before we could get
many to supply the market here. I have heard that they are more
plenty this year. When they froze, they were thrown up on the Nan-
tacket shore, and they were cut out of the ice and sent to New York.
That was in 1856-757.

That could not have affected the scup, because they do not stay
around here. The chogset were affected in our harbor.

Question. What do you suppose has affected the abundance of the
bass ?

Answer. They are much scarcer than they were formerly. T do not
know what has cleaned them out. I suppose that catching some in
the spring of the year may affect them somewhat.

No fish are used for manure except menhaden. I was ready to
give two dollars a barrel for scup, and they were not worth that for
manure. That was the lowest price this year. The highest price was
five dollars at the traps. We get in New York just what the commis-
sion merchants are a mind to pay us. Sometimes we do pretty well,
and sometimes not. The scup are packed in bulk in ice, and sent to
New York or Philadelphia. A common sloop-smack from New London
carries about 100 barrels.

Question. Supposing that it is decided to try any experiments with
traps, in the way of legislation, is there any compromise that can be
made between no traps at all or all that people choose to put down ;
would it be expedient to attempt any limitation of the length of the
leader, the size of mesh, and time of keeping them down?

Answer. I judge that a limitation of time would be best.

-Question, What would be best, so many weeks or so many days in a
month ?

Answer. I should say, so many days. They run about a month, and
then the fishing in traps is all ever—from the 20th of April to the 20th
of May.

Question. Suppose it should be said that no fish shonld be taken from
noon on Saturday to noon on Monday; would that be acceptable ?

Auswer. It onght to be ; and it ought to be made acceptable. Now,
although half the men go home Saturday noon, the rest will make up
a gang and fish Sunday, and find a fellow with a smack, to whom they
will sell their eatch, and then divide what they get, and thus make the
share of each greater than that of the rest of the gang,

Question. How could you treat a trap or pound so that they could
not catch any fish %

Answer. Have it hauled up. We haul our pound up with a long line,
leaving the bottom up about two fathoms.

S. Mis. 61—2
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Question, What would you suggest as the proper way of securing
general obedience to such a law?

Answer. Hold the captains of the gangsresponsible; either confiscate
their property or make a heavy penalty.

I have had a long controversy with Tallman about menhaden spawn-
ing twice a year. Hvery fisherman says menhaden come along full of
spawn in the spring, and go back in fall full of spawn.

Question. Do you find small scap to any extent in the blue-fish that
are taken in any way excepting in traps ?

Answer. It is very seldom we catch them in any other way except
with the gillmet. I have found blue-fish with young scup in them;
when taken in gill-nets, we almost always find scup in them. Blue-fish
caught with a drail often vomit up the foodin them. Sometimes three-
fourths of the food would be young seup. I have shaken them out ot
them within a week., Squeteague and blue-fish do that; they will eat
anything that runs free. To-day I picked up one, and just took and
pressed on the belly of the fish, and e was fall of them. The pound is
full of these small fish, and they get the little fish in the pound. I have
seen the little striped smelt in them, packed in them, and looking like
a row of pencils., Sometimes they will come ashore with a lot of scup
in them; and then again they will have nothing but hake and sea-
robins. They will bite these off close up to the fin; and then they will
come ashore with mackerel. I have seen them with small flat-fish in
them. I don’t know as I ever found a.crab in a blue-tish. I have al-
ways vaken particular pains to know what the blue-fish feed on. Until
this became so extensive a watering-place, I have shipped four thousand
pounds of black-fish to New York in a year. I have shipped a thou-
sand to fifteen hundred sngar-boxes—bought them and sold them. But
then the competition became so great that I eould not afford to buy
them. What were wanted here were sold readily, and the balance were
sent off. The retail dealers here buy fish wherever they can get them.
Two buy to send to New York, in connection with what they sell here.

We canght from one thousand to fifteen hundred pounds last week.
We found them accidentally out in Saughkonet River. They come up
from the bottom every night. We catch blue-fish in gill-nets more than
in the pounds, They destroy the nets very badly.

I do not know as blue-fish are more plenty than last year; there have
been days when they cannot catch any. We are catching now full as
many as we did last year. We get the fish at night; we catch the fish
below the middle of the net then; but when the fish are playing on the
top, we get them near the top of thenet. We have our nets with a mesh
two and one-half inches to four and one-half ; they are from fifty to ninety
fathoms long. They are made by Mr. Stowe, of Boston.

My partner’s brother went down the other day and caught twenty-
eight bass. If there comes a heavy sea, on the fall of the sea they can
get large bass, plenty of them. My partner’s brother went down and
caught eight or nine hundred-weight, and Mr. Perry Cole and Mr. Dur-
kee get a great many.

Question. Are eels scarcer than they used to be ?

Answer. I think so. Whether the gas-works have affected them or not
I do not know., Six or seven years ago I was a member of the legisla-
ture, and I went out one morning and found a man on the steps open-
ing a basket of oysters, and I could smell the coal-tar in them very
plainly. Fourteen or fifteen years ago I kept a fish-market on Long
Whart, and you could see the tarry substance rise on the water and
spread out while going through the bridge. We have had a thousand
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pounds of fish killed by it in one night. Scup will not go up Provi-
dence River; it is nothing but a mud-hole. It is only in the pounds
that we get the little scup. When fish were ranning here, we caught a
great many young scup from two to five inches long. I never knew
anything like it before; none of us ever saw it before. If it had oceurred
it would have been observed. Menhaden have been more plenty this
year than for many years before. I heard a regular fisherman say he
never knew such July fishing as there has been this year in the West
River. Menhaden are caught in the pounds in the spring of the year.
Forty to fifty barrels of menhaden would be a large yield. But the
purse-nets take as many as they can hold, and sometimes they lose
their nets; they cannot gather up the fish soon enough, and they would
die and sink ; and they would have to cut open the seine.

We get mackerel here in this harbor; they are poor in the spring, and
have spawn in them. In August they have no spawn in them. We do
not catch any fish much when they are full of spawn, neither black-fish
nor scup, nor the first run of mackerel. Here are ninety to one hundred
sail of mackerel-catchers lying off here, and they take the fattest mack-
erel 1 have ever seen. Last year was the first time they have ever done
it. Mackerel promise to be plenty this year. There is no sale for the
spring-cateh ; they are poor mackerel.

Question. If we had three times as many scup as we now have, could
we buy them for any less money ?

Answer. If the fish were not exported from Rhode Island, they would
not be worth a cent a pound.

Question. Why has the wholesale price been less this year than
betore ?

Answer. It is because of the increase of pounds in Vineyard Sound,
and they all send fish to New York. Squeteague run from three to ten
pounds. Large ones began to come here five or six years ago. They are
much larger now than they used to be. They were here once before,
and went off more than forty years ago, and they have not been plenty
since until within a few years.

‘When the blue-fish first came back, the people would not eat them ;
there was no sale for them; people said they would make a sore on
those that eat them. The prejudice against them was so great that you
could not sell one in market.

In 1854 I used to catch the bull’s-eye. They were here for a consider-
able time after that, and had been off and on before that. They were
not a regular fish, '

There is only one pound at Saughkonet River. I have the only one
there. There was one set up in Coddington’s Cove by a man by the
name of Clarke. He got a great many Spanish mackerel, and that set
us after them. The right to fish is as perfect as any right we have
here in Rhode Island. The right to the fisheries and the right to the
shore are all the same. All the people have a right to go on the shore,
being only liable for any damage. There is a path clear round from the
bathing-houses to the boat-house here. The right is universally recog-
nized in Rhode Island.

NEwPORT, RHEODE ISLAND,
August 3, 1871,
NATHANIEL SMITH :
-I am seventy-three years old. I have fished forty-six years. There
were scarcely any fish when I left the business, three years ago, on
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account of my health. Tish used to be very plenty, so that any one
could get as many as he wanted; they were plenty until the trapping
was commenced. That was abont 1828 or 1830, But I fished before
they had any trapping or purse-seines. One man could catch scup
enough forty years ago to load a Doat in a short time. I have scen the
water all full of them under my boat. IEvery one could catch as many
sea-bass or tautog as he wanted. The blue-fish came around in 1834,
Ithink. Iecaught the first blue-fish, which was about a foot long. BEvery
yvear they became more and more plenty; but still they did not make
any difference with the other fish. It never made any odds with the
tautog nor bass-fishing, because I have caught the bassright among them.
I had abass once with a scup in his throat, choked with it. 1 down’t think
blue-fish trouble scup at all. I never saw scup spawning ; but think they
spawn up the river, close in shore. I never fished for scap much, but they
were plenty, and there was no difficulty in catebing them until they
began trapping them up. It was just so with tautog. I got up the
first petition against trapping tautog, and got seventy to one hundred
signers, and Sam Brown got one hundred. It was handed to our legis-
lature, and laid on the table, and I suppose thrown under the table or
turned out doors. The tautog began to grow scarce twenty years ago.
They set traps up over Saughkonet shore at the time I got up the peti-
tion. I think, it traps could be stopped, we should have fish plenty in
the course of three or four years, The spawn is taken up with the fish
going in to spawn in the spring of the year; there is no seed left in the
water for fish to grow from. Thousands and thonsands of hundred-
weight of tautog have been sent to New York, besides hundreds of boxes
of scup. 1 have seen them take thousands of pounds of tautog off
Gooseberry Island in a morning and send them to New York. But now
they cannot get them around the shores.

The blue-tish were in these waters before, and very large. My father
used to catch them about the year 1800, not far from that. I think,
trom what was said when I caught the first one, they must have been
out of the water sixteen or eighteen years. About 1800 they were very
plenty. They first made a net of rattan to trap them, and then they all
went away in a body, and till the little ones came back they did not
return again. I used to catch the little ones and bring them to market;
but nobody would buy them, and so I threw them away. The first man
who brought blue-fish to our market was Mr. John Springer, and he
~ first brought them when they came back the last time,

Scup were always here; were here when my father was a boy.

‘When I first began to catch blue-fish, they did not weigh more than a
pound or two apiece; but when they were here before, my father said
they weighed sixteen and eighteen pounds.

They first began to set traps on the eastern shore about 1827; they
used to set them just the same as now; they wounld drive the fish into
the pockets at the ends.

There are no school-bass here in the fall of the year. In old times,
thirty or forty years ago, the bass were around in schoolsin September,
and would run uitil cold weather. I havecaught them as late as the
10th of December. I would get from one to two hundred a day. I
used mackerel or menbaden for bait. I used dead bait, but of late
years I tished with lobster bait. That would not answer only when
there was a heavy sea and the water was thick; 1used to catch aboat-
load in a day in that way. I got sixteen one morning, four of which
weighed 206 pounds, and the rest would weigh from thirty to forty
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pounds apiece. Touar or five years ago I could not catch any. Thesea-
bass are very scarce now.

Mackerel used to be caught hereall the year round, but they are scarce
now.

The skip-jack is something like the bonito: the bonito has a darker
and broader stripe than the skip-jack. The bonito is striped like an
albicore.

I dow’t know but one kind of sword-fish here. I know the bill-fish;
they are a long fish, with a bill something like that of & sword-fish. 1
have seen a bill-fish three feet long. They are not at all like the sword-
fish. They have little fins like the mackerel. They followed some ship
in here ; they were here in the fall of the year and latter part of the
summer, only one year. That was forty years ago; I have seen none
since. The docks were all full of them then, about eight or ten inches
long and very black. They would bite anything you might put down,
even u bit of pork.

The ball’s-eye fish were here from 1812 to 1830, perhaps; they were
very plenty. The women would haul them in with seines-—barrels of
them ; once in a while two or three are caught in the fall of the year;
they were nearly a foot long, very thick and fat. One year they poisoned
every one who eat them; people thought they had been feeding on some
copper-bank ; they were much fatter than common mackerel. I salted
a barrel, and carried them oat to Havana. They were never sent from
here to a market abroad. They were so fat they would rust too quick,
like the Boston Bay mackerel. Split them and they would fall apart, they
were so fat.

Menhaden are decreasing too. In 1819 I saw a school of menhaden
out at sea, when 1 was going to Portland, that was two niles wide and
forty wiles long. I sailed through them. We were out of sight of land.
They appeared to be all heading sonthwest. There were no fish near
them. I have seen a school on this coast three mileslong. I think they
spawn in April or May.

They cateh a few shad in the traps here now; they never used to do
that. They get plenty of herring in the spring. Herring are bigger
than alewives; they come along together and spawn together; they
spawn in April and May; they are used only for bait. People never
pretend to smoke them, There are many ditferent kinds of herring.

: NEwpORT, August 3, 1871.
W. E. WHALLEY, of Narragansett Pier:

I am using a trap-seine. We work on the tide, and we don’t care
on which side of the seine it is. We catch all kinds of fish that wear
scales, and some that don’t—Dbig fish and eels. 'We catch sturgeon, from
seven pounds up to three or four handred. I do not know how many
heart-seines are being worked this season. The heart-seines take the
fish both ways; the trap, only one way. They are of various sizes,
according to the locality, the leaders being from seveuty-five to two
hundred fathoms. The trap-seine is ealeulated to take fish working
down an eddy; the heart-seine, where the tide works both ways. They
are at Horse Neck, and all along where the tide sets both ways. Taking
fish in traps depends on the eddies; the better the eddy tle better the
chance tor fishing. When the tide sets up into the bayous, there is an
eddy when it runs back, and the fish run in. We fish every half‘hour,
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and get from a few barrels to five hundred, and when the tide is over
we wait; we fish only when the tide is ruuning in; we do not expect to
get as many on the ebb-tide as on the flood, except in some places. At
Gooseberry Island we fish on the ebb-tide. At Sachuest Point we have
fished two seasons, and I have fished at Point Judith on the flood-tide.
There is a westward tendency there at the ebb-tide. On the strong ebb,
these fish coming across the Sound strike through there. - At Goose-
berry Island I wanted a flood-tide, and that brings an eddy inside, making
a bay for a mile or a mile and a half,

On Saughkonet River there is not much tide, only when it blows fresh
to the north or south. There are two bridges there, and we always
thought we did best at them on flood-tide. 'We never set any nets on
the west side. When I went there in 1857, there were eleven traps;
next year, fifteen ; and the next, seventeen. The traps were first started
in 1846, by Ben. Tallman. He invented the trap.

Question. What do you think about the general question of traps; do
they affect the quantity of fish or not?

Answer. Yes, sir; I think,if they were stopped, the fish would be
much more plenty.

I will give my reasons why I have answered “ yes.” 1 do not mean
to say that traps should not be used on our coast. 1 donot mean tosay
they should be abolished, but I do mean to say that, in the way they
are handled, and used, and allowed to be set anywhere, without regard
to water, place, &c., they are an injury to the fisheries, and are what is
killing off and curtailing the luxuries that the Creator has furnished,
and intended should be enjoyed. My ideas are derived from nine years’
experience in trapping and seining, and I have heard the other fisher-
men say the same thing. [ am a fisherman, and expect to fish as long
as I do anything.

In the first place, our bays are large in proportion to the size of our
State, and the school-fish have not a place where they ean go and stop
wagging their tails long enough to lay their spawn, while the oysters
are protected. Here is a trap and there is a purse-net, so that from the
time they come in until they go out somebody is after them.

And, what is worse than all, our own State’s people cannot get them
at all. They will bring them in and sell them to earry away for a
quarter of a cent a pound, in the month of May; and now to-day you
cannot buy them for ten cents a pound. Why? Because they have
been taken here for twenty years, before the spawning-time, and sent
out of existence for nothing. If you kill a bird before it lays its eggs,
where is your increase? And so, it you kill your sheep, where is your
stock ? Can we raise anything if we don’t try to keep our breeding-
stock good? Is it expected that we can have fish if we will put them
on the land for manure at a quarter of a cent a pound? And now you
cannot buy them for ten cents a pound. Confute it if you can.

When I could go out here and catch from three to five hundred-weight
of black-fish in a day, I have been told not to deliver them, and when I
brought them in, to cover them up with scup, and then carry them away
and throw them in the river after dark, and not sell them in Newport.
Why ? So that the inhabitants would not know where they came from.
I have doneit. They are selling fish from off Point Judith, and sending
them to New York.

But they have thrown striped bass into the dung-heap, because they
could not get ten cents a pound; deacons of churches did that. Now
you cannot get them at all. I used to get enough Saturday afternoon
to last my family a week ; go now, and you don’t get a nibble. Give us
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some protection, and, by-and-by, we may have a place that the fish can
go to and lay their spawn, and where the young tish can grow.

Black-fish (tautog) we cannot get. Yesterday we had five men fish-
ing, and 27 pounds, 22 pounds, and 19 pounds each was the best they
could do. If it was not for lobsters, our fishermen could not get enough
for their breakfasts.

We take striped bass in nets, at the mouth ot Saughkonet River, and
at the back beaches. The fish run eastward in the spring, the sawe as
the geese go north. But black-fish and bass can be canght here all the
year. I fish inside of the point in winter, aud outside in summer. We
get bass through the ice, in winter ; sowmefimes a barrel of them. They
go into the mud in eighty feet of water. The bass and tautog are a
native fish ; the blue-fish is a traveler, here to-day and goune to morrow.
I dow’t care anything about them.

Shad are a fish that will run up therivers annually if not hindered. I
have caught shad at Gooseberry Island, seven hundred a day, with a
trap-seine. That is norig for ecatching shad; but if you go to work and
prepare for it, you can catch shad plenty.

In regard to tautog, bass, and secup, we cannot make a living fishing
for them, as we used to do. Many a man has been driven out of the
business. I could show you a dozen good boats rotting down, all gone
to destruction; and the fishermen have taken to something else, which
they had no love for. It drives people away from the State. We had
about three hundred fishermen here twelve years ago, who got their liv-
ing directly from fishing. That was their legitimate business, with the
drag-seine and hook; not with the purse-seine or trap. They did not
know anything about atrap till I set it. Two have been set there since,

The men have left here and gone down off the Banks; gone to New
London to go on board fishing-smacks; gone to the eastward and to the
southward. It is depopulating our shores of the meun of that class.
There are now only about fifty men fishing where we had three hundred ;
and some of the old men remain, but all the young men have gone, the
fishing has been so killed out within the last five years. Instead of
fishing, those who remain have, many of thein, gone to taking boarders.
Unfortunately I got broke down, and did not earn my salt ; but I have
followed the fishing business and have kept boarders. People come
Lere from abroad in the summer, for what ? Because Rhode Island has
been noted for hook-fishing. Dr. Babcocek comes with his rod and reel
for striped bass. This year he has caught one; that is all. Last year
he caught two. Many others have tried it, with no better luck. They
come here for fish ; they don’t care anything abont our stale meats, for
which I pay thirty cents a pound, that are brought from Cattaraugus
County, New York. That is the change we have made; we send fish
out at a cent and a quarter a pound, and they send us beef at thirty
cents a pound. Five hundred thousand dollars have been paid out to
build up Narragansett Pier, for the purpose of a fishing-place. Itis a
good, quiet neck, where they can go fishing, having a beach equal to
any; and you may see a man with his whole famnily, each of them hav-
ing a rod trying to catch some fish. They cateh anything they can,
and carry it home to have it cooked; and because they cannot get what
they used to, they give us the name of having depreciated the fish,

The tautog and striped bass have diminished most; that is, we feel
their loss most.

Question. Supposing you were in the legislature, and wished to draw
up such a bill as would be fair and just to all parties, what would you
do so as to control the traps as to namber, size, place, and time ?
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Auswer. My proposition to the legislature was, to allow only a certain
number of nets from Point Judith to Sanghkonet River, so as to allow
thie fish to come in.

Question. Suppose the poauds were down from the 1st of June through
the sunmer, and only then, what would e the effect?

Answer. I should say they should not be set before the 15th of Juue.
From the 15th of May up to the middle of June I have caught tantog
and scup that were full of spawn, aud were ready to shoot spawn at
the touch, and when they were taken into the boat they would throw
their spawn; you could alinost see the fish in thé egg. The fish are
later in a cold, backward season.

Question. What would be the effect of this plan: To require the fish-
ermen to take up the pounds two days in seven, say trom 12 o’clock
Saturday till Monday, and have a proper penalty for violation of the
law ?

Answer. It would have the effect of making a great catch Tuesday
morning. As ageneral thing, they would get alinost all the fish. 1used
to do the same thing. The fish would lie back of the leader, not having
a free passage.

Question. Suppose you pull up the leader ?

Answer. Then the course would be clear.

Question. Suppose you were to require that the nets be so arranged
that there could be no impediment for two or three days, would not
enough fish get by the nets so as to secure an abundant stock of the
fish, year by year?

Answer. That would help; of course it would. Why do the fish come
in to the shores? So that every man can get them. How was it with
our fathers? I remember when my father used to say he was going off
to the beaches for scup. Every family in the spring of the year used to
go and pick up scup enough for their use. They smoked them. Do
you see them now? Why not? Because our stock-fish are taken away
at the season of the year before they have spawned. And now the
human child has got to suffer for it. Traps are down here all summer,
and they catch eels, flounders, and Spanish mackerel, and everything
that swims, more or less,

Question. Squeteague ?

Answer. We have always caught squeteague here with the hoolk.
They are not a new fish to me. I have always known them from child-
hood. I know you cannot go off Point Judith and catch a scup to-day.
I will give a dollar a pound for every scup. Ten years ago you could
catch any quantity, and there was fifteen miles of coast you might fish
on. The scup used to come from Point Judith to Brenton’s Reef in
about two tides. I used to have my boat ready to run back and forward,
aud in about two tides or twenty-four hours after eatching them at Poiut
Judith I got them at the Reef. It is about twelve miles. If the wind
was northeast, they would come slower. They come in on the tide and
go back on the ebb, and sway with the tide, going a little farther forward
every time. When they first come in, they are kind of numb ; some call
them blind. I think there is a kind of slime on the eye in winter, and
they want a sandy bottom to get off the slime. ITrom Point Juodith to
Sanghkonet is about four tides—two days.

Question. Did they come much earlier than usunal at Point Judith
this year?

Answer. About the same. They expected them in February, and
got the seines ready. They had them in the water in March. I always
judge by the dandelions; when I sce the first dandelion, scup come inj
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I watch the buds, and when the buds are swelled full, then our traps
goin. When the dandelion goes out of bloom and goes to seed, the
scup are gone ; that is true one year with another, though they vary
with the season. Iam guided by the blossoms of other kinds of plants
for other fish, When high blackberries are in bloom, we catch striped
bass that weigh from twelve to twenty pounds; when the blue violets
are in blossom—they come early—you can catch the small scoot-bass.
That has always been my rule, that has been handed down by my fore-
fathers. '

Question. When scup were plenty, and they first had traps, did they
keep them down all summer ?

Answer. One season I kept them down till the 12th of June; that
was the latest I ever kept atrap down. In the latter part of the time I
got from fifteen to twenty barrels a day; but in the early part of the
season I got a thousand or fifteen hundred barrels a day. That was ten
years ago.

Question. You think if a trap were kept down all summer, some scup
and other fish would be taken all the time?

Answer. Yes. The fish are changing ground for food ; to-day I may
go to such a place and catch senp, and to-morrow I do not get them
there ; they have worked up the food there. 1t is jnst the same as in
the case of herds in a pasture. We find out by one another where the
fish are; we are all along, and we signal each other when we find good
fishing. That is the way we used to fish; but now they are so scarce,
we don’t tell when we find a good place. It makes the people selfish as
the pigs. That is the tendency.

Question. How long have you known Spanish mackerel ?

Answer. About eleven years. I don’t know that I ever saw one but
once before I was fishing at Gooseberry Island. I think they might
have been here before, and they would have been taken if they had been
fished for in the same way, in the summer season. The hotter the
weather, the more Spanish mackerel we get. Last year we had the
hottest season for some time and the most Spanish mackerel. They
are a southern fish. I have caught them with a drail on a hook. They
are not a native of our waters. [ never knew any caught thirty or forty
years ago. They are not as plenty yet this year as they were last. I
caught fifty last year in my gill-net. We get all our fish over at the

.pier in gill-nets—tauntog, shad, menhaden, sea-bass, squeteague, and
Spanish mackerel. We use the menhaden as bait for sea-bass. We
get cod-fish, pollock, and hake in the traps. I never knew any torpedo-
fish here. .

‘We cannot get any scup now. I have not seen one since the trapping
season was over. [ have five men now fishing for me, but none of them
get any seup. I think the blue-fish are about as abundant as last year.
They come in schools at different times. Scup first come in from the
15th to the 25th of April, and will not bite when they first come in;
they are not caught with the hook until the last of May or first of June.
Fish do not generally bite when spawning, so that any amount of line-
fishing will not destroy the fish. I have seen many a handsome fish
that I wanted, but could not tempt to bite; they would turn aside and
leave the most tempting bait. At other times the most inferior bait
will be taken greedily. The hook and line will not make any inroads
on the fish so that there will not always be a supply.

I never knew a blue-fish to feed on scup. In all my catch of blue-fish
for three years I have not been able to find one. I find squid, lances,
herring, menhaden, and the tail of the robin, bitten off just back of the
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fin. I have found eels in them, but never, within three years, have I
found a scup in a blue-fish. I have examined every one. Icaught three
blue-fish yesterday, and £hey threw out a great many squid. I think
the feed for the young fish is as plenty as ever-—as it was twenty years
ago, with the exception of the menhaden and herring. Crabs never
were more plenty, and the lobsters are more plenty than I ever knew
them. I think squid are as plenty as I ever knew them. People com-
plain that menhaden have left the bay. Along about the first of Sep-
tember they will come back, perhaps- I Lnow that is about the way
they generally do.

The lance is found all alon g the coast ; I never found it buried in the
sand.

I only know one kind of sword-fish and one kind of bill-fish. T have
scen the saw-fish when I was a boy—about thirty-six years ago. They
followed some sulphur-bottom whale in.

EpwARD E. TAYLOR:

I have caught but a few fish; I want something done to try to save
the fish for my children.

Question. How are we to help your children to get fish?

Answer. You will have to abolish traps. I used a trap-seine this
spring, but I am now running gill-nets. 'We have only three, one hun-
dred and sixty or one hundred and seventy fathoms in all, We have
caught about & dozen Spanish mackerel this year. We sell our blue-fish
at five cents a pound to the dealers here; to families we sell some at
eight cents a pound. I do not find scup in blue-fish.

1 have seen scup, and blue-fish, and sea-bass all come to my bait in
the deep, clear water, at the same time, down back-side of Gay Head.
I would drop my line down, and I could see them when they came to
the bait in about twenty feet of water. I used menhaden, cut up, for
bait.

We got a great many small seup in the traps in the latter part of
May, about two to two and a half inches long, right at the south side
of the island. I caught an albicore last year that weighed 550 pounds.
It was sent to Providence for steaks. It was sold for ten dollars. Last
year we caught a fish called cero that weighed 74 pounds; it was sold
for five cnnts a pound, not knowing the worth of it.

T owned a trap bcfore the war, dIl(l sold out very cheap, to go to the
war ; and when I came back, after three years, I found the fish had de-
creased very much., I was the first witness on the stand before the
comimittee of the legislature against the traps. As long as the law
allows any one to fish with seines, I shall do it; and as soon as they
make a law to stop it, I shall stop.

I do not know what protection is best; I think there shonld be a law
to prevent fishing at certain seasons, or with nets of a certain size of
mesh. A great many small seap are caught in the traps and destroyed,
because the people are too lazy to let them go.

I can recollect when you could cateh bass all day long; now I have
to turn out every day,at from one to two o’clock in the morning, and to
get my lines in as quick as it is light, for after the sun is two or three
hours high they will not bite, unless it is thick water and a heavy sea.
I have fished with another gentleman three years, and I do not think
we have caught a bass in the afternoon. He is an amateur sportsman,
and he likes to go now better than when the fish were plenty, because
it is more of a science to catch one when there are but a few. I have
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had a bass run out sixty-four fathoms of line ; one run out the length of
three lines, He weighed 48 pounds.

Mr. GARDNER BREWER :

I have been a resident at the end of the avenue eleven years, and I
think the tautog and blue-fish are falling off very much. T do notthink
fifty have been eaught off my grounds this year. My friend and neigh-
bor, Mr. Mixter, who came here about eighteen years ago, sold his place
in disgust, because he eounld not get fish. That was his great pleasnre,
and he went off almost in a rage. He used to scold a great deal about
the destruction of fish in the spring. It is really a great misfortune to
Newport. I used to see a dozen boats fishing off my place at a time,
but now they have abandoned it. I have not seen a boat there this
year.

Testimony of E. E. TAYLOR resumed:

‘When I was a boy, I could cateh four or five hundred senp here early in
the morning, and, atter coming ashore and peddling them ont, two for a
cent—and sometimes not get my pay at that price—would then go off in
the afternoon and catch asmany more. Irecollect that when the factories
stopped, in 1857, [ think, the people were thrown out of work, but they
could go and get fish in any quantity to live on, scup and blue-fish.
The poor people could go off and get as many as they wanted without
any trouble. Soon after the twine went into the water. The first piece
of twine I set was a mesh-net, with a two and a half inch bar-—too big.
It would fill chuck full of scup. Then I and my brother-in-law, zeorge
Orabb, went to fishing together, and got a net twelve feet deep and
thirteen fathoms long, and we could get as many scup as we could
haul; but I suppose now you could not get half a dozen there. Then I
bought a 40 net ; and then, with others, we bought a large trap.

We have done very little in catching blue-fish. We caught more last
yvear in two weeks than all I have caught this year. It looks to me like
a miracle how any fish get by the traps. The coast is strung all along
full of twine; and how the fish can go eastward and get back again I do
not know. About the only thing that can account for it is the occa-
sional heavy seas. When the water is thick it keeps so off the shore
two 1iles, and the fish follow along the edge of the thick water ; that is
the only way that they escape.

Question. Do you think that if all sorts of nets were abolished, fish
would be more plenty in three years?

Answer. Yes, sir. I think that where there is one now there would
be a hundred in three years.

Question. Suppose we say, ¢ You may fish with as many gill-nets and
draw-seines as you please, but not with traps,” how would that be?

Answer, It would not make a great deal of difference.

Question. Suppose we say “You shall not fix your nets except in the
tide-way %

Answer. That would not effect any thing. We moored our gill-nets at
each end-with anchors ; they do not swing with the tide. We set them
in as still water as we can. The mackerel run with the wind, and we
set so that they shall strike square.

I do not see that the blue-fish run any lower this year than last. We
catch them about the middle of the net. We have seventy-six meshes
deep, and catch them about midway. We have a 43-inch mesh; we
catch some all the way down. As a general thing, we catch them that
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weigh from 24 pounds up to 7 and 8 pounds. An eight-pound blue-fish
is rare. We caught this morning eighteen fish ; yesterday morning we
saught fifty. That is big. Tor three mornings we took nothing but
two little dog-fish and some butter-fish.

We send our fish to New York sometimes. We open our blue-fish, I
do not find scup in any of them. The dog-fish that we have around
here feed on crabs; sharks feed on menhaden. The heaviest shark we
have around here is the thresher; they feed on meahaden. I saw a
thresher-shark kill with his tail, which was nearly eight feet long, half
a bushel of menhaden at one blow, and then he picked them up off from
the water. They cowme up tail first, and give about two slawms, and it is
“good-by, John,” to about half a bushel of menhaden. The body of
the thresher-shark is about a foot longer than the tail.

When the blue-fish first cane here and were caught, people used to
think they were poison. My father, who was eighty-two years old when
lie died, said they used to catch blue-fish that weighed sixty pounds.
That was a long time ago. 1 can recollect when they first began to
catch them here; it was about thirty-two years ago; 1 was about ten
years old. My tather said sheep’s-head used to be caught here in great
abundance some forty-five or fifty years ago. I used to have to fish all
day to get as much money as I now do for the few fish I catch. The
scarcer the fish the higher the price. I have peddled striped bass about
the streets at four cents a pound; now they sell at the market at from
geventeen to twenty cents a pound.

NEWPORT, August 3, 1871— Evening.

At the office of Captain Macy, custom-house, this evening, there were
present several fishermen, some interested in traps, and others who tish
only with lines.

Mr. SxurH, an old fisherman, said seup and tautog were growing
more and more scarce. This, he thought, was owing to the use of
seines. Hehad not caught a scup in four years with a hook. Ten years
ago he could make good wages catching scup. 'The first of June was
the time he first started for fishing. When they first come in, scup
will not bite for about three weeks. They are full of spawn then, and
are going up the river. He never saw a scup spawn. Had not caught
a blue-fish this year; it would not pay a man to fish for them witha
Look. I used to catech three hundred pounds in a day. DBlue-fish came
in here first about forty years ago. They began to grow scarce about
fifteen years ago.

Mr. WiLLiam REcCORD. 1 set gill-nets myself; I set the first seven
years ago. It was not unusual to catch from five to eight hundred
pounds in a day. I am now setting from two hundred and fifty to three
hundred and fitty fathoms, instead of fifty fathoms, that I had at first.
Once I caught twelve or thirteen hundred weight, but generally I don’t
think we caught over five hundred weight. 1 have five nets now; but
I don’t catch as many fish as I did when I had one net, seven years
ago. We fish on the beach inside of the point, near what we call the
Beach House. We set the nets so as to break the tide, and therefore
we calculate to set inside of the points of the small bays. I don’t think
there is one fish in a hundred that there was twenty years ago. Then
it took half & dozen men to keep the net clear; now we generally
haul them once a day, and they are not overloaded.
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I eatch once in a while a Spanish mackerel. They came along some,
a fortnight ago, so. that there would be four, three, or two in the net at
# time ; then, for several days I did not catch any. Hot. calin weather
is the time to catch them. I have never seen thein schooling around
like blue-tish, ,

[One person present said one hundred and sixty Spanish mackerel
were caught at one haul up at Coddington’s Cove.]

The gill-net does not, catch one-fourth as many as a heart-seine. In
the gill-net it is very seldom that we catch a blue-fish weighing less
than three pounds. A small Spanish mackerel goes through our net,
The greater part of the fish are caught about a fathom below the sur-
face, in a gill-net. We catch most when we have southerly winds ; not
many with northeast and north winds.

The first run of scup was more plenty this year than last; but noth-
ing compared with nine or ten years ago. Governor Stevens and Mr.,
‘Whalley took up their net, and they turned out seven hundred barrels
of scup, because they counld not sell them, Afterward they sold them
at Point Judith, for eighteen cents a barrel. They sold some for twelve
cents a barrel, and I have no doubt they got more that year in that
one trap than have been caught in all the traps in Rhode Island this
rear.

’ They made some good bhauls in 1863, but they have been grow-
ing more and more scarce ever since. Governor Stevens took all of
10,000 barrels of’ scup that season. A thousand barrels were lost. They
were saving them to get $1 25 a barrel, and they had to sell them for
60 cents a barrel. When they were taken out, 250 barrels were put on
board a ¥all River schooner. I used to see large schools of scup off
outside, when I was fishing, but I have not seen any lately. They are
growing scarce; from some cause; we are either working them up, or
else we are growing so wicked that they will not come to see us.

Twenty years ago it was no trouble to go down and catch from half a
dozen to twenty small-sized bass in an afternoon; but now, when
anybody catches three or four bass, it is told of as something strange.

Fish are plenty in New York, becanse where there was one seine years
ago, there are twenty now.

In the spring of the year, the average size of scup is a pound and a
half.

[One person said he was present one morning this year when Mr.
Holt’s heart-seine was drawn, and there were as many as twenty barrels
of little scup turned out. |

Tne small scup follow after the big ones, and there is a class that is
called mixed scup, coming along about a week after the first run of large
scup. Small scup are caught all summer, with heart-seines—last year’s
seup.

They used to set the seines about the middle of April, but now they
do not until the last of April or the first of May; this year they came
along rather earlier than usual. The nets are generally kept down
about a month. All the nets were put down this year about the same
time, and they all began to catch scup as soon as they were down. They
got five dollars a barrel for the first scup ; then down to three. They
are not used for manure now. They have been going down in number
steadily since 1862 ; they were put on the land in 1862, -

Menhaden come along after the first run of scup; they do not purse
menhaden till after they get through with the scup. They used to put
down the traps about the 20th of April, and took them up about the
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20th of May, when they went into the menhaden fishing; but now they
keep the traps down through May.

When I was a boy 1 ubed to see men who followed tautog fishing go
off in the early morning, and come back with as many as they could sell
by 7 or 8 o’cloek in the foreuoon; now you cannot get any to sell by
going all day.

The striped bass that winter on our coast have dwindled off to nothing.

GEORGE DWINNELL:

In 1835 they put their seines together near Point Judith, and they
caught fish by thousands; they have never been so plenty here since.

In one trap there were 20,000 small bass caught in one season; they
were sold at 25 cents a dozen. We used to catch them weighing from
two to four pounds; now we don’t get any of that size. At one time I
caught bass for a week that weighed from twenty to sixty pounds; then
there was a seine put in, and they started off.

Mr. MAcy:

I have seen 2,000 pounds caught here in a day. George Mason sold
what he caught in one day for $22.

Mr. SMITH :

Seven years ago the 28th day of June, I sold fifty-six dollars’ worth,
that I caught before 6 o’clock in the morning; I got eight cents a pound
for them.

GEORGE CRABB:

I do not average more than two dollars a day, fishing. The greatest
cateh in one day this year was 206 pounds ; I have not canght over 200
pounds a day but twice this year—once 201 and once 206. They were
extraordinary days, and I fished from 3 to 4 o’clock in the morning till
6 o'clock in the afternoon. If I had fished as long a few years ago, I
should have got more than my boat would carry., I have loaded my
boat with sea-bass, but I cannot get any now; Ithink myaverage catch
has been about sixty pounds a day, during this season. The season is
best about four months. I used to catch blue-fish ; this year 1 have not
caught any.

Mr. SMI1TH :

I have caught twenty-four blue-fish with a hook and line; they are
not worth fishing for.

Mr. C. H. BURDICK :

Four years ago last May I went off fishing, and caught 63 blue-fish in
one school; thdt night my brother-in-law, who had a seine in Codding-
ton’s (;ove, caught over five thousand pounds. The school went 11ght
up the river, and they caught them.

Mr. MACY:

‘When I first came here, there would be thirty or forty sail of smacks
here for fish. There has been a great falling off until this year, when
there are scarcely any., About all the fish caught here have been
shipped from the steamboat wharf.
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Mr. RECORD: ,

Mr.¥Swan’s father told me that at the beginning of the present cen-
tury scup were a new fish.

Extract from correspondence with parties near Newport.

“NEWPORT, R. I, August 4, 1871.

‘ About the 10th of October, in the year 1869, Captain Joseph Sher-
man and William B. Gough in three Lhours’ fishing caught 250 pounds of
tautog and 40 pounds of cod and sea-bass. Another boat occupied
the same ground the same day, and caught 250 pounds tautog—two
men fishing.

“WM. B. GOUGH.”

“ NEWPORT, August, 1871,
“DEAR SIR: Thinking you might wish to verify, or inquire more into
the matter while heve, I send you the statement of Captain Garritt, of
Westerly, Rhode Island. He has known bass caught in June that
weighed from half to one pound, that were first put into a pond, and, when
taken out in October following, weighed six poands. A Doy living with
him caught, at the mouth of a bmall brook, two miles above the fishing-
ground on Pawcatuck River, a female tautog weighing about 5 pouuds
It was very full of tar-developed spawn. HQ thinks the spawn would
weigh a pound. The water where taken was not over one foot deep.
He also states that the light-house keeper, (not the present,) Mr. Pendle-
ton, lost a bob fishing for bass at Watch Hlll that was taken next day
with the fish in Long Island Sound. It was ‘dentified and returned to
him.
¢ Yours, with respect,
“J. M. K. SOUTHWICK.
“Professor BAIRD.”

¢ TIVERTON, August 11, 1871.

“DEAR SIR: I have beeu informed that you are collecting 1nf01 mation
about fish for the purpose of guiding Congress, if they see ﬁt to take up
the question. If so, I should like to submit some facts to you about
their increase, decrease, &c., that have come under my observation.

“This question is important, for it affects a large number of people,
and there are large sums of money invested, and hasty legislation npon
one-sided facts might ruin men, and all trouble might be averted pro-
vided the proper facts were presented.

“ My opinion is that man is not an enemy of a salt-water fish. I mean
by that statement that all machinery yet devised by man for taking fish
does not perceptibly affect the supply, although there are many facts
about fish, looked at superficially, that would tend to lead a man to a
different conclusion. TFor instance, scup have disappeared from Narra-
gangett Bay. Some say seines have been the cause, or traps. But
squeteague have taken their place, and where, ten years ago, there were
millions of scup, now there are almost none, but millions of squeteague.
How does that square? If the traps destroy one, why not the other, for
they both come the same course and both are caught in traps. But the
most significant fact in relation to the squeteague question is, they don’t
come few at a time and gradually increase from year to year, but sud-
denly appear. Hundreds of acres could be seen any clear day between
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Point Judith and Providence; and the same unexplained cause can be
shown by facts of every fish that inhabit our waters. For ten years
there have not been blue crabs about here. This year the water was alive
with them about as large as a three cent piece, and probably in a year
or two they will be as thick as they used to be when you could catch
easy three bushels at a tide. Ten years ago there were twenty square
miles of blue muscles off Hyannis. In a few years they disappeared.

“Tell me where I cau see you, and I will come and talk with you. 1
should like for you to come to Round Pond, Maine, and I would see that
you were shown this fish question as you ought to see it, by going among
the fishermen and observing its practical workings, I would furnish
you every facility, and I think you would like it. I shall be in New
Bedford within a fortnight, and if you are to be in that vicinity, let me
know, ana 1 will find you if my business will let me.

“ Write me, and send your letter to Round Pond, Muine.

“Yours,
“DAVID T. CHURCH,
“ Professor BAIRD.”

NAUSHON ISLAND, VINEYARD SOUND,
August 23, 1871,

Testimony of PETER DAVIS, of Noank, who has two pounds in Buz-
zard’s Bay, on the northwest side of ‘\aushon

I have been here all the spring; got in about the first of M.w or last
of April. A few scup were here then. They caught them westward of
us before we put down. I think most of the scup had gone by on the
1st of May; they were the first fish we caught.

My idea about fish striking the shore is, that they strike in square
from deep water when they find the water of a certain temperature.
They run close to the shore, and, if the shore rises gradually, they will
come in very close fo it, into very shoal water. We have caught plenty
of small scup, and they are plenty now. They are five or six inches
long. We first caught these small ones about the last of June; none of
them earlier than that, We get very tew big scup now. I have made
up my mind this year that scup grow pretty fast. I think a year-old
scup weighs about three-quarters of a pound. We get some that don't
weigh over half a pound that I think were spawned this spring.

I have fished at Montauk five or six years. We have caught a few
stingarees here, but do not catch many now ; it is late in the season for
them, I think. We used to get them up at Montauk until the last of
July and into Augunst. I do not recollect but three kinds of stingarees
caught here. We are not paying expenses now. We got some mack-
erel early, and we get a few squeteague. Blue-fish have been more plenty
this year than last., They are a very uncertain fish, anyway. They are
somewhere, of course, but they don’t show themselves all the time. I
don’t think there is any greater variety of sharks and rays at Montauk
than here. 'We used to get a silver-fish there that weighed forty pounds.
The scales were two and one-half inches, and looked as if they had
been plated. 'The fish was shaped a good deal like the salmon. They
had a curious-shaped mouth, that seemed to have a joint in it, where
the lower jaw slid into the upper one* Squeteague eat scup either in
or out of the pounds; they are as voracious as Dblue-fish. We get for

* Prohably Megalops thrissoides.
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blue-fish about five cents a pound ; but we make the most on squeteague.
We have taken 10,000 pounds of squeteague this year; we took 6,000
pounds at one haul in the middle of June. That was nearly the first
run. The biggest squeteague we have caught, I think, would weigh
ten pounds. A nortl wind .or northeasterly wind is the best for fish
here.

REUBEN DYER, at Mr. Forbes’s farm, west end of Naushon:

We caught two or three scup a day; not so many this year as last.
There are more little scap around the wharves near New Bedford than
there are here. Squeteague are not more than half as plenty about
here this year as last. We catelh them up at Quick’s Hole. When
fishing for tautog, once in a while we would catch one. We use men-
haden as bait for squeteagne. Most are caught after dark. We used
to catch a good many blue-fish at the bottom. All fish are scarcer this
yvear than last. There have not been any blue-fish around this year,
except very small ones. I have seen, formerly, this hole (Robinson’s
Hole} all alive with blue-fish.

Scup began to get scarce about lere seven or eight years ago. The
decrease was not sndden, but gradual. I cannot say it was the traps,
exactly. I think the blue-fish destroy a great many fish; they eat up
the little fish.

The men who have pounds here caught a few mackerel the first part
of the season. They do not catech many Spanish mackerel ; but a few
bonito. 1 do not think shore-seines destroy the fish much; but some
kinds of fish are destroyed by traps.

SYLVANUS WESTGATE, at Robinson’s Hole :

I am out on & secining-cruise. 1 have a net of about sixty fathoms., I
am not doing much now ; catch seme blue-fish and bass. I generally
haunl at night. T think I should not cateh anything in the day-time. I
have not caught a hundred scup in five years with the seine. I havenot
caught any bass this year that weighed over twenty pounds. I dow’t
think they are half as plenty as last year; there is no kind of fish as
plenty, unless it is menhaden.

Mr. DYER. I have caught three sea-bass this year. A few years ago
I could go out and catch fitty or sixty.

Mr. WEsTGATE. I think the traps destroy the fish; I don’t think the
seines do much hurt. We have seined ever since we were born; but a
trap is a stationary thing, and if a fish is going by he must go in.

Mr. DYER. They catch more than they can sell in the traps. The
pockets are sometimes crowded, and a great many die. This spring
they could not get smacks to take the fish to New York fast enough.

Mr. WESTGATE, They need not try to stop trapping; they will run
themselves out pretty soon.

Mr. DYER. The fish taken at the pound here are not worth $25 a day.
Last year a man hired the privilege of the pound at Menemsha Bight,
and he sold 81,200 worth in a week., Squeteague are not halt as plenty
this year as last. The scup, sea-bass, and tautog, when they come in in
the spring, are full of spawn, ready to shoot. They have ripe spawn in
them when they come into the pounds. I had some and dressed them,
and found spawn in them so ripe you could not take out the spawn whole.

Mr., WESTGATE. I think blue-fish and squeteague kill about as many
fish as pounds. A blue-fish will kill twice his weight in a day. A blue-

S, Mis. 61—3
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fish will go wherever scup can go, and they feed at the top more. They
feed at the bottom at night.

Mr. DYER. I can tell you just my opinion abouat traps. If they did
not catch the mother fish in the spring, when they come along the shores
to spawn, I don’t think they would destroy the fish a great deal. They
should not be allowed to put them down so early. 1 think they should
not be allowed to put them down before the 1st of June. By that time
the bottom fish have got through spawning.

Squetcague come about the 10th of June; they come from the west.
ward; they catch them at Long Island betore we do here.

Question. What wounld you say of the plan of allowing them to fish
at any season, but requiring them to draw up the net two or three days
in a week?

Answer. That would be a good idea.

Mr. WusTGATE. I do not think Spanish mackerel have been around
here many years; they were something new to me, and I had been fish-
ing twenty years.

Mr. DYER. I never saw a Spanish mackerel till this year.

Mr. WESTGATE. I never saw a bonito till two or three years ago; I
have not caught many this year. I think new fish are coming on to the
shores, and if it were not for the pounds we would have them plenty.

PASQUE [SLAND, VINEYARD SOUND,
Club-House, Pasque, August 23, 1871,

Prarvie C. HARMON, treasurer of the club, thought it a gross outrage
to have fish-pounds on the shore near. This pound was kept, he said,
by New London men. There wasa much larger capital employed
in pound-fishing than he had supposed—between five and six millions of
dollars. TFifty bass destroyed in the spring prevents a vast amount of
increase.

PETER BALEN, a member of the club, said e understood that
the trappers threw away, at one time, alarge number of dead black-
fish, (tautog.) There are not as many tautog as there used to be
by nearly one in twenty. There is a great dimination of the ground-
fish. The bass are more scarce. I think the traps interfere with them
very much. We had a law passed to prohibit drawing a seine on this
island ; but they draw a net every night, and if I were to go and try
to stop them, they wouald insult me. T am persuaded the trappers do
not make any money for themselves, and they perfectly clear the whole
coast of fish, I think the great evil of the traps is, that they cateh the
fish in spring before they have spawned. I do not think the blue-fish
diminish the other kinds of fish that I spoke of. They generally follow
the menhaden.

Mr. HarwoN. The blue-fish have very materially diminished along
here within three years, to such an extent that when fishing off our
stands we do not take more than two or three in a day. Out here
I have caught as many as sixty in a day by drailing for them.
Now we cannot cateh any. The blue-fish and bass accompany each
other, 1 think. The blue-fish chop up the menhaden, and the bass pick
up the pieces. I don’t think there is one blue-fish where there were fifty
a few years ago. ,

Mr. BALEN. Two, of us eaught twenty-eight bass once, weighing from
five to twenty pounds apiece.



PRESENT CONDITION OF THE FISHERIES. 35

TaoMAs E. TRIPLER, a member of the club, said he bhad been here
eight days, and had caught twenty-four bass, weighing from four to
twenty-nine pounds. I think they are more plenty than they were last
year.

'

MENEMSHA BIGHT, MARTHA’S VINEYARD,
IZAST OF GAY HEAD, VINEYARD SOUND,
September 22, 1871,

JASON LUoE & Co., (the company consists of Jason Luce and Brother,
Mr. Tilton, and two other men :)

Blue-fish are quite plenty near Noman’s Land as late as November.

We find little fish in the stomachs of blue-fish ; we have taken out
small seup. I took forty-two scup about two inches long out of the
stomach of one Dblue-fish, a year ago this summer, out at the eastward
of Edgartown. The blue-fish weighed about three and a half pounds.
Besides the forty-two that I counted, there were some so far gone that
they could not be counted.

Menhaden average from 225 to 240 in a barrel. We caught this year
2,000 barrels, or about 470,000 menhaden. We caught over 100,000
mackerel ; not so many as last year., We began fishing about the 12th
of April, and caught alewives first. We caught about 100,000 dog-fish
this year. Allfish were earlier than usual this year. Mackerel generally
come from the 5th to the 10th of May, though we get some scattering
ones carlier. Menhaden come next. Tautog come early, with the her-
ring. We catch shad the last days of April. When we see blue-fish,
we conclude the spring fishing is at an end. We generally catch them
about the middle of June, going west. We sece acres of them schooling
off here. They are over in the Bay ten days earlier than here. Some
come into the Sound through Quick’s Hole. Menhaden are taken in
the Bay before we see any here. We catch scup here just about the time
they do at Saughkonet. I think a part of them come in by way of Saugh-
konet, and a part by Gay Head. Secup are around Noman’s Land, and
are caught there with the hook. We have noticed a good many young
scup this year ; never saw them so before. This is the third season we
have fished in the summer and fall, but this is a new thing to see so
many young scup. I was up in Connecticut last week, and they told me
the young scup were numerous there. The scup we take in the pound
are spawning fish. We take them weighing from one and a half to two
pounds, Many will not weigh over half & pound. We catch more of
that size than of the large size. I have dressed scup that were not very
large which had the red-roe in them, which we callripe. I think wefind
spawn about as often in the medinm-sized fish as any.

‘We have every opportunity of knowing what fish eat, and about their
spawn, because we handle a great many. We can squeeze young ones
out of a dog-fish any month in the year. Last year we caught a drum.
‘We caught two salmon this year. We cateh what they call sea-trout—
not more than three or four in a season. We catch the salmon in May.
We catch afew blue-fish, squeteague, and skip-jack, or bonito. We have
caught 150 albicore at a time.* We have caught as many as 500 this
year. ‘They bring six cents a pound. We catch lump-fish in the season
of all sizes, up to twenty inches long. They are as apt to get the first
scup at Lombard’s Cove as we are here.

* Orcynus thynnus.
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1 suppose we cateh more fish in our two pounds than are caught in all
the other pounds in the Sound put together. We think this is because
we are 50 near theocean. When both pounds are in operation, we catch
more fish in the eastern one. ILater in the season we see schools of fish
coming frow the west.

We can judge something of the way fish are going by those that are
gilled in the leaders. We have caught the conger-eel in the spring.
They are a spotted fish, and have considerably large holes in the side of
the mouth. We catch many of them every year. We catch the true
cat-fish also every year.

-Question. What would you reunt your pound for by the month and
man it—five hundred dollars ?

Answer. If you would say five thousand dollars a month, we might
talk about it.

Before we came here with our traps, the herring had begun to diminish
up in Squib-Nocket Pond. But last year they could cateh as many as
they wanted—from five to ten thousand at a time.

Last year and the year before they caught more than they had in any
year for thirty years. Scup began to diminish long before we put down
pounds here. Suminer trapping -would not pay without the spring
trapping. I have dressed tautog in the month of August chock-full of
spawn.

Question. Would it suit you to propose to close the pounds for a cer-
tain time in each week; say from Saturday noon until Monday noon;
and make the law immperative on all the pounds, so that no fish should
be taken during that time by anybody; and with such penalties that it
will be absolutely certain that the law will be enforced ¥

Answer. That would suit us better than to be stopped entirely. We
would like that, of course, if we could not do any better.

Question. What wounld be the best way to prevent fish from going in
the pounds?

Answer. Close the door; and if they went into the heart, they would
pass right under.

We make a good deal of money on mackerel; and it is no worse for
us to catch mackerel than for the mackerel-catchers. The money that
we make on tautog and scup is a mere trile. We make money on the
fish that nobody pretends to catch with the hook. We have been in
the pound business about ten years, and I do not see any diminution of
fish of any kind. Mackerel last year were plenty with us.

There should be a pretty heavy penalty, in order to carry the thing
through ; and it ought to be so.

Question. What should be the nature of the penalty ?

Auswer. I should say put it pretty heavy, for we should obey the law.,

Question. How much ¢

Answer. [All present agreed that $1,000 was not too much.]

Question. Would you advise a fine and configeation of the equip-
ment ?

Answer. Yes, sir; that is a good idea.

Question. What would you think of requiring a license, in order to
put down a pound?

Answer, I should like that very well.

Question. How far apart should the pounds be of $wo different par-
ties ?

Answer. About a mile.

Question. Would you say that, when a license to place a pound in
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any given locality was granted, that there should be no change of loca-
tion without a new license?

Answer. There should be no change to any great extent. It is not
a common thing to change a pound from one point to another.

I think we should fare better to have the United States control the
business than to have the State do it. We want all to be served alike
in the fishing business, as well as other things. If we cannot fish, we
don’t want our neighbors to fish. If we could have our rights secured
to us by a license, it would be better for us.

[All agreed that if it was a uniform thing to have the time of fishing
restricted, it might be quite as well.]

Boston is the market for mackerel. We catch a great deal of bait to
supply the cod and mackerel fishermen. We don’t catch the kind of
fish that the people are contending for after the 1st of June.

‘We never hauled our trap on Sun'day, and are not disposed to do it;
if the fish come in then, well and good. We have caught but few
striped bass; perhaps sixty or seventy.

One of our leaders is 216 fathoms and the other 225.

About one hundred and fifty barrels of scup in a day is as many as
we have caught this year. ’

Last year, on the 28th of September, mackerel were more plenty in
this bight than we ever saw them. Our traps were not down then; we
have never fished so late as that. But we propose-to keep our traps
down this year till the end of the season.* The fall mackerel are small.
In the spring they are larger, and we get all the way from two to eight-
een cents apiece for them,

The bill-fish, as distinct from the sword-fish, is found near here. The
sword is smaller ; the fin does not hook over like that of the sword-fish,
but goes straight up; but not so high as the fin of the sword-fish. The
sword is not so flat. There is a good deal of difference in the eating.
You can see any quantity of them sometimes; but they are shy.

EDGARTOWYN, MARTHA’S VINEYARD,
September 27, 1871.

This evening there were present at an examination of the subject of
fisheries the following-named persons, who are employed in fishing, but
who have formerly been commanders of ships, and several of them
captains of whale-ships: Captain Francis Pease, Captain Charles Mar-
chant, Captain Alexander P. Fisher, Captain Gustavus A. Baylies,
Captain Joshua H. Snow, Captain Theodore Wimpenny, Captain Rufus F.
Pease, Captain Thomas C. Worth, Captain Thomas Dexter, Captain
John P, Fisher, Captain George Coftin, Captain Josiak C. Pease, Captain
Leonard Courtney, Captain George A. Smith, Captain Richard Holley,
Captain Grafton N. Collins, Charles I. Dunham, esq., Dennis Courtney, -
Henry B. Huxford, William Simpson, Holmes W. Smith, John Vinson,
Thomas Dunhain,

The persons who principally spoke for the others were Captain Francis
Pease, Captain Rutus F. Pease, Captain Josiah C. Pease, and Captain
George Coffin. .

* They were kept down into October, but no mackerel were taken.—8. F, B.
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Captain Francrs PeAsE. TFish are getting a great deal scarcer than
they used to be. A few years ago you could sit on the end of the
wharf and cateh fish enough before breakfast for a family. Any boy or
old gentleman could do it. Now they are gone. The scarcity com-
menced when they began to put down the pounds. There used to be
scup and tautog all through the harbor here very plenty, but now we can
scarcely get any that are eatable; we have to go out of the Sound.
Every year we have to go farther out.

I do most of my fishing outside. I have not noticed the harbor as
much as the other fishermen, and do not know about there being young
scup here, though there always are some. 1 was on the whart fishing
for cunners and T got two or three little scup. i

There are no traps on the island this side of Holmes’s Hole. Up at
Menemsha they canght up so many fish that they could not dispose of
them. We do not get blue-fish as plenty as we used to. There are a
good many caught with seines. The boatmen think they have not done
as well this year as before. Most of the fish caught hiere are shipped to
New Bedford and New York. There are some thirty-five boats that are
sending off fish. Vessels come in and take them—four or five of them.
The majority of the boatmen sell to the vessels. The latest that I have
kunown blue-fish to be caught was the last of October; but those are
what we call the fat ones, weighing from ten to fifteen pounds apiece.
We don’t cateh many of them, and those we want ourselves. Most of
them are caught over at the island of Muskeget. I think the blue-fish
spawn at the south. They are a warm-weather fish; the least cold will
send them off into decp water.

Captain JostaHC. PEASE. We calculate that the blue-fish spawn here
about the last of July and first of August. I have seen them when I
think they were spawning on the sands. I have caught them a short
time before full of spawn, and then for a time afterward they would be
thin and weak. They do not get much fat about thew till the last of
August or first of September. They spawn on white, sandy bottom,
right out to the eastward of this island, toward Muskeget. I. have
seen them there in considerable nwmbers formerly. All kiuds of fish
are scarcer now than they used to be. A few years ago we could get
any quantity of them.

Question. What has made them scarce; has there been any disease
among them ?

Answer. Yes, sir. The disease is twine, I think. Tishing never killed
out the fish. '

When I was a boy we ceuld catch as many seup right off the wharves
as we wanted. I do not think there are as many fish caught with the
hook and line as there used to be. We would catch them it we could
get a chance.

It is only about twelve years sinece fish have been shipped in large
quantities. Before that the market was nearer home, and no fish
;aught with the hook and line were shipped. Bass were so plenty
in those days that we could not get morc than three or four cents a
pound for them ; now they are worth ten or twelve cents. I recollect
seeing one man, when I was a boy, haul up three thousand, that he
allowed to lie and rot. Our boais could then get one hundred in a day
quite frequently ; large bass, too.

Question. But bass are not caught in the pounds, are they?

Answer. They are a cunning fish, and know enough not to go into
the pounds after they have been in oue once.
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I do not know where the striped bass spawn. I have never seen any
very young; none two or three inches long.

I never saw a young squeteague.

T have seen plenty of young rock-bass not more than two inches long.

The striped bass go up into the ponds and among the ecl-grass, I
suppose. ‘

Question. Don’t you think the blue-fish have something to do with
making other fish scarce ?

Answer. No. There have always been bluefish. For thirty years
they have been plenty.

Captain Rurus F. PEASE. Blue-fish came in here before 1830. I
recollect of hearing the old folks talk about bluefish., I caught them
before I went to sea, in 1824,

Captain Gro. CoFFIN. I canght enough to load a boat in 1825. They
were s0 plenty, I caught them just as fast as I could haul them in.

Captain FraNcis PEASE. I have heard my father speak of the large
blue-fish, weighing forty pounds. [ think that mnst have been before
the beginning of this century. They were all gone long before my day.
The first that I recollect were small fish. The large blue-fish are not as
active as the smaller ones. T think the blue-fish that are around in the
summer, weighing five or six pounds, are the same as we catch now,
which are large and fat.

Captain RUrus F. PEASE, Blue-fish are growing plenty now away
down toward Nova Scotia, and are growing less year by year here.
The mischief of the pounds is, they keep the price down, and they can-
not sell their own fish. 1 think they injure every man; I can see in the
last ten years a great change.

Question. Why are fish so dear at retail ?

Answer. That is all owing to the market-men, who have a compact
among themselves that they will not sell below a certain price.

Captain Francis PrasE. It makes no difference with us whether
fish are high or low; they will not give us but about a cent a pound,
while at the same time they keep their agreement not to sell for less
than eight cents.

There were as many as twenty-five boats from the bluffs around bere
this year, driving off the fish from the shoals. They are not fishing-
boats; but they come with a crowd of sail on, and they {righten the
fish.

If fish were not caught any faster than they are taken with a hook
and line, they would be plenty.

Captain JostaH C. PEASE. The pounds take all the breeding-fish
that come into the shores. I saw in New Bedford, the first of May,
large scup, full of spawn, and rock-bass. They were taken in the
pounds, and could not have been caught with lines; it was too early.

Captain R. F. PeAsk. They had so many tautog taken at Wood’s Hole
at one time that the net sunk and the fish died, and they had to turn
thenm on the shore. They were chuck-full of spawn; large breeders in
there, looking for a place to deposit their spawn.

Captain Josiam C. PEASE, Some of the farmers will have a pound,
and go to it in the morning, and take out the fish and ship them, and then
go to work or their farms. They do not follow fishing for a living.

Captain R. F. PeAsg. The law ought to be uniform. One reason
why the pounds were not stopped by the legislature of Massachusetts
was, that the Provincetown people made a statement that they counld
not fit out their vessels with bait, unless they had pounds to catch it for
them.
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Question. Could they ?

Answer. How did they do it before? They had the same facilities
then as now. They used to send to Nova Scotia for bait; now they
use only herring and menhaden for bait. Menhaden are getting scarce.
This harbor used to be full when I was a boy; but it is a rare thing
to find any here now, because they are caught up. They don’t catch
them at Saughkonet Rocks, as they used to. If they keep on catching
them up as they have done, we shall have to send to California to get a
mess of fish.© We have had bonito here this year, and there have been
more squeteague about this year than before.

Captain FraNcrs PEAsE. When I was a boy, we used to catch sque-
teague very plenty. You cannot go off here now and get fresh fish
enough for dinner and get back in time to cook it. You will soon have
to go to New Bedford to get fresh fish. I used to go out at this time of
the year and catch half a barrel, in a short time, of big pond-scup
eight inches long.

Captain R. F. PEAsE. Round Muskeget we used to do well catching
the large blue-fish and bass, but now we cannot get any fish there. I
am down dead against any fishing except with hook and line. A man
who is rich can sweep the shore with nets, but a poor man, with his
boat, cannot get any fish. The big fish eat up the little ones!

Captain J. O. PEASE. I think five hundred pounds is the highest
amount [ have ever caught this year in a day. Four years ago I caught
1,472 pounds in a day. 1 used to go three or four years ago and get
250, 275, and 280 fish in a day, but now it is hard work to get a hun-
dred. They have been decreasing gradually every year for four or five
years. Last year there was a great fall from the year before. I know
there is nobody who goes over more ground for blue-fish than I do. I
caught the first blue-fish this year the 29th day of May. Sometimes I
get thein as early as the 25th of May. Wae generally catch a few of the
first when we are fishing for codfish at the bottom. We catch codfish
till the last of May. We do not see them at all on the top of the water
when they first come. We begin to see their whirls on the water about
middle of October. I have caught them as late as the first of Novem-
ber. ' I have caught blue-fish that weighed thirteen or fourteen pounds,
Blue-fish 1iow are our main stay. If I could have my choice of the fish
to be plenty, I would choose sea-bass. Scup are too small, unless they
are very plenty ; indeed, you could not make any wages catching them.
I would like to have a law prohibiting the use of pounds and seines for
ten years. Is not that fair? They have had a chance for ten years,
and a few are monopolizing the whole fishing,

Question. What fish would be materially affected by seining besides
bass ?

Answer. As quick as frost comes, the bass go out into the rips, and
we can cateh them with hook and line. They follow the small fish out
of the shallow water. The cold weather drives the little fish out, and
the Dass follow them. We never catch in the saummer, in July and
August. Last year, one day, I saw an immense number of blue-fish
down beyond Cape Pogue. It was quite calm, and I could not catch
one. There was a seine set there that afternoon, and hauled ashore
about three hundred. That night a gill-net was set, and next day youn
could not see a fish. They were all frightened away. That was some
time in June, I think.

Question. Would not they have gone off any way?
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Answer. No, sir; you would see them month in and month out, if not
disturbed.

Question. What do blue-fish eat ? .

Answer. They will eat everything that is living, We have a great
many launces that they eat. They take young scup and squid. They
eat a good many eels, too, and anything they can get hold of. [The
general opinion was that blue-fish do not often eat eels.] The blue-fish
eats off the tail of the eel.

Captain R. F. PEASE. You may go to work and dress 1,500 blue-fish,
and Lll bet you won’t find an eel in any of them. There is a time when,
I think, they are spawning, when they will not bite at all, and they have
not anything in them but we gener dlly find them pretty full. Eight
or nine years ago, any laboring man could go down to the wharf and geg
as many scup as he wanted for breakfast, and then go to his day’s work.
They were good-sized scup; but now, if we get any, they are not fit to
eat. Fourteen years ago, iy could nnl\e more money catching blue-fish
at a cent and a quamter a pound than I ean now for three centn Icould
sell them at three-fourths of a cent or a cent a pound, and make good
wages at that. The vessels that come here now in the first part of the
season offer two cents a pound.

- NANTUCKET, July 18, 1871.

Testimony taken at Nantucket, July 18, 1871, being made up of state-
ments by several persons engaged in fishing eithier with lines or nets of
different kinds, Captain C. B. Gardner, S)lvauus Andrews, John G.
Orpin, and Captain Winslow being the punclpdl fishers with hnes, and
Mr. Snow, Gershom Phinney, William O, Marden, and Mr. Chapin using
nets, the last two using hooks and, lines also:

The testimony of those using hooks and lines only was substantially
as follows:

Boat-fishing is nothing now. Blue-fish are not more than half as
plenty as five years ago. They were not as plenty five years ago as
they were ten years ago. They grew less after the use of seines and
gill-nets began. That broke up the schools of fish that used to go
around the island two or three tiines a day. Forty vears ago the blue-
fish were very small, about ten in¢hes long. They were not here before
that. Year by year they became larger, and in about three years
obtained their full size. Up to this time bLlue-tish are secarcer on both
sides of the island than they were last year, though early in the season
they were more plenty.

The average catch up to this time has been less this year than last;
but more have been taken, because there have been more nets.  Fifty
nets, probably, have been added this year, generally on the north side.
These are visited every morning. They are from thirty to forty tathoms
long. They will gill a blue-fish that weighs two pounds.  Up to w ithin
a fuv years you could go with a boat anvwhu‘e in this bharbor and get
as many blue-fish as you wanted. Now they are driven out by the nets.
They used to have spawn in themn, but they don’t now.

Mr. S8yow, who uses seines or gill-nets, said :

The 29th of May we caught the first blue-fish. We don’t catch them
as early with the hook as in seines. They came here late this season,
About a hundred a day is a good catch this season. They weigh about
8ix or seven pounds. In September we catch them weighing twelve to
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tifteen pounds, getting twelve out of a hundred of that size. That is
when they arve passing back. We have caught some in the nets this
spring that weighed ten pounds. We can catch blue-fish steadily
throunghout the summer; generally get some every day while they
are here.  When we get two tides a day we get more fish. They come
in on the flood, and we take them when they are going out. We inva-
riably cateh them on the ebb. [It was here explained that the nets ave
set parallel to the shore.] The bait comes in-shore nights, and, 1 pre-
sume, they follow it in. They feed on berring and such like. They will
eat all the scup they can get.

{The line-fishermen denied this statement, generally agreeing that
they never find any pieces of scup in the blue-fish.]

Mr. Sxow. I have seen hundreds and thousands of little senp in them.
They will pick up a erab, and when they cannot get anything else they
will eat sand-squibs. T have found shell-fish in them that the\ pick up
from the botfom. On the line-fishing grounds the blue fish do not eat
scup, because they have spurs on them

[Tt was generally agreed that they will eat small scup, and tlmt they
would duive away thb seup, that run for protection into the eel-grass.]

Mr. Anprews. I think a large one would not run away.

Mr. Snow. I have seeu the LLI‘”th scup in them, and even blue-fish
in blue-fish. I don’t think they waste any fish they cateh.

Mr. WinsLow. Nine-tenths of the blue-fish bave no seup in them;
but most of them have menhaden in4hem. There are no blue-fish here in
the winter. They come about the 1st of June. I think there are fewer
in the harbor this year than heretofore.

Mr. Sxow. We have probably two this year to one last year.

Mr. WixsLow. We do not catch so many with the hook.

Mr. Svow. We get some every day, but not so plenty as for a time

‘back.

Question. How do you explain that there are three times as many in
the seines and less eaught with hooks?

Mr. WinsLow. Those caught in the seines are small.

Mr. Snow. We get as great a proportion of large ones as we did last
year. 1 think Dlue-fish are more plenty in nets than last year.

Mr. ANDREWS. That is my explanation, too—because the nets have
destroyed the hook-fishing.

Mr. WinsLow. We used to get from two to three hundred bluc-ﬁsh
in a day through the season.

Question. }Lwe the select-men given permission to put down traps?

Mr. Macy. They bave not refused any.

Mr. 8yow. The pounds did not do well last year, becanse they were
not rigged right. T never fished with a pound, and don’t know any-
thing about them, Fishing with pounds is much more expensive than
with set or gill nets. It would cost $6,000 to put down a pound at
Great Poiut. I do not think there are more than twice as many gill or
dritt nets this year as last. There are about fifty gill-nets out bdmwmn
to the people of Nautucket, and some fifteen or twenty to others, (111 on
tlre north side of the island, They are twenty-five to fifty fathoms long,
and from thirty to fifty meshes wide. The size of the mesh js from four
and one-fourth to four and one-half inches, No. 15 or No. 16 thread.
We get the largest blue-fish in the fall. The biggest one I ever heard
of weighed twenty-five pounds. I have seen two tish that weighed forty
pouuds, one weighing eighteen and the other twenty-two.

GErSHOM FINNEY, I think blue-fish are more plent3 this year than
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they were last; they are very numerous this year. I think the large
fish are more plenty, as well as the small.

Mr. ANDREWS. We don’t catch any on the north side with hooks.

Mr. Macy. I went out with & party and got forty, a week ago. 1
know that the fishermen generally say they get fewer on the north side.

Mr. Sxow. I think more fish would have been caught with the hook
and line if the price had been such as to suit the people.

Mr. WixsLow. I have been up six or seven times, and have aver-
aged, I think, two each time. I think we should have averaged more
than that two years ago; perhaps not last year.

Mr. PHINNEY. I dov’t know where the Llue-fish spawn; we see their
young ones here. I have seen them alongside the whart, about four
inches long, a little later than the middle of July. They would catch
the little launces and drive them about. The first school that comes is
generally the largest.

Mr. Sxow. I caught the first blue-fish about the 22d of May.

Mr. PHINNEY said the 1st of June.

Mr. WiLriam C. MArRDEN and Mr. CHAPIN fish at Great Point. They
fish some with nets and some with hooks. Blue-fish are wmore plenty
than lust year, at Great Point, by one-third. We were there last year,
from April till about the middle of October, and we never got so many
on the lines during the whole season as we have up to this time this
year, fishing with the same apparatus.

Mr. ANDREWS. On the south side we have not caught so many, up to
the present time, as last year.

Mr. Puixxey. I think they came rather earlier this year than last.

Mr. MARDEN. We got them at Great Point about the 11th of June,
first.

Mz, Sxow. We are southwest of Great Point. They always come
earlier to the west, on the front side of the island, than eastward. As
a rule there are larger fish outside. Sometimes they come in schools,
sorted by sizes, and sometimes all mixed up.

[All the gentlemen agreed that they ecould not tell anything definite
about the spawning of blue-fish. Some would spawn when they first
came. Mr. Snow had caught them with spawn in them, the last of
July. Mr. Andrews had seen them with spawn in them as late as the
last of August.]

Mr. Sxow thought scup more plenty this year than last, at Long Hill.

Mr. ANDREWS said the whole place where they were canght was not
larger than the room in which they were then sitting; and that was the
only place where they can be caught, about a few rocks.

Mz, Macy., They are very particular about their ranges. When one
gets the range of them exactly they can be caught in plenty there, We
caught 150 there, the other day, one of which would weigh probably
two pounds. DBut most of them would weigh not more than half or
three-quarters of a pound. Last year it was almost impossible to get
scup. We paid five and six cents right along to get even small scup.

My, Sxow. Last year, in September, we had a heavy gale, and after
that, for three days, we had scup. I dow’t know where they came from.
Generally they were on the in-shore side of the net. I think they are
more plenty this year than last. Crow-fish, (black-bass,) generally so
called about here, are more plenty, as well as tautog.

Mr. SNow had seen no young scup three or four inches long. He had
seen, that day aud the day before, some about an inch long.

Captain BURGESS, an old fisherman, in response to a question about
the use of nets, said: If it was expeeted that he should say gill-nets
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made fish more plenty, such an answer could not be drawn from him
very easily. Of the summer fish, the blue-fish and scup are the prinei-
pal to be relied upon. Very few tantog are caught here. Blue-fish are
searcer, as a ubiform thing, on the north side of the island thaun they
have been. I fish on the north side of the island, from Great Point to
Muskegot.

Mr. PuinNEY. I have seen more fish this year than in any two years
before, ,

Mr. CraPIN. There have been more than twice as many fish in the
bay this year as there were last.

Mr. PrINNEY, L think they swim very low this year.

Mr. Syow. I catch them lower than usual. Ithink they are after the
bottom bait.

Mr. PHINNEY. We find them with eels in them, and every thing that
lives at the bottom.

Mr. ANDREWS. [ fish both ways. Twenty vears ago we could catch
enough at the top.

Mr. Snow. Twenty years ago there were no nets belonging to Nan-
tucket people, but they came here from Cape Cod and fished.

Question. Might we say that, upon the whole, the blue-fish are more
plenty this year than last; but that, in consequence of their swimming
lower than usnal, they cannot be caught with hooks?

Mr. PHINNEY responded affirmatively, others not answering.

Mr. Burasss. I should like to see some one go from Tuckernuck to
the Point and get ten fish a day; whereas ten years ago you might get
a hundred. I don’t know the cause of the decrease; I think it is the
nets. I have seen acres and acres along Great Point, but they would
not bite.

Mr. ANDREWS. T think that is about the time they are spawning. I
have seen them when they would not take the hook anyhow, perhaps
for an hour, and then they would bite.

Mr. PHINNEY. We find plenty of spawn in the blue-fish this year;
but not so many as we did at first; about the 10th of June we found it
most plenty. We find now more males, generally, than females.

Mr. BurcEss. The roe of the female is yellow; that of the male is
white. I do not know where blue-fish spawn; I never saw any of the
.eggs floating on the water. 1 think the females deposit their spawn,
and then the male deposits his on top of it. I am very muech opposed
to nets of all kinds; I think they are a general loss and disadvantage.

Mr. Sxow. I don’t know what the fish are going to bring this yvear.
Last year they sold for about $8 and 810 a barrel. T do not send any
fresh fish, but salt them. We send the salted blue-fish to New York
and Baltimore. A barrel holds 200 pounds, which would make them
worth about four to five cents a pound.

Mr. BurRGEsS. I think the scup, on the whole, are more plenty this
year than last, but they are small ; we do not get large ones, as we used
to. The small ones are just as full of spawn. We find scup, not more
than two or three inches long, with spawn in them. It appears to be
perfect. Blue-fish a foot long will spawn. I got some to-day that I
think were a foot long, and they had spawn in them. I think it is
wrong to this whole community to have pounds.

Mr. SNow. I think the blue-fish have used up the bait, and are going
away to seek it. There used to be herring and menhaden plenty, but
they are gone now. We do not find as many menhaden and herring in
the blue-fish as we did in June.
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Mr. ANDREWS. There has been more bait passing this island this
year than for a long time.

Mr.. BurGEss. The menbaden come in the spring, and then again in
June, and pass by and go into deeper water, where it is cooler, and
come back in the tall,

Mr. PaNNEY. There have been more mackerel here this year than last.
There has been only one net for them. This was a special net, smaller than
the blue-fish net. There have been more schools in the bay this year
than last—large mackerel, that wounld be called large ¢threes.” They
were spawning when they went through. We never catech any small
mackerel in nets. Cod-fish are around here in the spring and fall.  They
are gone now. They spawn here in the fall. We find spawn in them
in October and November—rvery full; never, or very seldom, in the
spring.

Mr. Hormes had fished for cod on the Banks, and had found spawn
in them in July there; sometimes got a bucketful, in latitude 45°.
They do not appear to have any spawn in June, and we catch only a
few temale fish that have spawn in them. The Bank cod are a differ-
ent kind from the shore cod. No shore cod are found with spawn in
them except in the fall. I have seen a cod that weighed one hundred
pounds—imore than five feet long.

Mr. BuraEzss. We once caught, on the Georges, 1,100 fish in one day,
and they made 110 quintals of dried fish.

Mr. ANDREW thought cod as plenty as they had been. The shore
fish bring about twice as much as those from the Banks. Take them
right through, and they will not weigh four ponnds each. We have a
very large school here in the winter that will not average more than a
pound and a half apiece.

Pollock are very Dlenty here, but they do not bring much. They come
frowm the last of April to the first of June. They have no spawn in
them then. I do not know when they spawn.

Haddock spawn from the last of October to December.

Halibut are not caught much about here.

Squids are plenty ; they are not used. .

Dog-fish are caught; many use them. They are not around here
much at this time of the year.

Mr, BurcEss. The blue-fish were later than usual this year; Ithink
two weeks later.

Mr. SNow. We caught the first Llue-fish the 30th day of May.

JurLy 19.

SamvueL H, WixsLow, in 1870, June 17, went up about Tuckernuck
and caught130blue-fish ; on the18thof June eight nets were set there ; on
the 22d he went there fishing again, and got only one fish. The nets,
in his opinion, had driven them away, (to the devil, he said.) He thought
the nets were driving the fish from the island.

GEORGE WINsLOWw. Ten or fifteen years ago we could catch as many
scup as we wanted anywhere around in our harbor. They were around
the wharves; they are a salt.water fish altogether. Now we can catch
scarcely any ; it would not pay to go after them. It was so with bass.
Ten or fifteen years ago we could go out here and load a boat with bass
in a short time, weighing fifteen or twenty pounds. They commenced
seining ; and now it is very rare to eatch bass. Bass and scup are pretty
much used up; and the blue-fish are going out at about the same rate;
they are driving them away as fast as they can. Ihave caught 140 bar-
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rels in a season of blue-fish at Great Point. Then they commenced net-
ting in the bay with seine and weir and every way in which they capture
fish with nets. The second year after they commenced they had a net at
Great Point, and 1 could not get anything to pay at all.  Mr. Snow was
with me then, and he has had toleave it and sell his fish-house. 1 pre-
smme a man could not get ten barrels of blue-fish in a season now. The
unets alter the course of the fish. I think the nets use them upina
measure, and they drive them away. The blue-fish are not as plenty on
the rips anywhere outside ; they don’t begin tobe. I thinkabout four-
teen years ago they were the most plenty; then they commenced net-
ting, and they have fallen off. T have stood on the south shore and
loaded a cart in a short time, catching them over the surf; but now
you could not catch half a dozen in the same time.

The scup and striped-bass are used up alinost entirely. They went at
the scup on a larger scale. Tour or five years ago they comnmenced
seining sceap, to take them to the New York market. Our fish come from
the south ; and the scup and other fish, as the temperature of the water
becomes right, come in and go eastward. They seine them in almost any
depth up to eight or ten fathoms. They seined scup in the early spring, as
they wete passing. I have known as many as six hundred barrels seined
at one haul, by a man named Lamphear, up near Tuckernuck Island, and
he took them to New York. They were taken on the muscle-beds, at
any time in the season for them. I think the scup spawn with us,
because in July you begin to see small scup-—we did years ago, but
don’t now. Years ago old gentlemen used to go and sit on the wharf,
and in a short time catch a basketful; but one may sit there now from
morning till night and not get one. The Dblue-fish are not only scarce
but small. This same Mr. Snow has fished with me with a hook for
years, aud he was drawn away becanse he conld not cateh enough.

Most of our blue-fish are passing fish, and in 2 month they will be
down east of Cape Ann. Year by year they go away eastward further
and farther. There are no pounds on Nantucket; they do better with
gill-nets, and depend entirely on them,

Blue-fish are very destruetive to drag-nets. The reason fish are so
cheap is partly because they run in a great many from the provinces,
and blue-fish generally follow the mackerel in price, and there are still
many last year’s mackerel on hand. Where we used to catch five or
six hundred barrels of blue-fish in a season, off Great Point, we cannot
now cateh a barrel.  As soon as the harbor is strung with nets the
blue-fish leave. All fish have their homes, and a class of fish will make
Great Point Rip their howme it not driven away. The fish strike onr
shores to the westward, the herring coming first, then the mackerel,
the blue-fish, and scup, and all coast along down eastward.

Question, What remedy ought to be applied to make the fish more
plenty ?

Mr. Winspow. Take the seines out directly; I do not want a net in
the waters in any shape or form. If you want to save the fish, you
must take the nets out. Any man who has observed, will say that the
fish have depreciated very much in the last fifteen years.

The prineipal food of blue-fish generally is menhaden and squid.
They can get menhaden or mackerel all the season through. Sometimes
they will leave our shores for a few days and go off south of the island,
and when they come back they will be full of mackerel. I never saw
any cod-fish in them. They will eat flat-fish from the bottom. The
menhaden are very scarce now, and I think we shall lose them, too,
very soon, because they are using them up for oil. In this month, and
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from the 20th of June, the ocean used to appear to be literally covered
with menhaden, Now there are not a quarter as many as there used
to be. People think they are plenty because, by using a purse-net one
or two hundred fathoms long, they can purse several hundred barrels
at a haul. Menhaden spawn in all the little bays as they pass along
the eoast. They go into some rivers sometimes. I think they spawn
early in the season. I have seen schools of young menhaden in the fall,
but I do not recollect seeing any lately.

I think the scup spawn in some still places in our harbor. When we
first cateh them the spawn is very fine, and about the latter part of
June they begin to lose the spawn. Scup feed on clams and muscles.

Mr. GEORGE F. DunHAM. I have stopped at auchor over night in
two fathoms water, and in the morning have found seup-spawn sticking
to my rope. Herring spawn in the grass. I never found a scup in a
blue-fish nor an eel. Menhaden and squid are their prineipal food.

Mr. WinsLow. Sea-clams were not here until about three years ago.
I first observed them by seeing the ducks over them. Iour years ago,
perhaps, there was a bed three miles long of little ones, abont a quarter
of an ineh long, and the ducks found them and fed on them. The sec-
ond year, also, the ducks came, but the clams were pretty large for
them to swallow, and the third year they did not come.

Mr, DUNHAM. It is not the scup they catch that malkes them so
scarce; it is the spawn they kill. I have caught spawning scup and
have sold the spawn—quarts and quarts. Scup bite here when they
first come; Dblue-ish will not.

Captain GARDNER. Have been on the south shore of the island
eight years; have never caught any scup there. I catch codfish, had-
dock, pollock, halibut, and plaice, which looks like a halibut a good
deal. The plaice-fish weigh sometimes twenty pounds. They are as
good a fish as the halibut. TFlat-fish are rauch more scarce than they
used to be a few years ago.

I catch a good many dog-fish. They are on our shoals. T went off
the 6th of June and caught them on the 10th. In six weeks I have
caught about thirteen hundred. They grow there four feet long; will aver-
age three feet. 1 havecaught but few bluoe-fish, and those when fishing
for cod-fish on the bottom. I do not think the blue-fish stop there at all.
In the fall of the year I have no doubt there are many mackerel abount
there, for you see fowl and fin-backs, porpoises and ganmnets, and I
think they are after mackerel.

Mr. DuxHAM. In the deep holes out here in the pond, I used to go
with my boat and throw a stone overboard to give the scup a start, and
then I'would throw my dog over, and so I would follow, and drive them up
to the shore and elear out of the water. They would spring out on the
bank, and I have caught five hundred at a time in that way.

Mr, Macy. Within ten years I have seen boys go to the wharf and
get scup, as many as they wanted, but for the last five years we get
them only at Long Hill.

HyAnNIS, MASSACHUSETTS, June 29, 1871,
Captain ALMORAN HALLET:

I have been fishing off the coast here for twenty years. The number
of fish has decreased very much, and I think the decrease is due to the
pounds. It is not for the want of proper food, for there are a great
many shell-fish and muscles here, and the fish that we cateh are full of
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them. There is as much food for the fishes here now as there was twenty
years ago. We never used to cateh the sea-clams as much as we do now;
they are taken with rakes for the market; they are takeu in water from
six to twelve feet deep.

Blue-fish are much more scarce here than they have been. I do not
know where they spawn.

Scup are not a fourth as plenty as last year. I think they spawn
somewhere in the Vineyard Sound; they used to spawn in this bay;
twenty years ago you could see schools of the young in the fall, all
‘about in the bay; they have not been seen so for four or five years.
We begin to catch scup usuvally about the 10th of May. They could
not be canght with traps any earlier than they are caught with hooks.
When we catceh them they are full of spawn. I caught two this spring
that weighed 7} pounds; I never caught any larger.

The matter of fishing is one of great importance to the people here;
many get their living by it. In these places, Barnstable and Osterville,
there are one hundred boats employed in the business of fishing, which
would represent more than a hundred families. If the fishing is broken
up, the people will have to go to sea or to work on the land. Most of
them are old men, and, like myself, have no trade. I do not know what
else I could do. The biggest part of the men who have been in the
fishing business have no trade, and must fish or go to sea. It would
affect the sail and boat making business, too, if the fishing were to fail;
they cannot get half price for their boats.

The business is falling off, year after year, worse and worse, for six or
eight years. I have been off here and in the coorse of a single fore-
noon caught 800 scup that would weigh five or six hundred pounds; but
now I have not caught fitty pounds in this whole spring, and I have
been out every day since the 1st of May. I have not averaged a pound
of scup a day, fishing right on the same ground where I ased to take so
many. Smacks that used to come in and get five or six hundred pounds
in a day, do not come at all now, I lay it to the pounds.

The diminution began about ten years ago, and there has been a
falling off every year; so that I have not got more than a quarter as
many this year as last; and it is the same with others,

There are no pounds right about here. The fish come here a fortnight
earlier than at Nantucket. Scup and bass follow the shore. They used
to catch scup near Sanghkonet so plenty that they sold them for nine-
pence a barrel. They are never canght east of Sandy Point.

We always regarded this as the great breeding-ground for scup; they
always had spawn in them when they came, but in October they had
no spawn in them.

They used to come from New London, and eighteen boats would load
a smack in a day.

We got two cents a pound for scup this year, and two now for blue-
fish, Last yvear we got two to the 1st of July, and then three. Ice
was generally scarce last year, and, as we had ice, we got better prices
than some others.

When they were as plenty as at one time we could not give them
away.

It the pounds stop the fish from coming along we shall not have any
to catch.

There is no need of pounds to get bait for mackerel and cod-fisher-
men, because we can get all the bait that is wanted with purse-nets, the
same as has been done before.

Menhaden are scarce here now. They spawn here in these waters.
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I have seen plenty of little ones here in September and October. We
do not get any mackerel here with the hook.

We used to get a great many striped bass in the bay here in the month
of May. They do not stay here in the winter, and are only caught in
May and June, and then again in September.

It is not true that the more pounds there are the more fish; the more
pounds the less fish. There is not a boat fisherman in Hyannis but
knows that pounds are the cause of the fish being so scarce here. I
think they catch our scup about Saughkonet, in Rhode Island. They
get them sooner at Saughkonet than at Vineyard Sound, and about a
week earlier at Waquoit than here.

This year the scup came here first, on the 22d day of April, which
was about two weeks earlier than usunal.

We send most of the fish caught here away to market. The blue-fish
are sent to New York. Many people around here have not liad a scup
this year.

A few Spanish mackerel are caught here in the fall in nets; they are
never caught with the hook, None were canght until within five or six
years.

There are no skip-jacks here. I have not seen any stingarces here

HyANNIS, MASSACHUSETTS, June 29, 1871,

ALEXANDER CROWELL:

The fishing business has gone down so that it is not more than one-
fourth of what it was four years ago. The pounds take the whole
schools. They are killing all the spawn and will thus kill the breed. I
awm quite sure it is the pounds ; it is plain enough. The fish all come
here from the west through Vineyard Sound. Six or seven years ago,
the New London smacks would come here and eighteen men would load
a vessel every day, carrying about five thousand pounds—about one
thousand five hundred fish. They have now given up the business, they
get so few.

The scup nsed to stay till the last of July and then go away, and come
again in September; but the big ones did not come again till the next
Springs

The blue-fish came here about thirty-five years ago. We catch sea-
bass here, but very few compared with what we used to do. The pogies
have gone also. We get very few Spanish mackerel. The menhaden
are also more scarce. The Dblue-fish feed on menhaden.

The scup spawned in the Sound here.

HyANNIS, MASSACHUSETTS, June 29, 1871.

JosEPH G. LORING:
. The number of fish has decreased here very much within the last ten

years, since I first began to deal in them. The fish taken here are princi-
pally caught with the hook; never taken in pounds. We think that the
pounds keep the fish from the shores ; we do not get fish in-shore as we
used to. Pretty soon after the pounds were first put down we began to
notice a decrease in the fish, and whether the pounds break up the
schools or what the troable is, we do not know; but we know the fish
are much more scarce than they used to be.

8. Mis. 61——4
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Scup we used to get in the Bay, generally full of spawn in the spring,
and in old times we could get them till October; but now it would be
about impossible for a man to get half a dozen, where ten years ago he
could get two or three hundred. They have become less and less every
year. This year, as compared with last, I do not think there is more
than half a crop. For the last six years they have grown less and less.

‘We think the pounds cause the trouble. We think these grounds are
the place for the fish to spawn. This seems to be the home of the scup,
on this sound here. They are never caught in Barnstable Harbor; but
the pounds off that harbor get bass and blue-fish. The general impres-
sion about here is that the pounds injure the fishing; and if the ques-
tion of having pounds or not was put to vote in this county, seven-
eighths of the people would vote against them.

Shad used to be taken in the pounds, but for some years I have not
seen a box of shad on the shore.

There are not more than one-third as many persons employed in con-
nection with the fisheries on the shore as there were five years ago.
Those who have lost their business of fishing have gone away. There
are three places in the village of Hyannis where the fishermen bring
in their fish to be sent to New York to market; and they now bring in
at each place about a ton a day. At each place about sixteen boats are
employed. We give two cents a pound this year, but vary some accord-
ing to the market. We used to give three and four cents a pound.

HyANNIS, September 18, 1871.
CoArLeEs H, WALLEY:

I have always lived here, and have followed fishing the last three
years, with a hoat. Bluefish have not been caught more than half as
plenty this year as last. .

The highest price paid by dealers here for blue-fish was two cents a
pound, unless for a few days they may have paid three cents.

Very few blue-fish are caught now; only one or two in a day.

Of bottom-fish (scup, tautog, and bass) they get from twenty-five to
seventy-five pounds a day, in good weather.

Very few rock-bass are caught here. 4

Scup have not been near as plenty this year as last. June is the best
time for scup, but this season there were very few.

TmrorHY CROCKER, (a dealer in fish:)

Blue-fish have not fallen off in number as. much as other fish. I think
the pounds have had a tendency to make fish scarce; also traps and
seines. I do not think blue-fish will trouble scup or rock-bass very
much. We used to find menhaden and squid in the blue-fish in the
spring.

Scup and sea-bass have fallen off very much within the last five
years. I have not seen any more show of little scup this year than
last. ¥

Four years ago Mr. Loring and 1 loaded a vessel with sea-bass in
one day, and had fifty barrels apiece to head-up and send to New York,
besides. They were all taken with the hook.

I have had about twelve regular boats fishing for me this summer. I
think they averaged about one hundred pounds a day during the season.
One day I had 9,600 pounds brought in. I had more fish in 1869 on
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account of being in eompany with another man who was doing some-
thing in the business. My average this year was about fifteen Doats.
One or two of them had two men in them.

Account of Mr. Timothy Crocker’s business for the following years :

Boxes, Barrels.

For 18067 ..o e e 180 410
For 1868 .« ... i 174 382
For1869 ............ e et eeae e aaa e 260 394
For 1870 ..o i i e e 170 215
For 1871 .......... e e e e e . 190 172
Total ..ol 974 1,573

Each box contained 300‘pounds, and each barrel 150 pounds.

OTA DOXES. ..o v i e e 292, 200 pounds.
1,573 barrels. ... ...l 235, 950 pounds.

Total ....... e 538, 150 pounds.
Supposing each fish weighs 5 pounds............. 5)H38, 150 pounds.

107, 630 fish.

J. G. LorING, (a dealer in fish :)

I bad as many as sixteen or eighteen men employed this year; on an
_ average about fourteen men; and the same for the last four or five
years.

Scup and bass have been falling off every year for many years. Scup
were never known on the east side of Cape Cod. With twenty-five
boats we loaded a vessel one Saturday with big sea-bass. We got one
and three-quarter cents a pound for them. The next year we got
dispatches not to ship sea-bass and scup; they would not pay the
freight.

Scup are not caught on the south side of the Vineyard. This is their
natural cruising-ground. I do not think the scup go back in schools in
the fall, but go just as it happens.

Spanish mackerel are rather falling off here this year. Three years
ago they were most plenty. The first [ ever saw was five years ago ;
but they were much more plenty the next year.

Squeteague are increasing here. They are caught where blue-fish are
caught, drailing, and while fishing for blue-fish.

Account of J. G. Loring's shipments of fish for the following years :

Barrels,
For 1866 .. ... e e 552
For 1867 o e e e e 612
FOr 1860 .o e et e 694
For 1870 .o e e et s 799
Fori871l ...... ..... .. ... e e et eea et e 567

Total c.e i i e 3,224
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In 1866 twelve men were employed in fishing, and in subsequent
years an average of fifteen men. The barrels contained 150 pounds of
fish each.

[Reducing the above to pounds, there are found to be 483,600; and on
the supposition that each fish weighs 5 pounds, there are 96,720 fish. |

Captain HETSEL HANDY :

You may call on anybody on Cape Cod, and you will find he was
brought up to go to sea. There was nothing else for us. Steam has
now taken the lead; and we must either take our families and go away,
or else semething must be done to enable us to live here. With a weir
two or three men can catch more fish than all the other fishers on the
coast. They ship off a hundred tons a day to New York, and they must
be used up or spoil; whereas if they were caught with a hook and taken
care of they would be good, healthy food for men to eat.

1 don’t know of any other way than to stop the pounds wholly. The
pound-men will not be satisfied with taking up their nets two days in a
week., The decrease of fish this year is 50 per cent. TFishermen who
have been in my employ two years say they used to fetch in five hun-
dred pounds of fish in a day and get a cent a pound for them. Now
they go out and try from 2 o’clock in the morning, and come in at night
with one or two fish; and some come with no fish at all. Twenty boats
will 1ot bring in more than two barrels. It seems to me the men have
not made seventy-five cents a day; and they get up at 1 or 2 o’clock in the
morning and are off at the * Bishop's,” or some other fishing-ground out-
side, when day breaks.

We have paid two cents a pound for blue-fish, and have lost a quar-
ter of a cent a pound.

I ship to Baker & Co., J. W. Miller & Co., and Crocker & Haley. 1
sell somne, too. They don’t lose anything. I sent two boxes of blue-fish
at the same time; for one I got $12, and for the other a dollar, or less,

I have heard men solemnly swear they would destroy the pounds and
everything connected with them that they could lay their hands on before
they would submit to have the maintenance of their families thus taken
away.

I think Government does not do what it should to protect the fisher-
men in their trials to get a living.

I have handed a man a quarter of a dollar, and even less, for his day’s
work in fishing; and they would say their arms felt as though they would
drop off. It is a hard case anyway. What are they going to do next
winter? 1If they are well they may keep out of the poor-house.

There are a good many mackerel-fishermen who go from here.

There are two weirs in Harwick; foar this side of Monomoy.

Blue-fish like squid very much ; they drive eels clear up the creeks.
The first blue-fish caught are caught at the bottomw, while fishing for
scup. I never saw any seup in blue-fish. I have found a whole men-
haden in the stomach of a blue-fish.

Gill-nets never ought to be set in these waters. The fish die in them
and drop ground, and that frightens away all that kind of fish. Two or
three men about here have had weirs for thirty years; and they say
that it they cut up a shark and strew the pieces around they are not
troubled with sharks any more.

If the work is given up to the pound-men, I do not know what will
become of the fishermen. It seems as if they canuot exist together—
the rich or the poor man must have it.

I think 100,000 blue-fish have been taken about Hyannis this year.
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T have not seen a large scup in two years. I shipped some of the
handsomest blue-fish I ever saw to New York. I gave a man $20 for a
thousand pounds, and I sent themn in boxes, for which I got $6 33 a box,
containing three hundred pounds!

The blue-fish are not so plenty as they were last year.

. I have had a single man catch 618 pounds in a day, for which I paid
12 36.

I have Dbeen told by men that saw it that this year there were twenty
carts loaded with fish at Saughkonet to be carried off for manure. The
fish had gone there to spawn, and after spawning, if not caught, they
would go eastward. All the fish canght there are those that go there
to spawn. They cannot be caught there after they have spawned.

I paid to Eleazer Baker for six days’ fishiug last year $59. He caught
scup, tantog, and a few bass. I don’t think he has made half the money
this year that he did last.

Seines scare blue-fish all away.

Hexry LUuMBERT, (Centreville, near Hyannis:)

I was once interested in a trap, but use a net altogether now. We
used to catch menhaden mostly. I have shipped this year about 110
boxes and 120 barrels from four boats. They were pretty much all blue-
fish.

T have not sent ten barrels of scup. We got about fifty Spanish mack-
erel in all. We caught one the 23d of July this year, and last year the
15th of July. We took the last we caught about the last of August.
Most of the Spanish mackerel were sent to the Parker House, Boston.
‘We got from twenty cents to a dollar a pound.

No fish are as plenty as they were a few years ago. I suppose the
traps and pounds, and their being caught up, makes them scarce. Eleven
years ago we could catch any quantity; but we were not much better
off than now, for we could not sell them. We got from $15 to $20 a box
of 300 pounds; this year they will not average over $6 a box. Blue-fish
are so destructive 1 have told the fishermen that Government ought to
pay a bounty of a cent a head for every blue-fish. We drive blue-ish
pretty hard here.

Spanish mackerel were first caught here five years ago. I caught the
first, and sold what I canght in two nets for fifty cents a poand.

I think the schools of fish are broken up at Saughkonet. We have
caught less fish this year than ever,

We used to sell to smacks eleven years ago, and got a cent a pound;
we never shipped any then. But we salted fish then. I salted fish for
several years. Blue-fish are not salted much now here.

The prices were better this year than they were two years ago, but
not so good as last year; that was because ice was scarce last year.
There are too many fish caught and sent to New York.

WooD’s HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS, July 6, 1871,
Captain EDWARDS :
sSouP.*

I have lived in this place thirty-five years, and have followed fishing
more or less since I was a boy.

* The numbers are those corresponding to the gneries on page 3 of the present
report.
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2. Not found here except from May till October, varying a little as
to the time of coming and going, according to the season.

3. They used to be more plenty in June than any other time, and that
is about the time when scup first take the hook.

4, No more abundant.

5. Diminished, so that there is scarcely one scup where there were a
hundred ten years ago.

6. Have been caught beyond the increase, in nets.

8. Three pounds; the average, including spring and summer fish,
about three-fourths of a pound. The large scup come first, and the little
ones follow them.

10. The female is the largest; but probably there is no difference
except on account of the spawn.

11, They come from the southwest, following the shore from Watch
Hill or Point Judith, into Buzzard’s Bay, generally swimming two or
three fathoms under water. '

14, A few scattering fish are caught about the 10th of May; this year
a few were canght in April, the season being earlier than usual.

15. They leave in October, and by degrees; once in a while one is
caught as late as the first of November

16. They come regularly, with a decrease in numbers from year to
year.

17. The larger fish come first generally.

18. Both together; they spawn within five to eight weeks after they
first appear.

19. Neither will take the hook ; they appear blind at first.

21. Swim low; never seen by the ripple on the water.

22, They come in-shore on the flood-tide, and off with the ebb. In
former times I have waded in and driven hundreds ashore and killed
them with nothing but a stick.

23. 1 have never known it to happen.

25. No.

29. The different sizes come together.

30. Gravelly bottowm ; rather in currents.

31. Found at all depths, to ten fathoms,

33. Noj; not after spawning.

34. No.

35. They feed on shell-fish.

36. Not at all, except that the spawn may be eaten.

37. Crabs, and other small shell-fish.

38. No.

39. Not a great amount; not voracious.

40. Not in breeding-time ; but usually in the latter part of the season
there is a difference in color in both sexes, according to the color of the
feeding-ground. On light, sandy bottom they are invariably light-
colored ; and on rocky bottomn, dark.

41. None.

42, By catching the fish while going to their spawning-ground.

46. They always spawn in grass, and prefer some current caused
by the natural ebb and flow of the tide.

50. Near the bottom.

51, Yellowish.

63. The parent fish does not devour them; but eels and other fish eat
the spawn.

64. Very few now seen anywhere.

68. No.
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70. No.

71. With the hook; mostly by nets and pounds. Clam and squid are
the best bait for the hook. )

73. Taken in nets most in the month of June; with the hook through
the summer.

74. A man may now caich four, or he may cateh a dozen in a day;
but at any rate, so few that no estimate can be made.

76. They are caught two or three weeks earlier in nets than with the
hook.

77. The flood-tide is best for fishing.

78. Sent to New York and Philadelphia.

79. Good; best when newly caught.

81. Very extensively.

82. Probably none are now salted, since so scarce.

83. Not used for manure now. It was formerly; but is now too
scarce.

BLUE-FISH.

They come about the 1st of June and remain till the middle of Octo-
ber; most abundant in June.

4. There are more pounds of blue-fish eaught now than of any other
kind.

5. Diminished.

6. I think they have extended their cruising-ground to the east, as
they do not find the bait that they used to.

7. Diminished more than half; probably three-fourths, so that thereis
not more than one-fourth as many.

8. Sixteen pounds; the average of the first run, which is the largest,
seven pounds; the later runs will not average over two and a half
pounds.

10. I think not.

11. They seem to come more directly from the sea, and from the east-
ward. They are caught at Watch Hill before they are found here.
Thousands of them go outside of Nantucket, following the mackerel and
menhaden.

12. No particular route.

14. They follow along one after another, the largest coming first,
generally following near the shore, and come in from all directions. Most
plenty about the middle of June.

15. At different times, never breaking up the schools.

16. Rather regular; but constantly decreasing in numbers.

17. The largest come first and leave last.

18. They have no spawn when here.

19. They always will take the hook if they have the right kind of bait—
any kind of fish—a good piece of fresh herring or menhaden is good
enough for them.

21. Swim both high and low; they show themselves at the surface,
and attac’. birds. '

23. No.

24. No.

30. In currents; generally on sandy bottom where the water is not
deep, on what are called *rips.”

31. From two to five fathoms.

32. Not very warm.

33. They keep together in this vicinity.
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34. The horse-mackerel* and the porpoise; nothing else troubles
them, ’

35. Voraciously on most kinds of small fish, squid, herring, menha-
den, smelt, &e.

36. Very slightly.

68. No.

70. No.

71. In nets, pounds, and with hooks; the best bait being menhaden,
herring, or squid.

72, Pounds and gill-nets.

73. Taken in nets from the 1st of June till the middle of October, and
during the same time with the hook.

74. Not a regular business here.

76. No.

77. Most on the flood-tide.

78. Sent to New Haven, New York, and Boston, and used here more
or less.

79. Good when fresh; and when salted equal to No. 1 mackerel.

80. Only a short time.

82. Salted to a considerable extent.

83. No.

TAUTOG.

2. Trom first of May to the middle of November. Most abundant in
May and October. In the summer season they are in the grass, and
do not bite well.

4. Rather more abundant than other fish.

5. Decreased some; not so much asother fish. They are not exposed
so much to nets, as they do not make any long journeys.

7. Nearly one-fourth.

8. One remarkably large, twenty-two pounds; generally the largest,
twelve pounds; and the average, not over two pounds.

9. T once tried an experiment with one that weighed half a pound,
putting him into a lobster-car, where he had plenty of room and plenty
of food, there being three hundred pounds of living lobsters with him.
He was kept in the car from the 1st of May to the end of October, six
months, when he had destroyed all the lobsters, and weighed three-
quarters of a pound! Thirty-two years ago I put some thousands of
small tautog in the pond, some of which staid there five years, but
none were caught weighing over two and a half pounds, and they had
one year’s growth, at least, when put in the pond.

10. They doj; the female is shorter and thicker than the male, and
generally the largest.

11. They come directly in from the sea.

13. They go out to the mouth of the sound, far enough té prevent
being chilled and frozen to death, in water from fourteen to twenty
fathoms in depth.

14. They do not come or go in schools, and are first seen among the
rocks. The first fish are the largest.

16. They appear regularly, never failing unless killed by the frost.

18. They spawn in June.

19. They will not bite when they first eome in.

20, Within ten days they will take the hook.

21. They swim low, on the bottom nearly.

* This is the Tunny, (Orcynus secundidorsalis.)
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22. They work in-shore on the flood, coming among rocks after crabs.

23. Yes.

29. They are found all together.

30. They prefer a current, from one to four fathoms in depth, among
rocks; found sometimes mueh deeper.

33. They do not travel in schools.

37. Shell-fish entirely, muscles, crabs, lobsters, &e.

41. They usually go among the grass for spawning.

42, No.

46. In June, in bays and harbors, among grass.

50. Near the bottom.

63. Eels probably destroy the 51)awn as much as anything.

64. Usually in the grass, near where they are spawned.

68. Very cold winters kill them sometimes, so that they are found on
the shore outside frozen, on Noman’s Land and Gay Head. This has
happened twice in ten years. Thousands have been destroyed in this
way. They will freeze under water, the inside being a bunch of ice.

71. Caught with nets in the spring, and then with the hook. The
hermit crab is preferred by them ; crabs and lobsters are next best.

76. They are taken in nets from the 1st of May through the summer;
with hooks from the middle of May. They are most plentiful in May.

74. Fifty pounds a day, with the hook.

77. Caught more on the flood-tide.

78. New York is the principal market.

79. Good, fresh ; not usually salted. Retains its excellence as a fresh
fish as long as any fish, after being caught.

81. All that can be caught.

84. Highest price by the quantity in New York, this year, twelve
cents a pound That is as much as they ever brought and was for a lot
taken early.

SOUETEAGUL

Come about the middle of June, and remain till about October. Gen-
erally caught in July.

5. There have been more for the last four years than before, but not
so many this year as last. They are not very abundant. Have in-
creased within the last ten years.

7. There were none ten years ago.

8. Six pounds; average three pounds.

11. They come from the sea, and straggle along the coast looking after
food. They are not considered a running fish. I am confident they do
not spawn here.

14. They make their first appearance in June. There is no difference
in the size of those that come first from that of those that come last.

15. They leave by degrees, in small bodies.

16. Not regular.

17. The same.

18. No spawn seen in them.

19. They are an uncertain fish about biting, anyway. They are caught
in nets and traps before any are caught with the hook.

20. Have not known any to be canght with hook within three weeks
of their arriving.

21. Swim anywhere, at bottom or top, just where the bait is. They
attract birds, the saine as the blue-fish when they come under a school
of small fish.

22, They will venture into shallow water on the flood-tide.
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23. No.

30. On the sand and about rocks, both; generally where there is some
current, and where the small fish gather.

31. From one fathom to six. Often found in the grass where the
water is low.

34. None that I know of.

36. None.

37. Small squid and all kinds of smnall fish.

71. With hooks, drag-nets, and pounds. TFor bait white shiners are
used ; sometimes a piece of menhaden.

76. Taken in nets first.

79. Moderately good.

81, Quite extensively.

83. No.

84. Average price is low; one and one-half cents a pound here a week
ago.

86. New York.

MENHADEN.

Come in May, and remain till the middle of October; generally most
early in the season.

5. Decreased very much; very few now, comparatively.

6. They are caught in nets.

7. Scarcely one now to ten thousand formerly.

8. Less than a pound.

11. Come from the west; pass by now. They formerly remained in
the harbor all summer.

12. They go off to sea by way of the mouth of the sound and bay.

15. They leave in small bodies; they run together all the time.

16. Regular decrease for ten years; no‘increase at any portion of that
time.

17. No difference.

18. Not one in twenty has any spawn. I do not think they spawn at
any particular season; the first caught is as likely to have spawn as
any. Those that stay in the summer run up where the water is brack-
ish and remain; and in New Bedford River there are thousands of
young ones in the fall; the same is true at Mattapoisett, Wareham, and
Monument River.

21, Generally swim high; make a ripple, but do not attract birds.

29, Half-grown ones are found with the old ones. I do not think
they come here when only one year old.

31. Four fathoms.

33. They keep together in schools.

34. Almost all fish prey upon them.

35. None; they eat bait or any small substance floating in the water.
They get very fat; but I never found any small fish in their stomachs.

36. Very greatly.

37. Cannot give it a name.

39. I think not much.

42. The breeding-fish are caught in nets.

46. Nobody has found out; it is supposed they spawn at all seasons.

63. All kinds of fish eat the young; have even more enemies than
when full-grown.

64. No, not now.

67. No.

68. No.
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71. In sweep and purse nets and in pounds; not with lines.

78. Used for manure, oil, and mackerel-bait.

84. Highest price, $1 50 a barrel for mackerel-bait; fifty cents at the
guano works. . About the same as former prices.

86. Here, for fish-bait, and to the guano-works. About two thousand
barrels were sold to fishermen, for $1 50 a barrel, for bait. Scarcely a
quarter of those caught about Buzzard’s Bay go to the fishermen, but
go for oil and guano.

HERRING.

There have been as many herring the past year as for many years;
more abundant just about here than for two or three years before.
They come about the first of March and stay till June. The young ones
strike in about the 15th to the 20th of May, and in a pleasant afternoon
there will be from one to three acres very lively with half-grown her-
ring, and those not much larger than the finger; among these a few old
ones that seemed to be their guides. The little ones never go up the
rivérs. They are caught with nets when running up creeks. Good,
fresh ; most of them are salted. They were formerly sold early in the
spring to the George’s fishermen for bait. This year they brought about
forty cents a hundred; generally average seventy-five cents a hundred.
Most are carried to New Bedford to market. I seined up the herring
for bait, at the pond near my house, for three years in succession, and
in that time used them all up, so that none come there now.

Woop’s HoLE, June 19, 1871,

Captain THnomMAs HINCKLEY, JR:

Onthe 19th of April of the present year welaid ournetand got 25 tautog.
The pounds were put down about the middle of April. The herring or ale-
wives did comeinto Buzzard’s Bay as soon as into the Vineyard Sound. I
think they come direct from the sea, and do not run along the coast. They
are caught in February off the coast outside of the Vineyard. The
Georges fishermen get their bait of Inglish herring down east, before
the alewives come here. The English herring come here about the 1st
of May, but are not plenty then. Last year we caught considerable
many in the bay, but this year not any. There are many in the bay,
and on the 1st of December there are many of the English herring
there.

The pounds are down and in operation in Buzzard’s Bay, about the
20th of April. Alewives are the first fish we catch. The menhaden
this year were out of season—earlier than common. They struck
in Buzzard’s Bay, and we caught a few the 20th day of April. It was
something remarkable, never known before. I think some had spawn
in them then; about the 1st of May they had. They should not
strike good until about the 10th of May.

SCUP.

2. No; only during the summer months. They make their appearance
about the 15th of May, and remain until about the middle of October.
In about a week after they come in they are most abundant. They leave
gradually, much more slowly than they come in.
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4, They are the most abundant of any fish caught with the hook,

5. It is decidedly scarcer than it used to be, and it is becoming more
and more scarce. You ecatch fewer in the pounds and fewer with the
hook. I donot mean to say you catch less scup this year than last year.
The diminution cannot be noticed so much from one year to another, but
during a period of five years. This year is remarkable for the nets hav-
ing taken an immense number of small scup, about half grown, except
the little ones, of which we make no account. It is unusual to have so
many half-grown ones eome in. There are little ones, that is, very much
smaller ones than we have got here for many years. These run with the
big fish, and are taken with them. The big fish seem to pilot them in.

8. The largest scup I ever saw was about a foot long—would weigh
four pounds, I think ; though I never measured or weighed them exactly.
The big scup come first every year. Wae find nothing but large ones, the
first that we get; the next school, four or five days later, would be
smaller, half grown, weighing trom half to three-quarters of a pound.

9. I think it takes scup three years to grow. I think the small ones
we get this year were spawned last year, and that the little ones were
two years old. I think I can distinguish about three sizes every year.
I never saw any spawn in the middle-sized ones. The last year’s scup
will, most of them, go through a two-inch mesh; the middle size will
not. Scup will only grow to about such a size, when they stop growing.

11. They tell me that they catch scup at Montauk Point before they
get them in Gardner’s Bay. They get them at Watch Hill betore they
do at Saughkonnet ; first at Montauk, then at Watch Hill. I cannot tell
howlong atimebetween Montauk and Saughkonnet. They used to run up
into Narragansett Bay before they reached Saughkonnet, around: by
Rhbode Island Bay; and even sea-bass went the same way.

After striking the main land they follow closely around the shore, in
about eighteen feet of water, so deep that yon cannot see them in a
school. If the pounds are set in less than eighteen feet of water we do
not cateh the scup. They are caught about one day sooner at North
Falmouth than at Wood’s Hole. They are generally found in Vineyard
Sound sooner than in Buzzard’s Bay. This year they caught them at
Menemsha Bight three or four days before we did in the bay, and two or
three daysearlier thanat Saughkonnet. I do not think thereisany differ-
ence in the time of getting them on the two sides of Vineyard Sound., 1
think those that come into Buzzard’s Bay come out again into Vineyard
Sound; otherwise the bay would be full. 1 do not know that there was
any more protection in Buzzard’s Bay this year than the year before.

5. I do not think the little scup are as plenty as they were ten years
ago; but there were more this year than last year.

46. I think that the scup that come into the sound go to Hyannis to
breed.

7. In Waquoit Harbor they used to get any quantity of scup; they
were large and fat, becanse they lived on c¢lams. Since the pound was
set there they have not caught any scup with the hook in the harbor.
The pound is on the west side of the harbor.

12. T think they return the same way that they came, most of them;
others go right out to sea.

15. I do not think there is the same regularity in leaving that there
is in coming in; they do not school as much in going out. In the fall
of the year, when scup leave the ponds, they will school up and go
together. All sizes go out together.

13. I do not know where they spend the winter; they are never seen
here then.
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14, In the spring there are several schools. Take the biggest part of
the time the large scup come first and have three or four days’ running,
then the middle sized ones, and then the smallest ones. DBetween the
periods there is a time when we catch only a few. The large ones are
caught only four or five days, and little ones about the same length of
time.

2, The scup generally strike aboutf the 25th of May, and we get them
up to the 20th of June. There is no use in fishing after that. About
the 15th of June we get the most scup; this year it was about the 1st
of June, the season being two weeks carlier.

I think not more than one-third of the scup that come into the bay in
the spring would stay there it there were no pounds. I think we do
not catch but a few of the scup that would keep in Buzzard’s Bay. I
think we cateh somebody else’s scup, and but a few of our own. Itis
only when fish are running that we can catch them in pounds. Where
they belong, they will not run into pounds. In Clark’s Cove there are
two or three pounds, and there is any quantity of menhaden there; but
they cannot catch any at all in the pounds. Those menhaden belong
there ; they come there to spawn.

18. The sexes generally come in together., The female dog-fish comes
in first. When the seup first come in the spawn is not grown; about
the 15th of June it is pretty full.

20. When they first come in they will not bite the hook. Neither will
any kind of fish ; none of those caught in the pounds will bite the hook,
Even if as plenty as they used to be, scup would not bite the hook until
about the 20th of June; and I think they would bite about the same
time all along the coast.

21. The gulls do not follow them at all. I think they swim within
from two and a half to four feet of the bottom; not nearer the bottom
than a {oot, nor higher than about four feet from it.

22, I do not think the tide makes much difference about their coming
in.

19. T do not think you can catch many scup with the hook when
spawning. Seabass and cod-fish sometimes bite when spawning.

23. Many fish are caught in the pounds when spawning, the mackerel
most plentiful ; tautog and scup also. The spawn is often seen on the
nets.

25. They do not run into fresh water, only into shoal water.

29. We find small and large scup coming in together.

30. On a sandy bottom, not necessarily rocks, excepting in the fall
of the year, when they will come on the rocks somewhat. It does not
make much difference as to the water being still or running.

31. They are caught in water about fifteen feet and over.

32. You get them in the sound just as well as in the bay.

33. I think they school a little in going out, but not so much as when
coming in,

34. 1 do not think the blue-fish trouble scup any to speak of; nor sharks
either, as they are so spiny they will not take them when they can get
other fish.

37. They feed mostly on sea-clams. I have seen them root down into
the sand in summer for clams. Sometimes they feed on other shell-fish
and small muscles.

38. Along the shore where it is sandy you can see where they have
made a little hole digging for clawms.

40. I do not think there is any difference in color when breeding.
On a rocky bottom they are darker and more barred than elsewhere.
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37. They usually go to a place with rocky bottom to get some kind of
crabs or something of the sort.

47. 1 do not think the small scup are the males accompanying the
big females, because in the large scup you find spawn, but in the mid-
dle-sized ones you do not have any show of that sort. The breeding
females are a little larger than the breeding males—simply swelled out
more.

45. I do not know what becomes of the spawn when laid, but I think
it sticks to the bottom; because if it floated at the top 1 should have
seen it when scup w ere plenty. All the spawn that we find in the
pounds is in the bottom of the bowl—none on the sides.

47. 1 think they spawn in the school.

63. I do not know of any ; I do not know what the small fish feed on.

68. I never knew any sort of disease in scup.

71. Salt menhaden, is said to be about the best bait, and salt clams.
We generally use soft clams for scup.

72. In a seine, mostly in the fall. Sometimes in a floating net.

74. 'When most plenty, the average catelh with a hook and line would
be eight or nine hundred a day. They would bite about as tast as you
could put the bait in, and you pulled them in two at a time.

77. Scup, and all fish in the sound, bite best on the slack of the tide,
and not when it is running in full strength. In the bay it does not
make so much difference.

86. New York and Philadelphia.

79. It is good salted ; people used to salt them for winter.

80. They are best when first caught; but they eat them in New York
when they have been caught a fortnight.

83. Never sold in any quantity to tlle guano-works; when used for
manure they are put directly on the land. Wex er used for oil.

84. Highest price at wholesale this year was six cents a pound; the
lowest, two cents. The price was less this year than last; not because
more were sent to market, but because there were so many pounds
down.

I think the fish-pounds are a curse to the country, but I don’t believe
in Rhode Island catching our fish. In 1860 there was but one fish-
pound, that at Waquoit, and before that we used to cateh scup at Saughk-
onnet, but after they had it down three or fonr years we did not begin
to catch one-half the fish we did before. They used to come from Nan-
shon to buy scap to put on the land, and then we tried to get a living
by catching them, but as soon as they got pounds at Saughkonnet our fish
were gone. -There are not now one-hundredth part as many sea-bass as
there used to be.

MENHADEN.

~ 1. Known as pogee, here.

2. Some are found all summer; it probably breeds here.

3. They first appear at the westward. They strike Montank Point,
aud follow along the coast exactly like the scup, but go rather more into
the bays. They go in more shallow water; I have seen them in 12 feet.
A school looks reddish. I have seen a school a mile wide and a mile
and a half long. They frequently swim near the surface, and make a
little disturbance that can be seen. The firat school swims rather deep,
but as they become more plenty they can be seen. They generally
come in about the 10th of May ; this year we got the first the 21st of
April—about three weeks earher than the average, We got about a
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hundred barrels at once. But they strike off again for about a fortnight
before they come regularly.

4, It is the most common fish on the coast, but is nowhere near so
plenty as formerly.

5. They have diminished. :

6. To pounds and pursenetting; and I think they run in deeper
water this year.

7. There were not one-tenth as many caught this year as were caught
last year, although there were a good many more pounds.

8. They run two different sizes; the largest, I think, are scarcely a
toot long.

9. It takes them three years to grow.

10. You cannot tell the sexes apart, except by the spawn. They both
spawn.

11. They come in like the scup, but hug the shorg closer.

12. They go more to the westward than scup, and very nearly the
same way they came.

13. I do not think that any stop here in the winter; they breed in
salt-water.

16. They keep coming in thicker and faster till they get to the height,
and then they go off again.

13. I think they go off in schools.

18. Both sexes come in together; they spawn about the 20th of May.

23. It does, when they are full.

19. They never bite the hook.

37. I think they live mostly on sand-fleas.

46. They spawn in shoal-water, in the latter part of May. We find
young menhaden here in the fall.

21, Nearer the surface than any kind of fish I know.

34. All fish eat them. They make the best bait, because they are so
oily.

36. 1 do not think the blue-fish could affect their abundance when
they were so plenty as they were nany years ago; but where we cateh
thousands aud thousands of barrels it must make a differeunce,

37. When canght in the pounds they are traveling, and then we
seldom find much food in fish. The fish we catch in pounds are not
feeding, but are bound for their breeding-grounds.

40, No difference.

41. I think they spawn like alewives; the eggs ot so large as those
of herring.

71. Never with the hook ; only with nets. They are taken with purse-
nets throughout the season.

15. They disappear from the middle to the last of October.

75. The largest haul we ever made was 1,200 barrels; but I bave
known others to catch from 1,600 to 2,000 barrels.

86. Most of ours was sold to the mackerel and George’s fishermen. If
pounds were abolished, I do not know what the cod and mackerel fish-
ermen would do for bait. It would not pay for all the pounds to be
kept down for the purpose of catching cod and mackerel bait; if a few
only were down it would pay. If the pounds were taken up by the 10th
of May, the scup would not be affected here. The scup are not any
appreeiable profit of a pound every year, but on the whole they are.
The demand for fish for bait lasts till abont the 10th of June; after
that they are sold to the oil-works, and the scrap goes into the gaano.

84, We get about a cent apiece for them when they first come. Of
the George’s men we get half a cent apiece, and about seventy-five cents
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a barrel of the mackerel fishermen. When sold for oil they bring about
thirty cents a barrel. That is less than the former prices. Last year
the price was fifty cents a barrel, and other prices in proportion. All
kinds of fish brought & low price this year, because there were so many
pounds ranning against each other. Last year we got 82 50 a barrel
alongside the fish-pound; now we get only $2. We sell menhaden for
oil to the guano-works here. They grind up about six hundred barrels
a day.
MACKEREL.

2. We got some stragglers earlier ; but about the 9th of May we cal-
culated that the main body strock; that is, that they came in for good,
They appeared about the same time in the sound and in the bay.

11. We canght them in the bay before they were caught at Wood’s
Hole. They always strike on the east side. All the fish we caught this
spring had been up the bay and were cowming out.

2, The mackerel run about ten days.

4. They were unusually pleuty this year; I think from a half to a
third more this year than before.

6. I do not kuow why they were more abundant this year.

11. In the fall they appear to go wmore out in the sea channel. They
go east in the spring and westward in the fall.  Last fall they were very
plenty in the mouth of Vineyard Sound; were caught by the mackerel
tishermen about the middle of October—large mackerel.

8. Those caught this spring were so large that a tlour-barrel would
hold ouly 140, without any ice, and laid on the head would go half
round. They were not fat, but very poor. Sometimes we get smaller
ones.

17. There was only one general run.

13. 1 do not know.

18. Both come in together. There is a scale over the eye, so that it
looks very dim in the spring, and they will not bite.

73. It is only caught in nets in the spring; they will not then bite the
hook.

23. Certainly, any quantity.

21. Near the surface.

37. Nothing but swmall fish.

34. The blue-fish eat them ; all kinds of fish will eat them.

46, When we first catch them there is spawn in them, so ripe that it
will run out, about the 10th of May. They could not have got far from
these waters before spawning.

64. I have seen young mackerel here in the fall; they are found in
the ponds, about five inches long. These, I think, were spawned in the
spring.

52. I have no idea how many.

72. At sea they are caught in purse-nets.

71. They are caught with the hook outside by the 1st of May,

78. Highest price, ten cents a pound, and the lowest, three, by the
quantity. 1t was less than last year.

86. New York and Boston.

TAUTOG.
9. When the winter is moderate I have seen them around all winter.

In a hard winter many come ashore dead. They are more plenty in
the summer.
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71. A tautog will notbite when it is closed up.

4. Ttather more plenty than scup.

5. Much less plenty than formerly.

8. Nine or ten pounds. The largest are caught in the spring, in the
fish-pounds.

9. About three years in growing.

10. The female is more plump, aud a shorter fish than the male.

11. We cateh them at the head of the bay (west) before they are
caught here ; the best place is along the coast in Buzzard’s Bay. |

46. Among scattering rocks, or an eel-grass bottom. I have seen
them come in where there was not more than four feet of water, and
seen them spawn there. Sometimes two or three big fish are seen to-
gether. They come to spawn about the beginning of June, and stay about
a fortnight.

52, The eggs are plenty, as large as those of the herring.

14. They come in in schools, the first mostly large fish.

2. They came this year on the 19th of April, and continued to come
more plentifully till the 25th of April. This wasabout two weeks carlier
than usual.

19, They will not bite when they first come in.

20. Sometimes they will bite just before they spawn ; and then, again,
right after. They almost always have one Dbiting spell, just before
spawning, from the middle to the last of May.

46. I do not think they drop their spawn until the 1st of June.

23. Sometimes the spawn runs out about the 1st of May, in the pound.
That depends upon the number, whether they are erowded or not.

2. All the fish we take in pounds we take before they spawn; none
of them afterwards.

21. Close to the bottom.

30. About rocks and eel-grass, whether spawning or harboring.

34. None that I know of.

37. Crabs, muscles, and barnacles ; and I have caught them with lit-
tle lobsters in them. The hermit-crab is the best bait for them, and
sand-crabs. b

86. New York, particularly.

82, Noj; it is not good.

83. Not used for manure. .

84, The first canght brought 875 for four barrels, in New York. A
barrel averages 130 pounds, withont ice. The lowest price was one and
a half cents a pound here.

SQUETEAGUL.

2. They are most plenty in August.

b. They are more plenty every year, while the blue-fish is getting
scarece,

2, We found them first this year about the 1st of June.

6. They increase because the blue-fish diminish.

8. The largest about nine pounds.

9, They attain their growth in three vears.

11. They come from the West.

17. There are different sizes, bat not so great as in scup.

20. They are not ecanght here with the hook. In the bay they are
caught, and will bite menhaden for bait.
i 37. I think they feed on the same as the striped-bass; that is, small
ish.

S. Mis. 61

b
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BLUE-FISH.

2. Come in spring and leave in the fall. Come about the 20th of
May.

21, Not so near the top as the menbaden. We only know they are
here by first catching them in the pounds.

76. Caught in pounds before they bite the hook.

8. The larger ones caught first; weigh from five to eight pounds.

11. They go eastward. Come in from the sea, like maclkerel. Most
of the migrating fish come in like scup, some running nearer the shore
than others.

23. Never saw one with a spawn in if.

64. There are many yvoung ones about here.

5. They are decreasing; the deerease began within four or five years.

6. 1 think those taken in the pounds make muceh difference.

75. The largest haul I ever knew in a pound was about seven hun-
dred.

20. They begin to take the hiook about the 10th of June.

11. They scatter in summer, and school again when they run out.

37. Any fish that are swimming ; they want something to chase.
Never knew them to eat erabs or shell-fish, Never saw worms in their
stomachs. :

42, Know nothing about their spawning.

68. Never knew of any disease among them.

82. Yes; many are salted in the fall, as it is then fat.

83. Never used for manure.

84, Highest, cight cents a pound; and lowest, four. That is as
much as the price last year. They were searce this year.

SPANISII MACKEREL.

2. We began to catch them two years ago, about the 25th of July.
Caught till the middle of September.
4, More plenty last year than the year before.
37. About the same as that of striped-bass.
8. Average about three pounds; never saw any of the very large
ones, so called.
SIEA-BASS.

2. First taken about the 1st of May. Itis found here in the sumner
and in the winter.

5. Much searcer than formerly.

8. Have caught them that weighed twelve pounds.

11. Much like scup; but do not sehool as much as scup.

75. Have caught three or four hundred in a pound at a time.

83. They unsed to put them on the land about Seconnet.

46. I think on the ecl-grass bottom.

37, They catch some fish and eat crabs.  Mackerels’ intestines are the
best bait; and the stomach of the menhaden is largely used as bait.

82, Never.

84. Highest price, six cents n pound, and the Jowest, four. Have
known the price as high as fifteen and eighteen cents.

STRIPED-BASS,

11, They go eastward, like scup and sea-bass.
2, Tirst caught about the first of May.
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46. Think they spawn out south, in the fall.

5. They are much diminished——almost exterminated.

71, We cateh them with hooks in the spring ; but they will not weigh
half a pound apiece, and are all of the same size.

30. These little ones go into the ponds every year.

8. The largest weigh from three to seven pounds, and then the old sea-
bass, as they are called, weigh from ten to eighty or ninety pounds.

17. There are threerunsof striped-bass ; the smallest coming the 1st of
May, the second size about the 20th to the 25th, and the biggest about
the 1st of Jaly.

72. They will not go into pounds; or if they do they get out; except
the small ones.

5. They are less plenty than formerly,

71. They begin to bite about the 10th of June.

30. The little ones go into fresh water; the larger ones never do.

2. I have known them here all winter. The little bass stay in the
ponds until it is very hot, and then come out, and go in again when it
is cooler. Thelarge ones are caught in deep water.

37. Mostly they feed on brit—little fish. They will eat crabs, and a
large one will eat herring or menhaden.

11. They go eastward in spring and westward in the fall,

84. The highest price this year was not over half a cent a pound. We

:aught none of the large ones.

COD-FISII.

72. With the hook; none in pounds, to speak of.

2. Last of March and first of April oft Nomanw’s Land. Come into
the sound about the 10th of April; they stay till about the first ot May.

11. I think those that come into the sound go west.

HERRING.

2. Caught in pounds about the 1st of April.

11. Bound eastward., When they run low they are traveling.

75. The largest haul last year was 13,000, ,

3. More plenty this year and last than for some years before.

6, I do not think it is from the planting on the coast. Perhaps it is
becanse the blue-fish are gone. They were appreciably more abundant
this year than last; and also last year than the year before.

Woon’s HoLE, September 5, 1871.

Captain ISATATL SPINDEL:

Captain Spindel is the manager of a fish-pound at the eastern extrem-
ily of Buzzard’s Bay. They took scap first this year on the 27th of
April. The pound was put down on the 12th, and the first fish were
taken on the 14th. Herring and alewives were the first fish taken.
Some English herring were caught with the rest, but not very plenty.-
They are easily distinguished from the alewives. I call them * blue-
backs.” They are the same as they catch down east in nets, and also in
Cape Cod Bay. We got the English herring all the time we did ale-
wives. I should say both were caught as late as the middle of May,
We caught them most plenty about the last of April. Never caught
over three thousand at a time. We sold them for bait; all the alewives
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caught in spring go for bait. We could sell ten times as many, it we
could get them, for bait. We sold a few at New Bedford. A few are
salted by people here. They do not eat many fresh,

Menhaden come next. The first one we caught last year was on the
23d of April; and the first mackerel at the same time.

The mackerel and menhaden caught then were stragglers. Likely
enough the next day we got two or three, amd so ou.  About the 10th
t0 the 15th of May was the best time for catehing menhaden Iast year;
this year they came on the 21st of April, when we caught a thousand.
We caught o few stragglers before. I think we caught one or two about
the middle of April. We Lrought them ashore and tried then for their
fatness. The first that come are nearly as fat as they are in the fall of
the year.

The English herring have spawn in them when we first cateh them.
The alewives and menhaden have some. I never saw much spawn in
menhaden any time; not so much as in alewives.

I have seen blue-fish and squeteague throw the food out of their
stomachs when caught. I think the blue-tish fill their stomachs and
then empty them just {or the fun of the thing, so as to cateh more fish
I have seen them go into a school of menhaden and eatch some and
throw them up again, and then go in again. I could not swear they
threw the stuf up, but I am quite positive it is so. I have seen the
tish all chewed up thrown out in the water. They often Dbite fish, and
swallow a part and leave the rest.

‘We do not cateh tautog with the first run; not till about the 5th to
the 15th of May. We catch only now and then one in April.

Sea-Dbass (black-bass) come a little after the tautog, along about the
20th of May to the 10th of June. We do not catch any stragglers in
April.

We got the first lot of scup on the 27th of April, when we got four
barrels, I think. 'We got themn most plenty about the Sth of May., We
did not catch a great many this year. At one haul I think we got two
boat-loads, say thirty-five barrels in all. These were very large—threc-
pounders, some of them. They had spawn in them, not very ripe. I
have seen spawn in middling-sized secup—the two-year old scup. When
most plenty, we got $2 50 and $3 a barrel for scup. We sold to Powel,
of Philadelphia. Those we sold at New Bedford we got three cents a
pound for.

The lowest price we have ever sold biue-fish for was two and a half
cents a pound—about the first of July. I sent some to New York, and
got $4 98 for two barrels. They would weigh 180 pounds to the barrel.
That was about the 25th of July.

We have caught less fish this year than last, and got poorer prices
for them. We have cleared cxpenses, though. It I had known
the resnlt this year I should have undertaken the business, even if I
had other business. We did three times as weil last year, though, 1
do pnot know why we did not do better this year; whether it was in
consequence of the greater number of pounds in this vicinity, or becanse
the fish were eaught more at the westward.

Question. What were some ot the pecnliarities in respect to fish this
year?

Answer. Scup came earlier; menhaden and herring about the same
time as usual. We have not caught anymore squeteague this year than
we did last. Mr. Luce, at the Vineyard, said he caught as many as last
year, but did not get so much for them. We canght as many common
mackerel as last year; but they were more scarce than any other fish,
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Squeteague we took first about the 20th of July, excepting now and
then a scattering one; not more than half a dozen in all before that
time.,  They had spawn in them—good, nice spawn. 1 took particular
notice of the difference between the spawn of herring and sguneteague.
The herring-spawn was larger; that of the squeteague a dark red, and
simaller than that of herring. But all T noticed had spawn in them.
We never cateh any small squeteague, though the first we caught, I
think, was not over » foot long. )

Cod-fish we catch once in a while; the large, overgrewn, logy ones.
We caught one pretty good-looking cod-fish.

We never catch haddock. :

Pollock we have caught a few.

Cod-fish are canght off on the Middle Ground in the spring; once in
a great while they catch a haddock, but not often.

Hake they ecatch oceasionally.

We never cateh any salmon or salmon-trout.

Striped-bass we canght last year, sixty or seventy, weighing from
eight to twelve pounds. It is pretty difficult to cateh them in a pound.
They go in, but seem to go out again very quick at the mouth.

Question. Do any of these go back in the fall as they come in in
spring ?

Answer. Yes; menhaden and mackerel. I do not know how late scup
stay ; we have caught them in October, in a moederate fall. Tautog stay
in the bay all winter, in the deep water.

Captain SMrrTI, who was in company with Captain Spindel, said bhe
had lived here and on the island twenty years. Blue-fish were most
abundant in this vieinity from twelve to fifteen yearsago; much more
plenty than now,

Captain SPINDEL: When the guano-works were started, seven years
ago, I went purse-seining for the company, and there were plenty of
blue-fish up in the bay then. The next year I was looking for schools
of mendaden and went aloft, and saw nothing but blue-fish as far as 1
could see—tor miles around—Dreaking water in schools. There were
no menhaden there. There was a blue-fish for every square yard; they
were all over the water, and it was as calm as could be. I stood
on the deck and looked at them and then went aloft, and they were as
far as I could see. I have never seen anything like it since. I have
known blue-fish in Massachusetts Bay as far back as fifteen or sixteen
years ago. I went to California about twenty years ago, and I think
they were there before I went away. The blue-fish drive out other fish
when they come into a bay—all kinds of fish that are not larger than
themselves,

Mackerel have come in more plenty, and blue-fish not so plenty. 1T
think the Dlue-fish do more harm to the fishing than the pounds do, ten
times. I don’t think pounds make tish any more scarce. Where a
pound catches one fish, other fish eat up thousands.

Question, Suppose the blue-fish eat up nine-tenths of all the scup, and
the traps caught the other tenth when going to the spawning-ground,
would not that make a difference 2

Answer. It might make a difference ; but it would make a difference
if they were caught with a hook. Take it this year; there have been a
great many pounds—Ilots of themm—to the westward ; and they say they
never had so many fish as this year. I wish fish would diminish so that
we could get a decent price for them. There are five times as many fish
eaten as there used to be. Any one would think that 5,000 vessels,
catching mackerel with spawn in them, would diminish the number;
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some years they are scarce, and then again you can get any quantity of
them.

I have seen very small mackerel in Provincetown Harbor, not more
than two inches long, in July.

Question. What is the number of mackere! taken in pounds, com-
pared with those taken with the hook ?

Answer. Not one-tenth. This year and last there have Leen more
purse-seines for mackerel than ever before. When fish are moving,
bound somewhere, we cateh them in the pounds, when they come near
the shore. They follow along in here, and away they go again.

Question. Do you suppose bound for the eastern end of the sound, to
come into the bay?

Answer. Yes, sir,

‘When mackerel have spawned and are in schools they will refuse the
hook, sometimes for a week at a time. I think they have no spawn in
them in July. When they are out here they are full of ripe spawn.
They will take the hook in the spring, even when they have spawn in
them. They run out as far as fifty miles from the shore.

I never caught a scup out at sea.

I do not think pound-fishing is a quarter as bad as blue-fish for de-
stroying fish. A Dblue-fish will destroy a thousand fish in o day. When
they get into a school of menhaden you can see a stream of blood as far
as you can see. They go into them, and they will destroy the whole
school before they let them go. I think menhaden are more scarce than
they used to be. They put up the guano-factory liere on account of
menhaden being so plenty then. Twenty-five or thirty years ago there
were no blue-fish, and menhaden were plenty. Only once in a while
were there any blue-fish then. Finally the blue-fish got so plenty they
drove all the menhaden out of the bay. There are plenty of menhaden
up in the liead of the harbors; some blue-fish will go up and drive them
up as far as they can; but blue-fish don’t like to go up into fresh water.

Squeteague will swallow menhaden whole.

We did not catch any little scap last year in the pounds. Ouncein a
while we caught one of large size; but now we get a good many small
ones every morning. We let them go, all we can.

Sharks and rays are more plenty in the early spring; they seem to go
with the early fish.

Stingarees don’t come until July.

HEAD oF BUzZARD’S BAYy,
September 25, 1871.

PoTTER BRIGHTMAN, (lives at Westport, but was fishing near the
head of the bay:)

I can tell you it is slim fishing; the fishing is growing worse every
day. There is nothing doing at Westport. - Here [ can fish every day
about, but there vou cannot. I am catching tautog altogether; I have
not caught a scup since I have been here. There are some boats that
go off and catch a few little ones, very few. I have been off here fish-
ing for tautog, and, while catehing that car full of them, could catch
two bushels of scup. I do not see any difference in the little scup this
year. They are caught up; that is what makes them so scarce. The
traps and pounds here catch them; they catch more in one night than
all the smack-men can catch in a season. Before they commenced trap-
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ping I could come up here and catch enough to get ready to go bome
again in ten days. The fish grow scarcer every year.

Question. How are you going to remedy it?

Answer. I would stop the trapping; that would remedy it. I would
vote to stop trapping pretty quick.

Six or seven smacks used to come up here, and every one get a load;
now nobody has got a load for a long time. There wonld be as many
again fishing with hook and line if it were not for the traps.

There are no traps about Westport; they had one, but the head man
was accidentally shot, and it was stopped; and since then there have
not been any traps set there. .

Soon after they began to trap at Wood’s Hole fish began to grow
scarce. In one night they caught 200 barrels of tautog; and not only
that, but they take them as spawning fish. ,

Fish will not bite when full of spawn. I have seen two bushels in a
heap all throwing out their spawn. Then you cannot get a fish to touch
vyour hook. I have seen as many as twenty-five large fish doing that.
They look as though they were all in a snarl, coming right up under
your boat. Sometimes you will see a pair togethier. I have seen them
shoot their spawn. Tbey will not bite then, and you cannot do any-
thing with them.

They spawn anywhere, where they happen to be. I have never seen
scup spawning.

Tautog spawn the last of May or first of June.

Blue-fish have Dbeen pretty plenty the latter part of the season; the
first part they were scarce; most of the time less than last year, and
very small.

I never saw them spawning; and I don’t know as I have taken them
with spawn in them ; I don’t know a great deal about that kind of fish ;
I follow tautoging.

I have caught 2,400 tautog in a day, with the help of one man. But
I have not made a living by fishing this summer. I have done the
slimmest that I have ever done since I have run a smack. I went out
with another man, and fished all the forenoon, and both of us got about
twenty-five pounds.

The largest tautog I ever caught weighed fourteen pounds. Rock-
bass are very scarce ; I have not caught but one since I have been here.
I used to catch a great many herve. In fishing for tautog, while I got a
hundred weight of them I would catch fifty to seventy-five pounds of
bass. I Dbelieve I did not catch one this spring. '

I do not know where squeteague spawn. They are more plenty than
they used to be for a good many years. Forty years ago they were more
plenty.

I remember when there were no blue-fish around.

If the traps were stopped tlie fish would come back again in half a
dozen years.

There are very few hook-fishermen now. Most of them have given it
up because they cannot make a living.

Question. When they caught fish in'old times where did they market
them?

Answer, In New York. I think it is twenty years since they have
went fish to New York.

They first begun to set traps at Wateh Hill, and then at Saughkonet.

I came up with a man about a week ago, and we have caught about
seven hundred pounds. We have fished ever day—two of us.
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COHASSET NARROWS, September 25, 1871,

A J. HATHAWAY :

I have been here twenty years, and I never saw the young scup so
plenty as they have been this year. Striped-bass are five timmes as plenty
this vear as they were last.

There ave more tautog here, and about the same number of squeteague
as last year.

There are a good many yvoung blue-fish up this harbor; but no large
ones.

I think blue-fish and bass spawn up in this river.

Small mackerel come up here, arriving about the first ot October, and
staying three or tour weeks, Last fall we eaught a good many.

Parricx BUurLer. There have been plenty of small-sized scup about
here this year. Tor two or three years back there have been very few
here. Twelve or fifteen years ago they were very plenty ; but for two or
three years back a man could not get enough to have a mess to eat,
with a ook and line,

RonerT P. HoLMEes. There have been a good many young seuap about
here this year. There was a great quantity of young menhaden. Lhave
not seen so many young scup for a long time. Thebreeding scup in the
spring hiere were not more than 8 incheslong., We have not canghthny
big scup at all,

I never saw a young squcteague.

I thinlk blue-fish spawn np in this bay, because we see o great wany
little tish. 1 found & young blue-fish Sunday morning, not ever an inch
long. For the Iast two years we are not eatching many blue-fish,

5. 8. Ripug, (head of Buttermilkk Bay.) There seem to be a great
many seup here this year; some three and some six inches long, We
don’t see any sceup that will weigh a pound here now, and we don’t
get but a few any way., My father, twenty years ago, used to catch
three boat-loads at a tide.  Now you might as well look for a salmon
as for o large scup.



IV—SPECIAL ARGUMENTS IN REGARD TO REGULAT-
ING THE SEA-TISHERIES BY LAW.

ARGUMENT OF SAMUEL POWLIL, ESQ., DELIVERED IN
THE RHODE 13LAND LEGISLATURE.

This question of the protection of the fisheries of Rhode Island is one
demanding the most careful examination.

The most important aspect is the supply aud cost of valuable food
supplied by fisheries. )

How shall the amount be rendered most ample and how shall the cost
be reduced to the lowest price?

An able committee, with great labor, patience, and care, have devoted
much time to the subject. They have taken a vast deal of testimony,
and, at pages 22 and 23 of their forinal report, they give us this deliberate
opinion upon the subject, in these words: “The opinions—depend.”
And again, on page 23, they say: ‘“‘As was anticipated—irreconcilable.”

At pages 29 and 30 the committee admit the testimony of Mr. Tall-
man, to the effect that forty-five years ago the menhaden-men pulled
up their nets to allow scap to pass, lest they should cut their nets ; that
ten years afterward (4. e, 1833) “ We sold them at ten cents a Darrel,
for manure.”

Now, bearing in mind that the present constitution dates in 1842, this
aunthoritatively fixes and establishes the custom of netting senp as ex-
isting seven years, say, prior to the constitution. This is a wvery dmpor-
tant point in one aspect of the case. 1t i3 the testimony adduced by the
committee, and not by me. At page 30 they further state: ¢ Ten years
after [4, e, 1845] we begun—knowledge.” Now, our committee met
many witnesses tace to face; they had witnesses representing both in-
terests, and their secretary himself had the previous winter represented,
as a sort of connsel, the appellant interest.  And with all this, the best
means of reaching an opinion, they have told us, (pages 21 and 22:)
“The subject,” &e.

Now, besides taking personal and written testimony, our committee
have ecarnestly examined the most important documents and reports,
both upon our own and upon the fisheries of foreign countries; and
with perfect frankness and sincerity they show us what I must display
to you in regard fo the wandering fishes of the mighty ocean, to which
families the scup belong. The United Kingdom (Knglish) report (cited
at our report, page 15) asserts that, notwithstanding the most careful
inquiries, there was no instance where it was statistactorily proven that
various nets and weirs, “ used in bays or estuaries,” have “been per-
manently injurious to the supply of fish,” while, on the other hand, it is
proved that, in certain bays and estuaries, such fishing has gone on for
years without permanent injury to their fisheries.

A Frepchman disputes this in somne degree; still it is the deliberate
opinion of the British official report. Then our committee cite a coun-
ter-report of the commissioners of inland fisheries of Massachusetts,
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who criticise the above report of the British commissioners, chiefly be-
cause, to arrive at their conclusions, they (the Englishmen) adopted the
very same and about the only course acted upon by our own committee.
It is true the Englishmen asked 62,000 questions, while our committee
did not do so extensive a wrong, for they asked, I believe, only about
5,000, The only way in which our committee departed from the English
procedure was that three of them spent a day in a steamer visiting our
traps. However, they have not thought this visit even worthy of men-
tion. So we may suppose it yielded no important results in their eyes.

I understand our commissioners to quote, at page 21, from these in-
Jand Massachusetts commissioners, the following words: ¢ On our—-
of menhaden.” ¢ At times but absence.”

Here allow me to remark that while our committee claim the evidence
that horse-mackerel (blue-fish) do not devour large scup, it was fully
proved they do devour all the young seup.—(See minority report of
winter of 1870.) '

Now, I might read the last two paragraphs on page 21, still quoting
the last-cited authority, the inland commissioners of Massachusetts, who
merely admit that it is elaimed—not proved—that no amount or kind
of fishing cdn diminish the ¢ schooling or wandering fish of the high-
sea,” citing the kinds, and that it is likewise claimed—not proved—that
the local bottom fishes, which are peculiar to certain limited areas near
the shore, may be greatly reduced, or even practically annihilated, in
certain places by improper fishing. Among these they cite the tautog,
some others, and also the bass and the scup. :

Now, the scup are known to be schooling, wandering fish of the high seas,
and come from the Gulf Stream and from the Florida Cape. This is their
undenied history, except here, where the whole question as to scup is
begged and distorted by the Massachusetts report. This point thus
makes against them.

All the evidence of our commissioners shows when and how the va-
rious runs of scup strike our coast, and that they are not local, but come
in from the high seas. I ought to read our report at pp. 12, 13, and 14,
to show the judgment of another M.ssachusetts com.ittee. They sum
up by saying, (p. 13,) “In view—legislation.” Aud npon the next page
they cite the report of the most able scientific English commission
thus: “Yet that commission—Dbe repealed.”

I may dismiss the Massachusetts report by citing from p. 14, that
they, among other causes accounting for the diminution of the scup,
tautog, &e., in Buzzard’s Bay, ascribe it, in part, to a scareity of food,
owing to the deleterious substances thrown into the water from manu-
factories, which affect the clams and other species of mollusea, and also
to the advent of blue-fish, who drive away nearly all other species of
fish.

Captain Atwood, and I believe others, give the date of the first ap-
pearance of the scup in the waters of Buzzard’s Bay at 1793, which,
Iet me remark, was just seven years after the terribly severe winter of
1780, and that onr scup diminished after 1856-"57.

Now as to the variableness of many species of sea fishes, Dr. Storer,
in his History of the Fishes of Massachusetts, which includes the
waters of our bay, gives the following faets, written in 1853: ¢ In Aug-
ust, 1846—quite small” Page 45, Storer says: ¢ Dr. Yale—Dblue-fish
came,” and more to the same effect, on same page. On 23d of June,
1847, a squeteague, &c. ; page 53, Storer says: ¢ Captain Atwood has
seen,” &e. Page 73 speaks of the great abundance of sword-fish at
Martha’s Vineyard, which eat shoals of mackerel and menhaden, &e.
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{Quotations are made from Storer at pp. 277, 422, 334, 339, 365, 226,
‘)51, 82, 83, 265, and 269.] '

So mueh for Storer. Star-fish and oysters are notoriously bad friends.
An old fisherman of Newport, and T believe he is far from being alone
in his views, often said the steamboats seriously injured the fishing.
Now, without claiming undue weight for all these restraining or repress-
ive causes, they should have due and that a very great weight when
we form our opinions. Iivery one of these facts has a direct bearing
upon the intricate question before us.

There 1s a sound principle of philosophy to be ‘1pp11ed to questions of
science, and most especially in the department of natural history. 1t
is, not to mistake a succession of phenomena or a coincidence for canse
and effect.

Now, in the reptilian family, low down in the scale of creation,
where we find the fishes, the variety of circumstances which attend
their existence is very great, and very curious; so {hat the most
learned men lhave been unable to indulge with any safety in dealing
with analogies. The circuamstances which mark the habits of each
species vary with one another in a most extraordinary way. Thus
the United States commission, in running the Texas boundary line, found
tresh-water fishes which produced their young alive.  Other fi ShEb are
curious, and especially, I believe, the salmon family, which appears in
both fresh and salt water; and this is the family which most especially
has Leen proved to return to its native waters. It has no relation what-
ever to the migratory fishes of the sea, which range the coast from the
Mexican Gulf to the waters of Massachusetts Bay—few of them pass
that cold point, Cape Cod.

The food of fishes has a vast deal to do with their presence. We
know very little about their food. Can any one tell me what is the food
of the rich and valuable shad, and that of most of its relatives in the
herring family? The food of nearly all fishes, as far as we know, is of
an animal nature, and in its turn reqaires food; and any failure of this
secondary supply of the food of the food will entail the absence of the
fishes which consume the first kind of provender.

Fishes are liable to disease, to parasites. All the perch in the ponds
about South Kingston have little black specks in their scales. [Other
parasites were referred to.] [Certain enemies named.] I do not wan-
der farther into this intricate field. It is enough fo show how many
grounds there are for the conflict of testimony so decidedly announced. It
has convineed me that there is no sufficient ground, and especially taken in
the whole broad spirit of our report, to pass a measure 80 _fraught w?th the
direst ruin to many of our citizens.

STATISTICS.

J. M. K. Southwick, from Albro’s market, November 2, 1870. (All
hook and line.) George Crabb, (alone,) 439 poundsmuto yone day. Mr.
Brown, (with man and boy, 3 ) 718 pounds tautog, one day. Benjamin
Nason and father, (2,) 600 pounds tautog and cod, one day. Samuel
;))foung and Lawrence, (2,) 800 pounds tantog, two days, (not from the

ooks.)

Cary’s market, same date, November 2, 1870. Hook and line only.
John He able, (1,) 193 pounds tautog, one day. Mr. Osman and man,
(2,) 126 pounds tautog, 97 of cod, one day. Champlin & Huddy, (2,)
260 pounds tautog, 330 of cod, one day. Wm. Champlin and Young,
(2,) 388 fish of vamous sorts, one day.



ARGUMENT OF J. M. K. SOUTHWICK.

NEwWrorT, RuoDpE ISLAND, October, 1871.

Dpear Sm: It is with diffidence that I, in compliance with your
request, atteinpt to prepare for you this paper on the fish question; for,
as my resources of information have been limited, I cannot ¢laim thor-
oughness, either in reading or personal observation. Therefore I fear I
shall, like too many others who have written upon this subject, give
too much of theory without practice ; and to escape the study of cause
and effect, jump at the first plausible theory for the solution of an im-
portant question.

That my conclusions are mainly right I can only hope; but I feel
assured that your very thorough investigation will establish what is
right, and expose and reject what is wrong. If it aids you in settling
any point of fact, or helps you to arrive at a philosophical truth, I shall
feel repaid.

As much of it was written during a local controversy in this State, it
will contain much that may not be of general interest; but, as you said
“Don’t stop,” I give you all as I have written it, hoping that you may
be enabled to glean something {from it.

TIIE DIMINUTION OF FISH APPARENT, NOT REAL.

In former times, before the facilities of transportation in ice became
the means of supplying the great markets and the interior ¢ountry with
the products of the waters, fish was an article ot food only to the few
living along the coast, and a small amount sufficed for the demand.
Any extra cateh, at this time, overstocked the market and caused o
glut that gave the appearance of the great abundance that has been
attributed to those times.

LOW PRICES,

In consequence of the limited market the prices were very low, aud
the fisherman never realized pay adequate for his toil, notwithstanding
Le saved to himself (or to the conswwer) the large profits that now go
to the marketmen, by daily taking his eatch in a barrow to some promi-
neit corner or to the houses of consumers for disposal.

IIARD TIMES.

1n that day, by dint of lobstering, piloting, and acting as city watch-
man winter nights, the fisherman who was very industrious and very
pradent, managed to make both ends meet; but where oue was so very
fortunate it was only by working early and late, and using the utmost
economy.
AVERAGE CATCII.

The fish most caught were cod, haddock, tantog, bass, and mackerel.
They would usually get from one hundred to one hundred and fifty
pounds, but sometimes failed to cateh so much, and then they would
complain that “fish were not so plenty as they used to be.”



YEGULATION OF THE SEA-FISHERIES BY LAW. 77

We are told that, sixty yeavs ago, the above complaint was ehronic
aniong fishermen, but not of so virulent a type as at the present
day, as there were then no trappers to charge with being the cause;
but now there is a competition with them in the waters and markets,
where those who will not use improved methods are outdone.

Yet we believe that, where the fisherman really applies himself to his
business, he does as well as at any former time, though we would by
no means convey the impression that hook and line ever was or ever
2eill be a profitable way to cateh fish.

WHY LESS ARE CAUGIIT IN SOME LOCALITIES.

1. Beeause they are made wild by steamboats, vessels, and an infinite
namber of small eraft, and by being fished for by everybody, and in
every way.

2. The fish whose numbers have most diminished in those localities
are of the less Delligerent kind, while their enemies among fish have
increased and driven from their tavorite grounds.

3. The failure, or partial failure, ot crops of sea-vegetation and small
animal life that, according to natural laws, will vary from one year to
another, and the great amount of filth that must accuinulate on some
at least of the feeding and spawning-grounds, may cause a permanent
failure in such loealities.

4. The impurity of the water that so affects the oyster as to destroy
its value for food, as in Taunton River and at other points.

5. The destruction of muscles by the oceasional storms that drive the
shells up on our shores in windrows two or three feet thick.

OTHER CAUSES OF DIMINUTION.

1. Their destruction at sea from natural enemies there,

2. Convulsions of nature.

3. Distewmpers.

4. Being chilled by the excessive cold of some of our winters, as in
185657, when tautog were driven ashore in large quantities.

5. The enorwmous destrnetion of the spawn and youang by natural ene-
mies, that may increase or diminish nunobserved and unknown. These
enemies may be of their own kind when food is searce.

From all these causes, may we not find the answer to the questlon,
“ What has become of onr food-fishes?”

It may be objected that most of these causes are natural ones, that
may have operated at other timnes as well as at present. We answer,
they have so operated ; and perhaps the flactuations of fish were more
remarkable for the halt century previous than for the one just passed,
and to what, we ask, ean it be attributed ?  Certainly not to fishing.

WIIAT FISII ITAVIE DIMINISHED, WIIAT INCREASED, AND WHAT NEITIIER
WITIHN FIFTY YEARS,

‘We have stated that there was an apparent, when there was not a
real or general diminuation. We believe this to be trus of bass, and also
of tautog. While the indications are that scup have really diminished,
the DLull's eye have entirvely disappeared. |

The horse-mackerel, squeteagune, butter-fish, and Spanish-mackerel
bave increased very much, and are fish that were scarcely caught at one
time, but are now numerous, in spite of the means used to catch them.
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But before we proceed to examine in detail the different fish peculiar
to our waters, we will say that their numbers fluctuate in such irregular
manner—a season of scarcity often followed by a season of unusual
plenty—and their entire disappearance from certain localities for a series
of years, to re-appear again, are phenomena that upset our best theo-
ries, and make past figures of little account for the future estimate of
numbers, as, for instance, in the course of five, ten, or thirty years,
there may be an apparent gradual diminntion irom one year to another,
preceeded by a year of ubuudance. We here submit some facts that les Wl
to the conclusion that bass and tautog are about as plenty as ever.

1. Fifty years ago a shore-seine was used in bassing two weeks; but
the men engaged (hd not get enough to pay for their iood while m en-
gaged. A fallure to catch in that time, was not rare.

. At this writing, July 28, 1871, a boat isin the harbor with 9,000
pounds of bass, the result of one haul with a shore-seine, for which they
will probably realize 8300, One day this month, one man, Mr. H. G.,
caught with hook and line 1,000 pounds of bass in two honrs!

3. Ten years ago, fishermen caught from 100 to 150 pounds of tautog
in @ day’s fishing.

4. There were sold on the 3d day of November, 1870, at two of our
markets, as the day’s catehh of fifteen men, 2,800 pounds of tautog, be-
sides cod-fish muOht by the same, d[]lOLlIltlI]“ to 600 pounds, being an
average of over 2 23 1)Olllldb to each man.

'111(, fishes of our waters may be classified—1. As local and bottom
tish, being those that remain in the bay the year round. Of such are the
cod-fish, haddock, tantog, flat-fish, and eel. 2. The migratory fish, that
visit our waters and remain with us but a part of the year, such as
the bass, horse-mackerel, squeteague, sea-bass, sceap, herring, Spanish-
mackerel, butter-fish, and mackerel.

THE COD-FISH.

The cod-tish ave very generally distributed, during the cold weather,
in the lower waters of the bay, and, on the approach of warm weather,
work off into deeper water outside the bay, and are then less generally
qaught, but may be taken at all seasons the year round. They are
taken by hook and line, troll-line, not otherwise to any extent. They
live on shell and other small fish.

I hear of tantog being taken from them that wonld weigh a pound. I
am told by many fishermen that they are as plenty—some think more
s0—as ever; while some of our local fishermen think they are not so
plenty as thirty years ago.

The haddock, the (,ulleague of the cod, are caught with them.

BASS,

This fish has been generally abundant in our waters, but daring the
last, as in the present century, there have been seasons of sc ucity.
They first appear in our waters early in May, going eastward., They
Hre cquht in traps in May, to some extent, but are of small size, say
from one to four pounds in w eight. They are caught in July with hook
and line and shore-seines, but are of larger growth, say from ten to
forty pounds weight., They frequent the bay much less than formerly,
but are caught qmte plenty at more remote, or less disturbed places, as
at the Vineyard Islands, where they appear as abundant as ever they

were.
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We are told that now, August 21, they are schooling up, and will very
soon e, if they are not already, going west, taking the same route by
which they came, but, perhaps, a little farther from shore. 'They are
very shy when alarmed, and are made wild by fishing, steamboats, and
small craft that swarm in our waters; and from that cause, are kept
from the bay. They go very fast when migrating. A very great in-
crease in their numbers might cause an increase in these waters, on old
fishing-grounds, hut from causes above named I cannot think that their
increase can again cause them to come into the bay as formerly.

The most suceessful fishing for them that I know of is done at the
Vineyard Islands, by small eraft, fitted with ice, shore-seines, and ex-
perienced men., These rarely fail to make a good cateh.

We know of the following catches this season by two boats, most of
them the result ot one haul with the shore-seine; 500 pounds; 3,500
pounds; 3,000 pounds; 9,000 pounds; 3,000 pounds; 2,000 pounds;
also with hook and line in our waters, 1,000 pounds in two hours’ fish-
ing.

I know of a locality near Tappahannoek on the Rappahannock River,
where there is very good fishing for them; have caught them there
in January with troll-lines, but they are most abundant in IFebrnary.
In February, 1867, I saw 6,000 pounds that had been caught there at
one haul. There was one fish among them that weighed 80 pounds, the
largest I ever saw. The smallest of this lot would probably weigh
10 pounds.

THE TAUTOG.

This fish winters near the mouth of the bay, comes into the bay in
the spring—in March or April—remains until November or December,
and then returns to deeper waters.

They are caught in May in traps, still later in heart-seines, but more
generally by hook and line. They feed on rocky bottoms where seining
is impracticable; are caught, sometimes as late as Christmas, in the
bay in some deep holes where some may winter, but most of them go
outside and feed on the ledges until very late, and remain there nearly
all the winter.

In February, 1857, after a very cold spell, there were large numbers
of tautog driven ashore at Black Island and many other places, chilled,
doubtless, by the excessive cold, and from this event many fishermen
date a diminution.

HORSE-MACKEREL (SNAPI’ERS, BLUE-FISH) AND SQUETEAGUE, OR
WEAK-FISH.

These fish have similar habits, come and go about the same time,
and are very destructive to smaller fish, They disappeared from our
waters about the first of this centary, and returned again thirty-five or
forty years ago, and are now generally very plenty; but the present
season they have been less so in the bay, though as plenty as usual
outside, and I hear they are abundant on the coast of New Jersey.

Although scup came some twenty days earlier this season than for a
number of years, these fish were about as much lafer than uvsual.
They are not much caught now, but what are caught, are generally full
of the small scup that are so numerous in our waters this year.

The horse-mackerel and squeteague are, perhaps, the bulk of the fish
that are caught in heart-seines and gillunets. When nnmerous they
are very destructive to most kinds of smaller fish, driving them off
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when they do not destroy them, and following up schools of them to
prey upon them.
8CUP OR PORGY.

That these fish first appeared in these waters the latter part of the
last century, seems confirmed by all our traditions of them. The first
caught being exhibited as a new and unrecognized wonder of the deep,
leads us to infer that if ever betfore they had been here it was too long
before that to be remembered by the men of that day. At least they
have left us no tradition of their presence here before that time.

It appears that they came here in small numbers, but, tavored by cer-
tain conditions, they mualtiplied until they became the most numerous
of all our edible fisl. If we study the conditions under which they then
increased, we may arrive at a correct solntion of the question of the
caunse of the present increase. Here we fail to obtain information that
is wholly satistactory ; but it is certain that about the time scap first
appeared, horse-mackerel (blue-fish) and squeteague disappeared; and
during their absence scup increased to their greatest number; but at
the increase of the former they again decreased. Therefore we conclude
that the increase of theone is in proportion to the decrease of the other,
and also contingent upon the same.

The present season gives usa new phenomenon, corroborative of this
inference, the appearance of small-fry of scup in myriads dirvectly after
the great run of scup; first, outside, three or four weeks later at the
lower waters in the bay ; and the late appearance and small number of
horse-mackerel. These latter seem to have chosen another field for
their operations, and allowed these small scup to escape the destruction
that has so commonly been their fate.

In former years scup migrated to our coast about the middle of
April, and then appeared to be plentiful all over the bay. Ior ten years
to the present time they have not favored us with their presence until
nearly a month later, and then they came in less numbers, and were scat-
tering in the bay. What connection there is in their late coming and
apparent consequent small numbers does not appear; but fishermen
have a theory that the time and number depend much on the weather,
warm southerly winds being most favorable. How far the adverse
weather may have operated to keep them back in their migrations to
our coast, until the horse-mackerel and squetecague have marshaled
their hosts and cut them off, we know not.

TRAPS V8. SCUP.

It is said that traps destroy this fish while seeking an entrance to the
bay to deposit their spawn ; and this is insisted upon, notwithstanding
the traps cateh only one way, 4. e, when the fish are going out. DBut
it this is true, and the trappers by some legerdemain turn their heads
down stream and capture them, what can be said about the spawn,
when, as at the present season, precocious little fellows, two or three
months old, come paddling their own canoe directly after their fathers
and mothers, and fill our waters with their young life? It certainly
seems to settle the question conclusively that we do not depend upon
the product of our own waters for sapplies. And is it not a little sin-
gular that objections shonld be made to the capture of fish while in
spawn, when the legislative authorities, in one of the most enlightened
States of the Union, passed alaw to prevent their being sold at any other
time than when in spawn, as being then, and only then, fit for food ?
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Scup, as an article of food, were little prized until, by the aid of traps,
ice, and steamboats, fish were utilized as such over a large area of
country ; and the immense demand thus created required a vast amount
to satisty it, and has operated to build up this branch of industry to its
present wmagnitude.

OVER-FISHING.

That every fish caught makes one less in the water is true, but if that
one, if left, would destroy ten others, then the catching of that one saves
the other ten. This may not apply to scup as to more destructive kinds,
as horse-mackerel, squeteague, sharks, dog-fish, porpoises, &ec.; but in
some measure it may apply to seap, for aught we know.

It is known that herring destroy their own spawn, and we believe that
all others would in a case of' scarcity of food.

The small horse-mackerel are often the little bait upon which many
fish feed, and we very much doubt whether their own fathers and
mothers would stop to diseriminate between their own and the young
of another.

That it is possible to so diminish their numbers by fishing that those
remaining cannot repair the loss, independent of the vicissitudes of
.ordinary fish-life, we cannot believe, They are scattered over so much
ground that all the devices of man can never reduce their number, with-
out some great auxiliary aid from nature more destructive than anything
man can devise, although it may be, when natural conditions are such
that they must diminish, from year to year, as some species have, to the
point of extermination—then it may be that fishing may hasten; but,
as has been said by others, ¢ Under favorable conditions, no amount or
kind of fishing can ever make any material diminution of the fish of the
sea: 1, becanse of the small proportion of the whole number that can be
caught by any means possible, scattered as they are over so great an
area; 2, because of their vast reproductive powers, requiring but a small
namber to keep the stock good; 3, because the same means that are
used to catch food-fishes are equally destructive to other fish, their ene-
mies, the destruction of one of which saves numbers that would other-
wise be destroyed.

IMPURITIES.

That the great amount of impurities that are emptied into the waters
of this bay trom the sewerage of cities, the débris of manufactories, and
the accumulation of filth from various sources; the ashes of steamers
and other subs{ﬁmces thrown into the water, while it may not be un-
tavorable to sothe kinds, it seems impossible that it should not affect
others that inhabit the pure waters of the ocean for a large part of the
year.

We know it is said that the impurity either rises on the top or settles
to the bottom, and that between these two extremes the water is pure.
In some degree we think this true, and to the measure of-its truth we
ascribe the presence of what we have of the sea-fish in the upper waters
of the bay.

Fish, coming to our coasts in schools, swim near the surface. Maj
they not be diverted another way where they come in contact with im-
purities; or would they find a clear streak of pure water, and follow it
to the source of impurity to investigate causes?

Instances are not wanting where the total disappearance of certain
fish has been traced to this cause, as the desertion of the river Thames
Ly the salmon; yet the white-bait continue to thrive there in spite o1

8. Mis. 61——6
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all the filth. So may the cat-fish and the eels thrive in the mud of our
rivers, but the bass and tautog never can.

But the impure water is not the only nor the greatest evil of filth
emptied into the bay. The great deposits that settle from it and cover
the bottom, where the tide is insufficient to carry it off, by its accuniu-
lation must destroy much of the small animal and vegetable life that
would otherwise furnish food and shelter to the fish. The effect of the
impurity in the water is very observable in the oysters of Taunton River,
which have become so impregnated with copper, since the introduction
of the works near the river, as to destroy their value for food. Similar
results have been noticed from gas refuse.

FREEDOM OF FISHING.

At the Creation, * God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly
the moving ecreatures that have life, and every living creature that
moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly ; and God saw that
it was good.”

After the creation of mankind, male and female, the first great boon
conferred upon them by their Maker was dominion over the fish of the
sea. So it appears that man’s dominion over the fish of the sea does
not date with the charter ot Charles IT and his Rhode Island Colony,
but is contemporaneous with the creation of the world ; since which timne
man has continued to exercise it without limit or restriction, as inclina-
tion or interest dictated.

That he first exercised it by the use of that most snggestive and sim-
ple appliance, the hook and line, of which we have a very early account,
is evident; bub the inereased population causing an increased demand,
so0mn suggcsted to the progressive spirit of man a better way, and 2 7.)()()
years ago the Sacred Historian says: “ As fishes of the sea that have
no ruler over them, they take up all of them with the angle, they catch
in their net and gather them in their drag, because by them their por-
tion is fat and meat plenteons.” Thus defining God’s first boon as an
unrestricted use of the fisheries, that were without a ruler, and showing
an appreciation of the means used and the great good resulting from
their use : and then exclaimed the good prophet, * Shall they therefore
empty their net that brings fatness and plenty?” Not only was an ad-

rance tade in fishing, but they also made sluiceways and ponds for
fish. .
In Chlrist’s time nets were much used, and a sort of net that was cast
from the ship’s side, and thence taken back into the shiy like the purse-
nets of our day. The shore-seines then used must have been large ones,
for it was not considered that 200 cubits (300 feet) was far from land.
“They were not far from land, but, as it were, 200 cubits, dragging their
net with fishes.” ¢ Simon Peter went up and drew the net to land full
of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three.” It was thus that they
exercized dominion over the fish of the sea, and sometimes made great
catches, but often ¢ toiled all night and caught nothing.” A fluctuating
fortune, common to fishermen of all ages.

Thoac fishermen of Gallilee were countenanced and encouraged by
Christ, and were of the ficst from whom he chose his A])oatl(\s We
hear nothing of hook and line at this time, but can hardly hope to make
our hook-and-line friends believe it was because that method had be-
come obsolete; but certainly we do not find them mentioned by the
Sacred Hhtormu after other methods were mentioned.

1t then appears that in other ages improvements were made in fish-
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ing as in other industries, and that they then had the means of catching
them in quantity, and that hook and line were not the prime means for
catching fish.

Coming down to the early days of our eolonial existence, we find that
the Indians used weirs and nets in fishing, and fish was to them an impor-
tant staple food; and it became so to the early settlers also, they using
weirs, shore-seines, and gill-nets to catch them.

So important was this interest at the time the charter was granted
by Charles II, that a special provision was made in. it, securing this
right, (e. g.:) “That it should not in any manner bhinder any of our lov-
ing subjects whatsoever from using and exercising the trade of fishing
upon the coasts of New Ingland, in America. But that they and every
or any of them shall have full power and liberty to continue and use
the trade of fishing upon the said coasts in any of the seas thereunto
belonging, or in arms of the seas, or salt-waters, rivers, and creeks,
where they have been accustomed to fish, and to build and set upon
the waste lands belonging to said colony and plantations, such wharts,
stages, and work-houses as shall be necessary for the salting, drying,
and keeping their fish to be taken upon the coast.”

Living under this charter our grandfathers and fathers continued to
exercise this inherent natural right with as much freedom as they used
the air to breathe and move in, choosing their implements and using
them without limit or restriction. And under a constitution that con-
tinues to us the same gnarantees, we have so increased this productive
industry as to make it second to none in a large section of the State.

(“‘The people shall continue to enjoy and freely exercise all the rights
of fishery, and the privilege of the shore, to which they have been here-
tofore entitled under the charter and usages of this State”—Article 1,
section 17.)

‘We do not doubt that our heart-seine is an improvement on the weirs
of former times, and that our purse-nets are in advance of those used
by the Apostles is likely; perhaps, too, the fish-hook of to-day has a
different bend, a sharpuness of point, or a larger barb than those in use
when man first exercised *‘dominion over the fish of the sea, that had
no ruler over them,” but were free to all. And freedom did not mean
restriction, as it has been defined by the committee on fisheries, where
they, alluding to the clause in our constitution containing the charter-
rights, say that, “constitutional scruples may make it necessary to
restrict fishermen in- Rhode Island.”

This, then, the most ancient of man’s rights, conferred upon him at his
creation by his Maker, continued to be exercised and enjoyed by him
without interruption for nearly 6,000 years, confirmed to him by the laws
of the State, approved and justified by the best informed of this and
other countries, who have most thoroughly investigated its merits, is
in these latter days brought to trial for its continued existence, and the
liberty-loving little State of Rhode Island is asked to lead the van in
the crusade against it.

OPPOSITION.

About fifteen years ago many of the most enterprising of the fisher-
men, better to facilitate and render more successful their business,
adopted the method of catching fish known as “trapping,” which, as a
natural consequence of their better success, provoked the opposition of
such of the fishermen as lacked the necessary enterprise or energy to
adopt the measures, without which they could not compete in the mar-
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kets and waters. Re-enforced by occasional and sporting fishermen,
they succeeded in creating a prejudice against this method of fishing,
such as has been arraigned against every labor-saving machine adopted
by other industries with the same result, until parties of wealthy young
men, seeking relief from ennui or the cares of business,and thoroughly
turnished with the most approved tackle, turn fishermenfor a time ; but,
disappointed in consequence of not catching fish, are easily persuaded
that it is because traps have destroyed them ; then, without taking the
trouble to investigate the matter, an effort is made to unite every
element of aggrieved (or imagined to be aggrieved) interest against the
net-fishermen, with a determination to exterminate their, the only ad-
mitted profitable method of fishing.

By dint of great efforts and one-sided statements by canvassers, they
curolled the names of a long list of petitioners.

That very many well-meaning persons signed the petition, we doubt
net; and that some advocated it from a sense of public good, we be-
lieve; for the fish question, when first brought to issue before the peo-
ple of this State, so long as the facts remained obscure, did have some
show of fairness to those content to know simply that traps had in-
creased and the priee of fish increased, while the cateh of fish with hook
and line, in some localities, had decreased. While this constituted the
whole bulk of the information made available to the mass of the people,
and was enforced and made to appear plausible by the elogquent rheto-
ric of scholastic lore—that the first was the cause, the latter the effect—
it is not surprising that many were influenced by it.

But while they are discussing the means of restoring the fish to our
waters, the fish themselves re.appear and upset all prognostications of
their extinction by human means, and establish the fact that they, like
insects, in the lapse of years, fluctuate in numbers, though left to them-
selves. First, one species, favored by certain conditions, multiply and
increase to a number limited only by the amount of food produced, and
the ordinary vicissitudes of fish life, until some deadly distemper, a con-
vulsion of nature, the destruction of their normal food, an increase of nat-
ural enemies, or the invasion of their grounds by new enemies which take
their place and multiply until some of the above-named, or other causes,
produce the same effect upon their numbers, and they in turn give place
to the former or other species,

Such changes are constantly going on under the inexorable laws of
nature, that produce a like effect upon vegetation, sometimes by visible,
sometimes by invisible causes; and man can no more change the result
by legislation than lie can limit the drops of rain that shall fall upon
the carth. :

To account for all the causes that produce the effect is much beyond
the grasps of finite minds; its roots are deeper than they can penetrate.
1t is comprehended, in all the relations of cause and effect, only by the
Allwise Ruler of the universe.

We can only theorize and speculate about the hidden, unsolved mys-
teries of nature, that show man’s weakness, and point the limit of his
attainments.

%‘lhe following communications may serve to illustrate what I have
said:
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Captain TivoraY GAVITT, of Westerly: v

Has known bass canght in June that weighed from one-half to one
pound, that were put in a pond, and, when taken outin October, weighed
six pounds.

A boy living with him caught, by wading in, a tautog weighing five
pounds, at the mouth of a little brook two miles above the fishing-
ground at Pawcatuck River. It was a female fish, very full and very
far developed spawn; he thinks the spawn would weigh one pound,
He also states that the light-house keeper at Watch Hill, Mr. Pendleton,
(not the present keeper,) lost a bob fishing for bass thltt was taken next
day with the fish on Long Island. It was identified and returned to
him. Bass return west in August and September, by the same route
they came, but wider off shore,

Statement of JoB TEW, aged seventy-six :

Ten years ago saw the heads of scup in the water and along shore,
and considered it as anindication of the presence of horse-mackerel,
as there were no other fish in water at the time that would do it, it be-
ing too early in the season for sharks.

In 1810 bass were scarce.

Fishermen used to complain sixty years ago that fish were not as
plenty as they used to be. Have known bass to be very plenty in a par-
ticular location, and never appear there again in numbers, without ap-
parent cause for the change.

Think fish generally as plenty as ever. Always (11(1 vary one year
with another.

BENJAMIN DUNWELL’S statement :

Has fished thirty years with hook and line. Two hundred and fifty
pounds tantog used to be considered extremely good fishing. Often did
not cateh enough to eat during the month of August. My day’s catch
is about the same now as it used to be, both in tautog and codfish.

The seasons vary, but average about the same; do not observe any
reduction of fish; go further when fishing for tautog; think that owing
to the destruction of them, by being chilled in 1837, since which they
have not been so plenty in the bay,

Scup used to be plenty in the bay, but horse-mackerel have driven
them off. There are a great many more half-way fishermen now than
formerly, and they do not follow it up so well,

Epwin BROWN'S statement:

Barly in May, 1866, saw at Gardner’s Bay very small fry of seup and
sea-bass, just large enough to distingunish their species.

Fished at Seconnet in 1857 ; sea-bass were very plenty then. Since
that time they have very much decreased, but have again become very
numerous, and the last season were as plenty as at any time since I
first fished at Seconnet. Caught more tautog the present than any
previous year,
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PeLEs ITUDDY’S statement: ,

Has been a hook-and-line fisherman thirty-five years. Sea-bass were
very scattering, when first fished ; were told that they were very plenty
before that time. Abeut ten years ago they became very plenty, since
which they are not so abundant.

Mackerel were more plenty in August, 1870, than ever knew them to
be before. Tish generally ave quite as plenty as ever, except at certain
localities in the bay. While some kinds have decreased, others have
increased, Don’t believe nets or traps materially affect their number.

o

Statement of NATHAN Kivg :

Is now, and always has been, a hook-and-line fisherman ; thinks fish,
generally, as plenty as ever, but are driven off shore by the steamers;
thinks they are the clief cause of scarcity in the bay; has watched
them darting from a boat, and thinks that steamers must have great
effect in driving or searing them from the waters.

About twelve years ago, knew of a boat that went to Point Judith
for tautog; fished some, without success, at the nsual fishing-grounds,
then bhauled up killick, and worked along slowly—watching all the time
for fish; eame to a clear spot on the bottom and saw them ; carefully
dropped anchor, and in a very short time had a good fare of very nice,
large tantog. Repeated thie same several days, with good success.

When the sun is very hot, tautog leave the clear spots for shelter in
the weeds and rocks. Mr. King thinks the fish are very much harassed
all along the shore by fishermen: but when they are found in a guiet
spot, can be caught quite as well as ever they could. He remembers
hearing the complaint, ¢ that fish were not so plenty as they used to
be,” when he first went fishing; but fishermen forget the poor fares, and
remember well the good ones. The nearest places are so much more
fished, is a reason for catching less at those places, if there were noth-
ing else to disturb the fish.

Lobsters are quite as plenty as ever; that is to say, that the same
number of pots catch as many pounds as thirty years ago.

NEwPORT, September, 1871.

HENRY MERRITT’S statement :

Have been engaged in hook-and-line fishing twenty years—princi-
pally for tautog; used to catch from thirty to three hundred pounds.
The latter was an extra good catch. We considered one hundred and
fifty pounds a good day’s fishing. The seasons varied somewhat, but
caunot tell just which seasons they were most plenty; but think they
were more scarce the season after so many were chilled in the winter
and driven ashore. They were very scarce two years ago, but very
plenty last year; never saw them more so than then.

Caught three hundred pounds tautog several days running, and some-
times two hundred pounds cod-fish on the same day. Tished from Bea-
ver Tail to Point Judith. Thinks the average catch equals former
years at same places. Have caught tautog as late as Christmas on the
ledges. Have seen scup very plenty on the ledges almost every year,
but more last year. Should say there were three times the number fish-
ing now that there were twenty vears ago.

Scup are very plenty in the bay at present; have been since June,
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P.SOUTHWICK’S statement :

Is seventy-six years of age. When about twenty years old, went sev-
eral times to the Vineyard Islands, with a seine, to fish for bass; some-
times staid two weeks, but never with success; did not realize enough
to pay expenses, and often not enough to pay for food consumed while
so engaged. .

The fishermen used to say fish were less plenty than formerly, aslong
ago as I can recollect.

Mr. T. STEVENS, one of our oldest hook-and-line fishermen, says that
he, with two others, went to Martha's Vineyard to fish for tautog about
thirty-five years ago; would get from one thousand to three thousand
pounds in a week’s fishing. Went east because they could do better
than at home.

NEWPORT, August 12, 1871,

WILLIAM SI1SS0N, of Westerly, commenced fishing fourteen years ago ;
fished all the time since, execept from 1861 to 1865, from June to Octo-
ber. Used shore-seine; fished from Long Island to Cape Cod with it.
Yind bass first appear on western part of fisking-grounds; later, turther
east. The first that come are smaller. Have not failed to catch good
fares any year that I have been fishing, but never caught more than at
the present season. The spawn is well developed in most of the bass
now ; saw last week small bass, smallest four inches long, at Waquoit.

Horse-mackerel are not so plenty the present season, but have been
very much more plenty the last few years than when I first fished;
think three to one.

Bass feed on the bottom, on small fish, worms, and roots ; swim near
the surface, sometimes very fast, so that it would take a smart sail boat
to keep up ; catch them best on the flood-tide.

Both bass and horse-mackerel attack birds. Have seen small quan-
tity of spawn of bassin seine. They go together to spawning-grounds
in the rivers. Have seen scup cut by horse-mackerel, and have taken
from them the tail-end of scup that I think would weigh half a pound.
I think them very destructive to all kinds of smaller fish, more so than
anything I know of.

Fish are just as plenty as ever, but more wild, and keep more off
shore, owing to traps and other fishing for them. Bass will take hook
any time.

STATEMENT TAKEN FROM MY BOOKS OF THE FISHERY AT PINE TREE.

In 1866, up to May 11, caught $2 25 worth of fish. On the 11th
caught 168 barrels of scup, at $2 per barrel.

In 1867, up to May 14, canght $10 worth of scup. On the 14th caught
76 barrels, at $2 a barrel.
5 In 1868 fished from May 1 to 23. Total sales of all kinds of fish,

86 T2.

In 1869, May 6, catch, 2 scup; 10th, catch, 1 barrel; 13th, caught 32
barrels, at $3 a barrel.

In 1870, May 2, catch, 11 scup; 8th, 6 barrels; on the 15th, 60 barrels,
at $2 per barrel.

This fishery had been fished about seven years before I fished it in
1866 and I am told that large bodies of scup were taken as early as
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April 20 ; that 200 barrels have been taken at Seconnet as early as the
15th of April.
J. M. K, SOUTHWICK.

The fish question might be summed up thus:

Fish have diminished in certain localities. Itischarged that the dimi-
nution is in consequencejof trapping. Is the charge sustained ? If so,
then we may stop here. But if only met by the query, what else can’
be the cause ? we might ask by what maxim of law are trappers adjudged
guilty without proof, and compelled to seek relief by fixing the guilt? But
answer : If no other cause could be given, then it may not be traps ; for
who can explain the working of the mysterious laws of change written all
over the universe? Yet numerous and sufficient canses have been as-
signed to account for all the real or apparent diminution, besides the fact
shown the present season, that an increase of fish is possible without a
reduction of traps; that scup, like the herring of England, may in-
crease in spite of the enormous and increasing fishing.

It is proposed to stop trapping three years as an experiment—a sort
of sedative to popular clamor. And then what? The business would
be destroyed for all time, for none would venture capital in material
once rendered valueless, and liable to be again, at the caprice of experi-
menting legislatures.

As well charge the ice-merchants with short crops of ice, because of
large ones gathered in former years, and suspending their business on
their failure to demonstrate that it was from other causes,

To stop trapping two days and three nights in the week. Although
the scup-traps are down about twenty-five days, the great bulk of the
fish are taken within ten days. Now, if allowed to fish but five days
of the ten, as may then happen, there would be no chance left the fish-
ermen at this, the most important trap-fishing in Rhode Island.

The effect would not be so detrimental to the heart-seines, although
discouraging to those not now very successful. I Dbelieve any restriction
of the scup-traps, beyond that from Saturday night to Monday morn-
ing, would amount to prohibition,.

THE FFOOD-FISHES OF THE NEW ENGLAND COARST.
BY GEORGE H. PALMER, OF NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSEITS.

‘Within a period of about twenty years, four of the best food-fishes of
the New England coast, of different genera, different habits, and feed-
ing to a certain extent on different food, have been observed to become,
year after year, less in numbers and smaller in size.

These four fishes are— .

The striped bass, Labrax lineatus, (Roccus lineatus, Gill;) sea-bass, Cen-
tropristis nigricans, (C. atrarius, Gill;) tautog or black-fish, Teutoga
Americana, (T.onitis, Gill;) scup, Pagrus argyrops, (Stenotomus argy-
rops, (xill.)

For several years this fact attracted but little attention, and called
for no special investigation.

At length, however, the subject began to excite the alarm of the fish-
ermen who depended upon fishing for their entire or partial support,
and grew to be a subject of very general complaint.

Of these fishes there is no evidence that they have not always been
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abundant, until within the time mentioned, except the scup, about which
there is a tradition that it first became known in Buzzard’s Bay, in 1793,
since which time it has always frequented the waters south of Cape
Cod.

Up to about 1851, no means of taking these fishes were commonly in
use, except the hand-line, with a baited hook. ]

. All but one were caught at the bottom, upon their feeding-grounds,
with a still bait.

The exception, the striped bass, was fished for, for the most part,
among the rocks near the shore, by throwing and hauling an eel or -
other bait, or sometimes in the tide-ways, and at the bottom, with
shrimp or dead or living fish, and in the surf with a bait floating apon
or under the surface of the water.

They were all caught in large numbers thronghout the entire season,
except the taubtog, which appeared in the spring and again in the au-
tumn.

The catching of these fishes gave employment to thousands of fisher-
men, and furnished a cheap and wholesome article of food to all the
inhabitants upon the sea-shore.

The supply was always fully equal to the demand. When, however,
railroads began to provide easier and quicker means of transportation,
when ice came to be used to prevent or retard decomposition, and when
the fishes came into more general use as one of the ingredients of fer-
tilizing compounds, wholesale methods of catching them, more or less
ingenious, were devised to supply the demand thus artificially created.
Then traps, pounds, and weirs were brought into use, and have in-
creased in numbers and efficiency from year to year, and, as they did,
the hook-and-line fishermen caught fewer and fewer of fish, during a
shorter portion of the season, and these smaller and smaller in size,
until within two or three years hardly any of the fishes of the varieties
named could be caught by the common practice of hook-and-line
fishing.

As a consequence, men who had followed it heretofore for a livelihood
gave it up and became trappers themselves, and those who had ocea-
sionally pursued it to supply themselves and their families with food,
or for recreation and amusement, have been obliged to abandon it alto-
gether, or be content to spend weary and toilsome hours to eapture the
few stragglers that have escaped the toils of the more crafty and ingen-
ious fishermen.

So well convinced did the people become that the multiplication of
traps and pounds and the growing scarcity of fish stood to each other
in the relation of cause and effect, that in 1870, simultancously in Mas-
sachusetts and Rhode Island, legisiative investigation was demanded,
and, to » certain extent, obtained, with a view to such action as should
check the evil and prevent the much-feared destruction of these valua-
ble and important fishes.

In what I shall have further to say on the subject, I shall confine my
remarks as to those investigations to the ¢ Report of the committee on
fisheries, to the legislature ot Massachusetts,” the “ Majority and mi-
nority reports of the committee on fisheries in Rhode Island, January
session, 1870,” to the ¢ Report of the joint special committce of the
general asseinbly of Rhode [sland, appointed to examine into the fish-
eries of Narragansett Bay,” to the speech of Mr. Atwood, of the Cape
district, chairman of the Massachusetts committee, in support of his re-
port, and to a general review of the facts elicited by those investiga-
tions, and to the reasoning upon them.
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I shall refer to those several matters, to the evidence brought before
Doth these committees, to opinions stated and conclusions drawn, in
such order and connection as shall best serve my purpose, and without
more particular reference thereto.

From very similar testimony, the committees in Massachusetts and
Rhode Island came to directly opposite conclusions.

The Massachusetts eommittee reported “leave to withdraw.” The
Rhode Island committee recommended the passage of ¢ An aet to pro-
hibit trap and heart-seining of fish inu the waters of Narragansett
Bay.”

In the Tifth Annual Report of the Commissioners on Inland Fisheries,
(Boston, 1871,) those gentlemen, in concluding their remarks “ on the
possible exhaustion of sea-fisheries,” say, ¢ The petition for abolishing
weirs, &c., ought to have brought out much valnable testimony, but it
proved guite otherwise.” This was true, and the eriticism that followed
it just.

Early in that investigation, and in order to bring out all the valnable
testiinony possible, the managers for the petitioners represented to the
conmmittee the difficulty of procuring the attendance of witnesses; that
most of those who were interested to protect the fisheries were poor or
ot limited means, and that those who were rich, not being pecuniarily
interested, had contributed but little to carry on the investigation; that
the question was one of great public concern, and asked the comittee
to obtain from the legislature authority to send for persons and papers,
which they, although expressing a determination to give the subject a
full and impartial hearing, refused to do. The managers therefore were
Jimited to such witnesses as would willingly attend and the means in
their hands enabled them to produce.

On the side of the remoustrants it was not so. These two investi-
gations became so general and looked for such stringent legislation,
that the opposition was aroused, and all those who were engaged in the
profitable business of trapping and seining fish contributed liberally to
defeat, and did defeat, any action on the subject.

One witreess in Rhode Island, William Spooner, testified that they
went so far as to threaten all those fishermen who should go before the
committee to testify anything against trapping. '

It is more than probable, however, that limited and unsatisfactory as
those examinations proved, they together furnished more evidence than
had hitherto been procured, and brought out as many facts as are likely
to be obtained by anything short of congressional action on the sub-
Jject.

It is a matter of surprise, therefore, that so much information was
gained, and not that so little that was valuable was in evidence, and
although the ¢ very interesting contemporaneous investigation in Rhode
Island” went more carefully, thoroughly, and understandingly into the
matter, yet we find, on comparing the testimnony, that what was proved
in the one case was, for the most part, coufirmed in the other.

The English commission, the Massachusetts commissioners, and Mr.
Atwood may all agree ¢ that fishermen, as a class, are exceedingly un-
observant of anything about fish which is not absolutely foreed upon
them Dby their daily avocations;” * that these witnesses do not know
one-half of what they ought to know ;” nevertheless this is all the tes-
timony we can have upon a question of vital consequence until the
Government devises some befter means of ascertaining the truth. Mean-
time the evil, if’ it is an evil, goes on, to the prejudice of the fishermen
and to the possible destruction of the fisheries.
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Perchance this is one of those cases where the stopping the practices
complained of is the only means of aceurately knowing what the ultimate
effect of their continnanee will be.

Should the trapping and pounding of these fishes be suspended for a
time, and the fish should thereafter steadily increase in nwmbers, the
question would be settled. ‘

The matter is of consequence enough. Would it not be worth while
to try the experiment ?

In this view of the case, all we have to show is, that these novel, and
what we claim are improper, methods of catching fish, are a probable
cause of the scarcity complained of, having first shown that the scarcity
exists. The burden of proof is then logically shifted, and it is for the
trappers to show that their methods do not eonsume these fishes faster
than their natural increase.

They have then one further point to make—that by their wholesale
modes of fishing they do not interfere with the rights of others, for
nothing is clearer settled in the law than that all men have the right
to catch fish in the bays, inlets, and arms of the sea, and that no man
has the right to eateh fish to the injury of others in their rights. Then
we inquire—

Firstly, have the fishes under consideration become scarce ?

Secondly, are the methods of catching them, by pounds, weirs, and
traps, a probable cause of such scarcity ?

In answer to the first, we claim that they have.

Both in Massachusetts and Rhode Island it was at first stoutly de-
nied that there was any scareity of the fishes named, yet it was testified
to, by most of the witnesses in both States, and Mr. Atwood finds him-
self at last compelled to admit it, and then goes on to try to account
for it.

The interrogatories put by the joint special committee of the general
assembly of Rhode Island were in writing, and were eighty-two in num-
ber. They were answered in so far as they severally knew, by thirty-
nine witnesses, under oath.

Twenty-eight of these interrogatories bear direetly npon the question
of scarcity, and thirty-seven of the withesses swore that they had
grown perceptibly scarcer year after year, except during two years,
when the traps had been broken up by storms.

The testimony of the Massachusetts witnesses is notin print that I am
aware of, but from my notes I find that every hook-and-line tisherman
among them, except one, agreed with the Rhode Island witnesses upon
this point. .

Add to this the testimony of every amateur fisherman with whom 1.
have conversed, many of whom are men of saperior knowledge, accus-
tomed to observe everything with regard to the fish they catch, some of
whom have made their opinions public in works of standard merit, and
we have evidence safficient to establish the fact of the increasing scarcity
of these fishes, beyond a reasonable doubt.

Again, and more conclusive than the testimony of all these witnesses,
the scarcity of these fishes has beeome notorions. All along the shore,
from Point Judith to Monomoy, it has been and is now a general cause
of complaint. Everywhere you go, in any seaport town, the fishermen
will tell you what they nsed to do, and all the inhabitants are lamenting
the timme when they could go out and catch a “ mess of fish at any time.”
But now it is not so.

If there remained any doubt as to whether 1t was proved that these
fishes have become scarce, the Massachusetts committee, in their report
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say that ‘it appeared in the evidence that the scup, tantog, sea-bass,
and striped bass, in Buzzard’s Bay, have diminished duaring the last
few years, comparatively few having been eanght in that locality ;” and
the joint special committee of Rhode Island, in their report, after a
careful review of the whole subject, and in view of its  profound in-
tricacy,” say that ¢ the oral and written testimony laid before the com-
mittee estublishes the fact that, whereas scup were formerly abundant
in the waters of Narragansett Bay, and constituted a cheap and nutri-
tious article of food to the inhabitants, readily found and easily canght,
they have gradually left these waters, until they are quite abandoned
Ly this species of fish, and partially so by other species.”

Then, from the testimony of all the witnesses in Massachusetts, except
the trappers, and one Bearse, from Hyannis, who was not surpassed by
any one on the stand in the exhibition of ignoranee and prejudice, that
these fishes had diminished in Vineyard Sound, and we have three very
considerable and important fishing waters, in which these fish had
formerly been abundant, where now they have become scarce.

The fact of the searcity having been so entirely proved, the report of
the * minority of the committee on fishes” in Rhode Island finds it
necessary to say, ‘“and if these fish do not come into the bay as plenty
as formerly, we ecan only suppose that there are some econditions neces-
sarily wanting;” and the committee in Massachusetts accounts for it in
these four ways:

1. That they have merely disappeared.

2., By reason of the scarcity of food.

3. From impurities in the water.

4. The blue-fish have destroyed or driven them.

Let us review the evidence going to sustain these several positions in
their order.

1. That they have merely disappeared.

The Massachusetts ecommittee, in their report, say that it does not
necessarily follow that when fish leave a locality they have been driven
away by overdfishing; nor has any such thing been claimed. What is
claimed is, that in these waters, and with reference to these particular
fishes, they have been destroyed or taken in such large quantities just
before or at the time of spawning that any increase is impossible. The
significant fact is, that they have disappeared from these several waters
at the same time, and have steadily, not suddenly, decreased.

If they have not been exhausted, but have only left the locality, is it
not a little remarkable that these four different species of fish should
not only have agreed to leave these several localities at one time, but
that they should not have appeared in great numbers anywhere else ?

Mr. Atwood says that “all agreed that the scup, tautog, sea-bass, and
striped Dbass had, within a few years,diminished in Buzzard’s-Bay, but
failed to show that over-fishing was the cause of the diminution.” They
were not bound to show any such thing, Having proved that the fish
had become scarce, and that they had done so sinee the setting of the
pounds and traps, it was the duty of the committee not to take sides
with the trappers, but, acting under their oaths, on behalf of the people
of the commonwealth, to force the trappers to show, as logically they
were bound to do, that their novel and wholesale methods were not the
cause of it.

There was not a particle of evidenee before either of these committees
going to show that these fishes had disappeared—that is, changed their
ground—nor any evidence that they were of the kind of fishes that ap-
pear here in one place at oue time, and then in another place at another
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time. On the contrary, all the evidence there was proved that they
returned annually to the same grounds to spawn.

All there is upon this point comes from Mr. Atwood himself, after the
evidence is closed, when he, “laying aside the cndenoe," becomes a
witness before the bunte of \Iassachubettb, and gives a very interesting
account of what he had “noticed during a long hfc of pmctxcal experi-
ence in the fisheries.”

This covers a period of fifty-one years, and is very important in this
investigation, because it is the testimony of Hon. N. E. Atwood, of whom
the Rhode Island commission says, he is a ¢ practical fisherman of Pro-
vincetown, and a distinguished ichthyologist; ? because, say the com-
missioners on inland fisheries in ‘\/Liswchubetts, it is the opinion “of a
man who probably knows more of the habits of our cold temperate sea-
fishes than any one in the conntry.”

We have no longer ignorant and prejudiced fishermen on the stand,
who ‘“possess only a local knowledge of the fish with which they come
in contact; who do not make the habits of fish a special study; who do
not kuow one-half of what they onght to know;” but the great ichthyol-
ogist and the intelligent fisherman of fifty years’ practical experience.

Let us see what “changes he has noticed” going to show that these
fishes—the fishes under consideration ; not other fishes, but the scup,
tautog, sea-bass, and striped bass—have, or may have, merely left the
localities they once frequented.

He first alludes to the scup, of which he is “informed that in examin-
ing the old shell-heaps that have been deposited by the aborigines,
many years ago, the bones of this species have been found, showing
that they were here before this country was settled by the Euwpedns ¥

If they were here then, it is quite as probable that they have remained
here ever since, as that the “tradltlon" is true that thex appeared in
Buzzard’s Bay 1n 1793,

The witnesses who stated that they had such tradition were the
same witnesses of whose testimony on other points Mr. Atwood thought
so little; and the tradition itself may, for aught we know, have had
reference to some other species; but what is a great deal more probable
is, that they then first began to be counsiderably fished for.

At all events, this is very feeble evidence to support a theory that
this species of fish has appeared and then disappeared, driven away by
none other than the “Indians, with their rude 1mplement< of fishing.”

Since 1793 Mr. Atwood gives us no information that every year, tor a
period of more than x-event3 years, they have not, until recentb, been
abundant. And there was no evidence before the Rhode Island com-
mittee that they had not existed in the waters of Narragansett Bay
since the settlement of the country, which, if they had not, would cer-

tainly have appeared, since the people of that State have always been

interested in the subject of the fisheries, from the “earliest authentic
history of the colony.” As early as 1719 the general assembly passed
an enabling act empowering each town council “to take care tor the
preservation of the fishery within their respective jurisdiction, and to
remove all obstructions made in any rivers that may prejudice the
inhabitants by stopping of fish from going up the stream.”

The only other fish of the species under consideration of which Mr.
Atwood gives us any information, is the striped bass, of which he says,
that they have diminished in the vicinity of Cape Cod, as the blue-fish
have destroyed the bait upon which they feed. This is only admitting
the fact of the scarcity of these fish, and begging the question as to the™
cause of it.
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This is all the information we have from Mr. Atwood upon the subject.
‘What he says more has reference to fish of other genera and different
habits, without the least connection to show that what has Decn true
of them is alse true of the species now being considered.

In order that nothing having any bearing upon this subject should be
left out of the reckoning, let us see what Mr. Atwood says of the other
fishes included in his list of “changes,” and inquire what are the
natural inferences to be drawn.

After his remarks upon the scup, he states that the chub mackerel,
Scomber dekayi, disappeared long before a weir-trap or pound was
used in our Massachusetts waters. The common mackerel, too, ¢ come
to us some years in great abundance; in other years they are com-
paratively scarce.” In 1840, shad dppeared and, not long after 1842,
“they then disappeared.”

Precisely the same line of reasoning is to be followed here that was
taken by Rimbaud in his Review of the Report of the English Comimnis-
sioners. Mr. Atwood has fallen into the error of “compounding nnder
the common name ‘fish” of all the vertebrate class taken by tmher
men.” Rimbaud shows that a classification is necessary, a “classifict
tion founded not on anatomical characters, bat on habits and ]Obdlltlt‘»h.”

Rimbaud wakes four divisions. For the purposes of this discussion
only two are necessary :

1. Wandering fishes, the most of which are surface-fishes.

2. Bottom fishes.

The difference chiefly to be borne in mind is this: That whereas the
wandering fishes appear on our coasts only when migrating, and then in
vast but uncertain troops, the ¢latter are especially domestie, and dwell
and multiply on particular localities along the coast.”

According to such classification, the chub mackerel, the common
mackerel, and the shad, belong to the first division, of which there is
no doubt they appear and disappear for no assignable cause. They
come, they are gone, is all that can be said about them.

\Tot onlv do they change their ground one season after another, but
in a single week or day in a locahty wlere they have abounded not one
can be found.

Not so with the bottom fishes. They return to the same places year
after year, deposit their Spawn, seek their feeding-grounds, and remain
during their seasons. The hshormtn all undcrqtand this, and have their
bearmoa so that when once they have found a 100‘111ty where they are
f(,ed[ll‘_) they may and they do return to the same place again, as con-
fident of finding thefish atany subsequent timeas they arvethat they shall
find the rocks near which they had been anchored. Did anybody ever
hear of a fisherman’s fixing his bearings for a school of mackerel; or, if
any ever did, did he do it more than once ?

With regard to what Mr. Atwood says of the haddock, there scems to
be Letter ground for his analogy, but yet we are not sufficiently informed
of their habits, nor so advised of the real facts in the case as to deter-
mine how far it may logically be used in support of his views of the
subject. The fact, as he states it, is, that fishing with the trawl-line has
been in use since 1850, and that this species of fish has been increasing
yvear after year notwithstanding, until ¢“they have inereased in vast
numbers; so much so that they are too plenty for the fishermen or
dealers:” 621,953 pounds of cod and haddock were sold in Boston in a
single day. Mr. Atwood does not infer that the trawl-lines are the cause
of the increase, but says: ¢ The present mode of fishing catelies vast
quantities of a species of flat-fish, (Platessa dentata,) which no doubt fed
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upon the spawn of haddock when the hand-line only was in use.
Whether the flat-fish did feed upon the spawn of haddock we do not
know as a matter of fact; but if they did, we shall see with what pro-
bable effect when we come to conmder Mr. Atwood’s remarks on the
fecundity of fishes.

Reasoning from analogy is, after all, only showing a probability, and
cannot be 1wu’degl as a very safe method from one class of fishes to
another.

Mr. Atwood admits, with respect to the halibut, that they seem to be
decreasing on all the ﬁshmg -grounds, and leaves the senators, who of
course are not expected to know mueh about it, to decide whether or
not over-fishing is the cause of it. Whether the senators ever have de-
cided I do not know, but the fair inference would be, in the absence of
any explanation of the matter, that the fishery of them, prosecuted as
extensively as Mr. Atwood says it is, had somethmg to do with it.

Mr. Atwood says: It appeared in evidence before the committee
that the fish known as the squetcague is increasing in the vicinity of
Buzzard’s Bay, and along the south shore of Cape Cod. Some sixty
years since it was vastly abundant in the southern part of Massachu-
setts Bay, and though absent for so many years, it seems to be returning
to its former haunts.”

From such knowledge as we have of its habits, it seemns to be one of
the wandering fishes, and likely, therefore, to appear or disappear at any
time.

One other fish concludes the list referred to by Mr. Atwood, a species
of flat-fish, the Platessa oblonga.

What he says of the blue-fish will be passed here, as it comes more
properly under another head of my subject.

This species, (the flat-fish,) he says, was exceedingly abundant along
our shores before the blue-fish came. ¢ It is a bottom fish, and does not
come so directly in contact with the blue-fish as top-water swimmers ;
still, it has almost wholly disappeared, owing to the blue-fish having de-
%mx ed its favorite bait, which is the commou squid.”

Here, again, the buu‘ut; of the fish is admitted, and here, again, the
question of the causeis begged. Mr. Atwood, it is true, states it as a fact
that the squid is its favorite bait, and that the blue-fish has destroyed
the squid. Could he think of nothing else whieh destroyed its “ favor-
ite bait,” after all the testimony before the committee showi ing the vast
quanmt\' of squld taken in the pounds and traps?

This, then, is all there is going to prove that the deerease of the spe-
cies of ﬁ\hbb now under conmdu ation is absence and not scarcity. We
may now cousider the evidence as allin, for if there had been any more,
Mr. Atwood, with his declared purpose of “trying to show the danger
of externinating the race of fish, it there is any,” would have stated it.
From it, what are we fairly to conclude ?

First. That a certain class of fishes, called wandering fish, appear in
and disappear from certain localities without our being able always to
assign the cause; that their decrease is, or may be, absence, not scarcity.

becoml That a certain other class of fishes, ¢ called bottom fish, includ-
ing the seup, tautog, sea-bass, and striped bass, are domestic in their
ch‘n(mtcr coming annually into the same waters to breed and dwell,
migratory, and not wandering, in their habits, concerning which, if they
decrease, 1t must be scarcity, not absence.

2. The decrease of these species of fish is accounted for by reason of
the scarcity of food.
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In both Massachusetts and Rhode Island the attempt to prove that
the food of these fishes had become scarce, was a complete failure.

The fitty-seventh interrogatory of the joint special committee of
Rhode Island had special reference to this point.

Twenty-two of the witnesses answered directly that there was no
scarcity of food, and of the rest, I think there was not one, not even
Mzr. Tallman, who testified that it was not as abundant as it had been
yvears before. Mr. Johuson goes so far as to say,“I never knew as
much food for fish as at present.” Mr. Matthewson says, * Mussels are
fully as abundant now as I ever knew them to be; new beds have
formed right in front of my place.” Mr. Place says, * No scarcity of
food ; plentier now than ever.” Mr. Rice says, ¢ IFor maussels, &c., are
plentier than ever.” So the committee in Rhode Island, in their re-
port, well say that, “in the opinion of your committee, the preponder-
ance-of evidence is that there is an abundant supply.”

In Massachusetts there was less testimony on this point, and what
there was went only far enough to show thatthe food may have changed
ground, and that it there was scarcity of one kind, there was plenty
of another.

It was from the very slightest testimony, therefore, that the Massachu-
setts committee concluded that the cause of the diminution of fish in Buz-
zard’s Bay “ may be a scarcity of the bait on which they are accustomed to
teed, as large beds of mussels on which some of these species feed have
been killed by star-fishes, (five-finger, so called by the fishermen.)” Mr.
Atwood does not assign this as a cause, except that the Dblue-fish de-
vours the food of other fishes; le does not anywhere say, nor commit
himselt to the opinion, that the food of these fishes has become searce.

During the past year new beds of mussels are being formed, as we
should infer would be the case, from the growing scarcity of the fish
which cousnme it.

It will be observed, too, that the traps cateh large quantities of the
food of these fishes, so that if it has become scarce, they are one of the
causes of it.

We are forced to the conclusion, from all the testimony concerning
the food for these fishes, exeept of those kinds taken by the traps them-
selves, that it never was so abundant, while the fishes were never so few
to consume it.

3. Impurities in the water.

If the testimony to sustain the searcicy of food, as a cause of the scar-
city ot the fish, established the fact that there was no scarcity, but
abundance, so the testimony upon this point showed nothing so much
as the weakness of the canse of the trappers, and the shifts they were
put to to defend their wretched work.

The destructive effects of deleterious substances thrown into the
water was attempted to be proved in Rhode Island and in Massachu-
setts, and in both cases without success.

One trapper in Rhode Island resorted to the novel and ingenious theory
that scup were more sensitive to snch intluences than any other fish,
and one witness in Massachusetts had known a small bed of clams near
New Bedford to be tainted, and this, from one petroleum factory, was
the cause of the scarcity of fish in the tide-waters from Palmer’s Island
to Noman’s Land, a distance of more than thirty miles,

The same interrogatory (37th) and the 78th to 81st, put by the Rhode
Island conunittee, covered this point. Nineteen witnesses testified that
of their own knowledge no impurities existed in the waters with which
they were acquainted, or that if there were any, they had failed to ob-
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serve any injurious effects npon the fishes swimming in it. Allen says,
“Waters are not impure on fishing-grounds that I am used to; would
know if it was.” Bassett says, ¢ Barrington River was always famous
scup-ground ; Kickamuit River the same. I cannot find a person who
knows of any impurities in those waters that were not there fifty years
ago;” and, again, “Ithink the water south of Stone bridge as pure as the
ocean.” No witness, in all the thirty-nine, save Mr. Benjamin K. Tall-
man, the inventor of the traps, and Mr. Muanro, of Portsmouth, also
a trapper, who, in July, 1868, once in a while counld see a fish {(menhaden)
on Pawtucket River come up on the top of the water, gape, and turn
on its side and die. He supposed the cause of this was impurity of the
water. Had been there for several years before 1868, and was there in
1869, but never saw any other instance of fish dying in this way on that
river.

So the committee reported that, ¢“in certain localities, doubtless the
waters are lmpure; but the pollution does not extend so far by any
means as some persons in all honesty contend.”

One witness from Bast Greenwich, a fisherman, says, ¢ The water is as
pure as ever. My fish will keep as long near where the print-works
water comes into the cove as anywhere, and clams, quahogs, &e.,are as
plenty as they have been for forty years.”

The known reputation of Providence River oysters in the market for
excellence of quality and flavor is another significant fact in the way of
those who wounld account for the scarcity of fish from the injurious effect
of poisonous substances thrown into the water from large cities.

And in Massachusetts no impurities could get into Buzzard’s Bay or
Vineyard Sound, except from New Bedford, and nothing deleterious
goes nto the Acushnet River, except from one petrolewm factory and a
copper-works, which did not thirty years ago. The Prussian-blue works .
has sent its refuse into that river for more than thirty-five years, and
yet more was said abou{ that than of any other of the causes.

It is a little remarkable that we hear of no destruction of the fishes
from impurities in the waters of the Hudson or Iast Rivers, nor in the
waters of Long Island, nor in the Schuylkill or Delaware.

Ouly when traps are set in the baysand arms of the great sea are the
fishes diminished by the impurity of the waters.

Even Mr. Atwood could not be made to consent to this, and closes all
the avenues to such an argument when he says, * But in the great sea
man cannot pollute its waters by anything he can do.”

Besides, if the pollution of the waters was, aud is, a sufficient cause for
the scarcity of fish, we should naturally expect to find the fish to become
most scarce in the waters most atfected, while the fact is that they have
diminished just as rapidly in localities where there are not known to be
any impurities which did not exist fifty years ago, and from that time
ever since.

Lastly, the blue-fish as a cause of the scarcity. ¢ But,” says the Mas-
sachusetts committee, ¢the great cause that has driven many species of
fish from our waters is the blue-fish ;” and in support of this Mr. Atwood,
in his speech, says: “But the great change that has taken place in our
fisheries has been caused by the return ot the blue-fish.”

In his very interesting account of this fish, we are told that they fre-
quented our waters in1763 and 1764,in which latter year, coincident with
a great pestilence which visited the island of Nantucket, the blue-fish
disappeared, and Mr. Atwood has no knowledge of a specimen having
been seen here for more than seventy years. ¢“Abont 1832 they reap-
peared alung the south shores of Cape Cod, but did not appear on the

8. Mis. 61—17
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north side of the cape until 1847, when they drove away from our bay
nearly all other species.”

The bones of the scap found show that that fish was here when the
country was first settled. So fur as we know, they have always existed
in the waters of Rhode Island; and we have also the tradition that they
appeared in Buzzard’s Bay in 1793, and no evidence that they have not
frequented these waters ever since. They must then have Deen here
when the blue-fish arrived in1832. In 1847 they (the blue-fish)soaffected
the fishery, that that year was the last of the catch of mackerel, in which
Mr. Atwood was then engaged in fishing with nets. Why theu did not
seap and tautog begin to grow searce if the blue-fish is the cause? How
happens it that the blue- fhh which, io one year, drove all the mackerel
out of Cape Cod Bay, did not trouble the scup and tautog on the south
side of the cape for nearly twenty years? TFrom 1832, when the blue-
fish came, until 1848, when these fishes began to be very considerably
diminished, the blue-fish, which had appeared in such abundance as to
depopulate the waters of nearly all other fish, and depopulated Mr.
Atwool’s village and home, made no perceptible difference to the tautog
and scup. Nor was any difference apparent until after the traps began
to be set, which was in 1844,

The truth is, the blue-fish do not drive nor destroy the bottom fish to
any considerable extent, and would not at all, but that the tmps catch
up their food and force them to attack every speeles that swims, The
fishes which Mr. Atwood wus catching were mackerel, surface fish.
These the blue-fish would pursue, and these they could both destroy and
drive.

I have no doubt the blue fish has done mueh to drive other species of
wandering fishes from one place to another. Undoubtedly they con-
sume and destroy large numbers of other fish; they may indeed occa-
sionally attack scup and tautog, and possibly consume the food which
is eaten by the fishes of which we are now speaking, but there is no evi-
denee that they do so to any considerable extent. Let us look at the
testimony and sec when this savage, this scapegrace for the trappers,
this Temnodon sallator, does his work, and upon what.

It is not probable that he troubled the seup mueh in Mr. Atwood’s
bay, since he says that only a few straggling specimens venture into the
colder waters north of Cape Cod ; and we do not find that he disturbed
them on the south side ot the cape and in Narragansett Bay until they
had lived peaceably together in the same waters Tor nearly a quarter of
a century.

The forty-eighth printed interrogatory of the Rhode Island commis-
stoners is as follows: ¢ Please state, for the benefit of the committee, how
-»-hook-and-line fisherman is employed during the season, what fish he
takes at the beginning of the season, with time of commencing, and in
order mention the different fish as they are caught, with the usual date
of arrival and disappearance.”

.See also questions 4, and 68 to 71.

In answer to these questions, the witnesses agreed that flat-fish
appeared the earliest, then the scup, then tautog, and after them the
menhaden, which were soon followed by the blae fish. It also appeared
that scup and tautog were not taken with hook and line until after they
had spawned, so that they must have spawned before the blue-fish
arriveds consequently the blue-fish do not drive nor destroy these fish
until after spawning. Unfortanately, therefore, it the blue-fish drive
these fish to any considerable extent, which we have already shown they
do not, or did not prior to 1844, they come altogether too late in the
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season to depopulate the waters south of Cape Cod, or lay waste any
homes there; for when they come the scup and tautog have spawned,
and they have gone to their feeding-grounds in deeper waters. Mr.
Atwood himself conclusively shows the complete improbability of their
being destroyed after that in what he says of the fecundity of fishes,

I repeat what he says on this subject: How wvast is the number of
eggs produced by a single fish; hundreds of thousands, which, if any
considerable percentage should come to maturity, the waters would be
filled to overflowing.

How vast, then, I submit, is that destruction which prevents the
spawning of fish !

In order of time it also appeared from the testimony in both States
that the traps, pounds, and weirs are set before the arrival of either of
the fishes under consideration, and to cateh them as they arrived, when
they are coming with the shoaler and better serated waters to spawn.

If, therefore, it was a matter of surprise to the senator that men pro-
fessing to be acquainted with fish should come before the committee and
say they did not know blue-fish ate any other fish but menhaden, it is
more a matter of surprise that Mr. Atwood, the man who did know all
about it, did not tell the senators when these food-fishes appear, in what
order they come, when they spawn, and whether they did not go im-
mediately into shoal water for that purpose. He could have told, too,
when the blue-fish appear, and what fish they are pursuing when they
come, and whether the traps were not set betore the arrival of any of
these fishes, and to eatch them when they came near the shore to deposit
their spawn. And,in my judgment, he would not have failed to do this
if he had not seen the obvious effect of it upon the cause of the trappers,
whom he was placed in his position to protect.

Whatever may be said about it by Mr. Atwood, scup, nor tautog, nor
sea-bass, nor yet the food of any of the food-fishes of the New England
coast are the natural or chief food of the blue-fish. Menhaden and her-
ring are the fish which they mostly pursue, and upon these they chiefly
feed. This all the witnesses testified to, and this everybody on the
sea-coast knows, and, what is a significant fact about it, these tishes on
the whole do not greatly diminish.

Again, as to this blue-fish, horse-mackerel snapper, or by whatever
other name he may be called, Long Island Sound is full of them, and
yet we do not learn that he has depopulated those waters of scup, tau-
tog, sea-bass, or striped bass, nor laid waste any considerable towns or
villages there. So we conclnd® that, bad as the blue-fish is, too ‘much
blame is laid upon his shoulders; and I am not sure that he does not
furnish food enough, and that which is good enough, to pay for all he
eats.

It is more than doubtful whether, in the arrangements of Divine Prov-
idence, any species of fish can be destroyed by any other agency than
man, and not by him, unless he prevents their increase. He who gave
the law to increase and multiply abundantly on the face of the earth,
knew how to make its operation certain, and gave dominion to man
alone to control it. It cannot be shown that any species of fish has
been exterminated by any other cause than by preventing their increase.
Salmoun and trout feed upon their own spawn and upon their own young,
and yet how did they abound, until prevented from spawning by im-
proper modes and times of fishing ?

Secondly. Are the modes of catching fish by pounds, weirs, traps, &e.,
a probable cause of the scareity of any or all the fishes now under con-
sideration?
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It is evident that something has occurred during the past seventeen
years to cause the food-fishes of the waters of Massachusetts and Rhode
Island to become scarce. It has not been satisfactorily accounted for
in either of the four ways above considered. During those years, but
one other cause can be found which has existed in both States at the
same time which did not exist before, and that cause is the unre-
strained catching of these fishes by traps, pounds, weirs, heart-seines,
and the like.

It is certainly very remarkable that these four fishes should all agree
to become scarce in both States upon the setting up of the traps aund
to grow scarcer and scarcer, year after year, as the traps increased, if
either of the above causes assigned for such scarcity was the true cause.

‘Was not a temporary absence of these fishes likely to occur before Mr.
Tallman invented a pound ? Was never food for these fishes scarce till
trapping commenced? Were not the substances sent into the waters
from Providence, Fall River, and New Bedford, deleterious till then?
Has the nature of the blue-fish changed since the traps were sot?
Could he live in the same waters peaceably with all these fishes and not
before become voracious and destructive ?  If not, even then ought the
traps to be abolished, if by reason of them, however indirectly, the fish
absent themselves, or their food becomes scarce, or the waters become
poisonous, or the blue-fish becomes savage.

Such extraordinary effects, threatening the entire destruction of the
fisheries, depopulating our waters, depriving us of food, ought not to be
continued if the removal of the traps and pounds will prevent it. One
point further, going to show that the traps and pounds are a proba-
ble cause of the scarcity complained of: the thirty-third interrogatory
of the Rhode Island commission is, ¢ Do you know of yoar own knowl-
edge, or did you hear whether the traps at Seconnet Point were broken
up during the year 1862, and also in 1867 or 1368, for how long a time
were they displaced, and by what wind, and about what date, and what
was the fishing for scup those seasons compared with the previous and
suceeding year ? -

Twelve of the witnesses gave full or partial answers, and proved that
the traps were broken up in 1862 and again in 1867, and that the catch
of scup, by the hand-line fishermen, during those years, was greater
than during the preceding or following years. I grant that these facts
are not conclusive upon the point, but they are significant, and have
sufficient bearing to entitle them to consideration in the case, and go to
strengthen the testimony of most of the witnesses when asked to give
their opinion as to the true cause of the scarcity about which they had
testified.

It is not necessary to review particularly the evidence given as to the
cause of the scarcity of these fishes. It is enough that in both Rhode
Island and Massachusetts almost the unanimous voice of the witnesses
was, that it is the traps and nothing but the traps.

‘Whether the opinions of these men are of little or mueh worth, they
are, as 1 have before said, the best evidence we can have until the
Government collects the statistics, and all the facts are ascertained.
We are glad that some steps in the right direction have been taken,
and that a man so well qualified for the work as Professor Baird has
undertaken the investigation. That there are many and great diffi-
culties attending the subject there can be no doubt, but they are never
likely to be less, and the longer the matter is delayed the greater pro-
portions they wilt assume.

In Mr. Atwood’s remarks to the senate, he says, “If this legislature
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should pass an act to prohibit these modes of fishing that have been
called novel and improper, what would be the practical workings ¢7

This, then, was the great point in the case—not what injury had been
done and was still being done to the private rights of individuals, nor
what the hazard to the fisheries, but what harm would the prohibition
of the traps do to the monopolists—what was to be the effect on the
Gloucester fishery, on the Wm. L. Bradley Manufacturing Company at
‘Weymouth, on the Pacific Guano Company at Wood’s Hole, on the
Cape Cod Railroad Company, who had asserted, and who were defend-
ing what they called their right to all the fishes they could, by any
means, catch.

Even supposing, for the sake of the argument, that these wholesale
methods of taking fish do not, on the whole, injure the fisheries, by
what right does any man, or set of men, take all the fishes of the sea
which they ean catch as his or theirs 7 Have the public no rights? Has
not every individual some rights which these monopolists are bound to
respect ?

I wonder that the great injustice which is done to publie and private
rights by trapping did not move the legislatares of both Massachusetts
and Rliode Island to prompt and immediate action to prevent it. No
other so great publie right could be trampled upon, ne other private
right would be so despised.

I wonder that the people have so long consented to be robbed, and
for no better reason than that large moneys are invested in the busi-
ness.

Are the fishermen to be driven from their fishing-grounds, are the .
people to be deprived of food, that a few men may be made rich out of
the public treasury of the sea? And has he or they only the right to
cateh fish who can afford the extensive and eostly apparatus of the
trappers ?

One would suppose it eould hardly be necessary at this late day to
discuss this question.

The right of every man to catch fish ir the bays and arms of the sea
has long since been settled. The denial of the right of any man to
catch fish to the injury of the right of any other man has been main-
tained from the earliest history of the country.

I marvel at the presumption of those who, in derogation of every
other man’s right, stand boldly before the law-makers of the land,
and ask to be protected in their unlawtul Lusiness, or not hindered in
pursuing it. Is it not a matter of surprise that these men should go
before these legislative committees and parade the extent of their
plunder as a justification of the robbery itself? See the hundreds of
thousands of barrels of fish which they testified annunally to have taken
in their traps for market at home and abroad, for fertilizing phospliates,
for bait for the mackerel and cod fisheries, the profits ot which they
pocketed, and to which they had no legal or moral right if their modes
of fishing deprived the poorer fishermen of what was le ally and morally
theirs.

There can be little doubt remaining that these novel methods of fish-
ing stop the fish from going into their accustomed waters to spawn ;
that they prevent their going, as was their wont, into the bays and
rivers, and that they thus prevent those who live npon the banks of
these waters from taking the fish as they formerly did, or compel them
to longer voyages and tomore expensive apparatus. What Mr. Atwood
bpedks of, fhPI‘LfOI‘G, as the practical working of any act to protect these
fisheries or these fishermen, is, in fact, the practical wrong and in-
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jnstice of the business, which he should have been the first and most
active to punish.

But the people of the Atlantic shores, as a people, have some interest
in the continuance of the fisheries themselves, and know and can know
of no private or corporate interest so great as to be long permitted at
the risk of their exhaustion. Enough has been proved to show that
the traps and pounds are one great cause, if not the only cause of the
scarcity of the food-fishes of the coast, and the people demand and have
the right to demand that they be abolished altogether, or so regulated
that the fish may pass along the shore to their accustomed places to
spawi.

The trappers have had their way and filled their pockets during the
past seventeen years, and the fishes have become scarce.  Let the poorer
hand-line fishermen have their way for a few years, and you will see
that the fishes are as abundant as formerly. The proverb that ¢ there
are as good fish in the sea as have been canght,” was only good until
trapping began, and the theory that any scarcity of fish during one
season will be made up by inereased numbers from the great sea the next,
is only a poor conjecture.

We adimit that there is a great fishing interest involved in the trap-
ping of fish, as the fishing business is now carried on, but we do not
admit that sufficient bait for the mackerel and cod fishermen cannot be
obtained in seme other way not prejudicial to the -other fisheries. A
proper regulation of the traps with respeet to the time of their being
set and taken up would permit their use for catching menhaden, but
were Ythey prohibited altogether, there is no good reason to suppose that
the Gloucester fishermen would suffer for want of bait. Letit be known
when and where the bait was wanted, and thousands of our fishermen,
with nothing now to do, with their shore-nets would supply it in the
greatest abundance, at no higher cost, in better condition, and just where
and when it was wanted.

Perhaps not so many fish would be cast upon the land or ground up
into phosphates, but more would be for sale tor food and as much for
bait.

Nor will a law protecting the fisheries necessarily throw men out of
employment, but, on the contrary, will make business for a much larger
number. That great class of hardy fishermen so-feelingly spoken of
by the senator of the Cape distriet, will not only become more numer-
ous, but be better rewarded by a proper regulation of the fisheries.
How many hook-and-line fishermen equally as worthy as those who
have lain down to rest in a Newfoundland fog, have been thrown out of
employment by the greed of the trappers in their unconscionable, ever-
lasting hunt after that © last dollar,” and lain down to rest in as gloomy
a solitude, in the fog of New England!

It is only necessary to prohlblt the traps for awhile, and regulate the
time and extent of such fishing hereafter, and it will result for the per-
manent good of the trappers thunbelves, tor the good of these hardy
fishermen on the whole, and for the benefit of the thousands who could
once find a living on our shores, now so depopulated of the fishes the
catching of w hlch gave them employment and heretofore furnished
them w1th food.

I am satisfied that further commissions and investigating committees
will do no good. What gvailed the sixty-two thousand questions of the
royal commission, or the eighty-two questions of the Rhode Island
committee, or all the oral testimony of the Rhode Island and Massa-
chusetts investigations ¢ The trappers are always able to throw more
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influence into the scale than the fishermen. ¢ Leave to withdraw” is the
stereotyped report of the Massachusetts ¢ committees on the fisheries,”
and bills to protect are everywhere quietly voted down.

Mr. Atwood closes his remarks by alluding to the antiquity of nets,
and recites the simple and beauatiful narrative of the calling of Peter
and Andrew, James and John, the fishermen of the sea of Galilee, to
make them fishers of men.

It does, indeed, show that nets were in use at that remote period, but
it does not show the jusitness or lawfulness of the practice, and comimits
not the Master to its approval. TFor he said unte them, ¢ Follow me.”
“And they straightway left their nets and followed him.”

Once, indeed, in the ship, which was Simon’s, he performed the mir-
acle of the great draught of fishes, but while he compensated the dis-
ciples in that they had toiled all night and taken nothing, he destroyed
their nets.

There is another class of persons interested in the continuance of the
fisheries, to which I have but slightly alluded. What little was said by
them or in their behalf before the committee in Massachusetts was -
sneeringly received, and they themselves contemptuously referred to. 1
mean the amateur fishermen. These men also have some rights of
which the trapping of fish is a violation. Thoungh they are anglers
rather than fishermen, and pursue their finny game for recreation
and not money, they are entitled to no little consideration. As a class
they are rapidly increasing in numbers and in influence. Driven dur-
ing the heated months of the sammer secason from our more crowded
and unhealthy ecities, rod in hand, they flock to the mountain-stifams
and the sea-side. Generally men of means, of leisure, of cultivated
tastes, they forin themselves into elubs or associations, build comely
houses, and beautify their grounds. Lands long since worn out and
become eomparatively useless, and well nigh abandoned, they increase
in value; they add to the revenue of the towns and State they visit;
men of intelligence and culture for the most part, they study the habits
of the fish they catch, and add not a little to the stock of onr knowledge
of a subject of which the people know so little.

In the investigation of this interesting subject, while we hope to find
out more about the habits of the fishes upon our sea-coast, and what
are the proper modes and times of catching them, we shall not alto-
gether have wasted our time if we find out that there are some things
valuable which do not pay, and some things worth considering which
do not resunlt in dividends.

‘Whether a case has been made out showing that the traps and pounds
are solely responsible for the growing scarcity of fish, the methods of
otherwise accounting for it, resorted to by the trappers and their de-
fenders, are proved to be insufficient and unsatisfactory. Enough has
been shown to demonstrate that, by these means, the ¢ exhaustion of the
sea-fisheries” as to these particnlar species of food-fishes is possible.

This is enongh to entitle the subject to serious consideration, and to
warrant the Goverminent in early legislation to prevent it.

It will be better that the trappers should submit to some inconven-
ience—be put to some loss, indeed, rather than that action should be toe
long delayed.

It is easier now to interposc to save, than it will be by and by to
replenish, our depopulated waters.

GEO. H. PALMER.

Nuw BEDrorD, January 1, 1872.



V—REPORTS OF STATE COMMISSIONS IN REGARD
TO REGULATING THE SEA-FISHERIES BY LAW.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF RHODE ISLAND LEGISLATURE,
MADE AT NEWPORT JUNE 15, 1870.

The committee,* at the first of its several meetings, (which have taken
place at Providence, Tiverton, Seconvet, Newport, and Narragansett
Pier,) chose Franecis Brinley, of Newport, chairman. They found it ne-
cessary to obtain the services of a secretary who should aid them in
recording the testimony of witnesses examined by them, and J. Talbot
Pitman, esq., of Providence, consented to act in that capacity. The
duties have been performed by him with accuracy and to the great sat-
isfaction of the committee.

The process of oral examination was so exceedingly slow and tedious
that the committee were soon convinced of the impracticability of con-
tinuing it if their labors were to terminate in season to report at the
May session, and a series of eighty-two interrogatories was prepared,
with printed instructions, (copies of which are annexed,) and widely dis-
tributed. The chairman has received prompt, sworn answers from many
persons. As was anticipated, the statements are somewhat contradiet-
ory, and in some particulars utterly irreconcilable. These numerous
documents have been carefully examined and considered by the com-
mittee with an anxious desire to get at the truth. It should always be
borne in mind that the fisheries have, from the time of the charter of
Charles II down to this present time, been considered deserving of re-
cognition and special regard. The right of fishing belonged to each
individual, and he could not and ought not to use it so as to infringe
upon or destroy the right of arother, Now, it is the alleged violation of
this individunal right, and of a conmon but sound principle of law as
well as of morals, by the introduction of trap-fishing, that the people on
the inland waters of the State complain.

The oral and written testimony laid before the committee, establishes
the fact that whereas scup were formerly abundant in the waters of
Narragansett Bay, and constituted a cheap and nutritions article of
food to the inhabitants, readily found and easily caught, they have
gradually left these waters, until they are quite abandoned by this
species of fish, and partially so by other species.

To what cause shall this change be ascribed? The opinion is very
generally expressed by witnesses, that it is owing to the interception of
fish by the various traps and nets which are scattered in their way, so
that some of the deponents entertain a belief that they will soon be
utterly exterminated.

In this connection let nus advert to the deposition of Mr. C. H. Bassett,

* The first part of the report is omitted as consisting of general considerations on the
subject in the way of statistics, &e. :
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of Barrington, a very intelligent man. In answer tointerrogatory 38, he
says, “T have canght scup both side of Stone Bridge. These fish spawn
in this bay; the fish canght in Kickamuit River had never een out of
that river; they were spawned there, and if not disturbed would have

returned there the next spring, as sure as the bird comes back to its old
baunt” In answer to question 58, he adds, “ My opinion is, these fish
follow along the coast and would fill all the bays and rivers, where no
obstruection was placed ; as a drove of cattle going along the road will
come into your fields if the bars are down, so these fish “in their migra-
tion would fill our bay were it not for the traps.” A portion of his
answer to question 80 is, ¢ For a fortnight past I have fished nearly every
morning for two or three hours on Barvington Bridge, and have conversed
with a great many carpenters, shoemakers, and other workmen who come
to the bridge to cateh afew tautog, if possible, for a dinner before going
to their d‘n s work ; they say fuxmerlv they were able (when scup and
fish were plentx) to come down here and catch all the fish they wanted
before they went to their day’s work. They all tell one story. DBefore
traps were allowed, there were plenty of fish; could catch enough in
half an bour. One very intelligent man thought it made one hundred
dollars difference in the cost of living to those persons living on the
shore and in the small towns on the bay, and, from my own experience,
I have no doubt there are a thousand persons living near the shore to
to whom it would make this difference, amounting to a loss fo them
amounting to one hundred thousand dollars each year, the loss in the
high price of fish in Providence market not being taken into account.”

It was in evidence that such vast amounts of scup were sent to New
York, Ihiladelphia, &ec., that the increased catch did not reduce the
price for home consamption. Mr. Bassett, in his answer to the 50th
guestion, states that ¢in former years I’rovulence market was almost
wholly supphed with fish from the bay. The bay and river was a vast

reservoir from which we took out fresh fish from day to day, as we
wished. Iremember seeing a fisherman salting down a car-load of blue-
fish, because all he could get offered was one dnd a half cents per pound.
A ﬁsh he was then glad to sell for twenty cents would to-day sell for
$1 25. TUuder the hook-and-line system, we had scup from tuje to six
months in the year at a very low price; now we get scuppaug for about
fourteen days, and stale at that; when the fish were allowed to come in
the bay, we had them near the (*1tv, and they came to our market ‘live
and kicking.” Under the present destructive system of trapping, not
only is all onr summer supply sent off, but the fish not héing allowed to
-spawn, the natural increase is cut off.” Aeccording to the testimony of
Daniel L. Church, of Pertsmouth, “up to noon of this 16th day of May,
1870, between nine and ten thousand barrels of scup, and about three
hundred barrels of other fish, including fifty barrels of striped mackerel,
have Dbeen caught between Brenton’s Reef and here, (Seconnet,) and
about two-thirds of this whole cateh have been caught at Seconnet
Point.”

The scarecity of fish in the bay has by some witnesses been attributed
to the impurity of the water arising from deleterious water poured into
the bay from Taunton, Full, and Providence Rivers, and other sources,
where the residue of chemicals, &e., is permitted to mingle with the
pure waters of the ocean. On this pomt, as on others, the evidence is
very inconclusive and contradictory. In certain localities doubtless the
waters are impure; but the pollution does not extend so far by any
means as some persons in all honesty contend.

Mr, Bassett, in his answer to inter rogatory 57, says, * As to the im-
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purity of the water, Barrington River was always famous scup-ground;
Kickamuit River the same. I cannot find a person who knows of any
impurities in those waters that were not there fifty years ago; but no
scup are now canght there to-day, and with the tide ebbing and flowing
twice every day, the impurities falling into the bay are hardly more
noticeable than a drop of ink into a hogshead of water.”

Scarcity of food has been assigned as a reason why fish are not so
numerous in the bay and rivers as heretofore. Again opinions differ,
some persons believing there is no want of food, and others atfirming
its scarcity. In the opinion of your committee, the preponderance of
evidence is thaf there is an abundant supply.

Mr." Bassett, in reply to question 57, says, “ My opinion as to scarcity
of food is, that there is the same amount as formerly; some have said
muscles are scarce; on this point I can say, in the spring of 1868 I lived
at the head of Buollock’s Cove, and two or three mornings of the week
went on to the musecle-bed off Nayatt or Bullock’s Points, carrying a
pair of rakes, and always pulled up all the muscles we wanted; they
were so plentiful on Ballock’s Point that a man in my employ, at a very
low tide, shoveled into a sea-weed scow as many as two horses could
draw, and put them into the manuare heap.”

In answer to the 80th interrogatory, Mr. Bassett says, ¢ This trapping
has destroyed a business which formerly was followed by many of our
citizens. I do not know a man in the city of Providence who now fol-
lows fishing for a living, and for this reason: I think fish are so scarce
in the bay they could not make a living. Boat-building was formerly
carried on here by six or seven different concerns. 1 know of but two
now, who build a few boats. All the business formerly connected with
down the river boating-parties has been broken up, and onr citizens go
down to Maine or other places for fishing.”

This witness presents the view which, in general, is that of the hook-
and-line fishermen. In juxtaposition, the committee propose to place
the evidence of Benjamin Tallman, of Portsmouth, well known as a
fisherman of very great experience, and who may be considered as the
inventor of trap-fishing. His examination by the committee was thor-
ough and protracted. His oral reply to the dth printed interrogatory
was as follows: “ The proportion of tantog to scup is very small. 1don’t
suppose that the average of each trap would amount to four hundred
pounds the whole season. In 1867, in nine days, I got £18,000; I have
six traps ; bad three traps on one line; employed twenty-seven men on
these three traps and twenty-seven on the other three; couldn’t tell
how many barrels; sold them at about $2 per barrel; should think
about 10,000 barrels ; got one morning $3,000 before breakfast. In1868
did nothing. T had nine gangs, and expected to have got $30,000, but
did not get over $6,000. The reason was it was owing to the northeast
winds; cold storm all the time; kept the fish off the shore in deeper
waters. In 1869 had six traps and six gangs; took about $6,000.
Horse mackerel came along about the 25th of May; the price averaged
$2 per barrel; some sold for $1 and some for $3.”

As to the number of traps, he stated, ¢ There are nine setting-places,
eight for donble gangs and one for single gang, abt Seconnet Point;
there are three set further south than usual this year. There are sev-
enteen gangs, of abont ten men each, including the cook. At the Flints,
on Sachuest Point, there are six gangs, having fifty-six men, between
Sachuest Point and Easton’s Point. Three at Gooseberry Island; one
belongs at Newport, one at Tiverton, and one at Portsmouth. Bast of
Brenton’s Reet, single gang. Two traps at the Wash-Bowl, west of
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Brenton’s Reef; one owned at Newport and one at Portsmouth. There
used to be one at Castle Hil—whether now there or not 1 cannot tell—
small one. On west side of Conanicut, north of Beavertail, there is a
trap owned by Gladding, as I understand ; took three hundred pounds
of menhaden yesterday there. Sometimes a trap is set this side and
north of Point Judith, in pleasant weather; but not much is done with
it.”’

That an approximate estimate may be made as to the cost of these
traps and necessary apparatus, the committee refer to the following
statements of Mr. Tallman. In answer to the 8th printed interrogatory
he stated that ‘it takes about four hundred and fifty pounds of twine
to make a trap, for the trap part alone; that’s the average for an aver-
age-sized trap. The leader about two hundred fathoms long; that’s
the average of the leader at Seconnet Point; weight about six hundred
pounds. We have a purse-seine used a year and then made into a
leader. Twine costs now about $1 per pound ; some is over that; most
of the twine costs $1 15 down to 85 cents; worth about halt-price when
used as a leader. Asa general thing, we use new twine for the trap
and pound. Cables cost about $6 apiece; use ten for a trap; ten an-
chors to a trap, costing $15 each, and worth that. Cables would last
two years good. Think the best way is to have a new cable ; cable after
being used one year would be worth $2. Three little boats (14 feet
long) to each gang, and worth $65 apiece, new ; they will last abount six
years; depends upon where you use them, somewhat. Two large boats
(30 feet keel) to carry fish to vessel, to a gang. Boats worth $1,400
each will last ten years; could be used for other purposes. There are
two boats (19 feet keel) to a gang, which are used to carry out the an-
chor-warps, set the traps, &c., cost about $165 each; these boats are
also used for menhaden-fishing. New twine put into traps and taken
good care of, would be good for another year.”

To the 11th and 12th printed interrogatories, he answers that ¢ there
is-a lJaw among the trappers at Seconnet Point that no leader shall be
more than two hundred fathoms; the leaders come out in a line ten
fathoms beyond the one above it. At the Flints, the leader is five hun-
dred fathoms from the beach, but the one on the Point is seventy-five
fathoms. On the five hundred fathom leader three traps are set ; on the
one at the Point only one trap is set. The trap is about twenty-eight
fathoms wide, so that a trap set in seven fathoms of water would be
about fourteen fathoms across ; the length is about thirty-four fathoms.”

In regard to the diminished number of fish, Mr. Tallman testifies, in
reply to printed interrogatories 23 and 24, that ‘ sea-bass are not so
plenty as fifteen years ago; then they were worth three cents per pound,
and the same now. Tautog same price as fifteen years ago, three cents
per pound. With the exception of scup, prices are the same. Secup are
three times the price they were then. The first thing we did forty-five
years ago, if we saw scup, we used to pull up the nets when fishing for
menhaden and let them go, for fear they would cut the seine to pieces.
Ten years after, we sold them at ten cents per barrel, for manure. Ten
years after, we began to send fish to New York, packed in ice, and they
were then sold for twenty-five cents per barrel. Not more than two
vessel engaged in the business. Most of them used for manure were
sold at about sixteen cents per barrel. About twenty years ago you
could buy as many as you wanted for sixteen cents. About twelve
yeurs ago the price would average for shipping fish, fifty cents per bar-
rel. Not more than one-fifth was used for food. Those sold for manure
brought about.twenty cents per barrel. No scup have been sold and
used for manure for about eight years,to my knowledge. The price
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then would average about one dollar per barrel, T should think, The
price has been constantly and gradually increasing ever since; the
average price last year was about two dollars a barrel; they have
brought $4 50 per barrel. The price has been increased in consequence
of increased demand and scarcity of fish, together with the facility of
arrying them to market. I have seen seventy vessels taking in tish
and waiting their turn, twelve loading at one time, at Seconnet Point.”
To the 25th interrogatory, he says, ¢ I should think that about three thowu-
sand barrels of seup were carried to Providence. I should say not over
one-fifth of the takings were used in the State for food, for the last three
years.,” ¢ Scup,” he says, in answer to interrogatory 31, ¢ were canght
above Stone Bridge in 1825 and afterward. In the year 1823, or there-
abouts, they were caught at Church’s Cove. That is about the first
seining that was done about Seconnet Point. TFrom 1825 to 1845 any
quantity of scup were caught; after that they did not so many cowe up
the river as formerly.”

Mr. Tallman is of opinion that if these methods of taking fish were
disused, the market would not be better or fish more plenty, because
the fish the trappers take would not have stopped in the bay; all the
impurities of the waters at IFall River, Providence, &c., deleteriously
affect the fish.

These two deponents may be said to fairly represent the opinions and
convictions of the hook-and-line men on the one hand and of the trap-
pists on the other. It will not escape observation that they agree on
two important points: first, that there has been a gradual diminution
of the number of fish entering the bay or river; secondly, that fish are
not as cheap as formerly. They differ as to the cause of the decrease,
but it must be admitted as a fact that contemporaneous with the intro-
duction of traps was a decrease of fish. In this connection we may use
the langnage of Professor Greene in his speech before the general
assembly last winter: ¢ Is it not an accepted principle of philosophical
investigation that where two facts follow each other in this close order
of sequence, they bear to each other the relation of caunse and effect?
Does the severest logic demand any other test than that the cause
should be adequate, the effect evident? Is it not to reasoning like this
that we are indebted for all that we know of the laws of animal and
vegetable life? What is theory but the generalization of plienomena,
and what do we require of these phenomena but that they should bear
the most rigorous investigation? That investigation, in questions like
this, is experimment. If the theory be just, the experiments will confirin
it. If the theory be false, the experiments will reveal the falsehoods.
And here,” e continued, “ [ might rest my argument, for all that we ask
is, that this question, so important to every citizen of Rhode Island,
should be brought to the test of experiment.”

This report had reached this point, when the chairman received a
copy of the Yarmouth Register of May 27, in which there is a speech
made by Mr. Atwood, of the Massachusetts senate, on the 19th of April
last, in relation to the petitions for the prohibition of net and scine
fishing on the coast of that State. Mr. Atwood was opposed to any
prohibitory legislation, because he had not any apprehension that the
fisheries could be exhausted; that fish were migratory, or rather not
permanently local; they sometimes have a locality, and, after the lapse
of years, reappear$ that therefore the disappearance of fish of any kind
is not proof of their exhaustion, but merely of absence. Mr. Atwood
states, ¢ The seup that has been so abundant for many years south of
Cape Cod extends to Florida, and is eanght in great numbers along the
coast. It finds a ready sale in New York, and other markets, but in
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Boston market it is not known as a marketable species, and is seldom
seen there. Only a few strageling specimens venture into the colder
waters north of Cape Cod. Witnesses stated before the committee that
they had a tradition informing them that scup first appeared in Buz-
zard’s Bay in 1793.” If it be true that scup will avoid the colder water
north of Cape Cod, the force of the argumnent that if they are not taken at
Seconnet Point they will keep on eastward, and then be taken by the
fishermen of Massachusetts, is essentially lmpaired.

It must not be overlooked that Mr. Atwood in his speech has in mind
the fisheries of the coast of Massachusetts, and not of Rhode Island;
besides, e was relieved from constitutional scruple, inasmuch as there
is no constitutional provision in Massachusetts as in this State in refer- -
ence to the right of fishing, the intent and design of which he could not
disregard. It may be, therefore, that he is warranted in his belief that
in Massachusetts there is no unecessity for the passage of any general
legislative act for the protection and regulation of the sea fish and fish-
eries ; but it does not follow that there is no necessity for such action
in Rhode Island. Finally, he makes this admission: ¢ If fish have dim-
inished in any of the small arms of the sea, I should have no objection
to the passage of a local act, provided it did not interfere with the
rights of others.”

Now, as the testimony is ample and conclusive that scup and other
bottom fish have diminished in the rivers and bay and arms of the sea of
Rhode Island since the introduction of trap-fishing, it appears to the com-
mittee that some legislative restraint, as to the use of new instramentali-
ties for fishing, which impair or destroy individual rights, should be pro-
vided and enforced. The grave and complex question, how to adjust that
restraint, has been most anxiously and caretully considered by the
committee.

The boats, anchors, traps, and other apparatus required for the prose-
cution of trap-fishing are of heavy cost; some or all of these articles
and materials could be used for various useful purposes, if trapping was
prohibited. But this great interest should not be stricken down at
once. Care must be taken, however, that in seeking for the reasonable
preservation of that interest, the claims of another and large portion of
the people should not be disregarded. Mechanics and other respectable
persons who, by a cast of the hook and line, could, without interfering
with their regular doties and employments, add a dish to their {rugal
tables, have not now the same chance as heratofore. It was in evidence
that in certain localities beat-building was quite abandoned; that
parties did not visit Narragansett Pier, Stone Bridge, and other water-
ing places, or soon left them, because the attraction of good fishing was
wanting; and that this was attended by the depreciation of real and
other property.

After a caretul and anxious investigation of the sabjeet, the committee
have come to the unanimous coneclusion to recommend that the use of
all traps and heart-seines, and other contrivances for catching fish, not
including pike-nets, shore or purse seines, be prohibited in all the waters
of Rhode Island northerly of a line drawn from the southerly point of
the rocks at Breuton’s Reef, to the southerly point of Point Judith, and
north of the Stone Bridge at Howland’s Ferry.

FRANCIS BRINLEY,
JOSEPH OSBORN,
JOSHPH W, SWELT,
HENRY T.GRANT,
JABEZ W. MOWRY,
NEWPORT, June 15,1870, Committee.
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The committee recommend the passage of the following act:
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS.
January session, A. D, 1871,

AN ACT to prohibit trap and heart-seining of fish in the waters of Narragansett Bay.

It is enacted by the general assembly as follows :

SecrioN 1. No trap, heart-seine, or other contrivance of any kind or
description, otherthan pike-nets, purse-seines, shore-seines, scoop or hand-
nets, and hook and line for catching fish, shall be set or drawn in any
of the waters within the jurisdiction ot the State, northerly of a line
drawn from the southerly point of the rocks at Brenton’s Reef, to the
southernmost point of Point Judith, and north of the Stone Bndge at
Howland’s Ferry.

SEC. 2. That each and every person who shall be or shall have been
en gawed in setting or drawmg any trap or other contrivance prohibited
by the first %ectlon, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall
pay a fine of not less than fifty or more than three hundred dollars for
the first offense, and for the second and every subsequent offense he
shall be fined a sum of not less than five hundred nor more than one
thousand dollars, and shall be imprisoned for not less than one month
nor more than one year.

Sec. 3. That all and every the nets or other contrivances, apparatus,
boats, and vessels of persons willfully and knowingly engaged or em-
ployed in violating the provisions of said first section, or in carrying off
the fish so caught, shall be forfeited upon being condemned, as herein-
after provided, to and for the uses hereinafter provided.

SEc. 4. Complaint shall be made, or an information filed under oath
or affirination, by the mayor or city marshal of any city, the president
of the town ecouncil, or any town sergeant, the sheriff and his deputies,
and the city or town constables, whenever either of said officers has
knowledge ot the violation of the first section of this act within his jur-
isdiction, if no other complaint or information shall have been made or
information filed against the same property for the same violation of
said first section; and may make such complaint or file such informa-
tion when the alleged violation has been committed in any place therein
forbidden, and any soch complaint or information shall set forth that
the complainant or informant has reason to believe, or does believe, that
the traps or other contrivances, apparatus, boats, and vessels, which
shall be described as nearly as may be in snch complaint or information,
are being used, or have been used, engaged, or employed in violating
the provisions of said first section, before any eourt of competent juris-
diction, and such proceedings shall be had therein as by law is pre-
scribed for protection of personal property under the penal statutes.

Swc. 5, That any of the officers named in the fourth section may,
without a warrant, seize and detain any traps and other property men
tioned in the second section, found in use or engaged in violating the
provisions, or which he has good reason to believe, and does believe, has
been so used or employed, and shall convey the same to some proper
place of security, and there to keep the same until said traps and other
property mentioned in section second can be proceeded against as pro-
vided in the next preceding section ; and upon said seizure thc said com-
plaint or information shall be made or filed within sixty hours after said
property has been seized and secured as aforesaid; and when said inform-
ation shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the court of common pleas
within and for the county within which the said violation is alleged to

*This bill failed to become a law.—S. F. B
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be made, as provided in chapter 225, section 15, of the Revised Stat-
utes, said clerk shall issue a warrant under his hand and the seal of
said court, returnable at the term of said court to be held next after
the expiration of twenty-one days from the time of filing said informa-
tion, as provided in section sixteen of the last-mentioned chapter, and
said clerk shall immediately issue notice of said information, as is pro-
vided in section seventeen of said chapter.

St 6. Upon entry of judgment of forfeiture against said property
so complained of or seized, the court, before whom the complaint or in-
formation shall be tried, shall enter up judgment that the same are for-
feited to the State, which judgment shall be the judgment from which
any appeal must be taken.

SEc. 7. Upon final judgment of forfeiture against such property,
either in the original or appellate court, or upon forfeiture of claim-
ant’s recognizance to prosecute his appeal according to law, the court
shall forthwith issue to the officer having such forfeited property in cus-
tody, or to some other proper officer, an order in writing directing him
to sell the same at public auction, and pay the proceeds thercof into
said court, and every such officer shall execute said orders and shall re-
turn the samme with his doings thereon indorsed to said court within
such time as said court shall direct.

SEC. 8. Whenever in such proceedings for forfeiture it shall appear
to the court that there has been any irregularity in the service ot any
process issuing upon the complaint or information, or any omission to
publish the notices, required, or any defect or omission in the complaing
or information or other proceedings, the court may permit the same to
be amended, and direct such further service of process or publication
of notice, as will, in the judgment of such court, be most effectnal.

SEc. 9. No officer complaining or informing as aforesaid shall be re-
quired at the time of making such complaint to eunter into recognizance,
or in any way to become liable for the costs that may acerue thereon, or
for any damages on account of such seizure, unless it be proved to the
court that the complaint was made maliciously, and without good cause.

SEc. 10. All fines recovered, and proceeds of forfeiture made under
this act, shall inure one-half to the State, to be applied for the purpose
of protecting the fish in our waters, and the other half to the complain-
ant.

SEc. 11. Any person convicted of any offense under the second sec-
tion of this act may appeal from the sentence of the court to the appel-
late court then or next sitting : Provided, Such appeal be prayed for at
the time of passing sentence.

SEC. 12, Upon such prayer of appeal, the appellant shall be required
to give recognizance in the sum of hundred dollars, with good
and sufficient sureties, in every case so appealed, with condition that he
will file his reasons of appeal, together with a copy of the case, in the
court appealed to, on or before the expiration of ten days after the date
of said prayer, it sitting, if not, in thé office of the clerk thereof, that
he will appear before said court, and there prosecute his appeal with
effect, and abide and perform the order or sentence of said court in said
case, and that he will not, during the pendeney of said appeal, violate
the provisions of said second section, which said recognizance such
court shall forthwith certify to said appellate court.

SEC. 13. Any person interfering with, obstructing, or resisting any
officer in the performance of the duties herein prescribed, upon convie-
tion, shall be punished as provided in the eighth section of chapter 211
of the Revised Statutes.

SEC. 14. This act shall take effect from and after its passage.
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ON THE POSSIBLE EXHAUSTION OF SEA-FISHERIES.

BY THEODORE LYMAN, MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSIONIR OF INLAXND
FISHERILS,

[From the sixth report of the commissioner, 1872.]

Turn now the inquiry from river fishes to those that inhabit salt water
only; and take a representative. The scup belongs to Rimbaud’s di-
vision of ¢ white fishes,” (poisson blane,) that is to say, those which re-
treat in cold weather to the off-shore depths, and return with the warm
weather to the shallow water close to the coast. Of this group no rep-
resentative has been more abundant on the south shore of Cape Cod
than the seup. Karly in May they used to malke their entry into all the
bays and fiords in great multitudes. Their route is not so well made
out as it should be, but, according to the best observations, they make
their advance through the gap, about fifty miles wide, between Mon-
tauk Point on the west and Gay Head on the east. Where they come
Jrom is u more difficult question; for the species is plenty as far south
as Georgia,* and nobody can say how far south the Vineyard Sound
scup retire during the winter. It has been guessed that they go to the
edge of the Gulf Stream; and this is as good as any other good guess.
The same remarks apply to our shad, which come round Montauk Point,
and thence, according to the fisherman’s belief,t oblique westward to
enter Connecticut River. Itis the reccived opinion that the scup, as
they near the shore, *fan out” to the northward and eastward, filling
Narragansett and Buzzard’s Bays and Vineyard Sound. J. N. Luce, a
very intelligent observer, testified, at the legislative hearing of 1870, that
scup appeared first at the west end of the Vineyard, and coasted its
northern shore, passing into the tidal ponds in succession, beginning
with Menemsha Bight, (see plate 1,) and continuing eastward. The big
fish, some weighing two pounds, were in-shore, and the smaller ones out
in deeper water. They appeared first at Gay Head between April 25
and May 10, and then were full of spawn, but, by the end of June, all
the females were shotten ; and in August, the tidal ponds were crowded
with the young. The first frost was a signal for old and young to leave
these ponds ; the latter in such vast numbers that whole windrows of them
were sometimes thrown back on shore by the surf.  Of these big seup in
the salt ponds, he had seen noune since 1365, and he noted a diminution,
beginning at the east end of the island, as soon as pounds were set in
the neighborhood, whenee he argued that in their passage eastward they
got, completely cut off before reaching the extremity.

The scup arrive near Newport from the 10th to the 12th of May; at
this season they push their way slowly, sometimes making no more than
four miles in a day. They then are said to be ¢ numb,” and are thought
to be blind. The origin of these absard notions is the fact that they are
full of spawn, and are feeling their way cautiously, like most fishes in
like circumstances; moreover, the tewmperature of the water variously
affects their movements. When a cold northeaster blows, they hold
more in deep water, to the great loss of the trappers. Their mode of en-
tering Narragansett Bay was a subject of dispute. Some of the Saug-
konnet trappers, whose interest it was to show that they took the scup
coming out of the bay, maintained that the fish entered by the west pas-

* ﬁnlbmok, p. 17?,_1»1 xxv, Fig. 1. )
t Report for 1867, pp. 8, 12, 49,
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sage, past Point Judith, passed round the north end or across the south
end, and coming down the east passage, fell into the traps,* whose
mouths were always set to the north, The hook-and-line men, however,
averred that the seup pushed up both passages at once, and in the mid-
dle also, and those that were taken at Saugkonnet were hugging the shore
and got set into the traps by the tide. Both views may be correct; but
the second one deubtless is, because the singular inroad of young scup,
which took place this year, and which will presently be spoken of, struck
first at Saugkonnet and afterward at Beavertail, It is usually thought
that no scup came in throngh Muskeget Channel, but this, like the rest
of the theory, is not well proved. The first specimen was taken at Wa-
quoit, this season, as early as April 25, and the greatest numbers taken
were on May 10 and 13. The season was peculiarly early, and the first
“run” near Newport was on May 3, which would be a week’s difference
between these points, not enough, perhaps, for the slow scup to move
so far. The dates for appearance for past years, (table,) suggest that
the fish of that part of the coast must strike in through Muskeget
Channel,

Within a few seasons, a great change has come over the nambers and
movements of the scup. In bays and salt ponds they have become
nearly extinet; while in the great channels and near the mouths of the
bays they still are found in considerable though diminished quantities.
Witnesses disagree as to the exact time when scup began to fall off; in-
deed, it is not probable that they diminished uniformly and in all places
at once. Some aver that a falling off was to be noticed only four or
five years after the first traps were set, which would make the year
1850. But most of the testimony goes to show that it was between 1856
and 1866. Certainly in 1860 scup were still plenty at Point Gammon
and in Lewis’s Bay, near Hyannis. Iour causes are alleged for this
diminution: 1. Impurities in the water. 2. Want of food. 3. Traps.
4. Blue-tish. As to the first, although gravely put forward by certain
witnesses, it is too absurd to be for a moment entertained. The idea of
poisoning all the waters of Bunzzard’s and Narragansett Bays by a few
mills and print-works near Providence, Greenwich, and IFall River, is
ludicrous in itself; and it is moreover well known that live fish are
found in plenty in close proximity to these very manufactories, and that
live clams lie directly in the track of the drainage of petrolenm works.t
As to want of food, it was stated that the five-fingers (Asterias) had
destroyed certain great muscle-beds, which were feeding grounds. Buf
the dredgings of Professor Baird, during the present season, have
shown, not only that there are vast muscle-beds still existing, but that
the tautog were no more plenty there than elsewhere; and, moreover,
the sea-water was everywhere full of the salpae, fish-eggs, minute erast-
acea, jelly-fishes, and small worms which are usually found in such
localities. The real perplexities of the question are to be found when
the effects of traps and of blue-fish come to be considered. The traps
can diminish scup in the way they have been diminished, only under
certain conditions, to wit: (a,) all the scup must stand in between
Montauk Point and Gay Head; because any that advanced through
Muskeget Channel would nowhere find enough traps to interfere much

* A trap is a simplified weir. The bowl is merely an oblong, rectangular pen, of
large size, and the fish would immediately escape, did not the fishermen, as soon as a
school had entered, pull up the net bottom and shut them in. A trap, therefore,
requires constantly to be watched, This modification of the Madrague is said to be
the invention of Benjamin Tallman.

t See also Report of Massachusetts Commissioners for 1835, pp. 18 and 53.

8. Mis. 61 8
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with them between Waquoit and Monomoy Point, and therefore they
would have continued abundant within these lmits, while they would
have grown scarce in Vineyard Sound and in the two great bays; (b,)
all, or nearly all, the fish must, as they come in, crowd toward the shore
at certain points, and must pass within 1,200 feet of it, because that is
the nsual length of the trap-leader; (e,) all, or nearly all, these scap
must be captured before they have spawned, otherwise the race would
be abundantly continued, despite the capture of the parvents. Each
of thesc conditions is fulfilled, according to the opponents of traps.

The scup, they say, do all stand in as indicated above; they are tfull
of spawn; and they encounter a different pressare and a varying tem-
perature, which render them slow aud lethargic; and, in this condition,
they are swept by tides and eddies against certain points ot the shore,
or of themselves scek the sunshine iu protected nooks and bays, where
they are captured by hundreds and thousands of bavrels. If, on the
contrury, they were let alone, they would soon cast their spawn and
then would spread far and wide, as a Dottom fish, greedily taking the
Iook. Under the present system, vast quantities of gravid fish are
thrown on the market in May, but in the summer and early autwmnn it
is havd to get any. The trappers admit the chiet facts, though not the
inference. They agree that the seup come in altogether between the
Vineyard and Montauk Point; that they are “numnb?” and fall of spawn
at that time, and that during warm spells they stand close in, often
seeking quiet coves; while, in cold, easterly weather, they keep off in
deeper water. They admit, further, that the qnantity taken is very
great,* but maintain it is but a small proportion of the whole. They
are lame in two ways; in the first place, they could give no reasons,
that were tenable, for a diminution they fully adwitted. In the seeond,
they were usually very shy about giving any testimony at all before the
Rhode Island committee. Nevertheless, it does not follow that they
have the wrong of it. The question must be answered by a collection
and a comparison of facts. It is clear that the scup approaches the
-shore in a way differing from that of the alewife, a hardy, active fish,
which does not spawn till later, and then in fresh ponds. 1t may there-
fore be that scup will fall en masse into a trap, which alewives would

sunder certain cireumstances avoid, as has been nearly proved in the
case of the Waquoit weir.

The blue-fish theory is an old one, but new in its applieation to seup.
Mackerel and menhaden are, as is well known, driven away by them,
but it bas always been maintained that scup were too spiny to be a
favorite food, and practically were let alone in favor of fatter and less
bony prey. The witnesses in the Massachusetts and the Rbode Island
investigation were unanimous in their assertion that a scup in the stom-
ach of a blue-fish was a very rave thing; I'rofessor Baird, however, has
found many scup in their maw. Tt is true that these were nsually from
scup-traps, and the blue-fish may have attacked them simply because
thiey were the only prey at hand. On the whole, it will be perhaps
pretty near the truth to say that, although the blue-tish blindly destroys
alinost everything thuat comes in his way, his main food is the soft fishes
and wollosks, snch as menhaden, mackerel, alewives, and squid. JSeup
were abundant when the whites first visted the country, certainly from

; 1621 to 1642. At sowe time after this, not yet ascertained, they disap-

*In 1867, six traps at Saugkonnet Point took 10,000 barrels of scup. Next year,
however, by reason of bad weather, they got only about a third as mauy for the whole
season.—(B. Tallman.) In 1870, about 6,000 barrels of scup were tuken by the Saug-
konnet Point traps before May 16.——(D. Church.)
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pearcd wholly, and, toward the end of the last century, were not known
in our waters, About 1794 they reappeared, and became abundant. In
1864 they decreased very much, and are at present comparatively scarce.
If now the bluefish are the canse of scarcity, there ought to Dbe some
correspondence in their dates of appearance and of disappearance. They
were plenty near Nantucket from 1659 to 1764, when they suddenly and
totally disappeared, to reappear in 1330, Now it would seem that scup
did not reappear till thirty vears after the blue-fish went away, to wit,
in 1794, and when the blue-fish came back in 1630, they found scup
abundant, and lived side by side with them for thirty years, before the
latter Legan decidedly to decrease. It is hardly in aceordance with
what is seen i nature, to suppose that a cause so active would take so
long to act, or that. when it ceased to act, so long a time would.be
needed to restore the original state ot things.  And now, in the midst
of this theorizing and secking for evidence, rises a phenomenon which
puzzles both parties to the dispute,  Abont the 1st of June of this year
(1871) those trappers at Saugkonnet Point, who had kept their netting
down until that time, were astonnded to find their traps clogged with
myriads of « dollar-seup,” little fish about the size of a Spanish dollar.
They were tipped out of the bowls by hundreds of barrelsful.  This
swarm struck first at Sangkonnet, then at Beaver Tail ; and thenee appa-
rently it slowly worked up the bay, so thatin July these little scup were
schooling round the wharves of Greeuwich and Providence. In August
they were still among the shallows, and were plentiful in the more east-
ern waters, at the extreme head of Dazzard’s Bay, and in the neighbor-
hood of Hyannis.

The weir-owner at Wood’s Hole had had his nets established for seven
seasons, but had never before withessed this speetacle; and the same
sort of evidence was given by other weir men.  Benjamin Tallman, in
his testimony, already cited, speaks of a large quantity of such little seup
taken by a seine in 1864 ; and of another considerable bateh brought up
from deep water in a purse-seine, about 1855, 1t is to be observed that
this invasion is nothing but an abundant ¢ late run” of vearling fish,
coming in its due season. The ariny of scup adyancing to its spawning-
grounds in May is preceded by a few skirmishers, and is in two or three
divisions, of which the first is asoally the wost numerouns, and contains
the oldest fish; at an interval of perhaps two weeks there follows the
second, and then the third, which is usoally fewer in numbers and of
smaller individuals.  Sometimes, and in some places, the great and the
smaller seup cowne mixed together, and the “runs” are not well defined.
As with most schooling fishes, the young scup doubtless come last; and
thie phenomenon of this year’s run had twopeculiarities; first, it is more
abundant by many hundred-fold than anything that has been seen since
a dozen or fifteen years ago, when all the shallows, in midsummer, were
fudl of these little yeurlings ; second, instead of following the deep chan-
nels at the mouth of the bay, the swarm struck directly to the coast on
entering, and fell into thie traps and weirs which chiefly are there
set. This last is, to be sure, an hypothesis, but will be useful as a
guide to future investigation. Mr. Luce, in his testimony, stated that
the big scup coasted the shore of the Vineyard, while the sualler ones
moved outside, in deeper water. In other words, the spawning fish
sought their grounds, while those that spawned later, or that were too
young to spawn at all, kept in the otfing. The yearlings (assuming that
they do not carry spawn) would come in and spread over the warm shal-
lows simply to seek food ; and this, also, the old fish do after they have
cast their spawn; ounly they spread out in deeper water, where
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they remain tiil the first frosts warn them to depart from the coast.
Should such a view of their movements prove the correct one, the
invasion of “dollar-scup ” wounld simply be a normal movement of
yearlings, which, owing to unusual warmth of water, or for some
other reason, struck the first points of land on entering Narra-
gansett Bay, instead of holding to the main central chanuels. The
question would be narrowed down to accounting for their vast num-
bers, so sudden and so nnwonted. The anti-trap men jumped to the con-
clusion that these little fishes were the progeny of this year’s (1871) hatch;
and accounted for the abundance by the very early appearance of the
breeding-fish, which stood in by the last of April, whereas they usually
do not appear till the 10th or the 12th of May. Consequently the trappers
had not generally their lint on, and the first run, in good measure,
escaped capture. DBut the ¢ dollar-scup 7 were last year’s (1870) hatch
and not this year’s, which, on the 1st of June, would not be larger than
a squash-seed. The theory would properly account for an abundance of
this year’s hateh ; and, as a fact, the little scup, two or three months old,
might be seen in great numbers during August, feeding close to the
shore. 1If, next year, (1872,) there should be a great run of two-year-
olds, (hatch of 1870,) and if this run should spread over all the bays, and
should De taken by hook and line during the entire season, as of yore,
then it might fairly be laid down that the traps were not the cause, or
not the chief cause,in the diminution of scup. Inlike manner it might
then be said, though with less foree, that the blue-fish were not a chief
cause of the scarcity of scup; because, although blue-fish have notably
diminished these last three or five years, and therefore scup might prop-
erly increase, yet the decrease in blue-fish has neither been so great nor
so sudden as to warrant a sudden increase in scup, such as this would
be. And, it neither traps nor blue-fish can be convieted, it will only re-
main to say that the diminution has been one of those changes in the
numbers or the location of fishes, for which science can at present give
1o reason.

That there has been a change of location as well as a diminution is
quite apparent; for whereas thousands of barrels arve taken at Saug-
konnet Point, along the south part of Aquidneck and at Beaver Tail, in
thie upper part of the bay they are nearly extinct. A change, too, there
has been in their stay, tor whereas the tautog grounds all over the bay
were once 8o infested during the summer by scup that a hook could
scarcely be got to the bottom, now they are on the shores during a part
of May, and thereafter” ave seen no more. All this the anti-trap men
explain very siwmply, by asserting that the big scup are practically anni-
hilated each season by the traps, and that the supply is kept up only
by the spawn which is shot in deep water before they strike the coast.

The same line of observation and reasoning that has been applied to
scup, will, with little change, apply to tautog, rock-bass, striped bass,
and other ¢ white fishes” and ¢ bottom fishes” whose decrease has been
complained of. Observations, conducted through several seasons, by
men of learning and impartiality, are the only means to real knowledge
in this perplexed question. If the governments of the States of Rhode
Island and Massachusetts have any forecast, they will see toit that snch
observations be made.

In this slight sketch, based, as it needs must be, on scanty and im-
perfect information, I have avoided dogmatic statements and rounded
conclusions. I have tried to show the problem in all its crudeness, and
to point out, both directly and by implication, the great gaps which
must be filled before it can take on a scientific form.
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FISHERIES ON THE COAST OF MASSACHUSETTS.

REMARKS OF JMR. ATWOOD, OF 11IE CAPE DISTRICT, IN RELATION TO
THE PETITION TO PROHIBIT NET AND SEINE FISHERIES.

SENATE CHAMBER, April 19, 1870.

The report (leave to withdraw) on the petition of T. D. Eliot and
others, came up for acceptance by special assignment.

Mr. Hawes, of Bristol, arose and said that, as a large number of the
petitions asking for a prohibitory fishery act came from his district, he
was not ready to vote until he could have some further explanation.

Mr. Atwood, of the Cape district, chairman of the committee on the
fisheries, arose and spoke at length, substantially as follows:

Mr. PRESIDENT : AS so many petitions have been presented to this
legislature and referred to your committee on the fisheries, asking for
an act to prohibit certain modes of fishing now in use in the waters of
this eommonwealth, I feel it to be a duty incumbent upon me, as a rep-
resentative of a district extensively engaged in this branch of industry,
to oceupy some time in giving somewhat in detail the reasons why your
committee have unanimously reported leave to withdraw.

Early in this session, on the 12th of January, there was presented and
reterred to the committee on the fisheries, the petition of Charles W.
Lovett, jr., and sixty-four others, claiming to be citizens and tax-payers
of this commonwealth, asking for an act to prevent the taking of certain
salt-water fish in weirs and pounds, and also that the taking of fish known
as Spanish mackerel, and striped or sea-bass, in any seine or net, may be
prohibited ; but that the same may be taken Detween the first day of
June and the first day of December, by hook and line only. On the fol-
lowing day the petition on T. D, Kliot and 1,225 others was presented
and referred, and subsequently a large number of petitions in aid of the
same, claiming that the practice of pound-fishing, trap-fishing, drag-sein-
ing, purse-seining, and gill-netting, is seriously and fatally prejudicial to
the production and increase of fish. They pray that the legislature will,
by suitable enactments, protect said fish and those of the community
interested in their continuance and-production, from these novel and
improper modes of fishing. Also there has been presentied and referred
a large number of remonstrances against the passage of any general pro-
hibitory act. For their number I refer senators to the printed report of
the comimittee.

Though the two first petitions were not in aid of each other, still they
were aiming to accomplish the same object, and they seemed to be in-
separably connected; so much so that your committee deemed it expe-
dient to hear the parties who would represent both at the same time.
Accordingly all the parties were notified, and the hearing was com-
menced on the 15th of February. No less than 18 sessions of the com-
mittee were given to these hearings, during which time many witnesses
testitied, and very little was learned from the evidence that proved to
the committee that fish were being exhausted. All agreed that the scup,
tautog, sea-bass, and striped bass had within a few years diminished in
Buzzard’s Bay ; but failed to show that over-fishing was the cause of
the diminution. Like the many fishermen that I know, the witnesses
were not well acquainted with the habits of fish. They study them no
further than they contribute to their pecuniary interest. At mostthey
possess only a local knowledge of the fish with which they come in con-
tact. They prosecute the fisheries for their support, and do not make
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the habits of fish a special study.  Sir, it any other matter upon which
there were more than 11,000 names on the petitions and remonstrances
should come before the legislature, what would the committee expeet?
They would expect that experts and men acquainted with all the prac-
tical workings would come before them. An ordinary committee on
the fisheries might expect men to come before them on a subjeet of so
much importance as our sca-fisherics, that pessessed a knowledge of the
geographical distribution, mign mons, habits, food, time of (10})(Mt1nﬁ
their spawn, growth and dev (‘lé)]m](llt of tlleu young, as fur as it conld
be known, mul, besides, all the changes that have taken place during a
long series of years. Thatif certain species had diminished in Buzzard’s
Bay, from whatever cause, is there (Luwor of the race being extermi-
nated? The fishes that inhabit our waters, and in their migrations
visit our coast, ditfer widely from those that were upon our fishing-
gronnds when I first engaged in the fisheries.

Mr. President, allow me to lay aside the evidence betore the commit-
tee, while I briefly allude to the changes that I have noticed during a
long life of practical experience in the fisheries.

I can go back to no carlier date than 1816, when 1 entered the fishing
boat and followed fishing as a business for a pevied of fifty-one years,
during which time there have been many changes. 1shall speak of only
a few species. The scup that has been soabundant for many years south
of Cape Cod, extends to Florida, and is caught in great nunibers along
the coast. 1t finds o ready sale in New York and other markets, but in
Boston market it is not known as a marketable species, and is seldom
seen there. Onlyafewstraggling specimens venture into the colder waters
north of Capce Cod.  Witnesses stated before the committee that they
had a tradition lllf()lll]lll" them that senp first appeared in Buzzard’s
Bay in 1793, If so, I ask wasit then that they firstcame into existence,
or did they come from some other locality? 1 have been informed that
in examining the old shell-heaps that have been deposited by the abor-
igines of this country many years ago, the bones of this species have
been found, showing that they were here before this conntry was scttled
by Enropeans. 1If they were here at that time, is it to be supposed that
they were driven away by the Indians with their rude implements of
fishing 2

When I first engaged in the fisheries, and for many years after, there
was a species of mackerel that annually visited our waters, known by
the name of Bpanish mackerel, that were abundant. It was not the
species now called by that name. It was about two-thirds the size of o
common mackerel, known to science by the name of Scomber Dekayi.
(Excuse me for using classic names, I do it for the reason that there
are $0 many local names for the same species, I fear that I may not be
understood by any who may be acquainted with ichthyological seience.)
This species, althounh plentitul for many years, has ]0110 since disap-
peared, and I have not seen a single specimen 101“ the last twenty years.
They disappeared long betore a weir, trap, or pound wasused in our Mas-
sachusetts waters. 'Ihe cause of their leaving us isunknown. We can
assign no reason. There have also been great changes in our comnion
mackerel, While in some years they come to us in gre‘tt abundance, in
other years they are comparatively scarce. In 1831, 385,559 barrels were
packed and inspected in this State, after which there was a falling off in
the catch, so much so that from 1839 to 1844 the number of barrels
caught did not exceed 75,000 in any one year, for five years in succession.
In 1841 the quantity caught was only 50,992 barrels. They have since
increased., During the last ten years the cateh has been, with the excep-
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gion of two years, upward of 200,000 barrels annually. ILiast season it
was 234,000 barrels. It will be seen that the cateh of fish from year to
year differs as widely as the product of our land.

About 1840 there appeared on onr coast, south of Cape Cod, large
quantities of shad, which appeared to e the same species with those
that visit the Connecticut and Merrimaeck Rivers annually, (Alosapresta-
bilis.}  Fishermen from Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island
engaged in this fishery, and found it profitable. In 1842 an act was
passed by the legislature to prohibit fishermen from other States from
fishing for shad within a line drawn from Monomoy PPoint to Point Gam-
mon. I myself engaged in this fishery, but we found there was no
need of the passage of suehan act.  The shad appeared in small numbers,
s0 that not enongh were caught to pay expenses. They were alsocaught
in Jarge quantities in the waters morth ot Cape Cod. They then disap-
peared, so that only a few straggling specimens have since been canght
in these localities, Where were they before they appeared in our waters %
‘What was the cause of their coming? Where are they now 7 All that
can be said in answer, I can say in three words—they are gone.

Sir, I ask to be allowed to allude briefly to two species of fishes that
are not canght by any mode of tishing that we ave asked to prohibit, I
do so tor the reason that no less than fourtimes petitions have been sent
to the legislature asking for an act to prohibit tishing with trawl-lines
{so called) in Massachusetts Bay. The report from the committee has
always been “leave to withdraw.,” In 18538, when the report came up
in the house of representatives, it was discussed at length, and it was
there stated that if this mode of fishing was not prevented by legislative
enactment, soon haddock would be as scarce as salmon.  The report of
the committee was accepted, and this mode of fishing has been in use
since that time, and this species has been inereasing from year to year,
until they have inereased in vast numbers, so much so that they are too
plenty for the fisherman or dealer, and during the spawning season,
which is the spring, they are sold at a low price—I{rom two dollars down
to fifty cents per 100 pounds. But it may be said the consumer pays a
high price. 1 ecannot help that; itis not that that I am discussing. Lam
trying to show the danger of exterminating the race of fish, if there is
any, and do not intend to leave my subject, lest T may be ealled to order.
‘When I first engaged in the fisheries, haddock was scarce on our coast,
and in winter sold much higher than cod. They did not increase for
many years after. They, however, became plentitul when the trawl-line
was first used—abont 1850—and every year they seem to be increasing.
‘On the 4th of last March, when a large number of fishing-boats were
out, the catch was larger than 1 ever knew before. The next day, 5th,
there was brought to this city and sold at Commercial wharf, of cod and
haddock, 621,933 pounds, as taken from the books of dealers that bought
that day—a larger quantity than ever was sold of all kinds of fresh fish
in a single day since Boston has beeu a city. What has been the cause
of so great an increase? It T was asked how their numbers could be
diminished, I have two ways now suggested to my mind : oneis to intro-
duce the beam-trawl, which lias not been used in our waters, which is a
large net-bag with a long beam across its open mouth, which is kept up
some two feet from the bottom by an iron frame-work at each end of the
beam, and as it is dragged along by the fishing-boat the fish pass into
the net and are caught in the pockets at the sides as they attempt to
pass out. This net being dragged over the bottom, would destroy the
young fish as it passed over them, and might tend to diminish their
numbers.
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One other way would be to hire the fisherman to leave them, and to
stand back and fold his arms and see nature perform her wonderful
work without the interference of man. The present mode of fishing
catches vast quantities of a species of flat-fish, (Platessa dentata,) which
no doubt fed upon the spawn of haddock when the hand-line only was
in use.

One other species, our common halibut, which is canght in the same
way, have greatly diminished. When I first engaged in this fishery,
Boston was supplied wholly with halibut caught between Cape Cod and
Nantucket Shoals. The demand was limited—ouly a few could be sold.
There were no railroads. Boston only wanted enough to supply the city
- and the surrounding towns. As facilities for transportation increased,
and ice began to be used to keep them, they were sent furtlier away.
The supply would not meet the demand. The fishery was prosecuted
by vessels from Gloucester, on George’s Bank, and also on Brown’s
Bank, the western coast of Nova Scotia, and upon the Banks of New-
foundland, and voyages have been made to Greenland, and halibut have
been caught in quantitics as far north as the latitude of 68, on the west-
ern coast of Greenland. They seem to be decreasing on all the fishing-
grounds. DBut I must pass them by, and leave senators to decide whether
or not over-fishing has been the cause of the increase of the one and the
diminution of the other of these two species.

It appeared in evidence before the committee that the fish known as
the squeteague is inereasing in the vieinity of Buzzard’s Bay, and along
the shore south of Cape Cod. Some sixty years since it was vastly abun-
dant in the southern part of Massachusetts Bay, and although absent
for so many years it seems to be returning to its former haunts.

But the great change that has taken vlace in our fisheries has been
caused DLy the return of the blue-fish. This species was abundant on
our coast many years ago. We are informed that in a journal of the
first settlement of the island of Nantucket, written by Zacheus Macy,
1792, and contained in the Massachusetts Historical Colleetions, he says
a great pestilence attacked the Indians ot that island in 1763 and 1762,
and that of the whole number, 358, 222 died. In that year, he says,
the blue-fish disappeared, and I have no kuowledge of a specimen
being seen here for more than 70 years. We are intormed that they are
found in other localities. They are said to occur on the western coast
of Africa, around the island of Madagasecar, and also at Australia; if
50, they are found over a wider geographical range than any other species
with which I am acquainted, inhabiting the waters in both the torrid
and temperate zones. Afteran absence of so many years, they returned,
as appeared in evidence before the committee, about 1832, along the
shores south of Cape Cod. They did not come north of the cape so as
to affect our fisheries, until 1847, when they appeared in vast abundance,
and drove away from our bay nearly all other species. 1 was at that
time engaged in fishing for mackerel with nets. This was the last of
our catch; and every year since, when our fishermen are engaged in
this fishery, they appear. I have known them to appear as early as the
second day of June, but usnally they do not come until a few days later—
from the 5th to the 15th. When they first appeared in our bay, I was
living at Long Point, (Provincetown,) in a little village containing some
270 population, engaged in the net-fishery. The blue-fish affected our
fishery so much that the people were obliged to leave the place. Family
after family moved away, until every onelett, leaving that locality, which
is now a desolate, barren, and sandy waste.

These fish not only depopulated our bay of nearly all other species, but




REGULATION OF THE SEA-FISHERIES BY LAW. 121

they depopulated my village and my home. It was a matter of surprise
to your committee that men professing to be acquainted with fish should
come bhefore them and say they did not know that blue-fish eat any
other fish but menhaden; and as they are not an edible species, no
matter how many they destroyed; and also say they did not know that
they drove other species away. Call them, sir, by whatever name we
please; whether blue-fish, of Massachusetts Bay; snapper, of New Bed-
ford ; borse-mackerel, on the shores of Rhode Island; or tailor, in Del-
aware and Chesapeake Bays, they are the same Temnodon saltator still,
and deal out destruction and death to other species in all the localities
they visit.

One other, a species of flat-fish, whicl is called dab or plaice at home,
but when we bring it to Boston and offer it for sale we call it turbot. 1t
is the Platessa oblonga. This species was exceedingly abundant along
our shores before the Llue-fish came. It is a bottom fish, and does not
come so directly in contact with the blue-fish as top-water swimmers;
still, it has almost wholly disappeared, owing to the blue-fish having
destroyed its favorite bait, which is the common squid. It seems to be
nearly exterminated in the waters north of Cape Cod, only a few being
seer.

The striped bass have diminished in the vicinity of Cape Cod, as the
blue-fish have destroyed the bait upon which they fed.

The so-called Spanish mackerel, (Cybiuwm maculatum,) Cuvier says, is
an inhabitant of the Carribean Sea, extending sonthward to the coast
of Brazil. Dr. Holbrook mentions it, in his Fishes of South Carolina, as
being found in the waters along that coast. It has wandered south-
ward until 1t has reached the southern coast of Massachusetts, and even
specimens have been taken north of Cape Cod. It sells in our market
at a higher price than other species. 1t is, no doubt, an excellent fish,
but it is probably not so much better than our common mackerel as the
prices seem to indicate. It has been selling in Quincy market for a few
summers past at from fifty cents to one dollar per pound. It has been
increasing in our waters for a few years, and the prospect is it will con-
tinue to increase, until it will be a fishery of considerable importance.
There is no danger of destroying them by catching them by any way we
can, when it is only the few wanderers that come to us from the locali-
ties where they inhabit. I think they neced no legislative protection to
increase their numbers. :

Sucl are a few of the many changes that have taken place since I
first engaged in the fisheries. Time will not allow me to go into detail
of the some one hundred and fifty species found along our New England
coast. They may be said to form one great chain, each species being a
separate link, having its own peculiar history and habitudes.

I pass now briefly to notice their fecundity.. We look with wonder
and astonishment at the provisions in the animal economy. How vast
is the number of eggs produced by a single fish ; hundreds of thousands,
which, if any considerable percentage should come to matarity, the
waters would be filled to overflowing.

Take a few thousand specimens, and allow ten per cent. to come to
maturity ; multiply them together for ten years, and how great would
be the number! And what is that when compared with the countless
myriads that swarm our coast annually ? Their numbers, how vast!
Human ingenuity has invented no means by which they can be enu-
merated ; their numbers are only known to Him who created them, who
feeds them with a bountiful hand, and watches over them with more
than parental care.
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Sir, if we study them with refereunce to their longevity, we see marks
on them indicating age: the loss of fins; secars, where they have at
some time received wounds that have permanently healed; marks of
physical debility, which appear to be the result of advanced age. I
regret to say that no Linnmeus nor Cuvier, nor all the researches of sei-
ence have ever been able to give us any indication by which we may
know thie age that fishes live with any degree of certainty. They pass
off and on the coast as the seasons change during their natnral lives,
Lowever long that may be,

In view of all the foregoing facts, where is the danger of exhausting
our fishes? 1 fail to see the danger of exterminating them.

The British ecommission that was appointed in 1363 to investigate the
fisheries of Great Britain and Treland visited nearly all the prineipal
fishing-places in the United Kingdom, and made a thorough investiga-
tion ; asked and received answers to neavly sixty-two thousand ques-
tions. They came to the unanimous conclusion that there was no dan-
ger of exhausting the fisheries, either in the oper sea or in any of the
arms or estuaries along the coast, with all that man could do, and finally
made their report to the British Parliament in 1866,

There were persons that did not wholly agree with the British com-
missioners. One of the most prominent is J. B. A, Rimbaud, who has
published a work on the fishes of the southern coast of France. Him-
self a fisherman, he says that the migratory species, that go oft to seain
schools and return each season, cannot be diminished by over-ishing,
but local fishes ean be exterminated by constantly fishing for them, and
such has been the case in the locality where he had been accustomed to
fish,

Of the two I allow Rimbaud to be the best qualified to jodge, as he
has acquired his knowledge by practical experience in the fisheries, and
the British commissioners had gained their information from others.
8ir, I hope I may not be charged with undervaluing secientific research;
uo man has a higher appreciation of the lubors ot scientific men than
myself. Their kindness to me in aiding me in my investigations ot fishes
has laid me nnder the greatest obligations.  owe to them a debt that
I can never repay. -

Sir, I call attention of senators at this board to the lecality where
Rimbaud has gained his information—the southern coast of IFrance.
France on the Mediterranean is not like our own coast. There the land
is high, and deep water near the shores. The area of fishing-grounds
is comparatively limited. Our own coastis low, and shoal-water extends
off a great distance from the shore. Besides that, the great chain of
banks, commencing with Nantucket Shoals and running eastward a
thousand miles, and terminating with the great Bank of Newfoundland,
gives us an immense area of fishing-grounds. .

On the coast of Franee there is not so great change of temperatore
in the water from sumner to winter as on our own coast. The Gulf
Stream comes out through the straits of Ilorida, ranning up the coast
to Cape Hatteras, from whence it turns eastward., As it passes it leaves
our New England out in the cold; its course is onward until it reaches
the shores of Western Europe, making the water comparatively uniform
through the season. I ask,are not the fish on the coast of France more
permanently local than those on our own coast, where there are great
changes of temperature from summer to winter? Tell me, sir, how
many are there of our fishes that are not more or less migratory. Sen-
ators will see that our fishes and fisheries are not like those of Europe.

Mr. President, lest I may be misunderstood, I desire to define my
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position. 1 firmly believe there is no neeessity for the passage of any
general legislative act for the protection and regulation of our sea fish
and fisheries, If fish have diminished in any of the small arms of the
sei, I should have no objection to the passage of a loeal act, provided
it did not interfere with the vights of others; but I must confess that 1
am slow to believe that when fish have left a locality that any act on
our statute-books will bring them back. If we wish to inerease and
stock our inlund waters, it cannot be accomplished without protection.
The building of dams across the streams, throwing of deleterious sub-
stances into the waters, have diminished the fish; but in the great sea
man cannot pollute its waters by anything he can do. If this legislature
should pass an act to prohibit those modes of fishing that bave been
called by the petitioners novel and improper, what would be the practical
working ? It would not only affect those direetly engaged in them, but
it would have also an indirect bearing. The large fleet of vessels
belonging to Gloucester are a part of the season dependent on these
fisheries for bait to bLe used in their bank-fisheries. The question was
asked at the time of the hearing before the committee how the Cape
Ann bank fishermen procured their bait before these modes of fishing
came into use, but was not answered. When vessels from Gloucester
first engaged in the halibut fishery on George’s Bank they met there
immense shoals of sea-herring, (Clupea elongata.y They could be taken
in nets on the top of the water. After a few years they became less
abundant, and were not secn schooling, but could be caught by sinking
the nets several fathoms below the surface. Long since they have left
that locality, and none have been caught there for several years.

Our mackerel fishermen require a large quantity of bait, to be used in
the prosccution of this fishery, which is principally menbaden, caught
in weirs orseines, Some 7,000 barrels of this fish was nsed by Province-
town vessels engaged in the mackerel fishery last season, Their whole
catch of mackerel was about 25,000 barrels.

There is alarge amount of capital invested in our fisheries, giving
employment to a great number of men, who follow a life of hardship
and exposure, They are a useful class of men, as they are producers.
By their Iabors they bring to our tables a large amount of wholesome
and natritions food, which is a blessing to our people.

Sir, allow me one hrief moment, while I allude to the life of a fisher-
man. He may enter the fishing-boat at nine years of age. Deprived
of the advantages of school education, he follows his business from day
to day. He may engage in some dangerous voyage. Tollow him to
the banks of Newfoundland, where he is not only exposed to gales and
storms—he may in some seasons be surrounded by enormous icebergs,
whose gigantic height and massive bulk adds to the danger. He is filled
with fear lest his little bark may come in contact and sink beneath his-
feet. Beside this, the merchant-ship, on its passage to or from Europe,
may, in some thick, dark, and stormy night, at one stroke put an end
to his earthly voyage. What hardier occupation—what bolder daring
can man display, than to lie down to rest shrouded in the gloomy sol-
itnde of a Newfoundland fog. As he leaves the cold, wet, and lone-
some deck, at the end of his midnight wateh, worn down by hardships
and exposures, he lies down upon his bed, and while his cradle is rocked
by the mountain billows, he courts that sleep that may know no waking.
Day after day he looks forward with pleasing anticipation to the time
when his voyage will end ; when he will return; when he can rest from
his toils, safe in the bosom of his home. Year after year, as his physical
energies begin to relax, he dreads it more and more. He is still com-
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pelled to work for his support and those that may be dependent upon
him. Ifew fishermen get rich, while a great many of us remain poor.
He may abandon his business, and stop on shore. With a few nets, or
some other implements of fishery, lie may be able to procure means to
supply his wants, '

The great question is, What is the danger of exhausting our fisheries
if these modes of fishing are continued ?

Nets have been used from time immemorial. We have an authentic
history, that has come. down to us, that tells us that more than 1,800
years ago, Jesus, walking by the sea of Gallilee, saw two brethren—
Simon, called Peter, and Andrew, his brother——casting a net into
the sea, for they were fishers, and he said unto them, Follow me, and
I will mmake you fishers of men; and straightway they left their nets
and they followed him. And going out from thence he saw other
two brethren, James, the son of Zebedee, and John, his brother, in
a ship, with Zebedee, their father, mending their nets; and he called
them, and they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed
him. This not only shows that nets were in use at that remote period,
but that they also needed meunding, plainly indieating that they were
somewhat like our nets.

I'rom the foregoing considerations that I have so briefly stated, your
comimittee came unanimously to the conclusion that it was their duty
to report that the petitioners have leave to withdraw.



VI.—REPORT OF CONFERENCE OF UNITED STATES
COMMISSIONER WITH COMMISSIONERS OF RHODE
ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS.

REPORT OF CONFERENCE HELD AT BOSTON, OCTOBER 5,
1871, WITH FISHERY COMMISSIONERS OF MASSACHUSETTS
AND RHODE ISLAND.

There were present at the conference: Mr. Reed, of Providence, com-
missioner of Rhode Island; Mr. Lyman, of Boston,-commissioner of
Massachusetts; Mr. Powel, of Newport, a member of the Rhode Island
legislature, and Mr. Baird, United States commissioner. Such portions
of the discussion as have no special bearing on the subject in question
have been omitted.

Mr. SAMUEL PowgkL. I think the trappers of Rhode Island would
agree to the close time; and Governos Stevens, I think, would consent
to it.

Professor BAIRD. I think the traps have a positive influence; but I
still think that the blue-fish area great cause of the trouble, A decrease
of the blue-fish would give the other fish an opportunity to increase;
but the young blue-fish are as muech more plenty than usual this year
as the young scup; so that I think it is expedient to try the experiment
of a close time. If the blue-fish were to run out again, I think it would
not be so imperative to adopt any restrictive measures. We cannot
regnlate the blue-fish, but we can control the traps.

Mr. REED. I think scup feed more or less on the small crustaceas,
perhaps slugs, and a species of leech. I think they would feed on the
small musele. I have seen little scup, when the water was c¢lear, bump-
ing their noses against the rocks, as though they were picking something
off. Some say that the salmon do not feed while not in the salt water,
but I think they do. I have seen them strike the dragon-fly with their
tails when it was skimming over the water.

The blue-fish will attack almost anything as long as he can eat, even
a piece of rag he will bite. I think the “slick” on the water so often
seen is, in many cases, produced by the oily matter proceeding from fish
that have been attacked by the blue-fish, they first swallowing as much
as they can, and then vomiting it up, so as to eat again.

As to the scup, I think the blue-fish attack them thronghout the sea-
son, especially the small scup. I think the blue-fish feed near the sur-
face.

Professor BAIRD. I think, as a general rule, that the blue-fish swims
at the surface in the day-tiine and at the bottom at night. We find
rock-crabs, eels, and sand-launces in their stomachs. We have found
scup in the stomachs of the blue-fish from the 15th of June to the 1st of
October. .

Mr. REED. Two years ago we had an unusual run of blue-fish late in
the fall. In half an hour I canght thirty-five, averaging about a pound
each. We used a hook smaller than usual for blue-fish. We have
plenty of food for scup in our bay.
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Professor BAIRD. That clement need not be taken into account at all.

Mr. REED. We have had scup away up to the mouth of the Narra-
gansett River. 1t is a very filthy river, too, because there are so many
manufacturing establishments, and among others that of hair-cloth, the
clippings of which are thrown into the water. There are large manu-
facturing towns all the way up, and every kind of refuse is thrown into
the water. All the manufactories make their own gas, aud they saw
wood, and so it is with all the branches of the river. But scup have
been ecanght right at the mouth of the Forestdale River, where they have
thrown in tar.

Professor BATRD. The sea pollution cannot enter into the question,
except werely loeally.  The only thing that is injurions in this vefuse is
the carbolie acid and tar, and this is so sinall in wmount as to have
little influence.  Iu fresh water it is o different thing, but in the salt
water I do not think it need be considered.

Mr. Bunib. The print-works empty everything into a narrow passage
twelve feet wide, that is about one-sixteenth of a mile from where the
tide comes in. I have seen little fish, two inches long, feeding right at
the mouth of the river.  And I have dug clams theve so dyed that they
looked red in consequence of the mudder thrown down there.  Prior to
s the building ot the print-works, I rave been told, there were no oysters
up there, but the year after it was started there was an ununsual number
of oysters sct in that little bay. -

Professor Bairp. I have come lately to the conclusion that the
prime cause of the variation in the supply of food-fishes on this coast
is to be found in the blue-ish; but then I am also satistied that the
trapping and pounding, coming at the heels of the mischief done by
the Dblue-fish, have intensitied the evil; and that, if we mean to restore
the fish, we must regulate one or the other. 1 think that if the fish
have a chance to reach their spawning-ground they will multiply fast
enough for both hooks and lines and traps. We must exterminate
the blue-fish or regulate the trapping, or the evil will increase. I
an see very positively the relationship of the shore-fishing to the estab-
lishinent of the trap.

Mr. Ruep. I was told by a gentleman ot Providence that he was pres-
ent the very day the traps were set this spring, at a certain place, and
he said they were filled withiu fifteen minutes with senp and other fish,
He said the season wus a fortnight aliead of them. The effect has been
that young scup bave been caught this year away up the Seekonk
River, so plenty that yon could scarvcely throw in the hoolk without
qatehing one.

They have not been so plenty as this for a long time. They are
spawned i shallow water, in the inlets and bays. I do not believe
any seup would deposit spawn outside as tar as off Point Judith., I
doubt whether fish an inch long would be found accompanying the
schools of big fish.

Mr. Powrrn. I saw some this spring ranging from two to four or five
inches in length, and I took some up to Protfessor Blake; I think it
was the 25th of April. They were caught in a trap below Newport.

Professor BAIrD. I think the scup might have spawned off the Caro-
linas in March, and some of these might come along up with the
older scup. But my impression is, that the largest part of what arve now
called ¢ dollar scup,” are this year’s brood.

In the middle of August it took five of the last year’s scup to weigh
a pound, and now four will weigh a pound. They will comne back next
year weighing about a pound each. '
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Wihile there area great many scup of this year’s growth, there are also
many last year’s seap. Therefore L ascribe a part of this change at
least to the diminution of the blue-fish. Tor five years blue-fish have
been growing more scarce; last year about threc-fourths of the usual
take, and this year the cateh has been much less than last.

Of squeteague there are a dozen this yvear where there was one five
years ago.  In 1863, I collected fishes at Wood’s 1lole, and I did not see
a squeteague, and when I spolke with the fishermen there about it, they
did not know the fish. IFour years ago a few were caught there, and
last year a great many. This year, at Menemsha Bight, one canght five
thousand at a single haul.

My, BeED. I uidderstand that the increase of the squoteague has
been in proportion to the decrease of bluefish.

Professor BAIRD, T think the blue-fish are continning to decrease,
thus leaving a better chance for other tish.

But it is not so much a matter of immportance whether the blue-fish
eab the seup or other fish.,  We know that the waters swarmn with little
fish that prey largely upon-the spawn of other fish, and very young
fish. They are just as plenty now as they ever were, and no trapping
can affect theiv supply. They are bound to have a heavy toll ont of
something.  When seup have been most abundant, they have furnished
to these little fish the larger portion of their sustenance; and when
they cannot get young scup they will take anything, and perhaps they
take 75 per cent. ot all the spawn of everything that is laid in the
waters.

There is a certain balance of fish, there being plenty to feed all these
scavengers,and to feed mankind also. Now, it you bring in the blue-fish,
they disturb this balance; they take scup, sea-bass, &e., that should
be permitted to spawn. Consequently the absolute amouant of spawn is
decreased, and the little fish will still secure their part from that which
remains. If there is but a little spawn in the water, it makes little
difference to them ; they will have their share out of what is left.

Then, having disturbed the balance to that extent, we come in with
our traps and reduce the number of spawning fish and of spawn still
further; and where the blue-fish destroy many, we destroy even more;
and then the Iittle fish mnust take the spawn of anything they can get.
If you take in the traps fish that would otherwise furnish spawn to
the little fish, then these little fish will take the spawn of other fish.
Therefore, I think the traps should be regulated, but need not be
prohibited.

I think that a “close time,” especially during the spawning season,
will give the relief that we require. I understand that, as a general
rule, the spawning fish run almost always at night, All the trappers
tell me that they cateh the Lreeding fish at night. But in the summer
season they cateh the Spanish mackerel and other pelagic fish in the day-
time. My suggestion to the trappers was, that they should close the
traps from six o’clock Saturday night till Tnesday morning. I want
three nights and two days.

Mr. REED. I suggested from sunset Saturday till Tuesday morning—
three nights and two days.

Mr. Powrpn, I think that from Friday night till Monday morning
will satisfy them better, as Sunday intervening would prevent the dis-
posal of the tish canght Saturday. That is what I wanted to do last
winter.

[Mr. Reep agreed to that time as being better.]
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Professor BAIRD. If the trappers will not assent to that, I wounld favor
a law prohibiting the whole business.

Mr. PoweLL. Rhode Island has waled up to the necessity for regu-
lating her fishing. The fish are gone to such an extent that, at a clam-
bal\e of some New Hampshire people in Rhode Island, they brought
their fish along with them,

Professor BAIRD Massachusetts people say, “ What is the use of try-
ing to catch fish with the hook and line while the trappers at Saugh-
konet are allowed to take our fish ?” )

Mr. PowEL. I would like to ask Mr., Reed whether it was usual or
unusual for the large and small fish to comne in together. The fisher-
men say it was unusual.

Mr. REED. I cannot tell in regard to seup. I know the scup have
decreased very much for the last five years, since I came there.

Mr. PowEL. This year we have had the young scup coming in almost
in their former abundance.

Mr. ReEeD. There is no bay so peculiarly sitnated as Prov 1dence
Bay. It has three outlets, and “the fishing- -grounds are numerous.. You
can put a trap down in certain places where the tide flows backward
and forward, in such a way that your trap would be as effectual in
stopping and catching the fish as a dam run right straight across the
tide. The fish cannot get up except when the traps are lifted. They
have come constantly to these places, trying to get up, but it has been
impossible,

Professor BAIRD. Then you think that, apart from the capture of the
fish, the presence of the nets has kept theul out?

Mr. RELD. Yes, sir.

Mr. PoweL. Youor argument would be that the two weeks’ supply has
been the cause of the greater abundance of young scup ?

Mr. REErD. Partly so.. Squeteagne have been very scarce, and I do
not believe there were five thousand pounds of blue-fish caught in the
whole bay., Squeteague were not as plenty as they were last year, In
fact, almost all the fish in onr bay have totally disappeared.

I suppose the scup had a free run of two weeks, and when they struck
that water free from traps they spread themselves, and could choose
any kind of temperature or any kind of bottom, whether sandy, or rocky,
or mud. Thus we have an unusual variety in the bay. At Prudence
Island there are very bold rocks, and it is a great place for catching
scup and taufog.

Professor BAIRD. If the intermission from catching for two weeks was
sufficient to create so great a supply, it shows what we may expect it
we keep up that intermission through the season. If we have the inter-
mission of three nights and two days in a week, throughount the season,
instead of the incidental fwo weeks, we may hope to restore an ample
supply to all our waters.

Mr. PowgL. There are three well-described kinds of seup on our coast;
and very probably each has a different habitat. There is something
different in them, because they come one after the other. They are de-
scribed as three different growths, when we know they come from some-
where about the Florida capes, to be"“m with.

Professor BATRD. Do they?

Mr. POWEL. They come from somewhere down south, and they turn
in, as they come along, into the different estuaries. Where do they go;
and why don’t they all go into the first place ¢

Some gentlemen tell us that fish always return to the waters in which
they were spawned. How do they know it? They know it in regard to
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some fish, salmon, trout, &ec. Then comes Mr. Agassiz, who tells us
they are not pelagic fish; that they are born in fresh water, and we
have no right to know that they ever absent themselves far tfrom the
fresh waters., But it is not so with the wandering fishes of the sea.
Now, I have no theory on this subject, but I wish to call your attention
to it.

Professor BAtrp. We have the faet that last year’s scup are much
more plenty than the experience of the past few years would lead us to
suppose; and this year’s scup are equally plenty. Now, what caused
this state of things?

Mr. LyyaN. The seraps that I have picked up indicate that scup
were here abundantly on the first arrival of the settlers in 1620. They
were abandant, still, down to 1642, as mentioned by Roger Williams.
Then there is a little gap. In 1642 they were abundant in all our bor-
ders. In 1659 the blue fish were abundant about Nantucket, and Macy
is very preeise in this.  There are seventeen years when the scup were
abundant, as well as the Dblue-fish, in the samme waters, and remained
abundant antil 1764, Then the blue-fish go away, disappear entirely,
as far as regards Nantucket. Macey says they totally disappearved, and
none whatever were caught in the seines. Now, we kupow that in 1790
the scup was unknown in Nantucket, because we have oral testimony
collected by Professor Baird; and then, about 1794, the scup reap-
peared. There were thirty years, in round nuinbers, that the blue-fish
disappeared, and then again became very abuudant, and have continued
so since, until about the year 1864, when everybody agrees that they
fell off very much.

Now, the blue-fish, coming in 1830, have continned to the present time,
though with decreasing abundance for a few years past. The blue-fish
having diminished in 1764, it took thirty years for the scup to get back,
and then they continued side by side without any diminution until
recently, from 1830. At any rate, for twenty-five years the scup and
blue-fish lived side by side in vast abundance.

What we know of nature does not indicate that the predatory fish
that is going to clean out another kind of fish is going to take twenty-
five years to do it; that is to say, when it does it, it is not to be done
with a jump. I would illustrate it by saying that I find in testimony
from different witnesses, independent of each other, that in 1841 and
in 1856 there was an exceedingly cold snap coming on suddenly in
the autnmn, the consequence of which was that immense quantities of
the bottom fish, tautog, rock, buass, &e., were killed throughout the
waters of the southern shore, and drifted ashore; and the next year
these species in many localities were almost extinet. But in three or
four years the fish had returned to their normal abundance. There is
an instance of a cause annililating the local fish, and in three or four
years thereisareturn. Itis anillustration thatin nature the supply does
not take very long to recover itself.

Professor BAIRD. It is ¢ unip and tuck” between the blue-fish and the
scup. TFor instance, take the abundance of scup that existed twenty
years ago, and no man would have said it was possible, by any agency,
to make them scarce, because they thronged everywhere in Vineyard
Sound and Buzzard’s and Narragansett Bays. Suppose one scup pro-
daces a hundred thousand young—that was more than all the blue-fish
could manage., They did all they could, but the scup were too many
for them. But the blue-fish kept preying npon them, and we can imag-
ine that year by year they finally cut down the supply to such a poing

S. Mis. 61——9
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that, after all the little prowlers had got their share, then the blue-fish
cut them ¢ down by the run.”

Mr. Powrrn., And the very epidemic which has sometimes influenced
the larger classes of families may also afteet their pabulam too, and the
consequence would be that the seup would have to tighten their sword-
belts. I want you to bear in mind the magnificent run of scup that has
burst upon us, on account of the opportunity to run into the waters
freely for two weeks.

Mr. Lyyaw. I think that it is non-proven that blue-fish feed on seup
generally.  Although scup have been taken out of blne-fish captured in
pounds, stitl the universal testimony of the fisherinen betore the legisla-
tive comuiittee was, that scup were never—some said rarely—found in
blue fish. Theretfore, I do not believe that the blue-fish follows the seup
as its vormal food. I do not think it is proven at all, and I don’t think
abny mathematical theories, multiplying so many blue-fish, eating so
many scap in a season, have anything in them.

But 1 do really think that there is evidence ro show-—to make us sns-
peet very strongly—that the blue-fish and poands have had something
to do with it; and with the really insuflivient evidence we have, my
private opinion is, that two-thirds of the diminution should be ¢harged
to the ponnds, and one-third to the blue-fish.

Professor Bamrp. 1t is very easy for the fishermen to say that they
did not find scup in the blue-fish; because there were uo scup at all to
be caught.

Then, how do you kunow there were any blue-fish at Nantucket while
the seup were absent there ?

Mr. Lyyax., Maey tells you the month and the year, and says they
were taken fromn June te September in great abundance; and he says
that thirty would have filled a barrvel.

Professor Baiep. They may have been some other fish.

Mr. Livaray. Neither are we certain that what Roger Williams ecalls
bream was u s7up, though I presume it was so. It may have been some-
thing else than the blue-fish. .

Professor BAIRD. We all agree, 1 think, that fish are scaree, and that
something sheuld be done as an experiment for their restoration. I have
made a dranght, with a memorandum, in vegard to this question of regula-
tion, which I will read. it seemed to me that, as a preliminary to all
legislation, the whole question of pounding and trapping should be under
State control; that the State commissioners should be required to give
licenses, and that it should be illegal to carry en the fishing in pounds
without such a license.

[The draught of the law was then read, and afterward discassed.]

Mr. LiyMaN agreed that the putting of the subjectin the hands of the
commissioners was a good thing. It will work well, if we can say to
the trapping people, we protect as well as check you.

Mr. ReED. I believe that we shall not repeat what we did last year.
Failing in that undertaking the people have more liberal views. The
trappers are very willing to concede, and the others also. 1 think that
if the quéstion were talken of traps or no traps, the traps would be killed ;
that is simply my opinion.

Mr. Lyuan. I think some such act, thrown into a strictly legal form,
will be a good thing. The main features, I think, we may consider as
agreed upon, and that the differcuces, if any, shall only be in putting it
into form.

Professor BATRD. Would Captain Atwood consent to the “close time %7

Mr. LyMAN. Yes, sir; he thinks you cannot lessen the sea-fish, but he
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has no objection to the protection of fish that breed in the bays, nor to
the ¢ close time,” if reasonable. But he does not think it proper nor
feasible to cut off the bait from the cod-fishermen.

Professor BAIRD. Shall it be carried throughout the season, or only
daring the spawning season of the shore fish ?

Mr. LymAN. That is very important. 1 think it would lessen the op-
position to the passage of the law if we give the traps a chance to catch
herring and menhaden. These are needed for the Gloucester fishermen.
I would rather put a limit on the beginning of the season than the end.
Catching the herring early I do not th]nk injures the fishing much.

PlOfL\SO[‘ BAIRD. Supposmo they did not catch quite as many fish
for the first year, would they not catch enough more in future years to
compeunsate them? And supposing this applies ounly to the south side
of the cape, could not they supplement the loss from the “ close time?”
by other means of catching ? Ten years ago there was only a single
trap for ten miles around \Vood’ Hole, and yet they managed to get all
the bait they wanted.

Mr. LymAN. The (reorge’s fishing has been growing up under the sys-
tem of getting bait tfrom weirs move particularly., Let us leave it so
that the time shall be cut off at the beginning, and not the end of the
season.

Professor BAIRD. But let the law run through the season ?

Mr. Lyman. I think so.

Professor BA1rD. There is this consideration to the advantage of this
regulation, that there is much less probability that fish will be lost or
wasted. The Messrs. Luce, of Menemsha, said that if fish were sent off
only five days in the week, they would be better ecared for, and they
would get a better price for them, while there would be no difference to
the consumer, I am quite sure the supply will be more equally distrib-
uted, less fish wasted, and as much money made by all parties.

Mr. PowgL. It will diminish opposition, to have the ‘“c¢lose time?”
cease by the end of the scup-fishing, becanse Spanish mackerel and
squeteague are not caught with hooks, and they come after the scup.
I think 1 can get through such a law.

Mr. LynmaN. I think we had better cut it at both ends.

Mr. PowxL. I kaow the people of Rhode Island will accept it.

Mr. LyMAN. From the 10th of May to the 15th of June will give suf-
ficient time for the scup.



VIL—DRAUGHT OF LAW PROPOSED FOR THE CON-
SIDERATION OF AND ENACTMENT BY THE LEGIS-
LATURES OF MASSACHUSETTS, RHODE ISLAND,
AND CONNECTICUT.*

A BILL TO REGULATIE THE USE OF STATIONARY APPA-
RATUS IN THF CAPTURE OF FISH.

Sme. 1. The commissioners on inland fisheries are hereby em-
powered to license individuals and eorporations to erect, establish, and
use, in the waters of this commonwealth, whether navigable or unnav-

igable, tixed nets, traps, pounds, pots, fykes, weirs, or other stationary
appar Ltus, for the purpose of ¢apruring fish, upon dpp]lultmn for such
icense, dn‘\" made as hereinafter conditioned and providaed,

Sk, 2. All persons sceking such licenses shall make written applica-
tion to said commissioners, SI)(’(lf) ing the locality in which they desire
to use stationary apparatus as aforesaid, the exact character of the said
apparatus which the applicant proposes to use, inclading, it of netting,
the proposed sizes of mesh, as also the proposed length of the leader, or
fence, together with all other details and particulars necessary for an
exact understanding of said apparatus; and upon examivation of such
applications, and after public hearing, it they deem necessary, the said
commissioners shall grant the license desired, provided the application
be made on or before the first day of March in each vear, subject to the
conditions hereinafter mentioned, it being nnderstood that parties last
in lawful possession of any fishing-station shall have preference in its
assignment, unless barred by a violation of this act.

Src. 3. The license shall be in writing, signed by a majority of said
commissioners, and shall state elearly and minutely the locality within
which the same shall have effect, and no Jicense stutll have effect in any
locality other than that mentioned and deseribed therein, and, if for

netting, the minimum size of the mesh of the different parts ‘of the
net, and the length of the leader, and shall preseribe such other limita-
tions and directions as said commissioners shall deem, proper; and no
license shall take effect until the same shall Le left for record with the
clerk of the town or city within which the same is to have eftect, nor
until the recording fee ot said clerk, being the same as that established
by law for recording mortgages of personal property of equal length,
shall be fully paid.

Sre. 4. The said licenses may embrace any period not exceeding one
year; bnt whenever given, they shall expire on the first day of Janu-
ary next foll(mnm their date, dlld the clerk of each city or town in

¥ Tho dralwllt as orlnm'llly preparvd was fust dxseusqu at the ('Ollfu‘vnce with the
comtnissioners of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and then submitted to several emi-
nent legal gentlemen for consideration; among uLhus, to Mr. Henry Williains and Mr.
Geo. H. Palmer, of Boston, from whom 1mport‘1ut criticisms and suggestions were re-
ceived and incorporated.
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which said licenses have been recorded shall, on the first day of April
in each yeuar, nake return to said commissioners of the suid licenses
then in force and the localities to which the same relate.

Src. 5. Every person who shall have received a license in the manner
herein provided shall, before the first day of Jannary following the date
of said license, make accurate return to said commissioners ot the nun-
bers and the kinds of fish captured by him during each day of the
season by virtue of said license, and shall furnish accurate information
of all other facts relating to said license which said commissioners may
require, and no license shall be renewed until said report shall have
been made to the suatisfaction of said commissioners. ‘

SEc¢. 6. No person enjoying such license shall take, or allow to be
taken, any fish by means of stationary apparatus from the twentieth
day ot April antil the fifteenth day of June in each year in the interval
of time Dbetween the hours of six o'clock on Friday evening and six
o’clock on the following Monday morning; and every person enjoving
such license shall lift up at least twenty yards of the outer or seaward
end of the leader or fence of his apparatus, or otherwise open it, so as
to secure a free passage for the fish from the surface of the water to the
very bottom, and shall at the same time place a gateway of netting over
the ““heart” or entrance into the inclosure, and, in general, take what-
ever precautions may be necessary to prevent the cutrance of fishes
into the same during the period of time aforesaid; and, generally, shall
comply with any and all regulations made by the commissioners for the
purpose ot securing the accomplishinent of the object of this section,
namely, to allow and secure an unobstructed passage of the fish through
or by the apparatus in question during the time specified.

Skc. 7. No license granted under the provisions of this act shall be
construed as authorizing the grantee of the samne to enter upon the
Iand of individuals without their permission, nor te interfere in any way
with private property.

SEc. 8. Whoever sets or uses, or causes to be set or unsed, in the

vaters of this commmonwealth, whether the same are navigable or unnav-
igable, any weir, pot, pound, yard, trap, or other stationary apparatus
whatsoever, for the purpose of capturing fish, except by virtue of a
license duly issued, and for that particular locality, under the provisions of
this act, shall forfeit and pay for each day during auny part of which said
apparatus is 8o set or used a swn not less than two hundred dollars nor
more than five hundred dollars, and shall forfeit all apparatus so used,
including nets, stakes, boats, &e., which shall be sold, aud the proceeds
of such sale placed in the treasury of the commonwealth,

Sec. 9. Whoever, having received a license unier the provisions of
this act, shall neglect or refuse to comply with the provisions of the
same, or of his license, shall forfeit and pay for each offense a sum not
less than two huandred dollars nor wmore than five hundred dollars, ex-
cept that, in case of his violation of section six of this act, he shall forfeit
and pay for each day during any parf of which his offense is commit{ed
the sum of five hundred dollars, and shall forfeit all apparatus used in
violation of said section, which shall be sold, and the proceeds of such
sale be placed in the treasury of the commonwealth,

SEc. 10. All actions and prosecutions nnder this act shall be com-
menced within six months after the offense is committed, and one-half
of the fine or penalty recovered in any action or prosecution aforesaid
shall be paid to the person who shall first bring an action of tort therefor,
in his own namne, or shall make complaint in any criminal case, and the
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remaining half in either case shall be paid into the treasury of the
omimmonwealth.,

SEC. 11. Whenever a person who has received a license hereunder
shall be convieted of any offense under this act, or of violation of his
license, he shall be forever disqualified from receiving another license
within this commbonwealth, and the license then held by bim shall be-
come void; and the said commissioners, on re-issuing a license in place
of the saine, shall prefer the party furnishing the evidenece or making
complaint against the party so offending, unless they shall see good
reason to the contrary.

SEC. 12, No apparatus for capturing fish shall be set in such manner
or in such place as to obstruct navigation with boats or vessels; but no
one shall be permitted wantonly to destroy fishing apparatus lawfually
set and managed, and for which the required license has been given,
under penalty of not less than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars,
to be recovered as aforesaid.

SEc. 13. It shall be at the diseretion of the commissioners to revise
or annul a license to establish fixed apparatus for capturing tish, when,
in their opinion, and that of the governor of the State, the establish-
ment or continnance of such apparatus may interfere with the passage
of salmon, shad, herring, or alewives into fresh water for the purpose of
spawning.

SEC. 14. This act shall fake effect from and after its passage.



VHIL—MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE AND COM-
MUNICATIONS ON THE SUBJECT OF TiE SEA-
FISHERIEN.

NANTUCKET ISLE, GRAND MANAN,
November 21,1870,

Sir: I received your letter, and I notice what yon say about the
fish, &e. In regard to the herring, so long as the mother herring
is left to lay her cggs, there will be a good supply of young her-
rving. Thus, sir, it is good for Government to stop netting. Last
fall, and this fall also, was the best fishing ever known at Grand
Manan. I think the wiers, if tended properly, will not destroy
the herring; but if the female herring are taken, then all are
gone. Codfish are led by herring, as they are choice food for cod. Last
sumner cod were scarce in the bay, plenty on the banks. In the sum-
mer, in drought, and when the water is warm, the herring stay in the
deep waters; when fall rains come, and the water and weather cool, the
herring come into shoal water, and the codfish follow them. Last win-
ter was the best cod and herring fishing ever known at Grand Manan,
and was good this fall when the weather was suitable for fishing ; but
there liave been more gales this tall than I ever knew, so that there was
great difficulty in fishing. Government has done nothing about the
weir fishing, but forbids netting for three months (July 15 to October
15) at the south head of Grand Manan. The abundance of cod is
affected in this way. If the herring are destroyed in one place the cod
go to another in search for them. Tor this reason the seed-herring
should be left. There was a report during the last suwmmer that cod
were plenty, and every vessel that went on the bank from Grand Manan
and Hastport was loaded with fish. The cod prefer living or fresh-killed
herring for food. Last Thursday I caught a cod five and one-halt feet
long that chose to bite at a herring-bait when full of sea-crabs, thirteen
in namber, and other small things. Cod live on erabs, scallops, and the
jellies on the bottom, and a small fish in the form of a shrimp, but four
or five times as large. Large cod eat small flounders, small pollock and .
hake, small salmon, sea-perch, cunners, and a great many things found™
at the bottom of the water, but always prefer the herring. Sowe come
in schools and eat the herring-spawn. Cod lay their eggs in November
and Decethber, as near as we can tell, and we cateh them sometimes
when their spawn i8 so ripe as to run from the fish when dying. Some
cod canght in the winter have small spawns in them. Some think they
spawn in March or April.  The small cod, which never grows to a large
gize, spawn in the fall months, the same as the large cod. The herring
at south head of Grand Manan spawn in Aungust, September, and
October. Over at Campbell’s they cateh large herring in winter with
spawn in them, which would be hatched in spring. Down at the East
Bay they are found in the same condition. I never heard of a blue-fish
being caunght at Grand Manan. I think the setlines an injury to
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the halibnt, the females being eaught in them, which cannot be canght
by hand-lines, People complain of the injury to halibut and cod from
the set-lines.
Yours, truly,
SIMEON F. CIIENEY.

NAsHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE,

February 24, 1871,
Drar Siz: Allow me your attention for a few moments. I wasa
fisherman for several years on the cod-fishing line. You are well aware
that difterent kinds of’ cod use different food. There ix the poogie cod,
the herring-cod, and the elam-cod. The best, and what has always been
relied on, is the poogie-cod, which 1s fast going out of existence, and the
fisheries will eventually be ruoined if there is nothing done to prevent it
by the Government. They have tried to legislate it in Maine, but, you
know, “nioney makes the mare 20,7 and these oil mill owners have more
than fishermen ; therefore the eifors wiil fuil unless ghe friends of fisher-
men take hold of it. It is unnecessary for me to explain how many
thoasand Darrels of this food of the poogie-fish is consumed in o vear to
make oil of’; it is sufficient to know that it is destroying all the food, and
with very little recompense. The Government ought to pass an act pro-
hibiting the scining of poogies on the coast, especially on Government

waters, to make oil or manure of,
T have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
WINSLOW . EAYRS.

The fish here referred to as the Pogie is the Mcenhaden, or Moss
Bunker, (Brevoortia menhaden.)

NASHUA, December 28, 1871.

DEeAR SIR: Every other year, when the pohagen or poogies (men-
haden) come into the mouths of the rivers, we find thousands of them
thrown on shore, dead. There is a great deal of speculation in regard
to them, and as to the cause of their death. I think, however, I can solve
the mystery. I notice that all the print-works, dge-liouses, and faeto-
ries discharge into the water tons ot dyes, poison culeh, in fact, everything
which ought to be buried, such as copperas and other chemicals. Youn
know what they are, and that they fill the water with poison. Even
the card-factory here in this city throws tons every yvear into the Merri-
mac. Fish being so easily destroyed, I believe that is the rkason, and
that the practice ought to be stopped. I believe that is the reason that
salmon, shad, &c., do not cowre up the river as they used to. Is notmy
idea reasonable? Not only the fish are affected in this way, but the
city of Lowell are drinking the water. We may soon know that the
people are dying, while the cause is not anderstood.

The idea that dye-stufts settle, and the water runs elear, is all bosh, in
my estimation. Awm I not right?% I think this too important to fish
and people not to be looked into. But I know of no one who has even
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mentioned it, or, as far as I know, even thought of it. Does that not
come under the fish question ?
Very truly,
WINSLOW P. EAYRS.

-

UrtcaA, February 21,1871,
DEAR St: When I was a lad T lived twenty miles from Bellows
Falls, and shad were brought to my home and sold for 10 cents each.
They could not surmount the falls; but salmon went north, to Canada,
and were worth 3 cents per pound. In my grandfather’s time salmon
were taken in plenty three miles from our place, at the head of the
Jontokook River., There is not a doubt but the obstructions of the
Connecticut River can be removed; but the smaller streams carry less
water by the clearing of the land, and, I fear, cannot be repopulated.
But the noble brook-trout can be produced at 4 very cheap rate where
butchers are plenty.
Yours, truly,
E. JEWETT.

COPY OF MEMORIAL OF CITIZENS OF HYANNIS ADDRESSED
TO CONGRESS, PRAYING THAT LAWS BE PASSED PRO-
HIBITING THE USE OIf FINED APPARATUS FOR CAPTUR-
ING FISH.

We, the undersigned citizens of Cape Cod, humbly entreat your hon-
orable body to become interested in making laws to regulate the fishing
business, so as to secure to the fishermen a compensation for the toil
and danger accompanying the business. Pounds, weirs, and traps have
about used it up. Many of the fishermen have been driven into fishing
for a living. It is not uncominon to find two or three men on board a
small fishing-vessel. Ten years ago they were in command of as good
ships as floated. Steam has robbed us of onr first occupation. Pounds,
weirs, and traps have served us as bad as steam. We contend that the
rich man’g dollar, while he is asleep, should not be allowed to catch all
the fish, while our lines, which are well 'baited and tended, find no fish
to bite at them. We contend we can put as many and better fish into
the markets where fish are sold than are sold in those markets., If any
of you doubt it, let’ him visit the places where fish are induced to go
and deposit their eggs. You will find fish taken in such quantities that,
after taking ecare of all they can, the balance are thrown into the
farmers’ wagons that stand waiting to take them away to dréss the
land ;-catehing as many fish at one time as it would take to supply all
the markets for months; destroying hundreds of what would becoine fish
where oune fish is taken.

Shall the rich man’s dollar be allowed to drive us from our home and
all that is sacred to us in memory? Must we look on, and see the rich
man’s dollar rob our children of bread and clothing? It will be hard
work. We have contended with old ocean from our youth, but the rich
maw’s dollar we cannot manage in a lawful way. Why should we not
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have good laws that would encourage rather than discourage the poor
man while toiling to earn bread for his family? God grant that Jour
wisdom may be guided in the right direction.
Very respecttully,
HATsEL HANDY,
Hyannis, Massachusctts.

Jospra (. LORING. JAMES ELL1S,

DaNieL HuMEs. CHARLES DENISON.
DusTIN TAYLOR. Henry E. BAXTER.
OsBTRN HALLETT. NELISON BAXTER.

Luvi L. Buck. JERVIS W, EDDY.

‘Wit C. WHELDEN. PrENTISS LINNELL, JR.
Gro. H. SMmrrd. JosnuA HoPKINS.

ARUNAH WHELDEN, 2d. REUBEN BAKUER.
BuNAGER WHELDEN. TIMOTHY CROCKER.
ALEXANDER CROWELL. HirAM HAMBLIN.

ELuAZER BAKER. Tivority HAMBLIN.
BENJAMIN BAXTER. SiveEoN HAMBIAIN,

EirLery E. BARTER. WILLIAM HAMBLIN.
Eppyezer CrowreLL,  WarnroN Horyus,

HYANNIS, Massachusetts, 1871,



IX,—EUROPEAN AUTHORITIES ON THE SUBJECT OF
REGULATING THE FISHERIES BY LAW,

ON THE FISHERIES OF THE GULF OF NAPLES.

BY ACHILLE COSTA.*

CONSIDERATIONS ON THE SYSTEMS OF TFISHING.

Among the inhabitants of the sea the spinousrayed fishes (fo which
almost all thd best kinds of eatable fishes belong) are without doubt
immensely prolific, more so than animals of any other class, and this
fact is in harmony with a general law observed throughout nature,
namely, that fruoitfulness is in direct ratio to the means of destruction
that animals meet with in nature, which destruction fishes find in
the sea and within the sphere of their own eclass; the carnivorous
devouring not the vegetable-feeders alone, but also those of their
own kind which are smaller than themselves. If to these natural
causes of destruction we add the artificial modes invented by man
for his own nse, we can readily appreciate the nature of the drain to
which the families of fishes are subjected, and the necessity of an
enormouns fertility to maintain the supply at a given average.

Indeed, in spite of such fecundity, it has been observed in numerous
localities that mwarine productions are on the decrease. In regard to
the Gulf of Naples, no exact statistics are on record by which to deter-
mine the preeise amount of this decrease; but, taking into considera-
tion the local conditions of the sea, it is easy to prove that the product
of fishing is very inferior to what it should be. This fact is accounted
for by the avidity of fishermen, who, valuing present utility only,
make no account of the injury done to the future, and who, thus
ignoring their own interest, instead of being the jealous preservers
of the source from which they derive their counstant industry, are
its destroyers, and invent new means of destruction instead of pres-
ervation. As this is a subject which regards the public welfare,
owing to the loss arising therefrom to consumers, the attention of the
governments of different nations has been called to it, in order that
every precaution may be taken to protect this highly-important branch
of industry by every means dictated by science and experience. A
royal council, to which we have the honor of belonging, is already en-
gaged iu investigating all that relates to the subject in question in our
country, and a law on fishing throughout Italy is in course of prepara-
tion. We do not deem it necessary here to expound in advance all the
special views which we consider a subject of discussion for the council

* Atti del reale istituto d’incorraggiamento alle seienze naturali economiche e tec-
nologiche di Napoli. 2do serie. Tomo VII. 1870, P.89.
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itself; nevertheless we deem advisable not to overlook any of the gen-
eral considerations which arve the result of direct and experimental ob-
servations made on the systems of fishing in the Gulf of Naples. If,
on one side, we view these considerations as only partial regulations
relating to local facts, on the other side we find them placed among the
general facts which furnish the elements of the law itself.

In order to judge of the fithess of the systems of fishing, we must
consider them under three aspects: the means to be employed, the
proper seasons, and the proper places; three things that are so united
that one cunnot be separated from the others, and means which in
themselves might be harmless if employed in proper seasons and places,
become very injurious to marine productions when used out of season
and place.

The general rales which a wise regulation for fishing must prescribe,
are:

1st. Fishies should not be molested during the time of spawning.

2d. Fhe egys should be left to rest where they were deposited, so as
not to be disturbed during theiv development.

3d. The young must not be destroyed till they have reached a certain
size. ]

4th. Fishes must not be destroyed in mass, by means of poisoning.

From these incontestable principles it follows, as an evident deduc-
tion, that a reguiation for fishing must preseribe:

1. That fishing must not be carvied on in titnes and places when and
where fishes meet for the deposition of eggs or spawn.

2. Dragging-nets must not be used in seasons and places in which
eges are 1n process of hatching, or embryos undergoing development.

3. Nets with too close meshes must not be used, beeanse they gather
the very small fishes, and thus prevent them from developing sufficiently
to become useful to consumners.

4. No substance mnst be used which, when thrown in the sea, pro-
duces such changes in the water as to cause the death of all the fishes
therein.

The third and fourth of the above rules find their application equally
in every country, but the first two require for their application an exact
knowledge of the instinets of fishes in regard to their spawning, and of
the natare of the bottom of the sea.

The gensral rale, that fishing nast be carried on in sneh a mauner as
not to affect the continned production, contains certainly, in itself, all
that can be required. It often happens, however, that general rales are
easier in theory than in practice.

As regards the apparatus of fishing, the greatest care has been deemed
necessary, from remote times, in the use of trawl-nets, which, raking
over the bottom of the sea so as to gather up the mud in seasons in
which the eggs are deposited, destroy everything, thus causing muach
damage to the reproduction of the species. Hence the permanent pro-
hibition of the use of such nets from April till October, which is found
in the fishing regulation in the old Neapolitan provinces. The fact of
the damage which is caused to marine productions by the ase of trawl-
nets in the seasons above mentioned is so evident to us that it seems
useless to attempt to argue the question, especially as we would only be
repeating what has already been demonstrated so learnedly Ly others.
We think, however, that in examining such argmumnents we wmust not
confine ourselves to the trawl-net, but must take into consideration the
whole category of meshed nets. We must undoubtedly make a distine-
tion between those which drag heavily the bottom of the sea, thereby
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gathering up all they meet with, including mnd itself, as the trawl drags
it, and tite other nets which vest lightly on the bottom of the sea, like
the scines in their modifications, &e. If, however, the former are the
most injurious, the latter are none the less hurtful in certain seasons,
for, while the former destroy the eggs and the embryos, the latter gather
up the youug when scarcely able to swim. In fact, the seines and hand-
trawls, and similar nets, are precisely the kind that take enormouns
quantities of young of various kinds of fishes, which are brought to
market by the ton, under the name of fravaglie, and which ure the
young of anchovies, mullets, gurnards, &e. While this immense qnan-
tity of fishes brings but a very scant protit, it subtracts from the sea thie
elements which, in the following seasous, would prove a source of sus-
tenance to the people and profit to fishermen. It is owing to this prin-
cipal reason, as we have stated before, that, while the Gulf of Naples
furnishes the most favorable conditions to the prosperity and increase of
its inhabitants, the fact is, that the fishes sent to market arve not suffi-
cient for the wants ot the people, so that, in spite of the considerable
quantities derived from the gulf] if we except a few rare eases of a simall
variety, the prices are such that the masses cannot afford to procure
them. Another effect of this excessive fishing is, that in the Gulf of
Naples (with few exceptions) the species never attain any considerable
size; hence, for example, flounders and many other kind never attain
halt the size of those in the Adriatie. It is necessary, therefore, to for-
bid the use of nets which injure the inhabitants of the sea, of whatever
kind. :

ON THE POSSIBILITY OF EXHAUSTING THE SEA-
FISHERIES.* :

BY JAMES G BERTRAM.

The idea of a slowly but surely diminishing supply of fish is no”
doubt alarming, for the public have hitherto believed so devoutly in the
frequently-quoted proverb ot “inore fish in the sea than ever came out
of it,” that it has never, except by a discerning few, been thought pos-
sible to overfish; and, consequently, while endeavoring to sapply the
constantly-increasing demand, it has never sufficiently been brought
honte to the public mind that it is possible to reduce the breeding stock
of our best kinds of sea-fish to such an extent as may render it difficult
to re-populate those exhausted ocean colonies which in years gone by
yielded, as we have been often told, such miraculous draughts. It is
worthy ot being noticed that most of our public writers who venture
to treat the sulbject of the fisheries, proceed at once to argue that the
sapply of fish is unlimited, and that the sea is a gigantic tish-preserve,
into which man requires but to dip his net to obtain at all times an enor-
mous amount of wholesome and nutritious food.

This style of writing on the fisheries comes largely into use when-
ever there is a project of a joint-stock fishing company placed before
the public. When that is the case, obscure little villages are pointed
to as the future seats of enormous prosperity, just because they happen
to be thought of by some enterprising speculator as the nucleus ot a

" Extracted from *'The Harvest of the Sea, a contribution to the natural and economic
history of the British food-fishes. London. John Murray, 1865.”
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fishing town; and we are straightway told that Buckhorn, or Kirksalt,
or sopre equally obscure place, conld be made to rival those towns in
Holland, whose wealth and prosperity originated in even smaller begin-
nings.  We are likewise informed, on the occasions of giving publicity
to such speculations, that “the sea is a liquid mine of boundless wealth,
and that thousands of pounds mwight be earned by simply stretehing
forth our hands and pulling out the fish that have scarcely room to live
in the teeming waters of Great Britain,” &e¢. I would be glad to
believe in these general statements regarding our food-fisheries, were 1
not convineed, from personal inquiry, that they are a mere coinage of
the brain. .

There are, doubtless, plenty of fish still in the sea, but the trouble of
capturing them increases daily, and the instraments of capture liave to
be yearly augmented, indicating but too ¢learly to all who have studied
the sulject, that we are beginning to overfish., We already know, in
the case of the salmon, that the greed of man, when thoroughly excited,
can extirpate, for mere immediate gain, any animal, however prolifi¢ it
may be. Bome of the British game-birds have so narrowly escaped
destruetion that their existence, in anything like quantity, when set
against the armies of sportsmen who seek their annibilation, is wonderfal.

As has been mentioned in a previous chapter of this volume, the
supply of haddocks and other Gadide was once so plentiful avound the
British coasts that a short line, with perhaps a score of hooks, fre-
quently replenished with bait, would be quite sufficient to capture a
few thousand fish. The number of hooks was gradually extendad, till
now they are counted by the thousaud, the fishermen haviung to maltiply
the means of capture as the fish beecome less plentiful.  About forty
years ago the percentage of fish to each line was very considerable.
Eight hundred hooks would take about 750 fish; but now, with a line
studded with 4,000 hooks, the fishermen sometimes do not take 100
fish.

It was recently stated by a correspondent of the John (’Groat Jour-
nal, a newspaper published in the fishing-town of Wick, that a fish-
eurer there contracted some years ago with the Dboats for haddocks at
3s. 6d per hundred, and that, at that low price, the fishing yielded the
men from £20 to £40 each season, but that now, although hé has otfered
the fishermen 125, 1 hundred, he cannot procure anything like an ade-
guate supply. As the British sea-fisheries afford remunerative employ-
nient to a large Lody of the population, and offer a favorable invest-
ment, it is surely time that we should know authoritatively whether or
unot there be truth in the fulling off in our supplies of herring and other
white fish. At one of the Glasgow tish-merchants’ annnal soirees, held
a year or two ago, it was distinctly stated that all kinds of fish were
less abundant now than in former years, and that in proportion to the
means of capture, the result was less. Mr. Methuen reiterated such
opinions again and again. “I reckon our fisheries,” said this enter-
prising fish-merchant on one oceasion, *if fostered and properly fished,
a national source of wealth of more importance and value than the
gold-mines of Australia, because the gold-mines are exhanstible; but
the living, propagating, self-cultivating gift of God is inexhaustible, if
rightly fished by man, to whom they are given for food. It is evident
anything God gives is ripe and fit for food. ¢Have dominion, not de-
struction, was the commnand. Any farmer cutting his ripe clover grass
would not only be reckouned mad, but would, in fact, be so, were he to
tear up the roots along with the clover, under the idea that he was thus
obtaining more food for his cattle, and then wondering why he had no
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second crop to cut. His eattle would starve, himself and family be
beggared, and turned out of their farm as improvident and destroctive,
who not only beggared thewmselves, bat, to the extent of their power,
impoverished the people by destroying the resources of their country.
The farmer who thus destroys the hopes of a vising crop by injudicious
farming, is not only his own enemy, but tbe enemy of his country as
well.” ’

Such evidence could be multiplied to any extent if it were necessary,
but I feel that quite enough has been said to prove the point. Itis a
point I have no doubt upon whatever, and persons who have stadied
the question are alarmed, and say it is no use blinking the matter any
longer—that the demand for fish as an article of food is not only begin-
ning to exceed the supply, but that the supply obtained, combined with
waste of spawn and other caunses, ix beginuing to exceed the breed-
ing-power of the fish. In the olden times, when people only caught to
supply individual wants, fish were plentiful, in the sense that no scar-
city was ever experienced, and the shoals of sea-fish, it was thought
at one time, wounld never diminish; but since the traflic became a com-
mercial speculation, the question has assumed a totally different aspect,
and a suficient gquantity cannot now be obtained. Who ever hears now
of monster turbot being taken by the trawlers? Where are the mirac-
ulous haulg of mackerel that used to gladden the eyes of the fisher-
men? Where are now the wagon-leads of herring to use as ;nanure, as
in the golden age of the fisheries? I do not require to panse for the
reply—echo wounld only mock my question by repeating it.  Kxhausted
shoals and inferior fish tell us too plainly that there is reason for alarm,
and that we have, in all probability, broken at last upon our capitul
stock.

What, then, if this be so, will be the future of the British fisheries ?
I have already, and more than ouce, in preceding pages, hinted my
doubts of the existence of the enormous fish-supplies of former days;
in my opinion, the supposed plentifulness of all kinds of fish must in
a large degree have been a inyth, or at least but relative, founded, in
all probability, on the fluctuating demand and the irregular supply.
Were there not an active but nuseen demolition of the fishi-shoals, and
were these shoals as gigantic as people imagine them to be, the ses
would speedily become like stirabont, zo that in time ships would not be
able to sail from port to port. Twngine a few billions of herrings, each
pair multiplying at the rate of thiviy thousand per annum! picture the
codfish, with its million ratio of increase; and then add, by way ot
enhancing the bargain, a million or two of the flat-fish family
throwing in their annual quota to the total, and fignres wonld be
arrived at far too vast tor homan comprehension. In faet, without .
some compensating balance, the waters on the globe would not con-
tain a couple of years’ increase! If fish have that tendency to mul-
tiply which is said, how comes it that in former years, when there

'as not a tithe of the present demand, when the population was but
scant, and the means of inland 