
34TH MILFORD AQUACULTURE SEMINAR AGENDA 
FEBRUARY 24-26TH 2014 

 
COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT, SHELTON, CT 

 
 
 
 
Monday, February 24th 

 

 
6:30 
PM 

 

Registration Opens 

 

7:00-
10:00   POSTER SESSION AND OPENING RECEPTION   

 

p1 Joseph Buttner LIBERIA AND NORTHEASTERN UNITED STATES 
AQUACULTURE INITIATIVE 

Northeastern 
Massachusetts 
Aquaculture 
Center, Cat Cove 
Marine Laboratory 
and Salem State 
University 

 

p2 Carter Cyr 
EFFECTS OF STOCKING DENSITY AND CULTURE 

VOLUME ON POPULATION DYNAMICS OF 
PARVOCALANUS SP. COPEPOD CULTURES 

Roger Williams 
University 

 

p3 Matthew Dicostanzo DEVELOPMENT OF A RESTOCKING SYSTEM FOR 
STAGE IV HOMERUS AMERICANUS 

Bridgeport 
Regional 
Aquaculture 
Science and 
Technology 
Education Center 

 

p4 Timothy Gerson 
MODULAR LARVAL REARING SYSTEM FOR 
INTEGRATING AQUACULTURE INTO PUBLIC 

AQUARIA 

Roger Williams 
University 

 

p5 Leana Gomes 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE APPLICATION OF 
MYTILUS EDULIS BYSSAL THREADS AS A 

BIOLOGICAL THREAD 

Bridgeport 
Regional 
Aquaculture 
Science and 
Technology 
Education Center 

 

p6 Hannah Jaris 
ASSESSING THE CONTRIBUTION OF 

AQUACULTURE AND RESTORATION TO WILD 
OYSTER POPULATIONS IN RHODE ISLAND 

Columbia 
University 

 

p7 Eilea Knotts 

CONDITION INDEX OF NORTHERN QUAHOGS, 
MERCENARIA MERCENARIA (LINNAEUS, 1758), IN 
NARRAGANSETT BAY IN RELATION TO SEDIMENT 

TYPES 

Department of 
Biological 
Sciences, 
University of 
Rhode Island 



 

p8 Kelly Markowitz 

THE TREMATODE PROCTOECES MACULATUS IN 
THE BLUE MUSSEL MYTILUS EDULIS: 

MOLECULAR IDENTIFICATION, PREVALENCE AND 
INTENSITY 

Hofstra University 

 

p9 Renee Mercaldo-
Allen 

A FIELD-BASED NURSERY SYSTEM TO “HEAD 
START” LOBSTERS FOR IMPROVED POST-
RELEASE SURVIVAL IN POTENTIAL STOCK 
ENHANCEMENT EFFORTS: A PROGRESS 

REPORT 

NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 

 

p10 Diane Murphy VIBRIO PARAHAEMOLYTICUS AND SHELLFISH IN 
SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS 

Woods Hole Sea 
Grant & Cape Cod 
Cooperative 
Extension 

 

p11 Alisha Patel 
A RECIPE FOR SUCCESSFUL CULTURE OF FIRE 

SHRIMP, LYSMATA DEBELIUS IN RECIRCULATING 
AQUACULTURE SYSTEMS 

Roger Williams 
University 

 

p12 Joshua Reitsma 
SHELLFISH NITROGEN CONTENT FROM 
COASTAL WATERS OF SOUTHEASTERN 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Cape Cod 
Cooperative 
Extension & 
Woods Hole Sea 
Grant 

 

p13 Jennifer Savicky 

PHYSIOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF ORGANIC 
NUTRIENTS, TEMPERATURE AND PHOTOPERIOD 

ON GRACILARIA TIKVAHIAE, MCLACHLAN 
(GRACILARIALES, RHODOPHYTA) 

University of 
Connecticut 

 

p14 Ariel Smith THE EFFECTS OF INCREASED ACIDITY ON LIPID 
STORES IN MYTILUS EDULIS 

Bridgeport 
Regional 
Aquaculture 
Science and 
Technology 
Education Center 

 

p15 Sheila Stiles 
DEVELOPMENTAL AND GENETIC EVALUATION OF 

PH EFFECTS ON SELECTED LINES OF BAY 
SCALLOPS 

NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 

 

p16 Michael Taylor 
PATHOGENIC VIBRIO OCCURRENCE IN 

NORTHEAST US SHELLFISH AND STRATEGIES 
FOR THEIR REMOVAL 

University of New 
Hampshire 

 

p17 Ami Wilbur 

PERFORMANCE EVALUATION OF NEWLY 
ESTABLISHED NORTH CAROLINA OYSTER 
(CRASSOSTREA VIRGINICA) LINES UNDER 

AQUACULTURE CONDITIONS 

UNCW Shellfish 
Research Hatchery 

 

p18 Sarah Woolley 
EFFECTS OF DIFFERENT HARVEST RATES ON 

THE POPULATION DYNAMICS OF THE CALANOID 
COPEPOD PARVOCALANUS SP. 

Roger Williams 
University 

   
 

 
    

 
 

    
 

 
   



Tuesday, February 25th 
 

 
8:00-
8:30 Continental Breakfast 

 
8:30 Chris Brown & 

Walter Blogoslawski WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 

p19 8:45-
9:15 Michael Rust ARE WE DOING THE RIGHT RESEARCH RIGHT? NOAA, Office of 

Aquaculture 

p20 9:15 Tessa Getchis THE CONNECTICUT SHELLFISH INITIATIVE 
Connecticut Sea 
Grant/UCONN 
Extension 

p21 9:30 Robert Rheault 

THE EAST COAST SHELLFISH GROWERS 
ASSOCIATION CELEBRATES TEN YEARS OF 

ADVOCATING FOR THE SHELLFISH 
AQUACULTURE INDUSTRY 

East Coast 
Shellfish Growers 
Association 

p22 9:45 Gef Flimlin 
COMMUNITY SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE: 

ADDING SEAFOOD TO THE RECIPE. A TWO YEAR 
PILOT PROJECT ANALYSIS 

Rutgers 
Cooperative 
Extension 

 
10:00-
10:30 Break  

p23 10:45 Nathaniel Mulcahy 

CULTIVATED SHELLFISH BASED CARBON 
OFFSETS: MITIGATING CLIMATE CHANGE, 

IMPROVING THE ENVIRONMENT AND PROVIDING 
ECONOMIC INCENTIVES FOR GROWERS 

WorldStove/ 
MeasurableOffsets 

p24 11:00 John Brawley 

A STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF CULTURED VS. 
WILD OYSTERS (CRASSOSTREA VIRGINICA) ON 

NITROGEN REMOVAL AND ECOSYSTEM 
ENHANCEMENT IN TWO SIMILAR EUTROPHIC 

ESTUARIES ON CAPE COD, MA 

Woods Hole 
Group, Inc. 

p25 11:15 Gary Wikfors WHAT WE LEARNED GROWING RIBBED MUSSELS 
AT HUNTS POINT 

NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 

p26 11:30 Mason Silkes PRACTICAL MUSSEL FARMING IN SOUTHERN 
NEW ENGLAND 

American Mussel 
Harvesters 

p27 11:45 Scott Lindell DO MUSSEL FARMS NEED MUSSEL 
HATCHERIES? 

Marine Biological 
Laboratory 

p28 12:00 Edward (Ted) Maney 
AN UPDATE ON ESTABLISHING AN OFFSHORE 
MUSSEL FARM IN FEDERAL WATERS IN THE 

GULF OF MAINE 

NEMAC Cat Cove 
Marine Lab 

 
12:15-
1:45 Lunch  

p29 1:30 Joseph 
Choromanski 

GROWTH STUDY OF BAY SCALLOPS IN A 
FLOATING UPWELLER SYSTEM 

NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 

p30 1:45 Nathaniel Mulcahy IMPROVED TECHNIQUES FOR DEPURATION AND 
DEGRITTING OF ENSIS DIRECTUS 

WorldStove/ 
MeasurableOffsets 

p31 2:00 Lisa Calvo 
NATURAL HISTORY AND CONTROL OF THE MUD 
WORM, POLYDORA CORNUTA ON A DELAWARE 

BAY, NEW JERSEY OYSTER FARM 

Haskin Shellfish 
Research 
Laboratory, 
Rutgers University 

p32 2:15 Jason Krumholz 

MEASURING CHANGES IN TOTAL 
PHYTOPLANKTON-SIZED PARTICLE VOLUME 
OVER TIME AS A PROXY FOR THE PRIMARY 
PRODUCTION AND FOOD AVAILABILITY IN 

NARRAGANSETT BAY, RI  

NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 



p33 2:30 Yaqin Judy Li 

THE IMPORTANCE OF CONSIDERING PRIMARY 
PRODUCTIVITY IN BIVALVE AQUACULTURE SITE 
SELECTION – AN EXAMPLE FROM THE BRONX, 

NEW YORK 

NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 

p34 2:45 Shannon Meseck 

IS THERE A LINK BETWEEN SHELLFISH 
DREDGING, CARBONATE CHEMISTRY, AND 

BIVALVE SETTLEMENT ON THE SURFACE OF 
MARINE SEDIMENTS? 

NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 

 
3:00-
3:15 Break  

p35 3:15 Mark Dixon 
MOVING BIODEPOSITION MEASUREMENTS OF 

SHELLFISH FEEDING FROM A SHORE-BASED TO 
A SHIPBOARD TECHNOLOGY 

NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 

p36 3:30 Barry Smith 
DAY AND NIGHT PH CYCLING OF ALGAL 

CULTURES; WHAT OUR ALGAE ARE DOING 
WHILE WE SLEEP 

NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 

p37 3:45 Cori Rose 
COLLABORATING TO DEVELOP A REGULATORY 

PROCESS FOR SEAWEED AQUACULTURE IN 
CONNECTICUT 

US Army Corps of 
Engineers 

p38 4:00 Jianheng Zhang 
THE WORLD’S LARGEST MACROALGAE BLOOMS 

IN THE YELLOW SEA, CHINA: EVALUATION OF 
BIOLOGICAL BLOOM PROCESSES 

Shanghai Ocean 
University 

  4:15 Adjourn 

   
 

 
    

 
 

    
 

 
   



Wednesday, February 26th 
 

 
8:00-
8:30 Continental Breakfast 

p39 8:30 Genevieve 
Bernatchez 

NUTRITIONAL ANALYSIS OF STORE-BOUGHT 
SCALLOPS FROM DIFFERENT COUNTRIES 

NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 

p40 8:45 Derrick Chelikowsky 

PAVLOVOLS, STEROLS UNIQUE TO THE GENUS 
PAVLOVA, ARE THE BIOACTIVE COMPOUNDS 

THAT INDUCE METAMORPHOSIS IN BAY 
SCALLOP PEDIVELIGERS FED CULTURED 

PAVLOVA 

NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 

p41 9:00 April Croxton SEASONAL VARIATION IN IMMUNOLOGY OF 
LONG ISLAND SOUND BIVALVE SPECIES 

NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 

p42 9:15 Thomas Howell 

SEASONAL DYNAMICS OF MALE SPECIFIC 
COLIPHAGE AND ENTERIC VIRUSES IN BIVALVE 
SHELLFISH WITHIN WASTEWATER TREATMENT 

FACILITY SAFETY ZONES 

Spinney Creek 
Shellfish Inc. 

p43 9:30 Marta Gomez-Chiarri 
DISEASE MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES FOR 

SHELLFISH AQUACULTURE: THE IMPORTANT 
ROLE OF HATCHERIES 

University of 
Rhode Island 

p44 9:45 Inke Sunila THE FIRST COMPREHENSIVE SURVEY FOR MSX, 
HAPLOSPORIDIUM NELSONI, IN CONNECTICUT 

State of 
Connecticut, 
Bureau of 
Aquaculture 

 
10:00-
10:30 Break  

p45 10:30 Gabriel Geist 

PREVALENCE OF DISEASE, GROWTH 
ABNORMALITIES AND TISSUE METAL CONTENTS 

IN EASTERN OYSTERS (CRASSOSTREA 
VIRGINICA) ALONG THE CONNECTICUT 

COASTLINE 

The Sound School 

p46 10:45 Michael Rice 
PROGRESS IN ESTABLISHING A GAMBIAN 

NATIONAL SHELLFISH SANITATION PROGRAM 
(GNSSP) 

University of 
Rhode Island 

p47 11:00 Diane Kapareiko 

DISCRIMINANT ANALYSIS OF OYSTER 
HEMOCYTE IMMUNE FUNCTIONS AS A 
PREDICTOR OF POTENTIAL PROBIOTIC 

CANDIDATES 

NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 

p48 11:15 Devon Marsden USDA- FARM SERVICE AGENCY USDA- Farm 
Service Agency 

p49 11:30 Rob Cerda AQUACULTURE AND CROP INSURANCE Crop Insurance 
Systems 

 
11:45-
1:00 Lunch  

 
  Joint MAS/NESSA Session on Vibrio 

 
1:00 Dorothy Jean 

Maccoubrey 
BASICS OF VIBRIO BIOLOGY, NATIONAL VP 
SUMMARY AND FDA'S 2013 VIBRIO STUDIES US FDA 

p50 1:30 
Kristin DeRosia-
Banick and Michael 
Hickey 

REGIONAL OVERVIEW OF THE 2013 VIBRIO 
PARAHAEMOLYTICUS SEASON 

CT Department of 
Agriculture, Bureau 
of Aquaculture; MA 
Division of Marine 
Fisheries 



p51 1:45 Laura Wigand WASHINGTON STATE OVERVIEW OF 2013 VIBRIO 
SEASON AND RETROSPECTIVE 

Washington State 
Department of 
Health 

 
1:55 Bob Rheault ECSGA PERSPECTIVES ECSGA 

 
2:05 Ken Moore (or ISSC 

designee) 

INTERSTATE SHELLFISH SANITATION 
CONFERENCE AND 2013 BIENNIAL MEETING 

VIBRIO ACTIONS 
ISSC 

p52 2:15 Feng Xu 
PATHOGENIC VIBRIO PARAHAEMOLYTICUS 

STRAINS AND TOTAL POPULATION DYNAMICS IN 
NEW ENGLAND SHELLFISH HARVEST AREAS 

University of New 
Hampshire 

p53 2:30 Roxanna Smolowitz 
IDENTIFICATION OF VIBRIO SP. ABUNDANCE IN 
CULTURED OYSTERS FROM NORTHEAST U.S. 

FARMS 

Roger Williams 
University 

p54 2:45 Steven Pitchford 

MOLECULAR CHARACTERIZATION OF VIBRIO 
VULNIFICUS ISOLATED FROM EASTERN 

OYSTERS (CRASSOSTREA VIRGINICA) FROM THE 
NORTHEASTERN COAST OF THE US AND 
COMPARISON WITH CLINICAL STRAINS 

NOAA, Milford 
Laboratory 

p55 3:00 Kathryn Markey 

VARIATIONS IN DATA: THE IMPORTANCE OF 
SAMPLE PREPARATION AND PROCESSING 

PROTOCOL OF OYSTER HOMOGENATES FOR 
THE DETECTION OF VIBRIO 

PARAHAEMOLYTICUS AND VIBRIO VULNIFICUS IN 
RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS SAMPLES 

Roger Williams 
University 

p56 3:15 Carmelo del Castillo 
A COMPARATIVE GENOMICS ANALYSIS OF THE 

T3SS2α PATHOGENICITY ISLAND OF VIBRIO 
PARAHAEMOLYTICUS 

Stony Brook 
University 

  
3:30-
3:45 Break  

 
 
 
 

3:45-
4:45        

 
PANEL DISCUSSION  

Michael J. Hickey, MA Dept. of Marine Fisheries, Moderator 
 

Kristin DeRosia-Banick, State of Connecticut, Bureau of Aquaculture 
Tessa Getchis, Connecticut Sea Grant/UCONN Extension (p57) 

Steve Jones, University of New Hampshire 
Dorothy Jean Maccoubrey, FDA 

Meghan Maloney, CT Dept of Public Health 
Ken Moore (or ISSC designee), ISSC 

Bob Rheault, ECSGA 
 
 

  4:45  Adjourn 

 


